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PREFACE. 



The following pages were written chiefly amid the noise 
and boBtle of the gun-room of Her Hajest/a ship 
" QoTgon." They were not intended for publication, 
but to amuse the author's ftienda, and to preserve a 
record of adveoitnreB which will ever remain deeply im- 
pressed on his memory. 

Those friends have kindly expressed a desire to see 
in print that which had pleased them in mannscript ; 
and, witii much distnudi and diffidence, the author has 
complied with their wishes, on the promise of one of 
them to see it through the press. The author being 
still in the Southern Hemisphere, and, consequently, too 
far away to perform the duty of editor himself the work 
will, in all probability, be found to contain errors which, 
under other circnmstances, would have been avoided. 

A considerable portion of the work will be fonnd, the 
editor believes, of much interest to those who have 
laboured for the suppression of the in&mons traffic 
in human beings on the east coast of A&ica, and in- 
cidentally to those who have watohed with anxious 
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Till PREFACE. 

aoljcitnde the ptoceedings of Dr. LiTingstone in the 
&ani(4 region. 

Naval officers, too, will probably obtain occaaional 
hiate on adding to the comforta and amnBements of ship 
life ; and that voraciotu personage, the general reader, 
will obtain glimpses of strange people and places little 
known to Englishmen generally. 

In consenting to the pablication, the author expressed 
his sense of the inadequacy of his work, and his know- 
ledge that an abler writer could hare made much more 
of the same material. 

The editor feels himself in precisely the same position ; 
but, at the same time, both entertain hopes that the 
public will form a higher estimate of their IfJx>ur8. 

LoNDos, Jwit, 1869. 
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A CRUISE IN THE "GORGON." 



CHAPTER 1. 

I^ftting Plymonth — Looting tot the lo«t Prince of WiJes— AmTal 
at Portamonth— From Portsmouth to Hsdeira— Tiait to tbe Empiew 
of Aoatria at Madeira— Wa accept a cballeage from the Madeira 
Cridcet Club — We are disgracefiilly beatsn — A Dinner at tlie 
Britiah Conanl'a — We give a Ball en board to tbe iDvatida — LesTing 
Madeira. 

7tk November, 1860. — Another commissioii has com- 
menced, at least we are begiuuing the eecood part oi 
oar first ; and what strange events have happened since 
I assisted to hoist the pendant at Woolwich, on the 
27th April, 1859 1 We have been in the West Indies, 
jonmejed through Central America, seen the Pacific, 
via Panama, have bad a month's leave in England, and 
here we are as well as possible. The " Goi:gon " has 
had new boilers pnt in and been irregularly patched 
up for work, and now a telegram arrives ordering ns to 
be off after onr missing Prince, and in two boms we are 
paddling out of harboar. 

0^ SovmAer. — Battling along about niue knots, 
throogh regnlar Channel weather, thick and hazy ; at 
noon lying-to in Plymonth Sound, commnnicate our 
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intention of looking for the Prince. This is a yeiy 
napleasant time of year for a cmise in the Channel, 
bat 08 we have more than our share of anxiety for our 
pattern Prince, we rather glory in the idea of searching 
for him. 

13tt Novejnber. — We have been knocked about for 
the last four days in the disagreeable chops of the 
Channel, bnt without meeting the object of our search, 
and to-day we find ouraelvea just going into Plymouth 
Sound, to make inquiries, and fiud that the " Orhtudo " 
is being hastily got ready to accompany ua outward 
again. The " Orlando " is a very fine frigate, and we 
have a good view of her as she glides swiftly past us ; 
we now separate, keeping abont four miles apart. 

iiih November. — At noon we meet the "Himalaya," 
she signals that the Prince has been picked up, so we 
turn tail, and are soon snug in Plymouth Sound once 
more. Just as we anchor a great gale rises from the 
westward, and we congratulate ourselves on having 
escaped what might have been very unpleasant. 

15ih November. — I cannot help again thinking of the 
" Himalaya," as she passed us yesterday. She looked 
moat graoeful and efticient, skimming the water at the 
rate of fourteen knots. I wish our Government would 
construct a few more " Himalayas." 

Idih Novmbtr. — Well, here we are at Portsmouth. 
I suppose we must run up to town, have a quiet peep 
at our friends, have the miserable parting-scene over 
again, and once more be ready for sea. So it is with 
US, for on the 26/A November we are paddling towards 
Plymouth, where we expect an order for foreign service. 
We occupy spare time with lively speculations — ^nearly 
the whole of us expect to go out to the West Indies. 
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Some people talk aboat sailors not being thoughtful ; 
they would not say so if they could only see into our 
craniume at this moment. 

29ih November. — We have received many supei^ 
nnmeraries, and our orders for the Cape of Good Hope 
station. Most of us dance and caper about for joy at 
the prospect, but those who bare been there look dole- 
ful, more especially those with wives, who cannot bear 
the idea of having eight or nine thousand miles between 
them and tlie better part of their existence. Besides 
the supemameraries, we take to the Cape a large moor- 
ing lighter; this vessel was one of our old sailing 
packets, she is now jury-rigged, and we are to convoy 
her ; so after making her fast by hawsers to oar stern, 
about midnight, the steam-pipe roars impatiently, uid 
amidst the usual Babel of sounds we are off. 



80th November. — Early this morning we look over the 
stem (for all people imagine the land is astern on leav- 
ing it), but no laud is in sight. We are cheered in 
seeing the old " Swift " labouring and dashing the waves 
from her bows. Yes, it is cheering to be in company 
with anything at sea. I have often been pleased on 
seeing a lot of gulls whirling about ns and squeaking as 
they fly, but the old " Swift," lent enchantment to the 
Boena We have a slashing fair wind behind as, and a 
lovely blue sky overhead, and begin to console oar- 
■elves with the thoughts that we have, at least, avoided 
an Engli^ winter. 

2nd I>eeember. — We approach Madeira ; up to this 
day little has varied the monotony of sea-life. Occa- 
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aionally the " Swift " parts her hawsers, bat this mom- 
ing the wind threatens a gale, which increases towards 
noon, when the " Swift " once more parts the hawsers. 
Towards eTening we see her indistinctly on the lee-bow, 
and at night lose sight of her entirely. 

12tt DeeenAer. — Bare not seen the " Swift " since 
she parted on the 2nd ; most likely she has sought 
shelter in some French port, or, perhaps, at Lisbon ; 
we all thought she would have been able to weather 
the gale without catting the hawser, and Imagine we 
shall find her at Atadeira. The weather has gradually 
become warmer. The thermometer to-day stands at 
68°, a few days ago it marked about 50°. 

IZih December. — At noon we find ounelTes nearing 
the land ahead. How joyful one feels on such a day as 
this ! A beautiful bine sty, and a sun that seems to 
warm one's rery bones and to dry up all the damp 
around them ; a balmy breeze with land a mile or two 
ahead. Now we pass the first bluff of land, look at all 
the beautiful variations of light and shade of the clonds 
dancing over the green hills and valleys. At last we 
begin to catch a sight of the white and gaily painted 
houses in the midst of the eTei^;reen foliage. Now the 
whole bay opens upon us ; the convent at the Little Coral, 
some eight or nine hundred feet from the tower, glitters 
with its glassy cupolas; small *boats pull towards us, 
painted all the colours of the rainbow, and laden with 
earth's choicest fruits. Directly we are opposite to the 
Loo Bock, a Portuguese sentry begins to shout frantic- 
ally in some unknown tongue. Some say he is calling 
to the boats' crews to keep away from our side nntil 
we have pratique. The gunners at the fort are all pre- 
]iared for returning our salutes, but we disappoint thdr 
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lore for firing honeycombed cannon, for being tinder 
t«D gnns. by the rnles of the service we do not salate. 
Now we hare a boat-load of lunall naked boys, who dive 
to the bottom of the sea for a silver coin ; we get them, 
into a terrible rage by throwing into the water a paper 
ooDtaining a bright button which separateB &om the 
paper on touching the water. We have now pratique 
and can go on shore at once if we like, ench is the 
goodness of onr skipper, but all seem inclined to wear 
off the first excitement on board. In the meantime the 
visitiug ofBcer, a pratique major pays hiB respects, and 
tells OS that that pretty house jost above as, situated on 
the clifis contains the Empress of Austria, and that the 
flag waving over the bouse is emblematical of the royal 
hoQse of Hapebarg ; so we have arrived just in seanon, 
and make up onr minds to enjoy it as best we may. 

Commander P commenced by expressing, throngh 

the minister of the Empress, the desire of the officers to 
be presented to Her Majesty. Our gallant commander 
knows that Her Majesty is rather partial to blue-jachete, 
for she did them great honour when on her passage 
hither in onr beloved Queen's yacht, the "Victoria and 
Albert." 

14th DeeeTnber. — This morning an aide-de-camp of the 
Empress came on board, and announced Her Majesty's 
pleasure to receive us at noon. 

Our commander was in great joy at having carried 
his point. This was beyond our most sanguine expecta- 
tions; for, thinking the Empress had come here to be 
ineog., we natarally thought she had it entirely in her 
power to make a graceful excuse. At noon we landed 
ID fall dress, and walked slowly up the tiresome hill of 
stones towards the temporary |nlace. 
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To-day our commander and his officers were pre- 
sented to Her Majesty. Having entered the gardens 
attached to Her Maj^/a country retreat, on turning 
a bend of the pathway (we plainly saw that we were 
a little before the time appointed), we came unex- 
pectedly npon a group of youthfiil pretty nymph-like 
maids of honour, clothed in light simple muslin dresses; 
they quickly put away their playful occupations, and 
with merry laugh diBappeared from the gaze of us 
nide men. We were then ushered into a comfortable 
cool drawing-room, and there received by a lady of the 
suite whom we admired for her simple, modest dress, 
and most agreeable manners. Very shortly the folding- 
doors opened, and another lady entered and approached 
na, young, somewhat tall and gracefol, dressed in a 
thick Scotch plaid, fitting tightly to the waist, with a 
alight narrow lace trimming round the neck, and with- 
out other ornament of any kind. We rendered her all 
homage, and when Her Majesty graciously pleased to 
converse with all separately, and in pure English, with 
a slight touch of foreign accent, a wide breach was 
made in the susceptible hearts of us sailors'. We then 
retired, all expressing audibly our admiration, 

, 15th Deeetnber. — Of course, we visit the Little Coral, 
and to do so whirled from the convent down the steep 
hills in a native sleigh. In the evening we walked in 
the public promenade, heard a very good Portuguese 
band, and were on board by dark. 

16^ December. — To day we make a discovery in 
Madeira. We thought until now that the pretty island 
was minus a civilized road ; but to our agreeable sur- 
prise find a nice flat one extending some five or six 
miles along the beach, and a Terj pleasant ride it is, ao 
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we take instant advantage of it. Myself and a brother 
officer at once get horses and are soon at a gallop. In 
the didance we see a regular cavalcade ; on approach- 
ing we find it is the Empress and lier attendants. When 
nearly op to them they turn and place ue in the position 
of walking behind them. I believe sailors generally 
have little patience ; at any rate, we had not much od 
this occasion, for we soon took the pathway. On her 
Majesty looking round we gave her a grand salnte 
which she pleasantly returned, and much to her enjoy- 
ment we scampered away at a regular midshipman's 
gallop. 

llih December. — This morning we receive a challenge 
&om the Madeira Cricket Clnb ; we, of coarse, accept 
it without knowing who is to play. At last, by dint of 
no end of research, we pick out an eleven Jrom both 
ships (the "Firebrand" arrived this morning on her 
way to the West Indies), and such an eleven would 
have made the most modest of school^boys laugh at us. 
So we procured horses, and were soon under weigh np 
the steep sides of the mountain, making a circnlar 
■weep round it, fUtemately racing, shouting, joking, and 
taking refreshment, in the highest spirits ; indeed, we 
seldom feel the ground, and are more like young goate 
than naval ofHcers. On reaching the top of the bill, 
wherewi was the cricket-around, oar opponents abused 
OS for delay ; for this we did not much care, but having 
nnderstood that the natives intended to get some of 
their fair sisters to witness the sport, and finding none 
there, were rather disappointed, for we never look actu- 
ally and solely at the fun of knocking a ball about and 
getting so many tons for it, but rather enjoy the usual 
accompaniments to this truly noble game, viz, : pl^fy 
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of parasols, good liquor and lunch. Having bronght 
the two latter ourselves, we depended on qui gallant 
opponents for the other channs. Never mind, we pot 
the best &C6 on the matter, tossed for innings, and 
went to work with a will. We very soon found that oor 
opponents had good wind, and played well, and we also 
found what we ought to have known before ; that not 
more than two or three on our side knew anything about 
even fielding, to say nothing of the more scientific parts 
of the game. Our opponents had first innings, and 
scored abont 140; we then west to Innch, and our 
fellows would persist in devouring a heavy meal, al- 
though we had to face no end of difficulties in making 
a score. The consequence was, that we went in and 
were put out in a very ignominious manner, to the 
great amusement of every one, including ourselves ; for 

if the play was bad the fun was good There was A 

always sitting down when supposed to be fielding, or 
holding the bat the wrong side to the ball, and abont 
ten yards from the wicket ; cricketers can imagine the 
feelings of some of us, on his being quietly but jokingly 
requested to hold his bat the right way, and would he 
kindly get nearer to his wicket — in a word we were aU 
shamefully beaten. We wound up by riding races over 
the field. 

18th December. — This morning the "Ariel " arrived, 
(m her way to the Cape, together with our lost child, 
the " Swift ;" the latter had, when parting from ns, put 
into a French port near Brest, and waited there until 
the gale which parted us had sabsided, then made the 
beet of her way hither. This evening we dined at the 
house of Mr. Ersbine, the consnl. We always go in fall 
dress to these dinners : and at 6 p.h . landed and walked 
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to our destinatioD. We had a nice little dinneT, and 
observed the pretty fashion of placing a sweet-smelling 
fetii louqud in each guest's napkin; the wines wero 
excellent, old Madeira of 1780, and Malmsey of 1798. 
It was great fun afterwards going down the slippeiy 
streets by the light of the moon, especially as there was 
more than one instance in proof that our feet also were 
slippery, possibly in consequence of the wine of the 
idand getting into them. 

We arrived at our quarters all right, and next morn- 
ing awoke with most acnto memories for dates, especially 
for 1793 ; and were obliged to correct the acidity of the 
nectar of the oyernight with soda-water. 

There is very little wine in Madeira now, for of late 
years the merchants have not been able to overcome 
the blight which destroys the grape. 

Some of the oldest merchants have very fine private 
cellars of the choicest and oldest vintages, which are 
almost invaluable. We had opportunities of testing 
them, and I nerer tasted more delicioas wines. 

19ft Deeember. — We had truly delightful weather 
daring our stay ; delicious blue skies, and just sufficient 
air to temper tiie sunshine and to render the weather in- 
vigorating. All day we gather flowers, boughs of trees 
and evergreens, for to-morrow night we give a ball to 
the natives. Our midshipmen and myself do the orna- 
mental part of the ship for the occasion. We work 
until midnight, when we find we have a pretty triumphal 
ucb across the quarter-deck, with two entrances, the 
whole illuminated with small hanging lamps, &c. This 
separates the supper-room tiom the dancing part of the 
deck. A large awning is hoisted funty feet high, curtains 
are suspended from it to cover in the sides, the whole 
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being lined with &&gB of all nations. Chandeliers are 
hung from the top, gaily decorated with gleaming 
swords, bayonets, and Sowers ; the mainmast encircled 
with dags and pictures. A large curtain divides the 
select part of the deck-aft from the fore. Various arti- 
ficial ottomans and couches ai-e arranged, and lastly 
we peep through the arches and there see a moat sub- 
staiitial supper laid out : the table covered with all the 
delicacies of the season, with bouquets and bright silver. 

2l8^ December. — The band arrives ; we send the boats 
for the visitors. Candles are lighted, and we ourselves 
were surprised to see the transformation from the bare 
ship to the pretty enug ball-room. 

The visitors now begin to pour in from the boats, and 
it is very gratifying to see grandmammas, their children 
and children's children, all honouring us with their pre- 
sence. The old looking young, and the young younger. 
We actually count forty of the fair sex, and in a short 
time we test their dancing capabilities. Sailors are tre- 
mendous fellows for this amusement, and would yield 
the palm to nona 

" Now shades ol' evening close around us ;" all appear 
in the zenith of joy. The band plays well, but as usual 
the stewards will administer the grog to them too freely, 
and as a consequence " time" is somewhat lost. Up to 
this we have only one " trip up," which was made by a 
midshipman of the " Ariel," a very nice fellow in most 
respectfl, but who will persist in calling every one and 
everything a " bloke ;" he cares for nobody, he says ; 
detests palaver, as he calls it ; and, after flooring his 
lady, bellows out, " Halloa I hold up ;" then rushes 
away, leaving the fair one buried in crinoline and 
billies. 



3 by Google 



A FAREWELL. 11 

All the ladies appear to be very mach fatigued, and 
no wonder ; fancy dancing with ioTalids, as our fellows 
have done this evening, just as if tliey were in rude 
health 1 

About 9 p.u. we break up, the ladies having been 
almost danced to death. The young are very loth to 
leave, but of conrBe must follow their chaperones, bo we 
escort them over the silvery waves and to their homes, 
talking the while most mellifluous nonsense. 

Thus ended our bell at Madeira. Every one enjoyed 
it, and will recall it with very great satisfaction. 

22«<2 December. — This evening we are all invited to a 
grand ball, but tbe clerk of the weather hints that we 
are not likely to go, for the anchorage in Funchal Koada 
is very dangerous with a S.W. wind. Since arriving here 
we have had the most delicious weather, the thermometer 
varying from 65" to 69°. Every day has brought its 
amusement, either in the shape of riding, walking, 
visiting, or sight-seeing. 

About 3 P.M. we are ofT to avoid the great gale which 
is about to burst on the anchorage. We bid farewell to 
refreshing sweet Madeira, and are very soon, with the 
" Swift " in tow, leaving the land fiar behind. 

The "Ariel" started with os, but having superior 
sailing qualities soon vanishes. We rendezvous at tbe 
island of St. Yinoent, Cape de Yerd. 

23rc2 Deeamher. — We now begin a monotonous sea 
voyage, and I fear that tiiere will be very little to 
record bat the weather and such like "stale and un- 
profitable" information. ' We start with the thermometer 
At 67° and a fresh breeze from the aW. by W. 
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CHAPTER n. 



Madura to St. Vincent — A drear;, monotonoiu cruJse— Poito Orande ; 
lt» ■plend[d harboar— To Tarrafal Bay to get water— St. Vincent 
to Bio de Janeiro — A man OTGiboard — Santa Cmz— We arriTO at 
Rio; the society there — Yftnkeee and theit doings — Tlie Negioe^ 
working-eong put down ai a nuimnce — A grand Feast-daj— Fare- 
well to Rio. 

24tt' Veeember. — This is Sunday, a strange day on 
board a man-of-war, so unlike what we should like it to 
be. There always appears so much to be done, and 
this invariahly leads to discontent. 

Some of ne contrast the day with that in the coantry. 
A rural Sunday seemB ao hallowed, and when at sea I 
often fancy that I hear the cracked, but homely tinkle 
of the bell of the ivy-covered church " calling grateful 
hearts to pray." We generally go to chorch in the fore- 
noon, when the service only lasts ten minutes, and we go 
to our respective amusements, feeling just as bad as we 
were yesterday. I do like to hear the service decor- 
ously read. I comiect it with one of the blessing of 
home ; a somethiug that gladdens ns, a feeling akin to 
that which we experience when having performed our 
duty. Once s week we stop from the daily whirl, 
and have time to remember ouiBelves, and naturally 
love to offer a tribute of thanks. 
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Z5& December. — Hail! Christmas-day, commemorator 
of our true joy. Were it not for this day what thousands 
would forget their being, and receire as a matter of 
coime their daily bread, indulge their good and their 
bad feelings with no hope beyond the earth. What a 
day this is in dear old England 1 how naturally we 
retrace our lives Irom year to year of boyhood, our 
school-days, our merriest times ! We number oiur joys, 
our sorrows, our friends, and forget our foes, and thus 
Bometimes unconeciooBly offer sincere homage to the 
Day-maker t How pleasant to think of old friends, and 
to feel that we are thought of I This is a very lovely 
day. Weather warm, thermometer 73°, therefore no 
yule log for ns. We are passing quite close to the 
"Canaries," and having been some days at sea it is 
refreshing. We mark the ever-changing light and 
shade on this sea-girt parade with infinite pleasure; 
bnt no doubt a little of that choice nectar for which it 
was once famous would enhance the enjoyment and assist 
cor memories hereafter. 

Unruly " Swift," illustrating her name with jury- 
masts, towards evening has so far distanced ua as to 
require bringing to with a rocket. 

2Btt Deceniber. — The day balmy, thermometer 73°, 

little wind, and that fair. Poor M is to go on 

board the " Swift " in the gig ; this is the firet boat- 
service he has had, and it is great fun to see how be 
manages it The crew take their places ; the celebrated 
Doctor moants the bulwarks nearly precipitating bis 
honour overboard; now falls into his place (the stem 
sheets). The boat is then gradually lowered, bat some 
scamp, either to try the great Doctor's nerves or by 
accident, lets all go with a run. The emineut man 
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aeaxea the life-lines, and collars one of the crew by the 
throat, determined to eapport himself at any cost, and 
is at last relieved hy the water receiving him safely. 
The poor fellow cannot swim a Btroke, but never mind, 
it's all right ; although I don't think he will f^t over the 
shock to bis system for some time. He pulls towards the 
" Swift," but owing to a nasty swell is just as clumsy in 
reaching her deck as in leaving ours, and now that he 
ia returning, observe his once joyful, now doleful coun- 
tenance, sometimes appearing above the hammock net- 
ting, now in a vortes, as the boat is being hooked on, 
and as he gains the deck bow firmly he stamps thereon 
unmistakeable signs. 

27th December. — ^At 12 A.M. we are all drummed 
upon deck to night quarters. It Beems a pity to dis- 
turb the tranquil night by anything artificial The 
bright moon disappears under streaks of heavy black 
clouds fringed with the luminary's silvery reflection, 
the ship gliding noiselessly over the dark waves ; but 
our first broadside disturbs all sentiment, and soon 
the moon is hidden by our volumes of smoke. We 
have this kind of exercise once every half year, at 
night, in order to see in bow long a time the mpn can be 
turned out and prepared for action. This night we fixe 
away twenty-three charges of powder, and then return 
to our hammocks. 

We have a nice steady breeze from the eastward, 
sailing about five knots ; the weather is increasing in 
warmth. We are 614 miles irom St. Vincent, In the 
afternoon we have general exercise, sailing round a 
target and firing into it, every ofBcer r^ularly taking 
his turn at the trigger-line, and invariably making ex- 
cellent shots. 
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2Sih to 31ti DeceirAer. — Each d&j has dragged its 
weary length withoat incident to relieve the wretched 
moDotooy, Our shamefnl defeat at cricket, the pretty, 
bat melancholy ladies at Madeira, and our parting ball, 
have been fully digested, and if it were not for our 
Escolapins the fountains of oar mirth wonld sooe ran 
dry. I am only a&aid that we tmst too much to his 
>a{^x>rt, and will be surprised at his breaking down one 
of theae days. 

He is a most peculiar fellow, exceedingly well filled 
with things that were, but knows so very little of things 
that are. He will quote you the ancients with a 
wonderful memory, bat will make no end of mistakes 
in a simple addition sum. Metaphysics is his acme of 
wisdom, mathematics he will not deign to know; he 
has read amazmgly, especially novels, and eacriSces his 
aoble profession at the shrine of fiction. His physique 
is peculiar; like the Turk, he wonders at any one 
nndeTgoing exertion of any kind, and thinks that man 
should live by mind alone. 

For the last four days tlie weather has been delight- 
folly cool, the thermometer ranging from 72° to 76° ; a 
nice breeze from the E.S.E. ; the usual "trades." 

There is something very monotonous in these trade 
winds, although so refreshing. The making and shorten- 
ing of sail at other times breaks the silence, but now we 
sail along for days and weeks without altering a tack 
or sheet, and every day with the same force of wind. 
Very likely we shall be at the island of St^ Vincent 
to-morrow, for we are only seventy-two miles off. About 
6 p.K. lose sight of "Swift." 

Iti Jaiuiary, 1861.— The " Swift " tamed up in the 
morning watdi like a naughty boy, and witli her the land 
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is descried ahead. Accordingly we light fires. In this 
preparation for steamiDg there is a little excitement ; 
the gradual burr of the water in the boilers, then the 
steam blurting from the pipe indicates what ie going on 
below. At 8 A.M. we take the "Swift" in tow, and at 
noon let fall our anchor in the spacious harbour of 
Porto Grande, island of St. Tincent, Cape de Verd. 
Here we find the " Ariel," an American corvette and 
brig, and the once celebrated yacht "America," now in 
poaeession of an Irish gentleman. We haye arrived just in 
time for a small regatta, made up of the boats of the yacht 
and other Tessels in barboor; the former winning easily. 

Porto Grrande is a magnificent harbour, sufSeient to 
float all the fleets of the world, and it is perfectly land- 
locked, occasionally relieved by mounds of white sand. 
On the plain there ia one patch of vegetation refreshing 
to the sight, the remainder is red, rocky, barren hills. 
As we enter on the left on the top of a hill standB a 
fort, white as if bleached by the scorching rays of the 
sun ; further onward on the beach stands the town, con- t-* 
sisting of about forty stone and wooden houses. Within 
this land-locked harbour stands a large high rock, called 
" Bird Island," the nest of sea birds, and which serves 
excellently as a target for great guns. 

Besides the Consul there are a few Englishmen, whose 
chief occupation is the providing of coal for steamers, 
for nearly all the South Atlantic steamers touch here. 
The remaining population consists of niters ; our 
fellows landed one evening, stumbled across a dignity 
ball, and had great fan. The walks are interesting; a 
few snipe can be got, bat the resident English know 
the value of them, and therefore keep the secret of their 
habitation to themselves. 
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4th January. — Took in Patent fuel, which failing 
Bale ID England, ia sent here to supply sucb. steamers 
as have captains who are green enough to take it 

Onr boata are manned and armed, and oar captain 
attacks the solid rocks with hia big guns, but with little 
effect. 

The canopy of heaven is still one doudless blue, 
bright with the rays of SoL Thermometer 75°. 

5{h January. — A little greatrgnn exercise at Bird 
Island, although so great an object is only hit once. 

6ih. Sunday, — In company with "Ariel," we take 
our departure for Tarrafal Bay in order to get water. 
Take the " Ariel " in tow, and at 4.40 p.m. anchor within 
fifty yards of the beach in twenty-two fathoms. 

The hills rise abruptly from the beach from two to 
three thousand feet, and make as appear, or rather 
feel, Tery diminutiTe beneath them. They have large 
chasms, which, being watered by the moantain streams, 
are covered with vegetation. The remaining land is 
very sterile. 

7ih January. — ^This day we take in twenty-eight tons 
of water, which is very good, and easily obtained ; but 
not gratuitously, as it is monopolized by an Englishman 
at Porto Grande, and sold by an agent of his at Tarrafal 
Bay. 

Several of us go on a shooting excnrsion, having heard 

of wild goats ; and F- , the comical mid of the 

" Ariel," gtkrta on a similar forage. He soon sees a 
goat, feeding quietly on the other side of a chasm, takes 
deadly aim, and drops the animal. To make sure of 
him, repeats the dose ; then, rushing after his prey, 
tumbles down preci[Hces and up clifis and gullies, to the 
danger of life and limb, and at last, in an exhausted 
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state, airiyea in time to see the last kidc of hu noble 
prize ; but, to his utter d)^;iiEit, finds the animal tetbeted 
to a stake, and with marks of civilization upon him. 

F mourns the loss of hie ideel wild goat, that he 

hoped would have made him the " Nimrod " of his mesa, 
and given two freeh-meat days to his messmates, instead 
of which he now anticipates no end of dtaff. He then 
seizes the animal and bean it away on his shoolders, 
shouting, "Wild goat I wild goat!" responded to by a 
gaunt black fellow, in his vernacular calling himself the 
legal owner of the quadruped. 

The owner claims compensation in the shape of two 
dollars ; but the unfortunate mid, as usual, has not a 
fraction in his pocket. In the midst of the hubbub, 

Obtain P arrives. Those who know naval dis- 

cijJine would have been amused to have heard the mid 
blnrt oat, " I say, sir, this blohe here wants two dollars 
for this old goat, which I have shot by mistake. Will 
yon lend me the money to pay him, and buy half the 
animal from me, and I will sell the other half to our 

mess, which will repay yon." Captain F good- 

humouredly paid the two dollars, and hoped his mess- 
mates would enjoy the old goat. Towards evening, in 
company with the "Ariel" and "Swift," we put to 
sea ; the former proceeds direct to Cape Good Riype, 
and furnished us with an excuse to put into Rio de 
Janeiro. 

Sth January. — Lost sight of " Ariel " soon after 
starting yesterday, and now "Swift" is our sole com- 
panion, 

lOA January. — Our captain messes in the ward-room, 
with the gun-room ofBcers, which increases our comfort, 
his presence at alt times throwing a halo of gladness 
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arotmd. Unlike most naval commanders, he deligliU 
in seeing his officers and ship's company comfortable. 
After daily work «e go on deck to witness the glorious 
lineal eanset. Nowliere have I seen the sun in anoh 
qtlendonr and m^;ni£c6Doe ! The beantiful soft green 
reminds me of Barker's "Plains of Heaven," After 
gazing a long time with admiration, and having ex- 
pended onr vocabulary in eulogy, we sat about the 
decks ; some reading, some perched on the paddle-boxes, 
others on the bridge to catch the cooling air. The ship's 
company loll listlessly about the deck, sleeping, singing, 
and smoking; and when shades of evening close around 
u^ we are refreshed with a little forecastle music and a 
cnp of " Souchong ;" our generous captain very often 
adding to our joy by inviting us to his cabin for tea and 
pleasant conversation. 

16tt Jamiory. — " Warmer yet, it yet grows warmer." 
Thermometer 82°. At noon we cross the equator. 
C(4>tain P thinks that the men should never be per- 
mitted to take liberties with their officers, no matter what 
the occasion, and it is a well-known fact, that the modern 
saUor connects the crossing of the line with paying off 
old scores. The men are permitted to initiate willing 
officers, and also practice the art of abaving on them- 
selves; but in the "Gorgon" the objectors to the old 
practice are a great majority; consequently the sea- 
bears are disappointed of their ocean festifal. 

OocasionaUy of an evening the ship is hove to, a sail 
is hoisted over the side, bagged and filled with water 
for those who are desirous of refreshing themselves with 
a dip. There are very few who do not take advantage 
of i^ in this fiery latitude. 

17ih January. — A little after noon we registered 
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latitude 0*4, eoath breeze still from E-S-E., tlienno- 
meter 83°; in the aliternoon communicate with the 
" Sir J. MandeTille," of Liverpool, seventy-three days 
from Calcntta. 

19iA January. — The breeze is somewhat stronger in 
the forenoon, and we are taken aback by a sqnall in 
the afternoon. Up steam, and take "Swift" in tow, 
althongh one is gladdened at the old ship moving a 
. little more quickly than the last fortnight's snail's- 
I)aee. 

28tt January. — ^We are wafted along at the rate of 
five knots by a delicious breeze, and now begin to talk 
about reaching Bio at noon. We are only 267 miles 
from Cape Frio, ^erefore may reasonably expect to be 
there in a week. We hare watched tiie chameleon- 
like clouds and the glorious sunset until tired, and have 
now taken to books; the men are silently scrubbing 
hammocks, the ship going about six knots before a Jresh 
breeze. I am sitting in my cabin, with the port open, 
when suddenly there is a shriek, quickly followed by 
another. I rush to the port, when I hear that fearful 
cry, " A man overboard !" 

Without jacket I hasten to the deck, and find a crowd 
gathered aft ; the boat is being lowered ; and whilst 
straining my eyes to ascertain the position of the poor 
nofortuuate in the water, I drop my boots off at the 

same time. The gallant P leaps overboard from the 

taffraiL I must own that I was ready to cry at being 
thus cut out, but' I deserved it — I should not have 

waited to cast off my gear. Dear old P swam 

fast towards the boy, and for a moment we lost sight of 
both ; in another instant the boat was flying towards 
them, the crew pulling with their utmost power. Now 
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we are in avM Bnapense, and not a word is epoken. 
Another inetaat and he has got the bo;, and hold- 
ing up his hand, both are dragged into the boat. 

Honahl The boat croeaes our stero, poor P is 

lying pale at the bottom of it, and the boy, gasping 
for breath, appears to be nearly gone. The boat, with 
its living freight, is hoisted, all the officers rush foi^ 

vaid and aesiet P to the deck. I felt I loved him 

from that time. Captain F shared my feeling when 

Z saw him walk forward, take P 'a hand, and say, 

** Well done ; yon'ro a noble little fellow, and an orna* 
ment to your profeasion." Our fellows crowd round 
the object of our admiration, showing such a warmth of 
spirit it is quite pleasant to see. After a stiff glass of 

grog P is put to bed, and the boy is soon got 

round with restoratives administeTod by our clever little 
doctor. 

31s^ Janwmf. — We are fast nearing the land, and 
those who have crossed the line can well understand 
the joy of hearing the shont " Land ahead I" &om 
the mast-head, even on board lai^e ocean steamers, 
with all the amosements that dispel the monotony of 
the voyage. At the electric shout enemies shake 
hands, the numerous cliques unite once more, their little 
jealoosiea and feuds are foigotten, all crowd upon deck, 
miff the balmy land breeze, and ask each other the 
oddest of questions. 

Our feelings are akin to these this morning on sight- 
ing the ru^ed and majestic clifis of South America, 
and for many reastms. We have been a very long time 
OD salt food, although three starving goats are still 
alire ; we have very little to talk about, all our old 
jokes being long ago expended. 
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The sight before ns la enfficieiit to gladden eren <me 
miaiu the imaginatiTe faculty ; the sun has been es- 
corted to the other hemisphere by a few heavy clondg, 
and, as if to atone for its oppression during the day, 
leaves ns the most beautiful colours of the rainbow; 
the neutral tint, deepest purple streaks, the enchant- 
ing blue, the paradise green, and the sombre orange, 
all appear so soft, so changeful, so magnificent, so 
anblime, so wonderful, the whole gradually fading to 
a sombre grey. We were all assembled upon deck, 
witnessing this glorious sunset, each lost iu admiration. 
Onward we stoam, fanned by the gentle breeze, feast- 
ing our eyes on the beautiful scenery with its evei^ 
changing hues ; on the right we pass the neatly white- 
washed fortress of Santa Cruz, which shows a set of 
fcflmidable teeth. Opposite, abont a mde across, stands 
ihe Sugar Loaf Peak, like an Egyptian monster guard- 
ing the channel, towering in awful grandeur some 
thousands of feet above our heads. On raising onr 
eyes to its doud-topped summit we feel extremely 
small ; even careless Jack's countooance lights up most 
marvellously. And now having cleared the bold head- 
lands, the vast harbour bursts magnificently into view ; 
it appears like a huge basin of 200 miles area, bounded 
by dark rocks, some of them towering to inmimse 
heights, the whole almost surrounded by the straggling 
suburbs of a vast city. 

On the left, nearly at the foot of the Sugar Loaf, 
commence the substantial-looking houses of the wealthy, 
with here and there a noble hospital or collie, the 
whole gradually increasing in bulk as we near it, and 
winding as &r as the eye can reach around the bay. 
Far out in the deep water stands a lonely-looking, bat 
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{H«tty island, whereon is a chapel dedicated to nide 
Boreas, and where the Bri^lian devotees pay their 
tribute to the windy deity. On it there are a few tall, 
graceful palm-trees, which ever and anon droop and 
dgb most dolefully. 

We now pass Beveral clipper-built, saucy, sua{Hcious- 
looking vessels, all legs and wings, long^Iined hulls, 
short, stout lower masts, immense backstays and top- 
gallant masts, with impudent skysail-yards across. By 
the number of this kind of craft I should imagine that 
the Brazilians are Btill doing a large trade in human 
Imnge. 

We must rather astonish the Brazilians having the 
"Swift "in tow; they, perhaps, imagine we have cap- 
tured one of their coffins, and those wild beast-like, 
eha^7-Iooking animals carousbg on the decks of the 
Teasels we are passing appear as if they were heartily 
ourdng us and English philanthropy. The latter part 
tX the business they know little of, but it decreaaes their 
dollars, — their only consideration. 

On the left side of the bay there is a most peculiar* 
looking mountain, called &om its pinnacle pipes, the 
" oi^an hills." Near to it is the Kantical Mount, with 
ito imaginary topsail set — hence its name. Our admira- 
tion increases as the bay expands; 8 is madly 

enthusiastic concerning Ughta and shades, but I think 
there is too much of the latter, for it is an honr after 
sunset The joker has been first loquacious, then 
minus words, then bewildered, and lastly dumb ; now 
he begins to brighten up again, and says half dream- 
ingly, " wonderful I wond&rfull womdebfcl!" and, no 
wonder, for the scenery of BJo nearly equals that of 
the BospboruB and the Ghilden Hcon. 
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At last we drop anchor and wait for the Health-boat. 
In the meantirae the usual number of native boats 
assemble ronnd xis, whence we pick up the news. The 
" Madagascar" frigate is stationed here as a store-ship, 
and an officer from her comniuoicates, but cannot come 
on board, as the slothful pratique officials have not 
made an appearance. 

My ideas concerning the Brazils are rapidly changing. 
I have witnessed its glorious scenery, masHive houses, 
and other civilized fe-atares, and I chase from my brain 
my boy-dreams, which represented the place as a chaos 
of slaves, wild beasts, assassination, mines of silver, gold 
and diamonds, and everything law and demoralising. 

We are anchored nnder the lee of Cobras island. 
On the port side we have the whole line of the city, a 
dark crowded mass, dotted every now and then with 
large bull's-eye green and red lamps. Occasionally 
the thump of a steamer's paddles is heard. Just before 
anchoring we observed several small nver boats, evi- 
dently conveying the city drones to their hives on the 
other side of the water. We are all on deck, endeavour- 
ing to pierce the "palpable obscure," when, suddenly, 
the whole city and coast-line of the bay is transformed 
into an illostration of the " Arabian Xights." Pretty 
transparent, orange-coloured globes spring up in aU 
directions, as at the command "presto!" The hill, 
whereon stands the fort, shines brilliantly fix)m top to 
bottom, like a huge orange-(ree. Now the oranges 
seem to climb up roads, down hills, and round small 
arms of the sea ; then towards the hospitals and con- 
vents in a very regular unbroken line towards the giant 
sentinel at the harbour's entrance, when gradually they 
become faint, and vanish. After all, this pretty sight 
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is Bimply caosed b^ saddenly lighting, up myriads of 
gas lamps — we little expected to see the offspring of 
King Coal in the Brazils. 

Uofortniiately we have arrived io the hottest part of 
the Bio smnmer, consequently the atmosphere is very 
humid, warm, and clammy. Hurrah ! here comes the 
pratique officer; no, 'tis only an immense boat, with 
lai^e latteen sails in it, a Portuguese, who parades his 
certificates of washing abilities before us. We promise 
him our soiled lioeu, and he goes away satisfied. 

It is now nearly 10 p.u., and many of us tired with 
the excitement of arrival turn in, and, anon, are haunted 
with visiona of the fancy scenes last viewed. The 
joker persists in thinking that he can land, although 
80 late, and might be seen already booted and spurred 
for the sod. The hour grows late, but I remain on 
deck contemplating the scene before me. Soon man 
and his puny works are forgotten. All is quiet, except 
^e soft rich tone of some distant cathedral bell, wafted 
over the dark placid water. How consoling solitude ia 
at this moment 1 My mind reverts to the past with 
sorrow and with joy, to the future, with hope, to my 
distant home and its fondest connections ; but, although 
the bright southern cross above reminds me of the 
wide ocean between this and dear old England, yet 
the heavens look so full of love, so hallowed and pure, 
that the thought of home, sweet home, bridges the 
Tast Atlantic, and once more joins ns with those we 
love. 

The next morning opened to our view the half- 
realised charms of the scenery, and if it were not for 
the hot weather I should feel very comfortable, and 
[a«pared to enjoy the interior of this blessed country. 
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En route to the shore we pass a sqtuue cheqner-dded 
bathing -macliiBe, dedicated to the cleanly. I«dieB, 
sallow and dark, clothed in the sepulchral mantilla, 
Miter; gentlemen with sleek, black, long and greasy 
hair, sallow-complezioned and cadaTerons, reeking with 
stale snu^e, and clothed in that never-to-be-left-off 
mournful black, enter the other side^ and, judging fimn 
the admixture of masculine and feminine Toicee, I 
should think the interior of the machine was not 
divided into a sufficient number of compartmenta. The 
smell arising from a sewer, in unpleasant proximity, may 
account for the sallow complexions of the batiiera. 

There stood before us a large pink fresco building 
with seedy gieen paling, a verandah overhung with 
soiled fiimiture, and in great letteta "Hotel FfaaroDZ." 
This is the oooe celebrated hotel of the Brazils, now a 
filthy bam. We have landed amongst a heap of gaily- 
painted boats, and amidst a great amount of dStria ; a 
little to the right, and we are in the square. On two 
sides stands the king's palace — the town dwelling of 
Don Pedro IL It is two-storied, and white-iroshed 
around its once green iron palings and nnmerons mon- 
Bter>headed watetapoata. Within the shade of nnmerons 
arohinga some well-clad, lazy soldieia lounge — the - SQp< 
posed guard. !Efext to the end wall, and connected by 
a private corridor stretehing over the road, is the chapel 
n^ral, the royal arms in plaster notiiying the &ct Next 
is the great cathedral, with its small circular steps 
guarded by iron railings ; then follow the cafes leading 
to the main street. On the side of the square &cing 
the better part of the palace there are a few shops, one 
in particular, a feather warehouse and library of Ameri< 
can books : in it a pretty little Taokee girl dispenses 
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her feather flowers and quick wit, slight!; dashed with 
the slang of her conntry. 

The main street, I forget the name, is wide and has capa- 
doua pavements. The shops are small, and caf& appear 
to be the majority. This street is well lighted with gas, 
as are all the roads and streets of Rio ; the inflammable 
matter seems to be a toy for the gOTemment to play 
with. They have only had it a short time, and of 
coarse will learn in time to economise it At right 
angles to the main street is the " Bna d'AToridor," the 
B^ent Street of Bio, wherein French tinsel and flimsy 
finery ia set off to the best advantage. There are 
namerous good jewellers' shops, where diamonds ere as 
dear as in London. The shops in general are large and 
showy, the tiosel-Tendors being aided in their business 
by a number of sickly, pert-looking French shopwomen. 
^ere are niimerouB colleges, hospitals, and convents, 
very creditable to the conntry, dispensing good, aa 
they do, to the rich and to the poor, whether black or 
whit^ English or French, or any other nation. The 
ilare population is distinguished by being shoeless, 
therefore the first act of a slave on becoming &ee is to 
bay a pair of shoes. 

These poor unfortunates are really beasts of burden, 
being employed to carry alt the most v^uable goods. 
They cany a pianoforte with greater safety than any 
other conveyance. Frequently may be h^rd a loud 
« time-kept" noise, and presently about forty athletic 
slaves appear, carrying a great weight, marching to 
the time of a watering-pot spout filled with peas and 
fcoming a huge rattle, shaken by the leading man, 
to which the labourers add a native song which is a 
mere repetition of three or four words. Some time 
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since this noise iraB voted s pnltlic noisaDce, and the 
House of ABBembly forbade it, bnt have bad to re-allow 
it, ae the slavea en nume struck work, and declared their 
inability to do without it, as in carrying a heavy load 
the burthen ia lightened when the bearers keep step, 
the weight being eqoally divided. The elaves' cour- 
plaint was therefore reasonable, although of course a 
quieter mode of time-keeping might be used. These 
slaves carry very heavy loads, bat in this respect do not 
equal the porters of Constantinople. 

Ever on the qtti viva for scientific pursuits. Captain 
P-— is planning a trip on the Brazilian railway. S ■ ' 
and myself accompany him to starting point, and are 
rather surprised on seeing a cleanly station, r^iolai 
tel^aph office, and gaily-painted American carriages, 
marked " Massachusetts." We also see some very com- 
fortable first- class compartments, which we instantly 
reet^ise as English, together with the Engines and 
tenders. This railway is named after the reigning king, 
and is managed by an American-Fortuguese company. 
The officials are all Tankeee, and, as may be expected 
under such energetic pioneers, the railway is ably man* 
aged. It has been in existence only about five years, 
and already extends 200 miles, opening np a very rich 
country, and, as a matter of oontse, enhancing t^e valne 
of land many fold. All the material has been brought 
from the United Stetes and England. The officials, 
althoogh very courteous at first, appear te disrelish the 
idea of our worthy captain's curions determination to 
examine their establishment ; but at last consent and 
kindly pass him onwards, allowing him to travel on the 
engine — a peculiar vanity of his. 

Now Captain P , clad in Arab coat, fez, and um- 
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brella, waves &rewell ; the engine gives a snort and a 
doable paff, and she is off. &— — and I return to town. 

At the comer of the maiB street there stands an 
omnibus, and harnessed to it foar small, dusty, wiry- 
looking moles. Tb^e are two seats remaining empty, 
BO we till them, pay a shilling each, and are soon on onr 
way to Botafogo, tiie Hyde Park of Eio. The interior 
of the vehicle is very seedy, the cnrtains in tattera, 
secreting many folds of dust, which, being freed, punishes 
us for OUT want of experience ; we ought to have known 
how to let sleeping dust lie. 

The road is very dusty, but thronged with human 
life. There are numerous good houses with peeping 
seBoras, to render them still more attractive to us ; 
hotels like laige mansioiiB, having all the appearances 
of comfort witliin. We pass the botanical gardens that 
once contained rare specimens, most of which are gone 
to the dogs. Now we pass the pretty country seats of 
grave oouncillors, then those of wealthy merchants, and 
last, bat not least, the romantic, pretty, neat villa of the 
Englishman abroad, surmounted by 



The vehicle stops, and we pursue our peregrinations 
on foot. On the left is the Bay of Botafogo, very ro- 
mantic and pretty, a huge dark sheet of water surrounded 
by Alpine heights, shelving to their bases sufficiently to 
allow of the repose of some sweet little cottages. We 
continued charmed with our walk until suddenly com* 
pelled to return by fierce thunder-clouds, surcharged 
with the liquid element ; and we seek refuge in the 
steamboat pier-house, where we await the return of an 
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omnibus ; then racing through the mud and filth secure 
places and rattle back through the well-lighted streets, 
highly pleased with our country walk. 

We refresh the inuer man at a large cafS, which to 
oar Gurprise coDtains about twenty very small billiard 
tables. 

4tt February, — This morning several of our crew go 
orange-gathering, and about noon letum with the 
" fruits of their labour," including branches of the india- 
rubber tree aud tobacco plant. 

-While taking in the valuables we do a little bartering 
with the occupants of the coral island, exchanging two 
goats for a laige " deuais ;" the former were once milch, 
but now otherwise. 

At early mom Captain P , who returned yesterday 

from his rMlway trip, S — — and I go to the market- 
place situated on the American feather side of the 
square. Very near is a large noble-looking fountain 
worth admiring. We enter the large gates of the 
market, pass the first tier of sheds containing basket, 
pottery, and fish vendors. Behind tliese are menage- 
ries where fowls, &c., can be bought at a half dollar 
each, and in the centre stand regular Arab qneens with 
their benches laden with rich luscious fruits and vege- 
tables. The women are worth looking at : clothed in 
white long gowns showing just sufficient of model busts 
and arms, noble-looking heads, turbaned with huge 
cloths of snowy whiteness, their large expressive eyes 
gleaming defiantly at ns, and offering a peculiar con- 
trast to their dark complexions. 

Fruit at this season of the year is very expensive. 
Oranges a penny eadi ; pine apples two shillingti. 

Captain P has enjoyed his trip into the interior 
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ezceedipgly, having been received by the American 
engiceera up the line most hospitably. 

b(h J^^brwvry. — ha this is the last day of our stay, 
some of onr fellows have gone picnicing to " Bennet's " 
hilly retreat, distant about tnenty miles. 

This afternoon 8 and I go to see them return. 

The coach, a many-roofed ommbuB on tramways, and 
drawn by six mules, goes at such a headlong speed, and 
is BO crowded pile upon pile, that there appears to be 
ccmsiderable danger. Every moment we expect the 
thing to torn over. 

This being a grand feast-day with the Portuguese, 
huge bonfires are lighted opposite the cathedrals, t^e 
sacred edifices being themselves resplendent with no 
end of giant candles illuminating their saints and' altars ; 
the latter tinsel and scarlet within, and encircled with 
flames and small lamps without. Heavy musical bells 
are solemnly tolling evening vespers and grand mass. 
The interior is worthy <A a visit. The fantastic priests, 
die harmonions choir, and odoriferous frankincense, all 
tend to corioualy excite ona Fireworks are displayed 
on the steps of the theatre ; and miserable mnst be the 
lad who has not wberewith to display his own exploits 
in this way. 

Guns and pistols are incessantly banged, and this, 
wiU) no end of goig:ing and intemperance, completes the 
Grand Festa. 

Zth February. — Once more witnessing the charms of 
Bio scenery we slowly steam out of the grandest harbour 
in the world. 

The chapel bell on the Mariner's Island, and mur- 
muring cocoa-nnt trees, bid ns farewell ; and shortly the 
green rising sea is all that is visible around us. 
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7th FAruary. — During our stay at Bio the weather 
was fine, but rather snltry. At this time of the year 
the place ia Yery imheaJthy ; those who are able emi- 
grate to their country seat^, while those who remain 
suffer very much from yellow fever, which often destroys 
large numbers of the population. 

The officers and crew of the "Madagascar" have 
suffered severely, and the consequence is that at the 
end of four years very few of the old stock remain. But 
the wOTBt of these tropical climates is, that the clammy 
heat engenders a disease far more pernicious than even 
yellow fever. It is necessary to drink frequently, but 
blue-jackets in particular overstep the mark. Declaring 
that water is unhealthy, they almost drown themselvee 
in strong spirits. 

The thermometer varied from 82° to 87° in the shade 
during oar stay ; mornings close, noon scorching, and 
evenings deliciously cool. Ice, the great boon in hot 
climates, can be had here at twopence per lb. Half 
of that quantity dropped into a tumbler of good claret, 
and a few of the various luscious fruits that are here 
common, make a cool refireshing breakfast. 
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CHAPTER UL 

To Tiutan d'Aoonha — FatrieiTchs and their tmbappy funily — ArriTa 
at the Oape of Good Hope — Table Buy— Blmoa's Bay nod Town — 
Pablio Inatitotiou at C^ Toirn— Tlie FresB— Biglits in the aCrGetB 
of Cftpe Town — A Hottentot Jebn— Increase in the vaJue of land^ 
Cape wines— Simon's Town Society — Cbriatniaa at the Cape— Onr 
new Commander. 

23r(2 F^rmary. — For the last sizteen days we have 
jo^ed along very slowly, but comfortably, and now on 
the sixteenth day are not even tired of the sea Toyage ; 
bat I think we can ascribe this, firstly, to the ways of 
oar chief; secondly, to the xinanimity of messniateB; and 
last, bnt not least, to the stock of mental and bodily 
refreshments taken in at 'Bio, of the latter of which we 
hare still one heary sheep to show. And then, again, 
here is Tristan d'Acunha, where we can replenish the 
stock for the prosecution of our joamey across the South 
Atlantic. Since leaving £io, the thermometer has 
dropped &om 82° to 63^, and the climate is delicious. 
Every soccessive evening old Sol endeavonra to eclipse 
all his previous glorious exits, and &om indalging in 
endless praise we have become dumb admirers; this 
ovening seems more beauUfiil than former ones. 

At daylight we stand in for the land ; find there is a 
little shelving base, green with coltiTation, and spotted 
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with little wlutewashed tenements; on the other side 
the land is precipitous from the sea, abruptly tising 
8000 feet, and Iceing its head in the clouds. Were it 
not for a natural breakwater of giant eea-weed round 
the N.E. side, the island would be difficult and dan- 
gerous to approach. Even as it is, with a N.E. wind, 
the anchor has very often to be slipped. 

Those two smidl isltoids are "Inaccessible" and 
" Nightingale ;" the latter is inhabited only by wild sea- 
birids. A very fine whale-boat comes off to the ship, and 
in it six strapping seamen, like Britain's, clothed in red 
and other coloured Baltic shirts ; and having refreshed 
them with some of their country's good cheer, we accom- 
pany them on shore. We pull through the vast sea of 
giant sea-weed, which makes the water as quiet as a mill- 
pond, and land. 

There are about a dozen hats, all built of solid stone, 
evidently the work of much patience and labour, but 
necessary to withstand the furious norUierly gales. 
These little stone boxes are built here, there, and every- 
where, more detached than one would think they should 
be for society's sake. Each has its little garden of pota- 
toes, " cask " kennels, mongrel Newfoundland dogs, and 
substantial pigstyes. The inhabitants of the island are 
forty-three men, women, and children in all. This should 
be a happy family, but, strange to say, they are qnite the 
contrary. They are all related somehow, but it is dif- 
ficult to say how, as they have intermarried with each 
other, until a few years since, when a Mr. Taylor visited 
them &om the Cape of Good Hope, and for the sum of 
£1000 (which a philanthropic old English gentleman 
left for the purpose) remained five years improving and 
training their morals, &c. 
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The patriarchs are Thomas Swain, f^ed eighty-two, 
and Alexander Cott<m, seTenty-nine, both old man-of- 
war's men, and discharged from the serrice in 1800, 
and war-time, to settle in this dreary ialand. In honour 
of OS the latter veteran appeared in a jacket (man-of- 
war cut) forty years old, but which seemed ready for 
continnous servica Two or three of the inhabitants 
have visited the Cape some time since ; and now one 
man, five women, and three children have gained per^ 
mission to perform this great jonmey in the " Gorgon ;" 
and while they take leave of their relations, we saunter 
round, buying no end of splendid sheep for various 
English dry goods, coffee, sugar, &c. ; each sheep costing 
about ten shillings, although equalling their London 
omilitudes. Other fresh stock is extraordinarily cheap ; 
in three hours we have bought about forty sheep, and 
no end of Inznries, shipped more than a fifth part of 
the human population, and are ready for starting ; but 

P and P have, amidst the luxuries of the island, 

lost all idea of time, and have not yet made their ap- 
pearance, so we wait for tJiem. 

The inhabitants subsist mainly on their land pro- 
ductions, having herds of fine sheep and bullocks, but 
gain their Inxnnes by exchanging the monsters of the 
deep with skippers of sbips calling for water. Daring the 
months of February and August, considerable numbers 
of searelephants are caught, chiefly on "Inaccessible;" 
the latest yielding aboat foar barrels of oiL The tusks, 
being small, are of little use, but nevertheless are used 
to barter. The idauds also swarm with seals, &om 2000 
to 3000 having been seen in one year. 

Whales are also caught, but seldom. The sea alone 
would make this dreary colony rich, had they a good 
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population of energetic Anglo-Saxons ; but, strange to 
Bay, no exertion is made until a ship arriTes; then the 
whaling, sealing, &c. commences. They then make s 
barter of all they catch for English and American goods ; 
the ship then sails, and the people fatten on their two 
months' labour, instead of laying in stores of valuable 
oU, tusks, comed-beef, &c., ready for the next ship, 
which would speedily enrich them and enable them to 
return to Eoglaud with small fortunes. 

The wood of the island consista of birch-trees fifty 
feet high, and low bushes ; the south side being covered 
more than the north. 

Our absentees having letamed, we bid adieu to the 
melanclioly island and its almost unknown and nncared- 
for {Mpulation; except the nine poor creatures on board, 
who appear to give up all thoughts of seeing their 
fatherland again. 

1th March. — Oar eleventh day from Tristan; 1416 
miles have been accomplished, and with the " Swift " 
safe and sotmd towing astern, we make our way towards 
the high land on the weather bow, the Cape of Good 
Hope. Well done, dear old " Gorgon!" you have per- 
formed 5400 miles in 99 days, about 55J miles per day ; 
headlong speed for one of your years and fashion. 

It is quite dark when we let go the anchor,- conse- 
quently we see only rows of main-deck lights of some 
frigate ; we hear several bugles, d la mUitaire, so con- 
clude there is a transport in the harbour. Huge dark 
masses of land appear towering above us ; this is ^1 we 
can see to-night. 

Sth March. — Here is the troop ship " Adventurer " 
with China heroes for " Home, sweet Home T all very 
yellow-looking, and martyrs to no end of diseases. 
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Their bugles are being constantly sounded, and the 
decks are covered with half-dreseed dirty, black-bearded 
and merry-faeed, smoking, joking Irishmeik. The usnal 
nnmberof Bhore-boata bw&tiu the gangways, their canny 
owners exchanging their trifling commodities for valu- 
able loot, which Paddy, generous sonl ! has gained per- 
haps with the loss of blood, and has kept so far against 
every temptation ; but he now parts with "jist in order 
to threat resolution." 

Here are also the " Brisk " corvette, and " Ariel ;" tiie 
latter, which had much the start of us, has not displayed 
great sailing qualities. 

Oar commander-in-chie^ Bear-Admiral Eeppel, K.G.B,, 
is on a cruise towards the west coast of Africa, and is 
expected here in a few days. Simon's Bay is the naval 
station, being a ssfer anchorage than Table Bay, it is 
extensive and well protected from north-westers ; bat is 
in a measure open to the S.E.,and when the wind blows 
from this quarter not over secure. 

The harbonr is almost surrounded by high land, on 
the 8^. side there is the mount of Simon's Bay, gradn- 
aUy sloping, then abruptly rising, declining in the back- 
groond and reappearing at the cape. Simon's Town 
begins at the Flagstaff Fort on the S.E. side, and con- 
aista of the Kaval Hospital, a few stores kept by Butch 
Americans, the yellow-washed dockyard, navul store 
buildings, and church. Then follows at the bend the 
admiral's house, and one or two whitewashed buildings, 
after which monotonous, tiring, sandy beach. Two 
mail cars, each drawn by foar mules, run to Cape Town 
daily at 7 a.h., retaming about 6 p.u., taking passengers 
at 15*. a-liead there and bank, and doing the journey of 
twenty-five miles in three hours. Simon's Town contains 
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only one hotel. Society is very limited, and there are 
no ainuaements by day or night There is the choice 
of two wallce: one oyer rough etooee wearisome to the 
feet, and the other along the monotiinoiie sand. The 
prospect at onr new naval station is not very cheering, 
and we shall have to give a long pull, and a poll 
altogether, to make it endarable. 

We send a marine to hospital, and for the life of me 
I cannot avoid hinghing at onr sergeant He is a stem 
disciplinarian, and his instructions say that a marine is 
to take his accoutrements to hospital. The sick man 
had been unable to move to his cot for the last few 
weeks, and is now gasping for breath. With stoical 
fortitude, but with twitching marks of agony on his 
features, he submits to the process of being clothed; 
finally he ia seen lying on the outside of bis cot, duly 
rigged in shako, tunic, and boots, but pale as death, and 
is then reported ready for hospitaL 

The colony extends upwards of 140,000 square miles, 
and some one has remarked, that supposing all the large 
extent of territory over which British authority has been 
exercised within the last four years were claimed, there 
would be an addition made to onr South AMcan empire of 
about 280,000 square miles, an area equal to the whole 
of the Anatrtan empire, including Lombardy and Pied- 
mont; this was said in the year 1848, and since that 
time the colony has been considerably extended. Cape 
Town has not much progressed during the last few 
years. The heterogeneous mass of people is by no 
means a happy or united family, and the oldest settlers, 
the Dutch, seem to drain the country of its heart's 
blood by periodically sending to Holland the fruits of 
their labours, while the English have the interest of the 
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colony at heart, laying oat their money and abilities for 
the welfare of their adopted coantry. 

Were it not for the Dutch the capital of the eastern 
colony woald not be situated at the very extremity of 
the prorioce, eating its own head off. The eitaation is 
bad, its harbour is unsafe; in proof of which I may 
mention that in April, 1861, the flag-ship bad to slip 
her anchors to a &.Si. wind, and ran out to sea. 

Sufficient money has been already aimk: in attempts 
at improving the harbour, to form a breakwater, but with 
very unprofitable results ; and it is the opinion of many 
eminent men that thoasands upon thonaands may go 
the same way with a like result. 

Simon's Bay could be made tolerably safe by building 
a breakwater to protect it from the 8.E. Small 
steamers could run to Kalk Bay, thence goods could 
be taken by railway to Cape Town, oTcr groand unsur- 
passed for the purpose, a distance of eighteen miles. 
In Simon's Bay nature has provided solid foundations 
for a breakwater. Here a company has built a patent 
slip, capable of lifting vessels of 1000 tons, and which 
has just cradled a Portuguese man-of-war of 500 tona 
Numerous other works are in progress. 

Cape Town contains many fine buildings ; the publlo 
library of 30,000 volumes with its interesting museum ; 
the former is, indeed, as creditable to the colony as the 
latter is to Mr. Layard, the learned, energetic and 
courteous procurator. The Botanical Gardens are very 
scientifically planned and zealously kept, and are exceed- 
ingly pretty. Opposite is the governor's house, a queei^ 
looking place, badly situated, and nearly bidden by an 
avenue of trees before it This avenue is nearly a mile 
long, and ftmna the coily refreshing promenade and 
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refuge Aom tbe curse of Cape Town, the clonda of sand 
and dost wliicli are blown up and down the streets, 
eddying round coraere, and shortly making one tired, 
thirsty, and dnsty. The streets are not very good, 
there being a want of nice division of space for quad- 
ruped and biped. 

The colony boasts of heaps of newspapers, such as 
Ca^ Argus, Commereial Adxertiter, Cape Town MaS, 
which indicate a lai^ amount of local squabbling, &c., 
although the "leaders" frequently soar as high as the 
Times. 

There is only one theatre, and this at present very 
poor, bat improving. A company from London is 
generally engaged for the season. There are no other 
places of amusement. The hotels are few and some- 
what far between ; two principal ones, the " Masonic " 
and "Mother Parker's." A companion and I sit 
outside the latter hotel, comfortably doing a cigar, and 
amusing ourselves with the street oddities. Here there 
is a Dutch frigate, with no end of studding sail-^ear 
and tricing lines, "always in stays." Then there 
is a galliot of the same nation, the wind occasionally 
liiting the lower sails, and displaying a sturdy " fore- 
foot," and acting with full force on the bulging quarters, 
wafts the good craft far out of sight. Here comes the 
comely English lady, as yet untainted by the dust and 
other impurities, with lady-like carriage and gentle 
demeanour, her eyes modestly resting on us, her 
countrymen, beaming vrith joyous recognition and 
kindly greeting. 

Then a crowd of Hottentots, lazy, swaggering, and 
grotesque. After these struts the antipodes genus of 
Bond Street ; and, lastly, comes a waggon, drawn hy 
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nxteen sleek males, at reckless speed, amidst slionto 
and cracks, its Hottentot Jehn witli an ostricli feather 
in hia cap, scientifically toaoliing the off leader on the 
near ear with his long bamboo-handled whip, measuring 
about fflzty feet. Skilfully he manages the whole 
affair, and we are all Btmck with admiration when he 
enddenly tome a sharp corner at full speed, with a 
c — -r — ack c — r — ack of his almost endless castigator. 
Hy companion, himself an excellent whip, cannot con- 
tain himself ; the Hottentot appears no longer black, 
but a '* magnificent savage," a splendid fellow, and my 
friend once more stretches to look round the comer to 
catch another glimpse; be wishes he could have trans> 
ferred the scene to a London street 

We next look at the commencement of the Cape 
raflway, in course of construction opposite. This is 
just the thing wanted to open up the country. The 
railway will, doubtless, do more for commerce, civiliza- 
tion, Christianity, and for the suppression of ^e slave 
trade than all our expensive cruiser^ costly subsidjes, 
and dseless palavers. 

Within the last twenty years land in the vicinity of 
Cape Town has increased in value from Zb. to nearly 20a 
an acre, and, of course, is still increasing as the suburbs 
extend. The value of landed property in this province 
nearly trebles that in the eastern province. 

It is no uncommon thing for a man to purchase a 
wa^;on and team, pack up his traps, and go away for 
Orange River by easy stages. In its vicinity he squats, 
ctdls himself " lord of all he snrveys," drives the Kaffirs 
away, builds his house and its regular defences, sells 
the natives powder, mnskete, &c. &c, or barters thc«e 
articles for catUe. In ten years he will have so in- 
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creased and multiplied his stock that he leaves hia 
" fort " in charge of a gang of slaves and overseer. He 
retarus to Cape Town, turns certain stock, wool, &c, 
into hard gold, becomes a member of the Lower 
House, and an influential member of society. Ten 
years ago he came into the country friendless and 
almost pennileae. This is no uncommoD instance of 
what energy can do in a land " fiowiog with milk and 
honey." 

The iarmers of the Cape pride themselves on their 
herds of fine sheep and superior horses, which, tf^ether 
with grain, dried fruits, butter, soap and aloes, form 
dieir chief productions. 

Gentlemen of property do a good hnsineBs in cul- 
tivating the vine, (mm which proceeds not only the 
&mous " 8outh African sherry," of ommbus and isil* 
way-carriage celebrity, but also other more delicious 
jnices of the grape, Constantia, Hock, Fontac, and 
other nectars. Constantia is excellent drinking, and 
dheap, we pay la. per bottle ; Hock the same, and there 
is a very good Cape sherry at 6d. 

We must once more get hack to Simon's Town ; as 
I said before the society here is very meagre, bnt the 
arrival of the admiral's &imily has bad an enlivening 
effect. 

There are no walks, no amusements, only one hotel, 
and that nothing to boast of, so that we become very 
dull, and take the very first opportunity of a ball a^ 
Cape Town, and we are off. Tin cases, portmanteaus, 
&0., are packed into a rickety, dusty, dingy, curtained 
cart ; the four mules dashing off at a pretty good pace, 
quite enliven us, until we approach the first hay of aand, 
when those possessing an Englishman's quantum of 
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pity dismoimt and trudge knee-deep, meeting the 
vehicle at the other end; and were it not for the 
thooght of the next two miles being similarly disagree* 
able, we should really enjoy the tit-bits of rides we get 
The gods give ns patience ; we come to the bard road 
again, then the mules stretch out, then we admire the 
fiat, yet beautiful country on each side. At noon, 
stopping at Kathfelder's, the halfway-house, we find 
good entertainment for man and beast, have a look at 
the last remnant of the Cape hounds, kennelled here ; 
then once more on the delightful endless avenue roads, 
adorned with sweet nooks, rustic porches, stately car- 
riage-drivea, substantial houses, pretty cottages, and 
cleanly &rmsteads, until we reach the creeping soburbs, 
dash post the " Masonic," and just as evening comes on 
we find ourselves at the door of " Mother Parker's." 
Then duplicate white kid gloves are laid in. Midship- 
ID^ wildly dispCBB of heavy dinners ; the more knowing 
ones sip their soda and braudy. The *'mid" runs 
abont the bedrooms, kicking up a tremendous row, 
larking with and laughing at some buxom old dame, 
who has no aid of buttons to put on for them ; while 
the old ball-goem take their bath and arrange the 
careful toilet. The " mid " turns oot in a tremendous 
flurry, shouting, pulling on and slitting gloves, throwing 
one pair away and trying another. The wiser heads 
come down into the ball cool and refreshed. 

The governor. Sir George Grey, shook hands sepa- 
rately with us on entering the ball-room ; he commenced 
by kindly introducing us to his guests, and during the 
whole of the evening most assiduously looked after our 
welfu-e in getting partners, enlisting all his aideg-de- 
aunp in this service. This we thought was very generous 
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and courteous, and we were jnst the boya to appreciate 
those excellent qualities. 

The reception-roonie are small, but comfortable and 
elegant, forming a cross minus one shoulder, which 
shoulder is filled up by the refreshing gardens and a 
delightiul colonnade, where after the fatigue of dancing 
two voices might mingle with the leaves in gentle mnr- 
murings. 

The ladies are chiefly Dutch, hut speak English 
fluently, and dance gracefully. The dear creatures 
have never been beyond Cape Town, and have therefore 
little experience of the world, and small skill in the 
modem accomplishment of flirting. For the sake of 
their own true hearts they are perhaps all the better 
for their happy ignorance. In conversation they al- 
ways acquiesce most prettily in what is advunce<l, 
but towards the close of the evening will sail away 
in theii own little channel, ontil once more in safe 
waters. They are nice little creatures, keep their en- 
gagements (for dancing), and I believe make excellent 
wives, 

On going into the refreshment-room, whom did I see, 
got up with no end of cap-ribbons and shiny face, bat 
one of the little girls that we broaght from Tristan 
d'Acunha; she is in the governor's service, and now 
dispenses the good things to his guests. She togs 
one of her fellow maida and shouts, " Looh I the Gor- 
gons !" then staggers towards us under the weight of a 
huge cake and a veritable bottle of Enghsh sherry, for 
which we pay her no end of compliments, much to the 
disgust of a few red-jackets who have only been able to 
get " Cape sherry." 

At last we prepare to depart, and find the usual 
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namber of small slLabby hats left for large heads, and 
faappy 18 he who gets one at all. 

We get into our vehicle, and are soon at the door of 
"Mother Parker's," the usual night-capa are put on, 
flomebody is voted into the <^air, and placed npon the 
table; songe are sung until " daylight does appear," then 
to bed, perchance to dream of onr most enchanting 
partners of last night. 

For some time past Captain P has talked of re- 
taming to England, although one cannot realize such a 
calamity, still the thoughts of it will goblin-like dance 
before us ; neither will the laet ball nor other gaieties 
blind ns to the stem fact that the chances are against 
ns, for some one or other of the homeward bound China 
fleet ahnost daily touch here, and there may be found 
some embiyo commander who wishes to serve tus time^ 
selfish mortals, we hope that something will turn up to 
dissuade onr gallant captain from leaving us. 

To me he has been so considerate, courteous, indulgent, 
and so kind, that with him I shall lose more than words 
can express. 

Since arriving we have had alternately N.W, and 
S.E1. winds, the former coming down in gusts, taking up 
the sand in its way, and blowing it on board ; the latter 
equally squally and unpleasant. With either we find 
it difficult to land. Tradition says that a cutter full of 
ahips' stewards was capsized some years ago, and her 
freight dipped beyond redemption. A stone in the 
churchyard marks their resting-place. 

On the 21st; the " Fury " arrived from China. On 
board of her is an acting commander ; I hope he likes 
his ship too well to leave her I 

This morning at daylight we are sent to the assis- 
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tsDce of ttie " Bospborus " traneport, which has on board 
the 87tb regiment from India ; last night, in the middle 
watch, she drifted mysteriously from her anchorage to 
within a few yards of the fort at the bottom of the bay. 
It is a most peculiar fact that a great number of ships 
haye done likewise, always bringing up at the same 
place, never going farther, becsose there is a kind of 
out draft which prevents the vessel going nearer to 
this dangerous rock. 

In the face of a gale of wind we commence a task at 
all times unpleasant, bnt doubly so here — that of get- 
ting a ship ; aa nsuai, the merchant skipper proves 
obstinate, will not be advised by a naval captain, and 
will not lift his anchors until he sees we have sufficient 
power to tow him. 

The difficulties of giving the required test have been 
set forth, but to no purpose ; at last he relents, the 
"Fury" tows a head with a steady strain, tlie "Bos- 
phorus " moves ; she's off, and soon anchored safely in 
Simon's Bay. 

The fallen leaves proclaim that this is the autumnal 
season at the Cape, bnt this phase of nature is scarcely per^ 
ceptible at this desolate bay, vegetation is so very scanty. 

The weather continnes genial ; thermometer Qb°, two 
days since it stood at 80° Fahr. 

The inhabitants cheer as with the idea that we shall 
not have a coldless Christmas, that we shall be able to 
enjoy a fire, drink our toddy, and become cozy and 
snug as in England. 

How wretchedly spent is the Christmas in the tropics, 
the very roast beef and plum-pudding (when they can 
be procured) lose their charms, like a wedding-cake 
eaten many months after the occasion. 
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!Fo add to our happiness, we Bearch for a smtdl piece 
of gronnd on which to play cricket, but do not Bucceed 
in finding any to snit ufi ; it is so oneven, sandy, and 
barren. NU deyaerandma, we resort to qaoits. 

Week after week drags its uneTentful length along, 
and we are wishing for Sunday church, despite the 
prosy sermons; tar under the roof of the hallowed edi- 
fice we meet our countrymen of this new world, whose 
faces we see bat once a week. Then we think, speak, 
and piay together so calmly, thankfully, and harmo- 
niooaly; we enjoy the freshness of the morning, the 
walking home, the little chit-chat ; then, later in the 
day, the cosy evening service — all these little events 
blend BO socially, and remind us so much of " home, 
sweet home." 

Sltt JfareA. — The captain's gig is alongside and 
manned. Some of oar fellows and I change places with 
the proper crew ; for a short time we are left wrapped 
in our own thoughts, bnt are suddenly interrupted by 

Captain P , who appears on tiie gangway, somewhat 

taken aback at his new boat's crew. His good-natured 
countenance is not without a thoughtful expression, as 
he thinks of our simple way of rendering him a farewell 
token of re^tect. He takes his place in the stem 
aheete ; the mnd is very high, but I think we all feel as 
if we could stem a gale. Bared to the elbows and coats 
oflf, we dash across the stem, invigorated by three hearty 
cheers from our crowded rigging, and the noble counte- 
nance of oar dear old cbief, as he bares his head in 
acknowledgment. Away flics the spray over bow and 
stroke, the "Brisk's" fellows turn up and salute us; 
one more stroke and we shoot alongside the " Fury." 
And now we find ouraelres shaking bands for the last 
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time with our gaUant chief. He learee this oftemoon 
for England, having exchanged with Commander 

W ; bat we stifle our feelings, pull slowly back, 

then alone in oar respective cabins quite realise the 
event, and know our loes, especially mine ; but both, 

happiness and sorrow, have an end. Captain P 

takes with bim our sincere love and respect, aod leaves 
an impression which time cannot efface. 

Isj Aprii. — New commandeF reads his commission, 
and we have a fine opportunity of finding fault with 
bim. All I intend to say of him is, be is considered a 
smart officer, loves his profession, and knows more of a 
ship than most men. 

Captain W takes himself to hospital this morn- 
ing, and by bis sickly appearance we fear we shall be 
chieflesB for a few weeks. 

11th April. — " Persian " arrived from Mozambique ; 
she must be nearly the last sailing brig in com- 
mission. One of her youngsters, volunteering to do 
the cornier to Cape Town, rode his horse to death, 
after accomplishing the twenty-five miles in one hour 
and a half. 

21tt AprS. — ^Towards the afternoon we see a peculiar 
kind of vessel coming in, frigate-like, but yellow washed 
yards and sails cocked and furled ; she anchors, and by 
the admiral's flag at the mizen we see it is the " Fate." 
There is the modem admiral with white bat marching 
the poop, familiarly chatting with his officers, and as 
jolly and merry at fifty as he was at twenty years of 
age. Her officers say she is very comfortable. 

2Sth April. — At midnight the " Fate " steams gently 
out of harbour, with band playing — 

<* We're off far C^« Town earl; in the tovnlng." 
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The moonlight night is so beautiful and bo alloring 
that a few of us take the little boat *' Constance," and 
pnll after the old ship, keeping her company to the 
light-ship, when, with a hearty &rewell, we turn 
aboat, regretting thus to lose the " Fate," her admiral 
and officers. The admiral goes to Table Bay, to gire 
a farewell ball to the inhabitants. In consequence of 
bad weather, rendering tho anchorage within the bay 
dangerous, ihe ball dwindled to a hasty ddjeuner, after 
which the " Fate " slipped her anchor and stood out 
to sea. So ends Admiral Keppel's administration of the 
Cape station, and so begins that of Bear-Admiral Sir 
Baldwin Wake Walker. 



3 by Google 



A CRUISE IN THE "QORQON." 



CHAPTER IV. 

ScAiahIng for a lott ship laden with LegiBlatire CooncUton— We put 
into Algo* Bay—MoMel B«y— To (he Mo*aml>iquB— A nnn over- 
boord— A itonu nt sea — AiriTal ftt Natal— The cotton-growiDg 
oapabilitj of that colony. 

17^ I/Lay. — The old alup is ordered to go in search 
of aome missing steamer ; while onr first lientenaat is 
crammed with no end of orders, unr second is despatched 
in a carriage and four to Gape Town, why I cannot 
make out, consideriDg we are to be off in an hour, and 
he cannot possibly reach his destination onder four 
hours ; besides we are already short of officers. It is 
now 10 F.H., and in an honr we have got up steam, 
taken in ten days' proTisions, cast off from mooring 
buoy, and are o£^ leaving three officers and about 
fifty men behind. The " Penguin " accompanies ns, 
but we are first in the race, she has not even steam 
ready. The moniiug fiods us cruising along the 
land, going into every nook and comer to find the 
missing ship, which appears to have on board Sir 
Walter Currie and half-a-dozen members of the Legis- 
lative Council. 

Our fii(nialman is kept at tlie mast-head all day; 
officers and man are on the ^t vive night and morning. 
It appears that the unfortunate vessel, being short of 
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coals, has been driven off the coast nith but a few days' 
provisions on board. 

"We search in vain, after looking into every creek, bay, 
and harbour along the coast without saccess. We put 
into Algoa Say (nhich, by-the-by, is a rapidly progressing 
place), where we heard that the object of our search had 
been picked up a fortnight ago by onr successful rival, 
the " Penguin" — ^hang her ! We console ourselves as 
well as we can, and on the 31st May, the weather having 
moderated, we lift our anchor and return to Simon's 
Bay. There are some of ns who actually hope there 
may be many vessels adrift near the Cape — our com- 
mander being at Cape Town at the tima Now, of the 
places visited on the last cruise, Mossel Bay, the first 
place worthy of note, is a very industrions little sea-port, 
monopolised by some enterprising Datehmen. It con- 
tains about thirty or forty houses, all substaatially built 
of stone. Its bay is well fitted to be made a harbour of 
refuge, which is greatly needed. The population seemed 
guided by the motto " Early to bed, early to rise," &c., 
for at 7 P.M. most of them had drawn down their white 
blinds in the upper rooma All were traders doing a good 
business. We visited one iamily who were preparing to 
celebrate in a most loyal manner her most gracious 
Majesty's birthday ; and from the way they proposed 
doing it, we felt very much uidined to prolong our stay 
over that date, but the missing ship " Waldensian " 
determined us to prefer the open sea to a bed of clover. 

Algoa Bay is apparently a flourishing place, but 
having an open roadstead and no harbour can never 
thrive in comparison with neigbboaring places having 
good ports ; ike people do not lack energy or tlte 
money to improve matters. The streets are generally 
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wide and longr, bat irregularly boilt, up hill and down 
dale, one pavement Hometimes topping the other by 
several feet; the roads often eimilarly inclined. There 
are banks, insurance offices, churches, chapels, town- 
hall, library, &c., indications of wealth and enlighten- 
ment. On a bill, overlooking the town, there is a 
pyramidal monument to the memory of " the most per- 
fect of human beings," the wife of a magistrate, after 
whom the place is called " Port Elizabeth." 

It is a strange sight to see the town crowded with 
gannt semi-civilized Kaffirs, and more curious still (near 
a place of such civilization) are their primitive dwellings, 
— mere pigstyes — situated on the top of the hill, close 
to other houses ; the tribes inhabiting them not a whit 
better than when they were the lords of the soil. The 
males are indeed strapping fellows, but the mind does 
not light up the exterior; nevertheless, they are some- 
what imposing in appearance, and I am told adhere to 
most of their native customs. 

8th June. — One of our fellows has just arrived from 
Cape Town, having witnessed the races and quietly netted 
a few pounds. He thought the whole a very, very poor 
afbir; but still a few good horses ran, and considering 
they are of colonial breed, are not to be despised. 

nth June. — We are, at last, off to the Mozambique, 
the sea of slaves and prize money ; the anchor is up 
and down ; sails are loosed, and we only wait for a mis- 
sioaary and his baggage to start At last we descry 
him in the distance, he comes alongside with (of course) 
a large boatful of traps ; a whip on the main-yard soon 
hoists them on board. .The fifer strikes up a merry 
tune, — round goes the capstan; no end of "hissing" 
by boat's-mates ; the "cat" and "fish " are walked away 
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with; sail ia niRde, the old ship makes directly for 
the stem of the " Nardsaus," and, before she can be 
brought under coDtrol, has nearly poked her flying jib- 
boom through the admiral's stem windows. However, 
there is no harm done ; we get ahead, and soon clear of 
the channel, and cat of signal distance, standing along 
the coast towards Natal. 

17^ June. — We have several passengers on board : we 
hare a missionary for Atrica, and two other fellows who 
mess with us, viz., one, a fine specimen of a good Scotch- 
man, the latter an ornament to his native Cape colony. 
The time slips by very quickly with these com- 
panions. During the day we let them into the mys- 
teries of " selling the horsd," which they vow is a 
glorions institution, together with cutting for beer, &c. ; 
and when Nature has put on her sable-spangled mantle, 
we initiate them in monk and other games. To-day 
the wind is squally, nearly every one but the parson 
fisels uncomfortable from the motion of the sea. To- 
wards noon the cry of " man overboard !" hurries all 
hands upon deck 

There we see the cotter, which has been struck by a 
heavy sea, her bow hanging in the foaming water ; at 
her stem is a man fast clinging to her for his very life. 
A sea strikes and covers the boat, and the man is swept 
away. No, he has clntched at the bow, and is finally 
hauled oa board. The cutter, tearing erery^ng with 
her, is obh'ged to be cut away, and shortly we see our 
&vourite boat, which has saved many a life, sinking 
■stem. Nearly all of us are on our beam ends, from lazi- 
ness and other causes ; but the little substantial-looking 
missionary is indefatigable : now with the sailmaher, Uien 
with the ropemaker, afterwards with the carpenters, pick- 
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ing up a fimatteriDgof tbeir reepective trades ; and wisely 
BO, for he will need all hie knowledge in Central Africa, 
where he will have to depend upon his own right arm. 

His sermons are rather strange, and only adapted to 
the meanest capacity. On Sunday with flowing surplice 
he descended to the lower deck, and with the top of a 
grog-tub for a pulpit, dwelt very eloquently upon 
nothing. Still he is a sturdy little fellow, and wonld 
take a tremendous hit from the shoulder without losing 
his 1^, and in tact is just the build for a missionary 
to these savages. Of course we hear a good deal of 
the Oz£)id, Cambridge, and Dublin Missionary Society; 
but find ourselves solely impressed with the wonder that 
it can afford to throw away so much valuable money. 
Here, for instance, are no end of superfluous things sent 
from England and the Cape to the Mission ; things that' 
never can be dragged through this country. Servants 
as well as masters are supplied with the most expenaire 
and useless luxuries from scented soap to tooth-picks. 
There appears to be something wrcHig at their head-quar- 
ters, for it is a well-known fact that these missionaries are 
traced by the articles left behind in tbeir travels, to 
chance or rot with no one to care a straw about them. 
Thus money procured with so much difficulty is thought- 
lessly squandered. Every member of the mission seems 
to have unlimited powers over the society's purse. In 
fact everything is done so loosely that I fear the few 
real sterling Christians among them will leave the field 
open to the majority, whose zeal in temporal mattetv 
appears to have eaten np whatever zeal they once 
possessed for spiritual affairs ; and in such a service as 
this, on which perhaps depends the glorious conversion 
of millions of poor wretches. 
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21gt June. — About midnight there is a sudden still- 
ness, the air clammy, the cloade dark, dubious, sad 
threatening, until the lightning's vivid flash assembles 
the elements, as it were, to solemn conclave for deeds 
of d^truction. A. period of snspenee and then a tre- 
mendouB clap of thunder. Wind, rain, lightning became 
terrific and grand, the whole horizon now so light, then 
80 dark, each tietj rope so viaible, then so suddenly 
lost in darkness. The pelting rain and mighty wind battle 
for preeminence, and in the fray our fore and main>top 
sails and top-^^allant sails are blown into ribbons. 

At one time we expected to see the masts whipped 
out of us, but after midnight the wind subsided. After 
tiie etorm comes the calm ; in the momiug we find the 
wind gone, then we gaze about and wonder how such 
tiiick sails have been torn into shreds, which leaves us 
(comparing small things to great) to think of " the day 
of His wrath." 

i2nd Jwte. — The events of last nigfat quite aetoniBh 
our passengers ; but the little parson kept the deck the 
whole time, although drenched to the skin. The sight 
was certainly one of most awful grandeur ; but we may 
expect such often in the Mozambique in November 
next I suppose some of our sailing brigs must have 
got their quietus in this manner. 

The natives here know the weather so well as to fore- 
see storms, and consequently do uot show themselves 
until the danger is. passed ; or, at all events, make all 
snug helore the storm comee. 

At noon we arrive at the roadstead of NataL A 
pretty little tug-boat comes from the harboor, dipping 
her small nose into the huge waves, and swerving about 
most ongraoefully. Her officers (half-caste Portuguese, 
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evidently) are vainly dressed a la Boyal Navy ; but re- 
versing the order of things ; the pilot topping the skipper 
by one stripe, aad the first lieutenant (for they have 
here, as in the navy, a chief housemaid) modestly adopts 
the plain ring of the civilians. 

The entrance to the harbour can scarcely be seen 
from oar position in the roadstead, the land being very 
low. It appears that Natal has its disadvantages; the 
entrance to the harbonr is always choked by debris, the 
sewer being insafScient to carry it oat to sea, there 
being only six feet on the bar. Ships arriving and 
departing have to wait for the spring tides. The 
municipality have some plan in progress for carrying oft 
the obstruction, bnt appear to be very slow in maturing 
their ideas; most likely for want of the great fulcram — 
funds 1 

As yet this young colony has had very up-hill work, 
but already shows signs of growing prosperity. 

The population consiets of about 500 Europeans 
and some Madras coolies, sarroanded by a camp 
of 100,000 KafBrs, the former occupy substantial- 
looking housee, the latter their dirty ant-hill kind 
of hut, and are governed by their own barbarous laws 
and customs. They pay to the colonial Government 
a kind of poll tax, which puts £10,000 a year into 
oui excheqaer, and wbich goes toirards defraying the 
expenses of Natal colony. 

I^m experiments made by a party of enterprising 
Gennans, rich hopes are ent^iained that the vast and 
beautiful plains now unoccupied will in a few years do 
much towards rendering England independent of Yankee 
slave cotton. 
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CHAPTER v. 

Anirat at oar eraidiig gioimd in wftvch of Slftvera— Propantion* fbr 
ths Chase— Cutting vood Hliore— Our BoffiaD— The SlaTe Tr»d«— 
HoBunbiqne— French evasioai of Blare TTCsUea — The DUowa or 
Stare Sbips — A acane cm toard with two refugee Slares. 

23rd June. — Arrived at our cniiung ground. We ore 
not to be oyer particalar ia the reading of antiquated 
8lftTe treaties, but are to paea with the mythical coach* 
and-four through their maoy^ wide prorisos. Nor are 
we tied down to certain parts of the station, bat have 
the whole Mozambique to carry out our little piratical 
intentions, and do the John Bull to our heart's content 
at the expense of " Jack Arab." 

After mahing a {nize bag c^ £25 (made up of a day's 
pay from each ofBoer and man), — a fourth to be given to 
the man who first reports e dhow, the whole to him who 
first sees and reports a square-rigged vessel, — and station- 
ing, two men at each mast-head, we imagine ourselves 
already tiie fortunate possessors of a small fleet of 
slavers ; but are much more assured when we hear that 
all our boats, saving the diugy, will be sent away on in- 
dependent cruises, and in this kind of manceuvre we 
can excel most other sbips of our sise, for being a 
" Flapper," as Jack disrespectfully but lovingly calls ns. 
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we have two huge paddle-box boata in additJMi io the 
usual complement, which are dow being fitted. 

Thia is bright weather by day and night, with just 
8n£Bcient fleeting squalls to reuder the air cool and 
pleasant, which makea the Mozambique quite charming ; 
but it is too good to laBt long. 

The time slipB away very lightly as we neat the 
equator, and no wonder. Erery one has his work to 
do, and plenty of it Wliile the artificers are hammer- 
ing away at the boats, putting on some false keels, on 
others higher gunwales, fitting and rigging all for 
farther cruising, our captain is employed bringing the 
men into shape, superintending the artiScei-s, &c. Tha 
medical department is preparing that staff of life in 
this latitude — quinine — as well as other medicines ; and 
the paymaster's staff are wading through treaties: — in 
fact every one appears to be doing something for the 
cruisers. 

As a matter of course "Jack's Parson" is up to his 
eyes in work : at daylight holystoning decks with the 
men, the remainder of the day making hammocks and 
mending sails, &c. 

If possible, we are to communicate with the Congoni 
river to collect intelligence of the Livingstone expedi- 
tion, but the tremendous swell setting down towards 
the beach prevents us doing so ; therefore we stand in 
fbrSafalo. 

5ih Jviy. — ^Thd ship having anchored about nine 
miles off the decayed fort, a party of us get ready to go 
on shore in a paddle-box boat ; the usual amount of 
eatables and drinkables indicate an absenoe of at least 
twenty-four hours. Our captain and the parson form 
the expedition. They are scarcely out of sight when 



3 by Google 



CASUABINA. 69 

our mast-heftd men report a sail on onr starboard bow. 
The men aloft, cat-like, watcbing tbe movements of tbe 
stranger, wbo, now seeing as, alters course, tbereb^ in- 
creasing our Buapicion. 

In half an bonr steam is np, anchor weighed, and we 
are bowling towards her. Ah] she anchora; up go 
the Portogaese colours to her peak. In two hours the 
commanding officer, together with myself, board her 
in tbe dingy. Soon we are creeping under batches, 
amongst rice, oofTee, and various other merchandise, 
plain indications of legal trade. Nor are we sorry to 
finish this examination, and so regain the refreshing 
air, for all below is foul and ofTensive. 

I feet coavinced that tbe main hatchway has been 
used for other purposes than the right. 

All onr bands have been expectantly watching oar 
approach, and we feel sorry to dispel that semi-smile 
flitting over their countenances ; but their curiosity will 
have it, therefore the words " No prize I" are uttered, 
and every one looks disappointed. Never mind, we re- 
trace oui- steps, satisfied at least that the vessel so 
gospiciously eyed in the offing is no slaver. 

Again we pick up our anchorage off SaEalo, and to- 
wards night are joined by the more fortunate part of 
the picnicers, who appear in the captain's galley. 

7^ Jvly. — We cannot land at Congoni, the winds 
having raised a heavy sea towards shore ; therefore 
stand on for Casuarina. 

lOA July. — Here we stop a few days, cutting a 
quantity of wood to economise the fuel. The little 
parson, first lieutenant, myself, and another land, build 
a but (Indian fashion}, elect a cook for the day ; the 
rest of OS set to as backswoodmen " felling trees," and 
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jost as the sqb is od the meridiaa down go the axes. 
Dinner is aerTed beneath onr roBtic tent, and with the 
help of a bottle of sherry and other dainties we feel as 
jolly as gipsies. Then the usual cigars, pipes, grog, and 
a nap ; after which we have only just time for a walk 
round the island before tea. 

We driye into the little foieat of American pine, 
where we discoTer traces of man, as shown by heaps of 
old fires and decayed huts. On the beach we find an 
old bark canoe, something similar to an immense shoe ; 
but we cannot find a single human being. 

And now that we have walked completely round the 
island, we suddenly come upon a party of our Kroo boys, 
singing their monotonous but time-keeping chorus, 
working away like sawyers ; then once more return to 
our hut, and over pipes and grog almost envy the 
Indian's lot, until " clouds gather over us and thunder 
is heard," wid the rain (aud tropical rain, too) comes 
tumbling down, and so puts a damper ou our feelings 
and capsizes our romance. Finally we coil our blankets 
around us ; but, as bad luck will have it, I cannot get a 

wink of sleep, for there is that U crawling about 

like a crab, occasionally placing his cold hand upon 
my face. All right; he is fumbling and feeling to 
get at something (that something a bottle of brandy). 
Unfortunate, miserable wretch that I am 1 some one has 
placed it under my head for safety. For safety ! with a 
thirsty Irishman hovering about it like a hawk. For 
peace of mind and quiet rest I pass the cratur over to 
the voracious animal ; but having secured it be makes 
natters worse by smoking, drinking, and singing all 
night, against every kind of remonstrance. At last, 
feeling quite done up, I drop asleep just as daylight 
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Appears. Awaking about seven I am certainly gnrprised 
to see M coming in from a long \yalk. 

Having cut sufficient wood we leave it with fires 
blazing, the usual vay of showing affection to such 
places. 

13th July. — At the same time we leave the life-boat 
and second gig on a cruise to Angosca river and islands. 

This, our first detachment of boats, has been so hastily 
arranged as to leave the chances of a safe return som^ 
what doubtful. The boats are crammed with all 
kinds of stores, casks, compass, bags, arms, spars, sails, 
provisions, lanterns, and ammnnition, — all huddled to- 
gether like a midshipman's chest afloat. The gunwale 
is within six inches of the water, and a heavy sea out- 
side. The carpenter, who has not quite finished patching 
up, is turned out ; and with a " push off" we make sail, 
and run into the Angosca, — ^the place where the " Lyra's" 
boat's crew were murdered by Arabs ; but, never fear, 
we'll endeavour to take care of ourselves. 

XQih Juhj. — Off Mafamale island, we pick up first 
lieutenant's detachment, who conld not enter the An- 
gosca on account of swell, so returned with fisherman's 
luck, without even a single adventure to relate, except 
being half-Bwamped several times. We make the best 
of our way to Mozambique, at which place we arrive on 
the morrow, 

nth Jtdij. — Just dusk as the Arab pilot takes us 
through the dangerous reefo, and anchors us inside the 
capadoQB harbour. The pilot's boat is alongside, manned 
by naked slaves who wince at the cruel cold ; then 

ensues an amusing dialogue between H and the 

parson ; the former maintains — of course to aggravate 
the parson, who is looked upon as a Jonah by all bauds 
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— that a sUve is the coonecting link between man and 
monkey. 

The parson asks, " Do you see that slave's foot ?* 
(pointing to slave). " Yes," answers H. 

"Is it not more like your own than a monkey's?" 
continnes the parson, " Certainly," saye H. 

" Then you are more like a monkey than that slave, 
Q^od erat dsmondrandum," says the parson ; and H, ia 
silent. 

Anchor in five fathoms. Sebastian flag-stafT, S.S.E., 
pier head S.W. by W. As it is dark we cannot see 
much of the town. 

18^ JvJy, — The harbour is very large, commencing 
at the fort ; then comes an avenue of trees on a gentle 
incline ; then a heap of dirty iron rusted, once white- 
washed, flat-roofed honses, then a church and pink- 
freecoed governor's palace, with its rank weedy garden 
in front ; and a pier, with sugar-loafed stone buttresses 
running out to sea; and, lastly, a dilapidated cathedral, 
remindingone of past nu^nificence under Jesuitical sway. 

On the other side of the harbour (which is about ten 
miles broad) there are some very good honses, habita- 
tions of the opulent Fortugaese. 

In the harbour there are two or three dhows, minia- 
ture junks, alias slaveKwffins, and a French barque ready 
for their living freight; also a Portuguese schooner of 
war (which will do a stroke of illegal traffic at a pinch), 
and a rakish-looking schooner, the property of a mer- 
chant of Mozambique. 

About nine A.IC., a swarm of bark canoes, with pecu- 
liar outriggers, and paddled by naked Africans, surround 
the ship , the Africans shouting most barbarously, ever 
fad anon, as passion moves them ; dashing their one 
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paddle from eide to side into the water, propelling tlieir 
frail barks by jerks and starts, a zig-zag course. 

A mongrel Arab sharper comes on board to acquaint 
all tbat it may concern, that be has sour oranges, pines, 
and otlier tasteless fruit in bis canoe. Before arriving 
at this place it was understood tbat every one on board 
sboold keep tbe ship's movementa secret, so tbat we might 
not allow the slave-merchants to evade us and effect tbe 
safe delivery of tbeir cargoes; but this momingoar captain 
has — I cannot help thinking, injudiciously — engaged an 
Arab, named Bullhead, to be our cruising interpreter 
and general spy on tbe slave coast He promised to 
do all this for £5 per month, and a reward of £10 if we 
capture a dhow, and £20 if we capture a square-rigged 
vessel on his information. These half-breed Arabs are 
generally roguish ; a species of low cunning outcasts, 
possessing the subtlety of the Asiatic, the treachery of 
the Arab, and cowardice of the negro ; and would do any- 
thing for a few dollars, even to seliing'their own partita, 
if they only knew them. Our rufBan I will describe. 
He wears a large white turban, on a little grisly cocoa- 
nut-looking skull ; bleared right eye, left blind ; face, a 
dirty black, indented by small-pox, the marks of the 
disease being darker than tbe other parts of tbe skin. 
Extended nostrils, thick lips, and short neck; a light 
soiled cotton garment comes below the knees, and over 
it a bad imitation of a Zouave jacket, white, with a dash 
of blue. Feet very large ; toes awkwardly separated, 
like extended fingers. He speaks balf-a-dozen coast 
jftrgoDS, besides a smattering of Arabic, French and 
English. His ears were at the full cock, and his one 
nye here, there, and everywhere. Such is our interpreter, 
an unpleasant man to meet at night in a country lane. 
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where lawa are lax, money scarce, and assistance scarcer, 
anlese armed with a good blackthorn or a double-barrelled 
pistol (in preference to a Colt revolver). This is the kind 
of man that yon must sometimes shake hands with, but 
always do it with the other hand clenched, ready to 
knock him down. Talking about the price of men, one 
day our interpreter said that he wonld sell his father 
for ten dollars; then, as if remembering some old grudge^ 
said, " no, five dollars ;" but, to give the fellow his due, he 
vowed that he would not sell his mother for double that 
sum. As his sole object ia lucre, I think if his country- 
men offered him a lai^r bribe, he would show one 
redeeming point in giving them the preference, and 
become a spy on our movements ; therefore I think we 
are better off without him, but time will tell. 

The Governor appears to have the ntmoat hatred of 
slavery and the slave trade; but I believe, like all 
other Portuguese Governors, however well intended, he 
is sure to be overcome finally by the great temptations 
the inhuman traffic offers, especially as his pay depends 
nearly on it. 

But he says that in capturing dhows we cannot make 
a mistake, all of that kind of craft being slavers. Pei^ 
haps he wants to draw our attention from the lai^ 
rakish barqoe in harbour, by sending us after the small 
Ijy ; but our captain does not feel inclined to do this. 

19ih July, — We have had a great deal of rain every 
day, thermometer 75°; still the evenings are very 
pleasant. 

Land near the fort, walk up a pleasant avenue of 
trees, pass the market, the tradespeople of which con- 
sist of a dozen nearly naked men, women, and children, 
squatting and lying down in a state of semi-torpor 
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before their commodities, viz., a few black trnwholeeome 
bBQanss and otber decayed fruit. Scores of children 
with abdomens extended, faces furrowed, painted and 
daubed with yellow and red ochre, bask in the sun, 
like lumps of india-rubber, amidst dirt and dust, to all 
appearance motherless. 

The streets are very narrow, but consequently shady : 
the houses are flatrroofed and Mahommedan-like, the 
square flat top serving for tank, promenade, and place 
of derotion. 

There are two old bam-like cathedrals, very dilapi- 
dated and ugly. Slaves are the principal human beings 
to be met walking and lounging about the streets ; the 
males shave and polish their scalps, then expose them 
to the Bun and rub them with grease, which makes them 
look like polished cocoa-nut shells. 

To-day we visited one of the unadorned plainly- 
whitewashed mosques of the Puritan sect of the Arabs 
(>fahommedan8 are divided into seeta like ourselves). 
This sect, a sort of low-church party, will not permit 
their mosques to be dressed up with any tinsel, gaudy 
fumiture, or articles of pomp and show whatever. 

Although the Mahommedan is such an infidel as to 
be q»it» beyond the possibility of having the joys of a 
Christian hereafter, I cannot help stopping in the street 
to admire him in his devotions. About sunset, passing 
the bouses, we saw the faithful Moslem at prayer ou 
bis house-top as of old, coolly robed in a venerable long 
white dress; his dark, tanned, serene, fine featares, 
Jong beard, and full, expressive eye occasionally lighted 
up by his deep-rooted and ardent religious feelings. He 
stands, kneels, and falls extended on his small square of 
matting or carpet, humbly kissing it, his face turned to 
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the holy East. Thtu he oootinnea praying to the 
Qreai AUah most feirently and devotedly for at least an 
hour, never heeding any^iing or any one ; and this duty 
he repeats five times a day. 

Called on M. Sonrea, a Portaguese gentleman, and 
kind of consular agent, who informed ub that an adult 
slare can be bonght for £4 in Euglish money, and 
children half that sum, all of whom are kidnapped irom 
their patents in the interior. Ko wonder that the un- 
principled Portuguese prefer this fast way of making 
their fortunes, to the slower method of legal trade and 
cotton growing. The tribes bordering the coast are 
constantly at war, and caravans are always ready with 
their beads, brass wire, and cotton clothes, to purchase 
the captive who are then brought to the great marts 
for sale, and to be shipped in dhows for Madagascar, 
and eventually for foreign markets. 

The Portugaese officers are badly paid by their 
Qovemment, because tbey are expected to dabblo in 
and support the slave trade, which, supposing the offi- 
cials were well paid, would languish. There is scarcely 
a shop in the town, everything and every one appears 
to be connected with and contaminated by the slave 
trade, which seems to banish all manliness and nobility 
from the countenance, and to place in their stead a 
sneaking, cowardly, and suspicious lurking look. 

20th July. — Our men are getting on board numbers 
of huge pigs, wliich being defiled, according to the 
belief of their former owners, are sold cheap to the less 
superatitioUH but more hungry blue-jackets, who never 
stick at trifles. 

Some of our boats are beginning to look fit for cruis- 
ing ; pinnace has been raised full seven inches ; starboard 
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paddle has an immetiBe false ^eel, commencing at 
nothing and ending with three feet deep at the stem. 
Life-boat has a few of the pinoace's bottom boards 
nailed above her gunwale, second gig is very well fitted, 
bat is scarcely worth the expense, as she is very shaky 
and rotten. 

On the West Coast of Afiriea, where the sea is geoe- 
rally like a sheet of glass, boats scarcely want fitting at 
all ; but in the stormy Mozambique, where they con- 
stantly lose dght of land, a little more condderatiou for 
the welfare of those who man the boats is highly 



This afternoon two fine>looking Arabs came on board. 
It appears they are cousins to the Sultan of Johanna. 
The chief one, by name " Said Omar," ten years ago 
being enrions (^ hia cousin, tried to efTect a revolntion, 
gathered his Irienda and commenced a little political 
intrigue ; but being found ont was exiled, kitfa and kin, 
since wt^cji time he has laboured to do Englishmen in 
general whatever service he could, rescuing some from 
shipwreck, ransoming olbers from Arab rogues, and 
gaining for himself no end of testimonials, which speak 
highly of his philaDtbropic deeds. For the last few 
months both the cousins have professed great anxiety 
to return to their &therland (Johanna), bat dare not for 
fear of losing their heads. They have gone on board 
every English man-of-war arriving at Mozambique, 
showing their testimonials and seeking mediation, hat 
it appears with very little success, in consequence of 
the Saltan forbidding any cme to approach him on the 
mbject. 

There are few things worth buying to be got at 
Mozambiqae. The conchologist can amuse himself by 
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making a fine cnllection of ahellB, found on the many 
reefs in the Ticinity, — cowries and other ehella of every 
description will make his heart glad ; a blear-eyed old 
Arab will give him a large baaket-full for a ahiUing, 
but will be sure to ask more. Ivory can be got iu any 
quantity. Grass mats can be bought for half a dollar 
each, some of them very pretty. These are made by 
female slaves ; and, even taking that fact into consider' 
ation, it is wonderful how they can sell their prodnctiona 
so cheaply, because each mat takes a slave about a 
month to make. First the grass has to be coloured, 
then the different stripes plaited, then sewn together 
according to taste, a work of immense labour. 

Food is dieap ; muscovy ducks. Is. 6d. each ; fowls, 
4d. ; potatoes, 48. per cwt. ; orangoB, 2fl. per hundred ; 
<-ofFee, excellent, of a peculiar chocolate flavour, 8d, 
per lb.; rice l^d. per lb.; eggs, Is. per dozen. The 
native bullocks, with their dainty humps, are fine eating, 
and cost about £1 each. Sheep very scarce, few of the 
natives being civilised enough to eat them; their 
wretched substitutes, goata, are plentiful enough, but 
hardly worth having at any price. 

There is very little English money in the place, 
although every man-of-war leaves about £200. 

Clothes are not to be trusted on shore, at least not 
to the present washermen, Indians, who beat them to 
rags, half wash them, put dirty starch ioto them, and 
pass a cold iron over them, and finally try to steal them, 
sometimes with success. 

Our captain did all he could for the consiis of the 
Sultan, volunteering to take them to his Majesty, and 
plead their cause, which they did not seem to relish, 
but prepared a petition to tlieir angry lord, which we 
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were to deliTer, the captaia promising to engage our 
ooosul ia their behalf, in consideration for their kind- 
nees to our countrymen. We also pleased them much 
by repairing their musical box, which had come to grief- 
There are numbera of dhows in harbour, which being 
the usual vessels for transporting slaves, I most describe 
more fully : — by-tte-bye, our friends of this morning do 
a considerable stroke of business in the slave trade. 
There is their dhow under French colours. Johnny 
Crapand has a knowing systeni of slaving entirely to 
bis own self, having several possessions in this latitude, 
including Bourbon and Mayotte islands, which are little 
else but slave farms. France having subscribed to the 
treaty, her subjects cannot do the thing openly ; they 
consequently buy and collect slaves along the coast 
from the numerous barracoons, and call them emigrants, 
"free slaves," engages, or some such hypocritical names. 
We cannot touch them, they are iree to take black 
emigrants! 

Dhows are of two kinds: the soDthem dhows are 
those that ply between Congoni and Zanzibar, and are 
like Gliinese junks, heavy in the poop, sharp slopmg in 
the bow and stem, and varying from 10 to 100 tons, 
with one or two masts, according to size ; they have 
fine single spars, with very long latteen yards and sails, 
the largest ones having stem windows. Before the 
wind they will sail like witches, but on the other points 
sail badly. They take whichever turns up first, slaves 
or mercl^dize. They are generally armed with old 
flint-lock muskets, sometimes a small three-ponnder 
gun, t<^ther with assegais, da^ers, and two-handed 
Bwords, bat generally yield without fighting ; our boats 
Dsnally have a long chase unless they fire round shot ; 
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musket-bolla they ignore, but when the former is ased 
they haul down their immenae sail at once. These 
dh'jwa generally procure their slaves along the coast up 
river^ bights, and bays, the more concealed the better. 
An order is given to the alave procurers to get so many 
slaves by a certain time, divided into lots at different 
places on the coast ; generally the trader kidnaps them, 
aometimea giving beads, silk, and wire, &e. for the poor 
crestnreB. The dhowB then make their appearance, 
their owners giving cottons, dotb, silks, and dollars in 
exchange. At present, about Zanzibar, the price of a 
mate adult is about twenty or thirty dollars, lower 
down the coast, women, fifteen to twenty, children, 
one to five. Collecting the slaves as they go, they, 
when full, make fiiv Madagascar, where their cargoes 
are transferred into the stifling holds of French and 
Spanish ships that come up with the last of the 
southerly monsoon, which continues from Har<^ to 
October, and go away with the northern one, which com- 
mences in November, and lasts until Much. Slaves are 
so cheap that a cannibal might live cheaper on human 
beings than butcher's meat ; a slave costs less than a 
sheep. Great numbers have of late been fonnd in the 
southern dhows, for being alternately traders and slavers 
they do not remove their valuables ; moreover, Acabe 
are particularly fond of loading their concubines with 
very massive jewelry — anMeta, bracelets, earrings, gold 
mounted da^;ens &c, and all these are miceremo- 
niously taken off by Jack with all the g^tleness he is 
capable of. 

The northern dhow is a huge boat with straight 
stem, planks properly secured with nails, timbers, Sec, 
more neatly built tlian the others, but with just the 
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(tame kind of Bails ; the lai^est have beary poops, their 
most distinctiTe characteristic betitg the hurricane rudder 
standmg high above the stem, and managed by yoke 
lines rove through ontriggera on the quarter, and car- 
ried in board. The beet way to capture them is to cat 
titese lines, which being fitted very low down can be 
got at easily with a sharp knife : they then become un- 
manageable, and offer less resistance. These nortbem 
dfaowB ply between Moecat, Persian Gulf, and Zanzibar. 
They are the acknowledged pirates of the coast, and 
when ohased they throw their slaves overboard. A short 
time ^o one of them had on board 240 slaves, which 
having cost on an average not more than two dollars 
aacfa, were not equivident to the value of the veeeel. 
On seeing a cniiser in chase the crew cut tbe throats 
of all the slaves separately, then threw them overboard, 
to save the dhow : but when the slaves exceed the value 
fi the dhow, they either make a bold run for it, or else 
land them. Their most common method when chased 
near the coast is to throw the elav^ overboard, tmsting 
to their being picked up on the coast by canoes ; at 
other times when they are eore pressed the whole cargo, 
chained, is dropped over the side. This is not a story 
of West Coast origin, nor of ten years ago, but of the 
present day. People are apt to think that these hor- 
^ riUe features in this inhnman traffic have disappeared ; 
I only wish th^ had. Oniisers in capturing generally 
adhere to tbe rule of red flag (Arab), or none at all, 
as beang the safest plan, because many of our captains 
have, had to pay v^ heavy sams as indemnification 
tat the iQ^al capture of Portuguese vessels. 

The Portuguese flag covers a multitude of slaves. 
**Once bitten, twice shy," is a proverb that captains 
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cannot afford to forget. I have heard that a celebrated 
Portuguese slare company have a email man-of-war 
schooner as a blind ; it carries all the money for the 
purchase of Hlavcs, and generally leads onr cruisers aS 
the scent. 

By the treaty of 1S47, the Sultan of Zanzibar is 
allowed to traffic in domestic slaves between the lati- 
tudes of 10° S. and 2° N. All dhows without this 
limit engaged in the slave trade are liable to be cap- 
tured, and all dhows within the limits can he captured 
if without the Sultan's pass and Banian customs' clear- 
ance, and all dhows without coloniB or papers can be 
captured. The northern dhows generally steal their 
slavey and run outside the island of Zanzibar to cheat 
the revenae. After boarding the dhows, we generally 
put their crews on the nearest land, and take the slaves 
to the Seychelles, where they are taken care of. 

Until we get rid of the villainous crew, a sharp look- 
out must be kept on them. The " Lyra's " prize crew 
of a dhow were surprised by the slaver's crew ; when 
making sail their officer had a lai^e turban cloth thrown 
over his eyes, and, with the whole of his men, was thrown 
overboard. Their boat towing ast«m after having a 
heavy stone thrown into her to sink her, was cut adrift, 
but fortunately was not damped, and the officer and 
men being able to swim, got into their boat and were 
saved. 

On going through the streets of Mozambique we see 
neuly all the slaves disfigured in some way or another, 
according to taste; one little girl, about six years of 
age, has a brass-headed nail through her nose, and 
makes a kind of cribbage-board of her ears ; her face is 
barbarously gashed, and in the grooves a kind of yeUow 
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dust is inserted. These gasbee, extending from each 
eye round the cheek to the chin, form a crescent on 
the forehead, with a vertical line down the nose. The 
pattern differs but slightly in different individuals. 
About 10 P.M., a slave emerges from the sea alongside, 
having clambered into the dingy astern, over the taff- 
lail on board, and there he stands naked, shivering and 
supplicating evidently in an extremity of fear for his 
poor life: we eee his case at once, it is an everyday 
oecnrrence. He is a runaway, and must have swum, 
at least, two miles to get beneath onr time-hononred 
banting. A cup of hot tea and bread, &c., are eagerly 
devoured by him, then he begins to explain himself. 
By drawing his fingers across his throat, he illustrates 
some act attempted, or to be attempted, by his cruel 
master. We keep him on board until the captain 
arrives with the little parson ; the former humanely 
put his name in our boohs as one of our crew, thereby 
giving the protection sought ; the latter runs down below 
and shortly appears with a Baltic shirt and trousers, 
which he puts over the shivering limbs of the poor 
darkey, who can scarcely realize his position, emd when 
sent forward, etows himself away in some dark comer of 
the ship, and cannot be found even at meal hours. 

20th Jultf. — During the day we have another case of 
this kind. Our steam is blowing off, and we are in the 
usual man-of-war fever to get away, but fortunately the 
captain's clothes are at the washerman's, which is some 
gnarantee that we shall not lose our linen, which the 
dishonest Arabs keep back in hopes of the ship sailing 
without it I beaten on shore, and scramble through 
dirty huts and wigwams, and at last manage to collect 
about 200 pieces of the missing gear belonging to our 
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fellows, and with my prize harry back; getting on 
board, the anchor is weighed, and we are moTing. 

The pilot, an Arat^ is just leaving qb when one of his 
boat's crew, a slave, smuggles himself on board, and 
olingB to the gnn's tackle with desperation. With his 
fingers he imitates a terrible flo^ng, occasionally 
ottering doleM wretched cries, and pointing to his 
master, as the instmment of tortnre, who glares 
earthly the while. The captain orders him to be re- 
moved to his master's boat, but that is easier said than 
done ; the black clings most tenaciously, nor could he be 
dragged away, unless by force, which was not used. 
In the meantime the poor slave howls horribly, and the 
captain tells the owner to take his slave into his boat 
The task is too much for him, and at last the poor 
creature is left with na. He rushes forward and meets 
his brother, the runaway of last night, they shake hands 
together, then run aft and wave their hands triumph- 
antly at the almost maddened master dropping astern. 

I cannot help sentimentaliaing when I see these 
black fellows waving their hands, the blue ensign float- 
ing over their heads, and the master's savage look. 
The whole was a pantomime scarcely describable. 

As our paddle-wheels revolve once more we turn and 
toatJiingly look at the Portuguese flog floating insult- 
ingly over multitudes of these poor wretches. 
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CHAPTER TI. 

The NaHret of Pemba Bay-Onr Tint to their Chief, and t. night fn 
tbeii hata — A iaj's ahaotiDg — Kiiwata and its inh&bituita — A dhow 
in sight — The ahaae, and our great loaa — The slave maikeU of'Qniloa 
and Ibo — Onr dootor's craiBe amongHt the tlaTcra — A ntght on 
Latham laland — Anjval at Zanzibar. 

22nf2 Auffiut. — Femba Bay. — I proceed id the pin- 
nace, with another officer, to a villi^ within this bay, 
at which place we arrive at 6 p.m. We have Bullhead 
sad a. countryman of his, who was formerly the publio 
executioner, with ub. The beach having a very gradual 
elope, we are obliged to anchor very fax ont. The pin- 
nace is moored for the night ; bat begins to pitch nn- 
pleaeaotly : we get dose in shore without casualty, but 
suddenly find our little boat (m a reef of rocks, and there 
are hundreds of natives on the beach. In ten minutes 
we are once more afloat, and man^;e to find the way by 
starlight into a little creek, where we beach, and are 
immediately surrounded by a crowd of dirty natives, 
dad only with a little bit of cloth round the loins. 
They are all armed with spears, bows, and arrows, &om 
the all but sucking infant to the full-grown warrior. 
The ez-executioner buckles a cutlass, which we have 
lent him, round his loins, we load our only weapon, a 
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fowling-piece, with double charge, advance, and aak for 
an interview with the chietl Bullhead delivered the 
message, and the mob jabbered for a short time, then 
led the way through a number of rude huts to the chief, 
a little thiu half-caete Arab, clothed in a long, greasy, 
cotton shirt. He was very civil to us and pointed to a 
seat ontside his hut, where we brought ourselves to 
anchor ; and Bullhead said what he liked. We were 
somewhat excited with the peculiarity of our position, 
surrounded as we were by all the savages of the village, 
whose treacherous eyes were watohing our every move- 
ment. They constantly manceuvered to get on our 
flanks, Their intensely ugly visages, and their formid- 
able knives and spears were occasionally brought into 
strong relief by the flickering glare of a wood fire. All 
this might be very amusing, no doubt, to some people, 
bat, although there was nothing to fear, I could not 
help thinking that we were at the mercy of the sav^re 
wretches who obeyed no laws, either human or divine. 
At last. Bullhead said it was all right, the people were 
friendly ; they find us a hut, and things to sleep upon ; 
they light our flre, then leave ns to eujoy oniselvea as 
we best can. 

Before we lie down to sleep, we barricade the ap- 
proaches. At midnight I opened my eyes, and con- 
templated the scene. The sleepers were arranged in a 
square. Bullhead and the cntter-oET of heads — their black 
bodies all exposed — forming an angle, and I and my 
brother ofBca: another angle. In the centre a wood 
fire occasionally shot out a dismal flickering flame 
lighting np the villainous countenances of our black 
firiends ; and, half-sufibcated by the smoke (there being 
no chimney), I tumbled off to sleep. 
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On awaking next morning we found that the "black 
right angle " had gone off to the pinnace for our break- 
bst. About 9-30 they retained with two more of our 
EbUowb, ti^etherwith two rifles and implements of sport ; 
and after enjoying a hearty breakfast — all the people 
«TidenUj di^osted with our mode of eatingwith knives 
and forks, die. — we all started for s day's shooting. 
We shot over a most lovely and, apparently, endless 
plain, covered with long, rich grass, and towards evening 
returned with two brace of wild geese, three of teal, and 
numbers of smaller birds. We then said farewell to 
our friendly savages, first making them a few presents. 
We got on board the boat and were soon alongside the 
old ship, and were not a little proud of showing the 
contents of our bag, 

23r(2 Auffutt. — The pinnace — this time with a six- 
pounder gun and a rocket tube— goes on a cruise, with 
Bullhead, the interpreter, who is to be landed in disguise 
in order that be may obtain information concerning our 
friend, the barque, expected at Ibo for a cargo of slaves. 

2iih Avffiui. — Anchored ofl" Mongulho river for the 
night ; but gaining no intelligence weighed at day%ht, 
and stood on for Kiswara harbour; arriving at this 
place about 7 PJt. ; immediately the gunner was sent in 
the dingy, manned and armed, to communicate with 
the village ; and shortly retoms with a tremendously 
long face, reporting that the natives had deserted the 
coast village, and were falling back on a second. He was 
surrounded by thousands of savage-looking fellows, who 
thickly closed around him and his guard of two marines, 
the natives with knitted brows, wild geaticolations and 
daggers drawn. He said, " I didn't half like it, they 
appeared to be beut on mischief." Savagely they told 
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him that our boats bad left this place a week ago with 
three dhowB in tow. This was ho far Batisfactory, and 
the captain made np bis mind to gire the men a quiet 
Sunday by remaining at anchor ; but jnst as we were 
going to diviaions, a dhow passed round the comer, 
which leads , to the pipe, " Out paddle-boi boat I 
Presto !" is the word,— -a gig's mast for a mizen, another 
^r for the main, and a studdiog-eail for a tug are 
thrown into the old cruise water ; she pushes off in 
chase, but the dhow has made sail, and passes two- 
thirds of the arc forming the bay, hurrying to double 
the point Now she has rounded it ; the paddler can 
scarcely weather the reefs ruDuing out. At last she has 
done it; both have disappeared, and we prepare to 
go after them. The anchor is weighed, steam is blowing 
off, and we are away. Another dhow doubles the first 
point, but having no boat on board we relnctently give 
her up, 80 that we may overtake our paddler that is 
without a day's provision, and nearly out of sight — 
another iustauce of a long stern chase. At sunset we 
pick up onr boat, aad Learn that the dhow, setting larger 
saUs than she had at first, gradually drew ahead, and at 
last vanished, proving without doubt ibat she is laden 
with slaves. So we have lost about £500. 

These dhows with a fresh breeze after them will defy 
all our small boats. With a wind our boats would have 
the advantage. The very look of the dhow, with her 
light shallow bow and heavy deep poop-stem, shows that 
she is built for running before ^e monsoon winds ; be- 
sides, no dhow in Mozambique would try to beat to 
windward. 

Now we are off to Quiloa, next to Ibo the largest slave 
market on the coast Good authorities say that it 



3 by Google 



OVS BOGTOR RETVRNS FROM SIS CRUISE. 19 

Bends lOOO slavea annnall^ to Zanzibar alone ; and that 
from SOOO to 4000 are sent elsewliere : soma to supply 
the Portugaeae sonthem markets, the majority for 
European ebips that eneak along the coaet. 

Now we hear the glad tidings that the miseing 
paddler is iu sight ; we see her bearing down, and 
therefore let go onr anchor on Ukyera reels. All night 
we watch, bat in vain. Every eye is strained, rockets 
are iired, bine lights bomt, still no sign of our boat, 
although we saw her distinctly before dark. Perhaps 
she has anchored on the reef. Our present anchoragtt 
we find very dangerous, having only five fathoms under 
oar bottom in a place where there is a great fall of 
w&tet ; we are therefore obliged to weigh and stand off 
for the night. 

26th August. — On closing the land we once more see 
onr truant boat making towards us, and, as may be ex- 
pected, we hasten to meet her. In two hours she is 
alongside. I take the great sea doctor by the seat of 
his trowsers and cuff of his well-wom jacket, and pull 
him over the ship's side. His appearance was such as 
to make us look on him more as a curiosity than anything 
ludicrous. There he stood, his hair uncombed and 
matted, his red beard and whiskers crisped by the sun, 
covering nearly the whole of his fat face ; his eye- 
lashes gone, his eyes a strange light blue, so weak, 
and streaming with fluid ; his breast exposed, his jacket, 
Baltic shirt, flannel trowsers, and shoes nearly foiling 
ofi* for very rottenness ; his trowsers gaping, and as be 
jumped and fell down the hatchway his whole self 
resembled bo absurdly an immense gorilla, that I stood 
for some time thinking could a month's cruise so have 
altered him, and the boat's crew also, for they are 
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like lialf-srtarved gipsies ; bnt what can it all mean ? 
The old boat is made fast asteni, the ship moves 
sluggishly to seaward, the men ore taken forward, 
we pour a glass of sherry dowb the throat of the 
doctor, who rather astonishes us by saying, " Ho more 
just yet, I shall be screwed; it's the first dhrop of 
liqnor that I've tasted for ten days." We strip the 
poor fellow and get htm a bath, and after patting on 
more decent clothes he makes his appearance, with 
his gorilla phiz just touched up in the region of the 
nose, but surrounded with a circle of shade. He 
really looks so ridiculous that we can resist no longer. 
Every one is convulsed with laughter, which having 
subsided, we get from him the following sketch of his 
doings : — 

" On the night of the 24th July the boat filled up to 
the tbwartB, and spoilt nearly all our bread ; and finding 
no chocolate we sent on board for some ; and it was 
very lucky we did, as it afterwards turned out. 

" Directly the ship had left Tonghy Bay we crossed 
over to 'Xikoroa Island, and there plugged up the boat ; 
then commenced our cruise up the coast, putting into 
the different villnges, bartering with the natives, pulling 
□p rivera, and boarding dhows: all very easily up to the 
3rd AuguBt, when we poked into Sindy river, and there 
saw a large dhow at anchor, her sails unbent. Boarded 
and found in her abont fifteen fierce-looking Arabs, who 
conld neither show colours nor papers. We also found 
muskets, spears, swords, and a 3-poander gun, with no 
end of slave food and water, slave-irons and other gear. 
We, therefore, condemned her and tried to take her in 
tow, to get clear of the hundreds of natives who showed 
great inclination to assist their countrymen. Gould not 
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bend her sail. The gig's stem being torn ont by towing, 
and finding that we could not get her out, landed her 
crew ; her captain, an old Arab, refusing to leave the 
vessel, imploringly shaking the first lientenant's beard, 
and making ue understand that he had a box of gold on 
board that he longed to recover. The vessel was then 
ordered to be searched, but our blue-jackets had lashed 
her already. Boxes were foond, burst open and ran- 
sacked, and all was confusion. If ight was fast approach- 
ing, the natives were launching their canoes and making 
demoniac noises, so we hoisted the old Arab into the 
boat, got him on shore, and set fire to the dhow ; then 
quickly pulled out of the river, guided by the red glare 
of the blazing vessel. 

" Steering along the coast as before, we went first into 
one bay and then another, up the rivers and down again, 
boarding dhows and releasing tbem when their papers 
were correct. 

"The days passed quickly enough. We slept, we 
smoked, but seldom read. We marked time by the all- 
engrossing epochs of the day — oar meals, which we got 
from the blue-jackets' pot 

" The nights passed slowly enough, at sea especially. 
The same pitching and rolling ; the dark sea around ns ; 
the frowning, scudding clouds above, frequently depriv- 
ing us of the moon. When tired of smoking, of talking, 
and of thinking, while one lay down in the bottom of 
the wet boat to a restless sleep the other kept watch, 
and when sickly daylight dawned we were up taking 
our invigorating chocolate. 

" So we rubbed along until the 7th August when, on 
looking into EJswara, we saw three dhows running out 
of the bay. By firing a musket we got the smallest, to 
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show Arab colonrs, the others were above that kind of 

" W© boarded the dhows, which we fonnd without 
colonrs or papers, fitted for slave trade and ladeu with 
silks. There were seToral womtin on board. At first 
the crew refused to leave, but the Eroo boys very soon 
bundled the blacks into our boats, aud oar men made 
the Arabs follow. The women were dressed in the 
richest stuffs ; with rings on their fingers and riDgs on 
their toes, also in their noses. They had huge silver 
bracelets on their arms, and their legs were adorned 
with massive anklets of the same metal, whicli almost 
prevented their walking. Tliey endeavoured to conceal 
a box full of jewelry, which our bine-jackets quickly 
found, burst open and pillaged. Two of the women 
had gold-mounted daggers under their pillows, which 
Jack also deprived them of; and when the angry crea- 
tures were shorn of their fine charms, the same Jack 
assisted them into the boats with the utmost gentleness. 

" About ten miles from the shore one of the dhows 
rapidly filled with water, and went down, taking with 
her all my surgical instrumentB and clothes. We then 
made for the shore, observed the other dhows about six 
miles to windward, standing to the S.W. 

" Every day we endeavoured to bear to windward to 
rejoin the ship, hut the current prevented our making 
muchhcodway. Ontbo 17tliourprovisioDsbegan to&iL 
All the salt meat had gone, most of the biscuit had 
been spoilt and the remainder devoured. The grog 
had also vanished, and the chocolate was now the chief 
reliance, as it was both food and drink. The little water 
that remained was putrid. The chocolate was now gone, 
and for five days we lived upon a handful of rice and a 
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pint of water. On the 24th we managed to get aome 
fresh water ; and on the 25th, never shall I forget tiie 
joy that I felt on seeing the dear old ship Iieave in 
sight I I at once forgot all our little deprivations, and 
felt as happy as poseihle. We had to anchor for the 
night without reaching you, and next morning how 
astonished we were to find you gone. I was thoroughly 
disappointed, and abnsed you all to my heart's content ; 
but when you once more made your appearance, I felt 
very forgiving ; and on heing hauled neck and crop over 
the ship's side, thanked God I was once more on board 
the dear old ' Gorgon 1' Thus ends our little cruise." 

27^ Attend. — We anchor off Latham Island, a little 
patch of sand about ten feet high, the habitation of sear 
birds. 

The following day our guuner and third engineer 
take tlie dingy to land thereon ; the surf is so great 
that it capsizes them, and nearly drowns both of them. 
Now they are on shore, but can't get ofT. The surf in- 
creases, and BO with wet clothes, without even a light 
for a pipe, they try to sleep ; but it is too cold. The 
old gunner runs round the island to gain a little warmth, 
followed by a large flock of birds shrieking in his ears, 
flapping his face, skimming over his head, and (wmpletely 
surrounding him. He ran with all speed to get away, 
but it was no good, so he lay down, but not to sleep; 
his tormentors hovering over him as if he were a lump 
of carrion. It was amusing to heur the old gunner 
describe his night on the island, declaring, as he did, 
that it was the worst he had ever spent. 

Early in the morning they managed to get off, thankful 
to escape from voracious birds, and vowing never to 
land on such a place again. We liave an officer and 
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ten men, perhftpe, in the handa of FhilistineB, and I think 
it a pity to waste five days off this barren island, even 
for the sake of eqaippingthe paddler for another croise ; 
but I suppose our captain knows best. 

'A\d Anffuri. — We are now on our way to Zanzibar, 
and the captain wishes to drop the paddler, so that she 
may get to Pemba Island to intercept the Dorthem 
dhows ; bat there is no one on board to go. At last 
tlie gonner is sent ; unfortunately he knows nothing of 
navigation, " and the land is no longer in view." Never- 
theless be goes most willingly, showing a great deal of 
pluck. Although oSicers and men may always be 
found to volunteer for such services, I think, if I were a 
captain, I should consider the lives of twenty men &r 
more valuable than all the slave dhows in the Mozam- 
bique at £5 lOs. per ton. We leave the boat, with a 
bow-gun and six weeks' provisions, much better fitted 
than before. 

1st iSspteffiier.— Having arrived at Zanzibar we hasten 

on sliore, and to our joy find the missing H all 

right, comfortably lodged at the consul's bouse, looking 
as healthy as possible, and dressed in a grass skull-cap, 
large moostacbios, long beard, and cool white dining 
rig, much more like a distinguished foreigner than a 
second master R.N. We are also glad of the oppor- 
tunity to pay a visit to his hospitable host, Colonel 
Higby, Her Majesty's representative, of whose praise- 
woiihy efforts to suppress the slave trade on this coast, 
and benevolent exertions for the emancipation of slaves 
within the Sultan's territories, we have heard so much. . 

It being night, we found him according to Oriental 
custom on the top of Uie house, surrounded by a few 
guests, impatient to hear H 's account of himself. 
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We drop into ann-chairs, and, refreshed by the night 
air and delicioOfily coal claret, draw arouDd him and 
listen most attentively to a yarn, the sum and substance 
of which is that, at sanset on the 9th of August they lost 
sight of first lieutenant's dhow, and burnt a blue light, 
which not being answered, steered for the rendezvous ; 
bat on the following day found themselves off Quiloa, 
carried down by the current ; shortly a dhow came 
from this town and spoke them. At last two half- 
soldier looking Arabs came on board with a message 

from the King of QuSoa, asking H to go into that 

port with his two dhows. H remarked that Quiloa 

bad no king, and the Arabs replied thai tiiey meant the 

l^glinb consul. H assnred them that Her Majesty 

had not considered it necessary to send one there. 
They then tried the Portuguese consul, but H see- 
ing their drift, told them to begone. 

One of the strangers now began to use threatening 
langnage, when one of the crew pointed his rifle close 
to tiie man's head with intent to scatter his brains, but 
H stopped him. The Arabs then went away, and 

shortly their dhow came closer ; then for the first time 
our men saw about fifty semi-soldiers, mfiSanly-looking 
fellows armed to the t«etb, emerge from their biding- 

plaoe, and prepare to board. H arrayed his men 

with tbeir rifles loaded, pointed at ^e boarders ready to 
commence a few rounds of quick firing should tiiey 
make the attempt Seeing the determination of the 
small crew of Englishmen, the curs slunk off and ran 
for Quiloa to obtain more men and dhows, "for," said 
they, "we are determined to take you." It was 

eTident to H that shortly they would return 

witli greater force to recapture his dhows and murder 
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his crew; therefore, finding one of these dhows in ft 
sinking state, he gare her the finishing stroke and 
scuttled her. Feeling a great deal leas hampered with 
the gig astern he eudeaTOured to get to windward ; but 
was at last obliged to run before a heary south-wester, 
the boat astern towing under water ; and after taking 
out of her all ammunition and stores, he told his crew 
of her state, and asked if any two would volunteer to save 
her by casting off and sailing in company. As usual, 
all would go ; but finally three were selected. Taking 
two barrels of water, a little ammunition and thdr 
riSee, they jumped into her, cast off, and made sul. 
At sunset saw gig some distance astern, burnt a blue 
' light, but couM not shorten sail as wind was blowing 
very fresh. Breakers on lee bow, the gig nowhere to 
be seen ; remained the whole night bumping most un- 
pleasantly. At daylight found themselves on a reef 
near Quiloa Point, when tide rose and carried them off; 
bnt still left them in rather an awkward position. They 
bad a very good dhow under them certainly ; but her 
sails were split, and still splitting. In the shape of pro- 
vend^ they had a cask of rice and plenty of water, and 
no end of sea-room. After the affair at Quiloa they 
could not pot into any of the Tillages in the vicinity ; 
therefore determined to make for Zanzibar, the positiiHi 
of which they had but a very vague notion. 

By hugging the land they got on terj well, until 
about eight miles from their destination, when once 
more they found themselves on a cOTal reef — this time 
almost without a choice of getting off. Bo they let go 
the anchor, and by hauling on the cable day and night 
managed to ease the old craft gently over the rocks. 
' This was very tiring work, and they almost began to 
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despair. At l&st they determined to bum the dhow and 
take to the land, hoping to reach Bome place opposite to 
Zanzibar. But the tide rising higher than neual floated 
onr barqne, and once more they were bounding over 
the deep as joyonsly aa possible, just when they had 
lost all hope. The boat was leaking like a sieve, so 
tiiey kept along the coast, and on the 25th Augost 
arrived at Zanzibar. Here they foond a genuine Sama- 
ritan in Colonel Bigby, who most kindly lodged them, 
and shared both house and wardrobe with them. 

But the fete of the gig caused the greatest anxiety. 
They had an idea that, hearing the breakers to leeward, 
she must have kept more windward, and so passed 

them, knowing H 's intention to go to Zanzibar. 

They might have ran along the coast, got to some 
friendly village, filled up with provisions and water (for 
they had a quantity of American cotton in the boat), 
then worked up to windward, fallen in with first lien- 
tenant or the ship, and so been safe. 

Before going further, I may mention that there is an 
Arab, named Jubran, employed at the consalate as 
informer on the slave dealers. He is supposed to keep 
both eyes and ears always on the stretch, and on the 
least suspicion of a dhow taking slaves from this port by 
stealth, to inform the consul The Arabs have vowed 
vengeance against this man, and one day kidnapped 
him and put him into a dhow, and carried him over to 
a sohtary island with intent to hang him. Colonel 
Bigby lackily finding this out, hauled his flag down, 
and told the Sultan that he would not re-hoist it 
until Jubran was delivered up alive. The Arab 
potentate, fearing the wrath of England, ordered the 
man to be brought back, and ever after this Jubran' 
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Bwears eternal gratitude to the colonel, and is more Ilian 
ever vigilant in looking after hia slave-dealing country- 
men. 

On the night of H ^"b arrival, while relating hia 

cruise to the colonel, Jubran made his appearance with 
the newB that a dhow woidd take in a cargo of kid- 
napped slaves about 10 f.h. ofT Frenchman's Island, 

The colonel kindly offered his boat and a pilot to 
take them to the spot, and also two of his Indian boat- 
men to assist : the former volunteers to point out the 
slaver for fifty dollars. 

The night was very favourable for snch a venture — 
dark and cloudy. After a long quiet pull they got 
within twenty yards of the dhow, and, unobserved, plainly 
saw the rascals hurrying on board men, women, and chil> 
dren chained in gangs. The pilot now says, " Land me, 
then go and take hw I" So, having dropped him over- 
board, he got into, the bush, then into bis canoe, already 
waiting to take him back to Zanzibar. They then 
palled closer to the vessel then hoisting her huge sail 
and prepanog to leave. One of the consul's men then 
shouted in Arabic, " Haul your sail down. Englishmen 
wants to board you !" The Afsbs answered, " No slaves 
on board, we will not" Oar man—" Ton must ;" Arabs — 
equivalent to " 111 see you hanged first !" So they pulled 
up alongside, and the mSie began : seventeen despe- 
rate fellows wielded two-handled swords right and left, 

one of them throwing an assegais just past H 's 

head, nearly through the boat. Unluckily they had no 
rope in the boat to make her fast, and the bowman was 
therefore obliged to bold on with a boat-book. 

The bowman was an Irishman, and had ae usual a 
very short temper ; but having a long boat-hook be 
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bnooked one of the Arabs down, and broke his staff, a 
part of whicb falling on board was retamed with interest 
to the centre of his chest; but bv this little tresk of 
bis he lost them their hold : ho they dropped astern, firing 
their rifles as they went, and bowling over three Arabs. 

They then got their boat right across the bow, and 
while the bowman held fast they boarded her. One of 
the marines, a fellow standing six feet one inch, rather 
astonished the Arabs by shooting down two of them in 
getting over her bow. Tlie Arab crew for a short time 
held their ground ; however, in a word, they were 
driven over the stem, and our men found themselves 
without a man even scratched. 

The deck was certainly disgusting to behold. Three 
Arabs lay stiff, two shot through the head; the old 
chifl^ shot through both knees, fell down the hatchway ; 
another poor fellow was gurgling his last, while several 
that jumped overboard wounded were drowned. All 
this was a sad spectacle ; but when they looked at the 
innocent little children so lately kidnapped, then at the 
villainons countenances of the rascals wallowing in their 
blood, all pity for them vanished. 

Having no more ammunition, and expecting the 
Atabe from the shore to re-attack them, they hod no 
time to lose, and therefore hastened to Zanzibar to get 
a few more cartridges. 

On returning they found the dhow had been removed 
into another creek. All her slaves ezcc^ing seventeen 
had been taken away, and also 1100 dollars which they 
foond out were on board when first taken. 

There was nothing left bat to get the seventeen 
slaves out ; so they handed down two women, full grown 
bet very ugly, then two girls about thirteen years of 
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age, one as thin as a whipping-poat, the othei as pretty 
as a negro girl can be. 6he was lately sold in the 
Zanzibar market for twenty-seren dollars — a great price 
for a girl-slave on this coast. Next an interestiiig 
chnbby little girl nnder five years, who we immediately 
christened " Topay." A coloured cloth reaching from 
the breast to the knees was their only clothing. Kezt 
followed three men, idiotic-looking ^m bad treatment ; 
and, lastly, nine little innocents ander seven j&as, each 
with a dirty n^ ronnd his loins. All this was tmly 
piteous to behold, and was sufBcirait to make one's blood 
boiL Having borut the dhow they made for Zanzibar. 

Next day several relatives of the deceased Arabs 
appealed to the Saltan against the English. Our fellows 
appeared before his Highness. " What," said he, " do 
yon mean to tell me that these five Englishmen drove 
seventeen Arabs into the sea ; shame to yon, get yon 
gone 1 Yon had no business to resist them when yon 
had on board a cargo of stolen slaves." 

After this it was scarcely safe to be out after dark. 
Numbers of Arabs only waited the opportunity of 
stabbing them sei»rately, but the men always walked 
together armed with thick sticks, very often foUowed by 
a band of ruffianly Arabs, who nwvously clutched their 
daggers but were afiwd to strike. 
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CHAPTER VIL 

Zsozibai and ita Hiatoj — AcquiaEtioDB of Inumn Syud Said— SeOBaali ty 
•iiid ignorknce of tlie Arab — TheBultau end the Aristocrac; of Zanzi- 
bar— Tbe Baloch Tribe— The Banians— A BlaTe Market- A NatiTe 
Dance— A dubeaoiiig Bight— Slave DepGls , 

Sundat/i lei S^temher. — This is indeed San-day, and 
old Sol appears determined to let us know it. We are 
now steaming between the mainland end tbe island of 
Zanzibar, the former distant about thirtjr miles, the 
latter on our starboard side, but its beautiful features 
hidden by thooMinda of tall cocoa-nut trees, waving 
mourniolly with the breeze ; neTertheleaa, the sight of 
these gracefo) palms is refreshing to those who have 
had even a week at sea. On our left there are several 
pretty little islets, which also have their charms, espe- 
cially to the romantic, as we know them to be the sea- 
girt habitations of the timid gazelle. 

Having now rounded the sandy tongue, whereon 
the town of Zanzibar is situated, we find ourselves at 
once in its spacious harbour, and come to anchor. 
Close to ns lies a very lazy-looking portion of the 
Saltan's navy. There is a 26-gun fiigate, a nice little 
tiling, called the " Victoria," a present from her Majesty. 
All the vessels have the appearance of ships paid off, 
and in ordinary. 



3 by Google 



92 A CBUISE IN THE "GOBOON." 

The towD, commencing with a huge unfiuislied Arab 
hoofie on the extreme right, winds itaelf half round the 
commodious bay, a mass of bama, ornamented with the 
Consulates of the European potentates, and fronted by 
hundreds of anti(tue dhows, fsc-similes of Chinese junks. 
On the extreme left of the bay we see several large 
buildings, their unSnished state sufficient to prove 
them Arab houses ; because this slothful people, in their 
laziaess and superstition, think it unlucky to finish any 
of them. Then come a few dilapidated harems, de> 
cayed whims of the last debauched Sultan, surrounded 
by a few neglected acres of rudely cultivated land ; the 
rank weeds taking full possession of the soil, and grow- 
ing even on the building, covering up every architec- 
tural beauty-spot. The female inmates crawl over roof 
and terrace like smoked and shrivelled lizards. 

Opposite to the last large house is the Nortli Fas- 
sage, narrowed by the spit of sand running - out from 
Frenchman's Island (the scene of H 's adventure). 

Before landing at the town, perhaps it would be 
better to glean all we can, from books or otherwise, of 
the history of this part of the coasts of which I know 
but little. First, we know that the island is part of 
the dominions of the Sultan of Zanzibar and tiie seat 
of (mw) government ; that it is situated at a distance of 
twenty to thirty miles from the African shore, along 
which it stretches in a N.E. by a S.W. direction ; it is 
about forty-eight miles in length and {ram fifteen to 
thirty in breadth, and that it lies between 5° 42* S., and 
6° 27' S. lat Concerning its history, we gather that 
the El-Harth tribe of Arabs, from the neighbourhood 
of Bakrem, appeared on the east coast of Africa and 
founded the two cities of Magadosa and Brava, about 
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the year aj). 924, and that about sizty years later a 
colony of PersiaDs, from Shiraz, foanded the city of 
Keelwa, and these two people combined, gradually ex- 
tended their authority oTor the whole of the eaat coast 
of Africa from Sofala to Magadosa, and also possessed 
themseWes of the islands of Zanzibar, Femba, and 
Monfia; that under their rule and wise goTernment, 
Hozambiqne, Keelwa, Mombaza, Melimia, Brava, and 
Magadosa grew up into opulent, well-built, and flourish- 
ing cities ; their inhabitants liying luxuriously, and 
carrying on an extensive trade in ivory, gold-dnst, 
gums, copper, &c., which they exchanged for the rich 
cloths and muslins of India, as proved by Vasco de 
Gama in 1498. This great navigator visited Zanzibar 
the following year, and found the inhabitants Ifahom- 
medane, who received him kindly ; and in 1503 this 
people acknowledged the sovereignty of Portugal. Soon 
afterwards followed the Portuguese conquest of the 
cities along the coast, and with it the decline of that 
commerce which had made them so great Then under 
their blighting rule, apathy, slave trade, squalid hut«, 
wretchedness, and poverty gradually took the place of 
wonderful energy, commerce, noble buildings, happi- 
ness, and wealth : Uie conquered sinking into that 
degraded state from which they have never recovered ; 
the conquerors, their cnrse then as now, hovering like 
Turkey buzzards over the carrion in its last stage of 
decay. 

In 1698 the Portuguese were driven oat of Mom- 
baza by the Sultan of Oman, who delivered the inha- 
bitants from their oppressors, and shortly afterwards 
they were massacred or expelled fi^jm all their ill- 
gotten dominioiiB north of Mozambique. lo 1728, 
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when diBturliaiices breaking oat in Oman, the Saltan 
withdrew from the coast, then for a little time the 
Portuguese resumed their away from Patta to Keelva, 
but were again expelled, and driren south of Mozam- 
bique. 

Zanzibar first came under the authority of the Oman 
Arabs in 1781, when it submitted to an expedition sent 
from Muscat by the Imaum Said bin Ahmed, at which 
time a governor was appointed by the Sultan. 

Until 1806 most of the territories now comprising 
the dominions of Zanzibar were governed by their own 
chie&, sometimes with a nominal subjection to the 
Imaum of Oman. Aboot 18U7 Patta was made a de- 
pendency of Mombaza. Afterwards the chief of Mom- 
baza having attacked his brother potentate of Lamoo, 
was defeated by him, and the latter provided against 
future attacks by seeking the protection of the Imaum 
of Muscat, who appoisted one of his own governors to 
both places. 

(n 1814, after the death of the chief of Mombaza, 
his son refused to acknowledge the Imaum, and shortly 
afterwards Brava submitted to Mombaza. 

In consequence of the encroachments of the chie&of 
this place, the Imaum of Muscat sent a force to compel 
the other petty Sultans along the coast to submit to 
his authority, which resulted in the amalgamation of 
Patta, Brava, and other chieMips under his govern- 
ment. 

About this time the Grovemor of Zanzibar took pos- 
session of the island of Femba, and, in consequence, the 
duels of Mombaza expecting him to extend his power 
even to their own city, placed their island and fort 
under British protection. Treaties hod been signed, 
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coBTentions agreed to, and the British fl^ floated orer 
the city for some years, when it was fonud ont that the 
whole afiair was discoontenanced by the English Goveni- 
ment^ although done in their name by a captain of one 
of their fiigatee. So the flag was banled down, and in 
1828 the Imamn Synd Said sent a squadron, and added 
it to his possesaiona, left a garriaon there, aod then 
sailed with his fleet to Zanzibar — then risited by him for 
the first time ; thus the whole coast &om Cape Delgado 
to Cape Goardafui, including the islands of Zanzibar, 
Pembe, and Monfia fell nnder the Imaum, and has 
smee remained with his family. Certainly there are 
tribes of Soma] and Gatlas to the northward, who only 
acknowledge him at pleasure, and have even defeated 
his troops sent to chiutise them ; yet they fiy his flag, 
claim his protection, and pay him tribute. 

The Portuguese now only hold the land between 
Cape Delgado and the English colonies, which they 
keep merely for the sake of their slave trade. 

In course of time, through some disputes, the Imanm's 
family have divided their possessions: the one part 
taking the east coast of Africa, the other Uusca^ in 
Arabia ; thus, they are now quite distinct. 

Bo long as the Sultan adheres to the treaty made 
vrith Great Britain (chiefly relating to the slave trade), 
we support him; for this protection tends to check 
French ambition, in this quarter always jealous of our 
eastern possessions. 

The island of Zanzibar is the seat of government. 
Wliy it is, I don't know, unless, because it is healthier 
than the main, and is not subject to tho warlike freaks 
of fierce tribes who, though formidable and troublesome 
" jw tffrram," yet are so harmless "per mare." It cer- 
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tainly ia better situated and fitted by nature for trade, 
and is one of the richest little islands known, containing 
an area of aboat 400,000 acres of fertile soil, its TaUeys 
covered with orange groves, rice, eugar-cane, clove, 
cassava, and other valuable plantations, to say nothing 
of ibe rich veins of gmn copal buried beneath its soil. 

From the sea its appearance is very pleasant, and 
refreshes other senses besides the sight. Fringed with 
dark-green forests of cocoa-nut, mango, and other trees, 
the land gradually rising towards the centre, covered 
with bright green plantations, intersected by a variety 
of pretty walks and rides, the fields of cloves, pine- 
apples, and mango blossoms perfuming the atmospbeie 
for mUes round. But the worst of it is, the interior of 
Zanzibar is far from being healthy — fevers of the remit- 
tent and intermittent forms are very prevalent. Small- 
pox pays an annaal visit about October, without check 
from vaccination, no doubt caosed by the constantly 
decaying vegetable matter, and the htunidity of the 
soil ; but towards the coast it is healthy enough, the 
constant sea-breeze continually purifying it. 

Of late years vast improvements have been made in 
the sanitary arrangements of the town, a better supply of 
water, the removid of offensive matter, and dead bodies 
of slaves, &c., from the streets, have tended to decrease 
sickness. The Arabs make the place much more un- 
healthy than it would be — their dirty and dissipated 
habits breed horrible diseases of the skin, and other 
disorders. 

Ah a place of residence Zanzibar is anything but desir- 
able ; the habits of the people, to say nothing of the 
climate, are enough te sicken any one in a few weeks, 
aud all the riches of the very iraitfal island tempt very 
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few to remaiB. Land is very cHeej^ 5000 dollars being 
sofficient to bay a very ezteosive estate of cloves or 
■agar, or land that would produce the finest cotton, rice, 
or coffee, especially at the present time, when money is 
as scarce as energy with the Arabs. There is only one 
sogar-mill on the island, that belonging to the Soltan, 
which is far from being in working order. 

The aqueducts that conrey the water to the north 
end of the harbour are the only monuments of industry 
and energy left to Zanzibar ; I could not see one thing 
else. All the houses and buildings are rotten old bams. 

There are two rainy seasons in this latitude: one 
early in the year (March and April), the other at the 
latter end (September and October), the former the 
heavier. February and March are the hottest months ; 
July, August, and September, tie coolest ; the mean 
temperatw« is about 80°. For nine months, ending 
November, the prevailing winds are S.W. and £., the 
NJQk blowing the other three months. The island 
contains about 250,000 souls, principally Arabs, natives, 
and their slaves ; and, besides, Arabs from Oman and 
Hadramant — the Oman Arabs are a piratical set of 
wretches. There are also numerous natives of Mada- 
gascar, and the Comoro islands, and about 6000 natives 
of India, the wealthiest, the most persevering, enet^ 
getic, and trostworthy of the whole population ; in 
&ct; they are the commercial community, and make 
their fortunes here, then return to their homes in 
Kutch, Surat, Bombay, and other Indian places, and 
tliere hoard their money and die rich. 

Strange to say, there is not a Jew to be found here 
— ^the Hebrew having a decided objection to such an un- 
interesting though money-making place. The laogoage 



3 by Google 



98 A CSmSE.IS THE "QORGON." 

commonly spoken ia, I belieTe, the Kisnahelj, and which 
can only be spoken ; a very impure Arabic is made 
nee of by the apper classes. As in everything else, I 
&ncy the Arabs have a great objection to advance. 
Even their pots, pans, and cookii^ utensils, are &fi< 
similes of what were used by the ancient Egyptians. 
In education they are the same as they were centuries 
back. The dirty-looking house in the narrow shady 
street is the school, its master apparently ages old, 
and such a beard I the venerable old creature is 
always asleep. The neglected lazy-looking scholars, 
with their lai^ sleepy eyes, are sprawling about on 
dirty grass mats under a verandah-like building, open 
to the street, and to the passers-by. The Koran, old and 
musty, is placed on a cumbersome autique stand before 
them ; some are repeating it like parrots, others writing 
it down OD a very large black board in huge Arabic 
letters backwards. What their education ia may be 
best judged by results. I have found the Arabs ignorant, 
cowardly, and false ; their only thoughts being their 
black Roncubines, stomachs, slaves and dollars, their pre-* 
sent sensual enjoyment, and a repetition of it in a more 
voluptuous form hereafter in the Prophet's Paradise. 

That they have any fellow-creatures to study, im- 
prove, lift up, love, and to be loved by them, is foreign' 
to ell the ideas of the modem Arab. Affection has no 
place either in his heart or vocabulary. He*IiTes en- 
tirely for himself, and ia very loth to part with the 
mortal clay; but when that dark hour arrives, con- 
siders himself a sure inheritor of his prophet's Eden, by 
performing the good action of releasing a few of the 
many poor creatures that he has enslaved and kept in 
complete ignorance, of both present and future state, all 
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their miserable Uvea. The only vice whicli they are 
not proficient in is the love of ardent Bpirits, bnt they 
are fast acquiring that, in direct disobedience to their 
Koran. Wine they are becoming fond of, and this, with 
the increasiDg love for European lozariea will, no doubt, 
diminish tfae little energy they have left. 

But on the principle of giving his Sstanio Majesty 
his dae, I must say that the Arab is not cruel to his 
daves — that is, the gentleman, not the slave dealer — 
generally, because he is too apathetic. He has also a 
wholesome respect for the " Waaungo," as the English 
are called; he thinks them all doctors, and able to 
core any disease. 

One burning hot day we landed — looked into the 
Saltan's house, a queer, bam-like palace, and although 
old and falling to decay, yet unfinished. It has a 
conncil-room opening into the street, q^te unfumiBbed, 
save by the nsual mats and druggets. Here the Sultan 
sits in the cool of the evening, surronnded by the Arab 
aristocracy, chatting over affairs of state. Outside, the 
Saltan's body-goard lounge listlessly about, only one of 
whom being dressed d la mUUaire. This guard is com- 
posed of some of the Baloch tribe, a cutrthroat lot who 
glory in patting down a street-row, when they cat and 
slash iodiscriminately into a mob of unarmed men and 
women, and seem to enjoy the spori). 

There are two other palaces in the vicinity far more 
respectable in appearance than the other. That of the 
late Sultan is a large, uew, square, plastered buQding, 
already falling to decay. It is used as a store-house for 
coals, &C. The other is in course of building for the pre- 
sent potentate, but the builders never appear to be in 
earnest ; there are numbers of lazy black fellows on 
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the uso&l scaffoliJiiig, and they eeem to make no pro- 
greas. In like maniier a kind of embrasure wall, face 
to the Bea, about thirty feet high and six feet thick, ie 
being built, but no one expects it will ever be finished, 
and BTeiy one knows that if it were, anch a flimsy, 
gingerbr^ affair would fail on the first report of its 
own guns. 

• The streets are very narrow, and consequently shady ; 
most of them crowded with small open shops, depdte for 
trifies, in which Birmingham and Sheffield goods are pre- 
eminent. They are invariably superintended by Banians, 
-^poor, sickly-looking creatures ; the men, women, and 
children sitting cross-legged amongst their wares, the 
former dressed in their well made-up, priest-like turban 
of many folds, running up to a point and sloping back- 
ward, the neck adorned with a masHive collar of either 
gold or silver — pometimes worth more than £60, — and 
wearing a long white robe. The latter reclining like 
their lords, decorated with no end of ornaments — rings 
on their fingers, rings on their toes, and often a kind of 
" Chubb's patent lock," made of gold, suspended to the 
nostrils, ornaments studded with precious stones are let 
into the ears — not pendent, but let into the lobe. Those 
who cannot affoi-d such rich baubles, cut a large hole in 
the ear, and gradually extend it until a piece of wood 
resembling a draughtsman can be inserted. Sometimes 
they put in a roll of cotton stuff. Brass-headed nails let 
into the nose are &vourite ornaments. Massive silver 
bracelets are worn round the wrists, and anklets of the 
same qualityjonlymoreweigbty,are sometimes from four 
to six pounds each, so as seriously to impede their move- 
ments — not very animated under any circumstances. 
The parents decorate their children as grotesquely as 
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themselves, increasmg the size and weight of the ttioketB 
according to age. Some of the young Banian women 
are interesting althoagh yellow, bat the aged (not in 
years) are very haggish, the outs and slits in their noe- 
trilfi, ears, and upper lips rendering them very hideous 
and repnlsive. Both males and females have a most 
sickly saffron appearance — due not so mnch to their 
natore as to the ol^rvance of the tenets of their religion, 
which prohibit the use of all animal food. Tet there 
is something in a Banian very taking — their fine features, 
lai^ expressive eyes, and, above all, their politeness 
and gentlemanly carriage can be observed trom the 
highest to the lowest. Moreover, they have what the 
Arabs are utterly destitute of — a sense of honour. If 
it were not for this people the trade of Zanzibar would 
entirely faiL Their system of credit and faith in one 
another is extraordinary ; distance and time being little 
thought of. They take bills on their countr3rmen living 
at Bagdad and other distant places. They trade 
principally in ivory, gum copal, and cloTes, the former 
brought from the interior of A£ica, in exchange for 
American cottons, Yenetian beads, and brass-wire, &c. ; 
the gum copal is dug from the earth a few miles inland, 
on the coast of Africa, and also on the Island of Zanzi- 
has. The supply seems inexhaustible : at the latter place 
it is generally found in barren, sandy spots. In 1S59 
the export of ivory amounted to 488,600 lbs., equal 
to £146,666 18s.; gum copal to 875,875 lbs., equal to 
£37,166 188. ; cloves to 4,861,000 lbs., equal to £55,666. 
The cloves are entirely the produce of the islands of 
Zanzibar and Femba. The 6rst trees appear to have 
been brought from the Mauritius about thirty years 
agOf and they tlirove so well that they superseded rice, 
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coffee, and other prodnctioos. The aimoai crop is about 
7,000,000 lbs., valued at about £85,000. 

The Banians also export about 8,016,000 Ibe. of 
cowries, equal to £51,44'1 98., to the West Coast of Africa, 
where they are the current coin. The cowrie is the 
money in which nearly all the slave trade is carried otL 
To me it seemed very etraoge to see these cowries — 
mere shells — used as coin. They appear to be so easily 
procured diat one is consoled witii thinking, "Well, 
if I am hard up one of these days, I will come oat and 
gather a lot of these cowries, always to be picked up at 
low water." The <diief articles of import are : from 
England and America, cottons and cutlery ; from Persia, 
Muscat, and India, silks and cotton, silk-dresses and 
turbans, dyed cloths and arms, Venetian beads, bras^ 
wire, gunpowder, wheat, rice, &c., &c. 

In passing down one street we were rather sur- 
prised to see a butcher's shop, kept by a fVenchman, 
the only European tradesman in the place. It appeared 
strange that this one man could live in a place siir- 
rotmded by such villains, especially, where there is so 
little meat eaten; but we found that he supplied all 
the ships that touch here. I suppose him to be some 
poor unfortunate steward, a voluntary absentee from a 
French ship. 

Penetrating the dirty streets, looking at the Indians 
cleansing gam opal, and at the natives making their 
rough arms, rather amuses as. Labour must be very 
cheap, considering the low price of some of the arms 
made and the amonnt of work about them. Outside 
and inside of the dark, musty-smelling shops there are 
he^ of ivory tusks marked in lots ; some of immense 
size, collected by the merchants during a Qumber of 
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yean, and which they cannot dispose of, as so few 
ships have called at Zaozihar lately. We now find 
ourselves in a dirty, narrow street, lined with wigwam 
shops, where slave food is the principal article sold. 
Here there is a medley of putrid shark, decayed vege- 
tables, rank meat, sour ghee, and diseased and TiUainotis- 
looking mongrel Arabs and high-hipped negro women 
rolling in &t, and truly hideons to behold, the atmo- 
sphere so tainted, the whole so disgusting that we 
were yery glad to find onrBelvee even in the slave 
market. 

This ia a square piece of ground set apart for this 
inhuman traffic. We are jnet in time. The place is 
crowded ; Arabs high, Arabs low, well dressed and badly 
dressed, armed to the teeth and unarmed, sauntering 
to and fro, as if enjoying a national pastime ; a kind of 
&ir, in which are displayed the meet costly dresses 
and arms, and where the chink of ih» dollar ia to them 
the most delightful music. 

Amid the din of voices the Arab pedlar, a voy ill- 
looking fellow, pushes his way laden with twanged 
swords, scimitars, daggei^ and primitive muskets used in 
the Year One — I should imagine — shouting and throw- 
ing up the long blades, quivenng them by a quick 
turn of the wrist, and nimbly catching them, to the ad- 
miration of the busy benolden, who seem to look at die 
glittering arms wiUi a speculative cunning as to the 
dark treacherous deeds they would do. An Arab is not 
a man witiioat his weapons. He is continually sus- 
pecting and being suspected ; they all are enemies to 
one another. We make our way through the crowd — 
uid such a crowd t Such a wretched gathering 1 Many 
eyes are upon us, and there is no mistaking their mean- 
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ing. The fellows have not forgotten the dhow affair, 
nor their relatives killed by the hated hut feared 
Wasango. Here are two female Blares for sale, clothed 
in coloured dotha extending from the bosom to the 
knees, no other coTering. They are evidently sisters ; 
one about ten years of age, the other fourteen. Their 
owner has got them up in this gorgeous array to sell. 
He stands by and admires his property. Soon an Arab 
approaches, and, cattle-dealer like, pokes the girls in 
the ribs, feels their joints, examines their months, fingers 
their teeth (I wish they would bite him), trot^ them np 
and down to see their pace, then, after haggling about 
their price, takes one and leaves the other. While others 
are making similar bargains, we look at the less costly 
slaves sitting on the ground, arranged according to age, 
nude, save the usual "douty." First lot, a row of 
little children of about five years, valued at two dollars. 
Second lot, girls of ten ; price from five to ten dollars, 
according to plumpn^s and pedigree. Third, youths 
of nineteen ; stout fellows, worth from four to twelve 
dollars. Fourth, worn-out women ; some with upper 
lips extended at right angles, and with lai^ holes in 
them showing the teeth — a point of beauty ; others, their 
breasts and faces tattooed and cut, leaving bluish marks 
as from cupping. Old men, regular Uncle Neds, fi»m 
another batdi ; these latter are sold cheaply, about a 
dollar each, being on their last legs. Nearly all are 
half asleep, their poor old heads dropping from sheer 
jatigue, and their poor persecuted bodies as dry as a 
chip. And no wonder ; they have had a long walk, or 
a sea voyage yesterday, and to-day they have been sitting 
on ^eir lean haunches, under the glaring sun, from 
early dawn without a sup at a bite. But enough of this ; 
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the whole Bight is so disgaBting that we exclaim, almost 
aloud, " Oh, for a few midehipmen, with a blackthorn 
each, and how soon the market weuld he cleared of 
those vile Arabs I" 

It ia Bunset when we arrive at the dancing-place (an 
onoccupied square piece of ground) ; two black fellows 
are doing the music, in their rough way, on a native 
drum, or tom-tom, and mournful flageolet, both very 
mde instruments; the noiBeof the latter resembling the 
bag-pipes — only worse, if posBible. 

As it became dark so the slave women and men, far 
voured by the darkness, glide from their prisons and 
take their places in the ring, dressed in all the gaudy 
cloths their pice could purchase ; the men invariably 
carrying a small willow-hooked stick, which they im^ine 
adds grace to Uieir movements. The women stand on 
one side of the circle together, and with the male part 
of the crowd do the wild channting until they can raise 
their animal spirits sufficiently to join in the fandango. 
After a little time, when all become excited, the mu- 
sicians increase the speed of the dancers, and Anally 
work them up to a frenzy ; they then gradually subside. 
Here this mad dance is perfectly harmless, because the 
performers carry only the small sticks before mentioned ; 
bnt on the west coast of Africa they brandish long 
gleaming knives, which generally leads to blood at the 
finish. As is generally the case in negro dances, the 
performers are very dignified ; the body doing all the 
work, bending and twisting about in all directions, con- 
tinually wriggling and courtesying ; sometimes suddenly 
stopping, then again revolving ; at other times throw- 
ing their hands and arms about in dangerous proximity 
to many flat noses, bnt never touching. This dance 
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oonstitntes their chief amnsement. It is said that slaves 
work all day aod dance all night. 

We then walked through the suburbs of the town, 
a plain of groves, towards the Hindoo temple out^de ; 
bat could not gain admittance, so tnmed back. On oar 
way we found a good phrenological field for our doctor 
in the vast mass of skulls of generationB of Arabs; 
ftll very perfect, and looking far handsomer dead than 
alive. 

Next day we made, a tour to the Sultan's stables, and 
there saw a fine stud of Arab steeds. The stables were 
open, and had heaps of white sand on the ground. 
Th^ hot sun, clear blue sky, sultry air, the gentle 
high-spirited horses, with their silky coats, lai^ veins, 
and small heads ; the Arab attendants, peculiar in drees 
and visage, with their long spears — all this pleased me 
macfa. The horses were not so fine as I expected to 
find them. Perhaps I deceived myself by remembering 
that I hod seen English horses in Botten llow much 
finer. 

Bepasaing the palace, we stopped to look at a savage 
hyena confined in an iron cage ; but within a few feet 
there was something far more interesting to look upon. 
There lay a group, such an one as I shall never forget 1 
Close beside it a woman nude, all but a clout, with an 
iron ring round her neck, held by a heavy chain shackled, 
the end fixed to the ground a few yards distant. This 
poor tbing sat thus chaiQed, stupid, idiotic-looking. 
Under her nose a broken calabash filled with a dis- 
gusting, dried-up, sour mash, covered with flies and 
vermin of every description — ^her food. The only sign 
of reason apparent, was her covering a bad sore with a 
dusty old leaf^ Here she sat, all day long iu the broiling 
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ano, next to the hyena, but far vorse off, like a mangy 
dog without a kennel ! Near, were two male human 
beings similarly chained. They certainly did not look 
dangerous, but poor, helplese, half-Btarved, stupid, sleepy 
things; but they had an idea of liberty, and had at- 
tempted to ran away from their masters. Such is Zan- 
zibar. Yet there are slave'towns far worse. Here, the 
slaves are treated with some consideration, most <^ them 
being employed on the plantations, and leading a very 
easy life. Two days in the week, Thursday and Friday, 
they can do as they please ; all the produce they cany 
on these days is on their own account, anti as Thursdays 
and Fridays are the principal marketrdays, they are 
able to earn a trifie. Every slave has a good sized hut, 
and his plot of garden, which is generally kept in better 
order than that of his Arab neigbbouis. When hired 
out to labour by their masters, they receive sbont 
8 pice = 3^. per day. Of this the master generally 
takes 5 pice, leaving the slave 3 pice to himself. 

It ia a remarkable fact that slaves are very often the 
masters of slaves, and sometimes a slave will not free 
himself when he has the opportunity. At Zanzibar 
there is a negro named Buckett, who has served in our . 
fleet as interpreter several times. He can be seen 
marching about clothed in crimson and fine linen ; but 
he is the slave of some old Arab woman, and cares not 
to free himsell Perhaps there is a ]^;acy in the dis- 
tance, for it not seldom happens that slave owners open 
their hearts in this manner, jost to give themselves a 
lift into the next world. When a master emancipates 
a slave, the magistrate, or oazee, writes the deed of 
freedom, which the slave treasures in a little silver box 
hang around his neck, and he cannot be again enslaved 
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80 long as he is in posBessioQ of this " writing " as they 
call it. 

As regards the slave trade, the demand and snppl;, 
it is difiScult to collect authentio infoimation unless 
one passes that barrier — the Arabic language ; and all 
Arahs are oar enemies; they are afraid to let the 
" Wasongo " know the ways of their pet trade. 

All the slave-holding Enropean nations have agents 
along the coast, who engage for a certain number of 
slaves to be produced on a given spot at a certain time 
by the Arab procurers. Consequently, these latter 
rascals, at certain periods of the year, get their caravans 
ready, lay in their stock of American cottons, gaody 
cloths, Venetian beads, wire, and such like trumpery, 
and start for the interior on a foraging expedition. 
Zanzibar on the main is a good starting-point, Eeelwa 
is another, and Ibo farther to the southward another. 

Every year increases the length of their journey, 
because every expedition assists to depopulate vast 
tracts of coQUtry, 

Journeying through the different villages they pick 
np a few here and there, in exchange for about a 
. luilf dollar's worth of trumpery per slave. They 
manage to collect a great portion of the required 
number; and having kidnapped the remainder, and 
bagged all the ivory in the country, they hurry back 
to the coast. Thus about 30,000 slaves are procured 
annually irom Eastern A&ica, principally ftom the 
districts of Lake Nyassa, and from the country lying 
between the equator and 15° 4' south, as far inland as 
the Lake Tanganyika and the Mountains of the Moon. 
Besides this supply, each petty chief along tJie coast 
has his stock in hand) in human catUe-p^u^ whic^ he 
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ooDtiDiially replflniBhes by theft and war. So what 
with the caravans and the coast trade, there ie a regular 
fleet of dhowe employed taking these slares to the 
difTeTeiit depdts or barracooQs along the coast, chiefly 
in the vicinitj of the Querimba islands, Zanzibar, and 
Uadagascar. This is done during the S.W. monsoon, 
between the months of March and November. At the 
end of this time Portuguese and Yankee clippers sneak 
np the Mozambiqne with the last drain of the S.W. 
monsoon; then having shipped their cargoes, are o£f 
with the N.E. monsoon without much fear of being 
captured by our slow men-of-war, 

A few large vessels do their slaving much more im- 
pudently, taking in two or three hundred slaves from 
dhows off Ibo, a similar number at Lamoo, and often 
winding up st the Comoro island. 

The French do it with impunity, calling their cargo 
emigrants, or engages, and quietly take a stiip-load off 
to their possessions or colonies of Mayotta, Bourbon, &c. 
But there is uo disguising the fact; these emigrants 
come by way of the caravans stolen for and bought by 
the French agents, shipped in dhows, protected by the 
French flag, and taken to the Comoros, the French 
depdt. 

The southern dhows are employed carrying slaves 
or merchandize, whichever turns np first ; their crews 
generally consisting of Arabs and natives mixed. The 
northern dhows leave the Persian gulf about the end of 
March with the last of the N.E, monsoon, laden with 
putrid shark, &c,, for Zanzibar. - Here they dispose of 
their offensive cargo as slave £x>d ; and then with the 
S.W. monsoon b^n their work. Commencing .at 
Zanzibar, kidnapping and running off with all the men. 
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women, and children they can lay their handa upon, 
and carrying on this detestable iDhoman pillage as far 
as the Juba islands, when, having taken in the last 
snpply of water, they make for the ports of Soor and 
Muscat in the Persian gulf, their head slave marketa 

The crews of these vessels are the most cruel and 
degraded race that can be imagined. They are called 
Soree pirates. Their dhows are distinguished from the 
southern ones by their better build, the former being 
tied together, the latter nailed ; their huge ru'lders fitted 
with yoke lines rove through outriggers. It is estimated 
that from 12,000 to 15,000 of these poor creatnres are 
carried off to the northward by these pirates yearly. 

It is difBcult to imagine the real horrors of this dhow 
traffic, especially with the northerners. They have a 
voyage of nearly 1500 miles from Zanzibar to the 
Persian gulf, and during the wliole time the slaves are 
exp(»ed to the weather quite naked, and are very badly 
fed, their daily rations being just sufiicient to keep life 
and soul together, and sometimes not even that. Front 
dayh'ght until evening the wretched slaves sit under 
the rays of a tropical sun half famished. About sunset 
a meal is served out to them. From a mess of burnt 
boiled millet-seed, a platterful is given to a crowd of 
thirty, who ilock round it, sitting upon their haunches; 
old and young, big and little, some of the women 
having babies slung behind them ; they all dip into 
it with their hands, rolling it into balls, and feeding 
themselves as turkeys are crammed. After each has 
had about three small balls the dish is finished, and 
the last mouthful is scrambled and fought for. The 
grdns left are then picked up from the dirty planks, and 
aa might ia right, the strong have the lion's share, and the 
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weak go to the wall. After tliis a drink of water is 
allowed ; then they are left to bntiger and thirst, cold 
and heat, cramp and stench for the next twenty-foar 
hoars, and very often for two daya, and this is con- 
sidered good feeding. Add to this the smell of these 
dhows — a conglomeration of the vilest odours ever, 
mingled ; the poor slaves having hardly any conveni- 
ence of any kind. 

I was once on board a captnred dhow with a cargo of 
slaves for a whole day, and the result of the stench 
was fever and sicknees, of which I have a vivid recol- 
lection. A party of onr men were prostrated by it 
Articles of fumitnre, &c., taken from these vessels never 
lose their horrid smell however much they may be 
cleansed or parified. 

Generally speaking about one half the cargo reachea 
its destination alive, the mortality being caused by 
starvation and disease, and this when the dhow is sail- 
ing along quietly enough with no cruisers in sight. 
Bnt, on the other hand, when chased what frightfully 
erael deeds are perpetrated by the heartless Arabs I The 
poor slaves are very often murdered and thrown over- 
board. Near Zanzibar a case of this kind occurred. 
A dhow had slaves on board, and hearing that a cruiser's 
boats were on her track, the Arabs commenced a whole- 
sale butchery of the slaves, cntting their throats and 
tossing them into the sea. The English boats got to 
them in time to save about fifty or sixty, at least twenty 
or thirty having been despatched 

The system of supplying slaves is difficult to fathom, 
but I think tlie following will give na a good idea of it. 
Mozambique is supplied during both monsoons from 
Condacia and Angoza ia Marc^ and April, and from 
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the Qnerimbs islands in January and February. The 
French market is usually supplied from the south of 
Zaozibar, Conducio, Ibo, and Quiloa, during the S.W. 
moDsoon. 

The Portuguese, Spanish, and Mexican markets are 
supplied principally from the Querimba islands, at the 
beginning of the N.E. monsoon. Yankee ships are 
supplied at Madagascar at the same time. Zanzibar 
is supplied from the southern ports (as well as hj the 
interior) from March to September, The Petsian and 
Muscat markets from Zanzibar and the coast as far as 
the equator, in March, April, and May. All Arabs 
are fond of starting with the full, and change of the 
moon. On their way north they stop at Pangatii and 
Brava for water, and generally run outside Pemba to 
aToid the customs. As to tiie nest of slavery I know 
not which place carries the palm, Zanzibar or the 
Querimba islands, but I am inclined to think the former. 
The arrival of a dhow at Zanzibar is a very disgust* 
ing sight About 300 poor wretches are packed in an 
open boat of about seventy tons, exposed to the incle- 
mency of the weather, and fed as before described. They 
are landed, some dead, others -dying ; there is a duty of 
two dollars for each slave landed, so that the unfortu- 
nates are left on board to die. The remainder are 
taken to the custom-house, the duty is paid, they then 
go to the dealers' pens; from thence to the market* 
place— the Zanzibar Smithfield — and there sold to Uie 
highest bidder. Nineteen thousand were brought to 
Zanzibar alone in 1859 1 

Although the Arabs will not give up this disgusting 
traffic, they acknowledge, and statistics prove, that it 
gradually impoverishes them, saps their en^^, and 
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niiDS their bosiness ; theii legitimate trade being now all 
in the haods of the Banians, it ia the only meana they 
have of eking out that senaual existence which they 
love BO well. They do not attempt to defend the traffic, 
as it now exists, by their Koran ; on the contrary, in 
aiguing npoQ it they all admit its wickedness and in- 
justice, and that no blessing ever attends wealth so 
acquired. The very merit they take to themselves in 
emancipating a slave is the best criterion of their real 
feelings on the subject. 

Most persons have imagined that the slave trade is 
almost confined to the west coast of Africa, but the east 
coast is little different. At Zanzibar we leamt that 
duty on ttie above 19,000 slaves was paid annually, that 
a third of that number evade the tax by running outside 
Zanzibar, that there are more than 20,000 run to the 
southward without paying duty, and that the Sultan's 
family import for their own numerous Ulegitioiate off- 
spring quit« 8000 yearly; so that on a rough calcu- 
lation there are above 45,000 slaves bought and sold on 
the east coast yearly. And when we consider that for 
every slave captured there are about five killed — for 
the tribes in the interior, in order to supply the markets, 
make war on each other, surrounding their enemy's 
village, killing the adults, and stealing the children — 
we cannot be surprised to bear that the interior of Africa 
is being fast depopulated. 

This coast is far more &vourable for the trade than 
the other — its peculiar formation, innumerable islands 
fringing it, its many concealed bays, creeks, and riven 
would give a Tankee a chance of saying that it was 
qtecially adapted and intended for the trafBc. Then, 
again, ^e short distances to take most of the slaves. 
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the regular mooaoons and rapid cnrrents, and with only 
fonr men-of-war to orerlook a coast line of 3500 miles, 
besides Madagascar, Comoro's, and nnmerons islands, 
all tend to faTonr the slavers. 

Tetwith all these diBadTaotages, and against the pet 
opinions of thousands, how glad we are to iind that ihis 
inhuman traffic is on the wane. Fortunately within 
the last few years captains have been appointed to this 
little squadron whose private fortunes have needed a 
little repair ; at all events, not deterred them from 
making a little more prize-money. Consequently, the 
very nests of slavery hate been entirely blockaded by 
our boats, no end of dhows taken, and a right whole- 
some fear established. 

Last season the "Lyra" struck dismay into Arab 
breasts ; this season the '* Gorgon " h^a followed her 
example, capturing eighteen dhows within four short 
months, and sending a few pirate Arabs to their long 
home. 

Of the many thousands of slaves usually taken to the 
Dorth, this season very few, comparatively speaking, 
have escaped; consequently in some of the slave porte 
tiie markets are glutted, and slaves are so numerous 
and cheap that they will scarcely fetch a dollar a head. 

In 1860, en able-bodied slave cost from ten to thirty- 
five dollars, boys and girls from six to thirteen dollars, 
while at Zanzibar, this year (1861), as before stated, 
the former were worth only from eight to nine, the 
latter from four to five, showing a very considerable 
decrease in the price. And if bo much can be done 
with BO small a force, it is a great pleasure to think 
that philanthropic old John Bull may yet proudly 
talk of the many millions of money, energy, and peri 
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seTeraoee, he has expended id this truly ChriBtian nndeiv 
taking. 

Even at Zaozibsr, especiallT', Englishmen are appre- 
ciated and respected by the negro, thanks to Colonel 
Bigbj, H.U.'s Consal, who, during a residence of three 
years, not only did much to improve the morale of the 
place, but emancipated no less than 8000 slavea with 
his own hand. On the other hand the wretched slave 
dealers, especially the Portuguese, are detested. 

1 will venture to say that in ten years this horrid trade 
might be entirely checked, if in the place of heavy costly 
steamers, and useless sailing vessels, the Government 
were to send out a dozen light draught gunboats, fitted 
with large boats, and manned accordingly. Orders ought 
to be given to send our ships to the Persian gulf; fur while 
the missionaries are labouring in the interior, teaching 
the negro the value of bis own self, the luode of cultivat- 
ing the rich soil, and the consequeut manifold blessings 
to be derived from his freedom and his own exer- 
tions, we shall be chasing the slave-cofGns off the se&s, 
blockarling the coast, impoverishing and chastising the 
traders. The whole coast could be so well guarded that 
few would at last engage in bo uncertain and dangerous 
a trade. The traffic has decreased largely through the 
efforts of the cruisers; but the result has been accom- 
plished with great and mmecessary risk. Boats are 
sent away for a month at a time, to weather a stormy 
sea and dangerous coast. These boats are gigs, totally 
unfitted for such a service; the majority manage to 
return to the ship safely after many dangerous servicea, 
bat they return absolute wrecks; the men very often 
stricken with fever and other diseases incidental to the 
cruise. Fancy such boats boarding large dhows armed 



3 by Google 



116 A CRUISE IN TEE "QOBtJON.' 

with carronadee, muskets, &c., with a crew of forty 
pirate Arabs, who, having all at stake, fight desperately. 
Theu these men have to be guarded nntil landed, sap- 
poedng them captured. Although our gigs do aach 
things (the " Gorgon's," for instance, at Zanzibar), yet 
I think they ought not to placed in such a situation, 
when larger boats can be provided, nor should they be 
sent singly on such a service, for it is a nell-knowu fact 
that the Arabs will resist one large boat, but not two 
of any size. Nor should such boats be sent away for 
more than a fortnight at a time, for seldom have the 
small cruisers any medical ofBcer to aocompanythem. 
The boats have a certain rendezvons, and until the time 
arrives for them to meet the ship there, the men, how- 
ever sick from wounds or disease, must remain so with- 
out a chance of aid. 

But boats of some kind must be detached, because 
they have often to chaee into narrow inlets, shallow 
rivers, and bights. The present paddlers are excellent 
for the small quantity of water they draw; but aie 
bad sailers, mere bruise-waters, that cannot beat against 
strong currents and winds. 

The fitting of boats is generally badly arranged, a 
cruising boat being very like a floating midshipman's 
diest, generally hfdf full of dirty water. In fact, the 
boats should have a forecastle, decked locker for the 
men's clothes, arm-chests for their arms, a small wooden 
pump to keep the boat dry ; then all the midships 
could be filled with provisions and water to last a fort- 
night, and the after-part with the boat's magazine. At 
present^ sis weeks' provisions, stores, &c, are crammed 
into Ulo boats, and the gunwales are only a few inches 
from the water. The handiest rig of gigs we found to 
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be the latteen ; strong masts secured by xipper tbwarts 
and strong backstays ; boom-iroos for the oars and spars 
are most uaefiil. Awnings rolled up and supported by 
brackets under the tbwarts until wanted ; and proper 
galleys sbould be fitted and rested in tbe top of the 
bow locker, which sbould be lined with copper ; and a 
great deal more might be thought of to render our boats 
seaworthy and efficient. 

Small gunboats, properly fitted, would be the best 
ships for the service for many reasons — shallow draught, 
good coal stowage, and sailing qualities, not easily seen 
from a long distance, and, by burning coal and wood 
combined, would not be expensive. Bat fancy the 
" Gorgon " as a cruiser : for one reason she is good, she 
has BO dany lai^e boats ; but then look at tbe quantity 
of coal she consumes, twenty-six tons a day, sometimes 
more, costing about 258. for every mile she steams, to 
say nothing of the wear and tear of machinery. 

Even at Zanzibar we manage to spend our cTenings 
after a somewhat jolly fashion. Occasionally we dine 
with our Consul, whose guests consist tiom time to time 
of the Europeans in the place. We hare our little 
enjoyable chat, cigars, and claret on the roof of the 
house where the gentle breezes play. 

t)th SeptenAer. — We are all astir to-night fitting out 
tbe' Consul's gig for a cruise : the cockle-ahell (only 
20 ft. by 2 ft. 10 in.) is crammed with provisions, ammu- 
nition, &c., and is meant to join the gunner's paddler at 
Femba,the distance is only 100 miles open sea, which 

to our adventurous first lieutenant H , is but 

cbild's play. He has managed to get a volunteer com- 
panion in our engineer, whose weight is about fifteen 
stone-^rather a coosideratioa in this cockle-shell cruise 
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The boat ie pronounced ready, the Sultan's pass baa 
been procured, a document that every dhow ought to pos- 
Bess, and should be furnished to our boats to enable them 
to catch those 'ffithont it All are in the boat, a fieah 
breeze springs up, and jaat when the slave-going Arabs 
little think it, another boat proceeds to strengthen the 
squadron ready to intercept their wretched dhows. The 
ship is to haul up to a port at the extreme northern 
watering-place of the dhowe, then thrash the coast to 
the southward, beating the game down to our boats 
forming the mouth of our trap. Consequently onr 
movements have been kept entirely secret Not an 
Arab knows that we have a single boat away, the paddle- 
boxes being well covered, 

6tt Sejdemher. — To-day there is a sale by auction at 
the Consul's house, as he intends leaving Zanzibar for 
ever. Hearing of the great tact of A^b auctioneers we 
all go to see the fun. About 10 a.m. it commenced. 
There was an immense concourse of Arabs and Banians, 
armed and ornamented from head to foot. The auc- 
tioneer commenced in a stentorian thick voice to dis- 
pose of the chattels. Seizing one Arab, then another, 
bawling into their ears, occasionally with fiery indigno- 
tion at their want of zeaL Hushing from his post and 
seizing people in a most unceremonious manner, fre- 
quently dashing his head within an inch of their noses, 
ai^d these bawling without the slightest provocation. 
The Arabs bid high for all things gaudy. Pretty 
dtinking-^Iasses and pictures ticMe their childUke 
fancies. Amongst the books for sale there was a Koran, 
partly translated into English (by Colonel Eigby), a 
very interesting and valuable work. The Mahommedans 
crowded ronnd this book very naturally, and justly de> 
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termined to prevent its falling into the Iiaods of infidels. 
John Boll-like we were determined to have it. The 
load grufT voice of the auctioneer resounded through 
the halls loader and loader ; his fiery eyes blazing with 
zeal for hie people, ready to knock the lot down to one 
of his own tribe at the first opportunity. It was no use. 
The poor Arabs had more zeal than money, and we be- 
came the possessors after a hard struggle. Shortly 
afterwards, I think they must have become desperate, 
and determined to outbid us for an English Bible, now 
put op; but I am ashamed to say, that after chasing 
the poor fellcnvs a little way we deserted them, and, 
mnch to their disgust and surprise, they had to pay an 
extraordinary price for what they apparently never 
intended to purchase. 

Well, we are not sony to get from this cureed slave 
mart, where oar patience has been sorely tried daily. 
Every monung many dhows, almost filled to sinking 
with slaves, cross our bows — licensed slavers beyond our 
ctmtiol. 

The debauched old Sultan growled at our not saluting 

him on arrival, and Captain W baa promised hirn 

twenty-one guns on our departure. Now the Consul 
embarks; and all the unprincipled inhabitants, from 
the Saltan downwards, crowd down to the water's edge 
to see the enemy to their trade depart 

After saluting our Consul we gave the Sultan his 
twenty-one guns, and then bade adieu to Zanzibar ; and 
it is somewhat satisfactory to think that the poor 
wretches of slaves will not lose our protection, although 
we leave them for a time. The chances are that we 
dull meet most of them en rouie to the Persian Qulf, 
huddled together in the northern slave dhows ; then 
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vhat a pleasure we shall experience in their release I to 
Bay nothing of the prize-money we intend making ! 

The embarkation of the Consul has been an extra 
blind to our movements. The Arabs are under the im- 
pression tiiat we tfdte him at once to the Seychelles ; 
but how surprised they will be by-and-by to find us 
some fine day bowling down upon their dhows, onr bow 
gun bidding them a hearty welcome in tones so well 
understood by them. But we hare still another object 
in view. Our boats are here, there, and everywhere. 
To-morrow they will be gathered together in the very 
midst of the Philistines. 

We go in search of onr missing countrymen wrecked 
in the " St. Abbs " in 1855, and supposed to be held in 
captivity in the interior. Some portion of the wreck 
was cast ashore near Brova. Bewards have been offered 
from time to time, both by Colonel Bigby and the 
Mauritius Government, for information that will lead to 
their recovery; and natives have been sent through 
that part of Africa where they are supposed to be, to 
gain intelligence of their whereabouts ; bat up to this 
time all without avail. We, therefore, go to make a last 
effort to clear up this awful mystery, either to rekindle 
hope in th^r sorrowing relations or to extinguish it for 
ever. With a fcir wind we speed to the northward. 
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CHAPTER Vm. 

In chwe ot ft Matap^The Diaappointment — AiriTBl ai Magadoia— 
Oar iateipreter Jubnu despetched on od ftvknaid emnd— DMcrip- 
tiaii of Hagadoxa — ArriTal at our rendezvoDS, Kvyhoo — The letorD 
of out " Pinnaoe," No. 11— The search for Loot— The Crew's Bccoimt 
of their doings uuoagBt the Dboirs— Bftriering with the Natives at 
Pemha, 

Jack is a moet pecoliar animal, and must bestow his 
affection and interest somewhere : for it is Devei vested 
in himself. Every one of our little slave girls has her 
sea daddy who gives her beads, shows her how to thread 
them, pats them, in his own peculiar fashion, about her 
neck, and clothes her black little corpus in gaudy cloths 
generally from his dhow npoila. Onr blue-jackets are for 
ever fondling them, calling them all Topsy. The little 
creatures appear to take to the homy tars most affec- 
tionately, showing more precocity and fun than one 
could expect Their precocity is indeed remarkable, 
donbtless from their becoming women without going 
throQgh the stages of child and girlhood. As soon as 
the little things can walk they cling to their elders, and 
grow and mingle with them. There is no education, 
and there remains bat experience to separate the young 
from the old ; and the adults, in their simplicity, know 
no distinction of age. They are, in fact, all children. 
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I hare said before that the Arabs coming from the 
Boutbvrard are in the habit of taking their dhows outside 
Zanzibar to avoid the cnatoms. We therefore •take one 
turn round this islaod to teat the accuracy of this iofoi-- 
mation. We have only just arrived on the spot when 
sare enough there is a matap^ 0^''S^ slave canoe), with 
grass sail, rounding the point. Seeing us she hugs the 
coast, there being but little water where she ia. Our 
fastest shallowest boat (the captain's gig) is sent in 
chase. In the meantime the rocket tube is brought on 
deck to check the slave-boat's flight, for Arabs fear the 
devil'a fire, as they call it, and cannot make out bow it 
shoots round corners, 

Unfortunately the monition de guerre is damp and 
out of order, so that the pirate escapes. A fresh breeze 
springs up, and away goes the gig's mstst The matap^ 
runs her nose into the bush, most likely disposes of her 
slaves, and then continues to run along the coast with 
the speed of the wind, leaving our boat miles behind. 
So we lose her, but hope for better luck next time. 

\2ih September. — We now arrive at Magadoxa, a small 
Suhali village, about 2° north of the equator, just outside 
the slave limit The inhabitants consider themselves 
independent ; are a fine warlike race, but very uncivil- 
ized. They are tall and athletic ; have generally cot^- 
black hair, which some wear long and flowing ; while 
others cut it mnshroom-like. Their clothes consist of the 
nsual clout ; their arms the Indian apear. 

Our signalman reports a dhow lying behind a reef 
close to us, but which is invisible to every one but him- 
Belf. We all feel inclined to think he is right. The 
paddler is called away ; men are mustered and armed. 
Officers carefully load their revolvers ; and in a short 
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time we are on the edge of the reef, guided by the light 
of the moon ; but nevertheless all amongst the breakere. 
Both our interpreters declare there is a passage some- 
where round this reef, but the noise of the waves and 
dashing breakers knock the recollection of the channel 
oat of their stolid Arabic heads. After cruising about 
for two or three hours wo give the idea up, vote it a 
bore, and return to the ship damp and disappointed, 
but with the determination to try again at daylight. 

13iA SepteitAer. — We draw our martial cloaks around 
us, and dozingly wait for the first streak of day ; but 
OUTS is not a quiet sleep. Dreams of the " battle and 
the breeze" play old Harry with rest. The morning 
dawns, and we see the dhow looming in the distance. 
There she lies, regardless of the foe, her vast hull 
bristling with long " barnacles," her decayed old sides 
damaged with the motion of the sea, and pattered by 
its force. There she is, a mere wreck, without a spar, 
a sail, or a human being to tell her tale. We throw 
aside swords, pistob, and rides, and take to coffee and 
langht«r ; then, once more beneath our blankets, think 
of the " chaff" we shall get at break&st 

14ih September. — Jubran, our interpreter, is t» land 
and communicate with the natives. He does not quite 
like Uie idea, as, only a few years ago, these tribes 
slaughtered a whole boat's crew of man-of-war's men. 
He is, however, becoming habituated to unpleasant situa- 
tions of this kind. We land him at once, then keep the 
boat at a convenient distance, in case of a hostile recep- 
tion. All the natives, armed to the teeth, run about 
everywhere, throwing their spears with admirable ac- 
curacy, shouting theu^ war-criee, utterly regardless of 
the consequences of a brush, in fact, delighting in the 
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thoagbts of a scrimrru^ ; the old warriore marehalliDg 
tlie youth in battle array, themselves standiDg aloof, 
leaving the conduct of the fray to a staff of Herculean 
chiefs, fine specimeas of manhood. Foot Juhrao jum^M 
overboard, anxiously runs towards the natives, eagerly 
grasping the first hand held to him to salute. Soon he 
disappears, amidst a (^reat crowd, hut after a little 
while reappears with a chief, reporting the people 
friendly, and anxious to barter with us. The old chief 
determines to go on board with us, bo we get him into 
the bont, and he leaves his children wonder-strack at 
his great courage. The whole way the warrior in- 
dulged in lovfi-songs, warbling away with his cracked 
old voice, and never ceasiDg for a fresh supply of breath 
or seutiment. On his arrival on board, Colonel Rigby 
dived into the mysteries of his lingo, and satisfied him- 
self that our unfortunate countrymen, wrecked in the 
f St. Abbs," never reached the shore of eastern Africa. 

There is yery little to interest us in the village of 
Magadoxa. A tower, nearly a thousand years old, is 
the only notable building in the place. Like nearly 
all Arab towns, it is remarkable for its squalidnem. 
Food can be procured in abundance ; the peculiar lied 
Sea sheep, with their meek, dog-like heads and smooth 
bodies, and ponderous tails, can be had at a dollar 
each ; bullocks at three dollars. The natives promised 
to catch some ostriches that appear to abound here, 
but, after many efforte, they found the birds too ewift 
for their weak horses, and Uieir traps failing, we had to 
be content with the feathers and egga; the former 
they spoil by being minus the knowledge of preserving 
them, and the moth nibbles away in all directions, of 
course rendering them of little value : a little pepper 
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Sprinkled over tliem would save them. The latter are 
nninterestiDg and worthless, being procuTable anywhere. 

Judging hy the qnantitieB of akins brought off, I 
should think tigen, pantbersj and leopards were very 
numerouB here. Some very handaome skins were sold 
for a dollar each ; but these, like the ostrich feathers* 
needed preservation. 

The canoes tliese people use are curious ; not a nail 
being used in their construction. The planks are tied 
blether with grass, and it appears very strange that 
tbey do not leak. 

We have now been here a week, anxiously awaiting 
our prey, but not a single dhow has passed. Luna 
is in her full gentle majesty and glory, serene and 
beautiful, her course unclouded. The Arabs generally 
take advantage of such an opportunity for running 
their cargoes. 

To steam up the coast is impossible, the current 
running northward at the rate of eighty miles a day, 
against which the antiquated old " Goigon " could do 
nothing. The misfortune is, that no one knew any- 
thing of this sluice, so that it has eflfectually capsized 
all our schemes, as we have only six days' coal on board, 
which must be treasured, as being more valuable than 
diamonds, for we have not only to continually condense 
water, but pick up our boats. There is no help for it, 
our whole thoughts must be taken from the dhows and 
centred in the ways and means of retoming southward ; 
to avoid the current we must stand out to sea, nor have 
we any time to spare, as the boats rendezvous at Kwyboo 
on the 25th. 

18fA Septernber. — After taking a sea cruise of four 
and a half days we put into Brava, remarkable as being 
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the last watering-place of dhoivs on their going north* 
ward ; here we anchor for a few days, almost loth to 
lift our anchor, not knowing where we may be drifted 
to, and there being such few safe anchorages on the coast. 

This village is in all respecta similar to Magadoza ; 
if anything, a little more wretched and dirty. 

2l8i Sepiemher. — Here we have the 21st of September 
on us, and not a single dhow has passed ; it begins to 
Btrihe ;i8 very forcibly that our boats have blockaded 
tiie coast, which makes as even more anxious to reach 
them, for ho\< can they take charge of so many yessele 
if captured ? 

Again stand to seaward, after an unsuccessful effort 
to stem the current. We have now only seventy-eix 
tons of precious coal on board, equal to three days' full 
steaming. 

23rd September. — At noon we find ourselves retro- 
grading, actually 100 miles farther from oui port, such 
is the strength of the current. 

2iih SepUmier. — We are now 342 miles from our 
rendezvous; once more we recross the line, making 
onr third time ; the speculations going on are very 
amusing, the farther we get from onr port the lower 
the prize-shares go down. Some think we shall have 
to bum the ship's spars, and all available timber and 
ship's furniture ; but even supposing we were diiven to 
this necessity, the whole wooJ in the ship would be 
consumed by our devouring furnace in a day or two. 
Others think we shall drift towards the Persian Gulf, 
and get there just in time for the monsoon (N.E. in 
November) , Such are the wild speculations ; who knows 
how tnie they may be ! But, worst of all, our provi- 
sions and water are getting short. 
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29M Sei^ember. — At last, after a very anxiooa passage, 
we arrive at our destination. Tee, there ia Kwyhoo 
Peak showing up ! There can be no mistake, we are at 
the Teritable rendezvous. 

No sooner has the anchor rattled to the bottom, than 
a fleet of boats is seen beating up, and with a stranger 
in company. Our only remaining boat goes to meet 
the rovers, and a very pretty sight it is to see the little 
squadron disputing every inch of water, each trying 
to outstrip the others, and to be the first harbinger of 
good news. We make out most distinctly the signal 
II P. to " pinnace," and in a short time the saucy little 
whaler dashes across our stem, the winner of the race, 
lapping up close under our quarter, and telling us all 
the news : the coxswain saying that eleven prizes had 
been captured by the pinnace and whaler to this date, 
the other boats adding three or four to the number, 
the holes in their sails indicating that they had seen a 
little warm work. 

The men look as jolly as possible, but exceedingly 
devil-may-care-like with their red Haouel caps. To 
show that the inner man had not been n^lected during 
the cruise, they have hung to the fore-rigging the major 
part of a fat goat^ others in a lively state chewing their 
happy cad in the bow. 

The boat's crew have mounted a little gun in the bows 
— no doubt a trophy of blazing deeds. 

The stenimoet boat has now arrived. Still the boats 
are not allowed to come alongside. And why? because 
when we were at Zanzibar, the Sultan complained that 
our cruisers had been plundering his subjects, taking 
from one some thousands of French dollars, &c, and 
&om others various other valuables. So the rovers are 
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to be Bearcbed ; bnt what avails sacli a search ? the men 
ah'eady kuow it, aad, of course, are prepariDg to Dndergo 
the ordeal. Each boat is ezamiDed separately, the 
'cntest corporals act as searchers, begintiing at a man's 
head and feeling to his toes. Jack's sacred stow-places 
«re invaded by the hated hand of a royal marine ; the 
little slit in his cap is pryed into, his jacket, clothes, bags, 
soap, shoes, &c., all examined. Then the boats undergo 
the ordeal. Budder-heads are opened, the linings of 
the gunwale separated, guns searched; keel-thwarta, 
bottom-boards, &c., &c., are sounded by the aid of car- 
penter's hammer and chisel. It is rather amnsing to 
see Jack's spoil disgorged — the objects of his fancy dis- 
closed to the eyes of Hoyal Marines, who laugh at and 
chaff him to his great armoyance. Silver chains, ant^ 
dilurian watches, dirty old riugs^ antique earrings and 
noae suspendors, weighty anklets and bracelets, scimitaiB, 
d^gera, dangerous flint guns and Birmingham pistols, 
necklaces and charms, silks and cottons, articles of 
Arab costame, from the concubine's silver spangled skull- 
cap to her chemise ; and from her lord's turban to his 
primitive sandals. Ivory, mat^ bed-^ear are all dis- 
gorged ; and by the vast heap collected I should think 
that hundreds of Arabs have been divested of their 
finery. 

Some rascally, low, mean blue-jackets, not only col- 
lect these things for their spouses and favourites, but 
wrench off bits of silver irom swords, pistols, &c,, to sell 
as old silver. 

Having respectively submitted to this ignominioae 
examination. Jack rolls forward with his arm fiill of 
spoil, growling like a great bear. It is certainly rather 
a disgraceful ordeal to nodergo- by any one j bnt Jack 
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looks at it in a different liglit Having undergoDe all 
the dangers sod vicissitades of boat-work, he thinks 
he shonld be allowed to keep all loot, whether money 
or jewelry, &c., collected during the omise — honestly 
or dishoneetly. 

This irregular manner of looting is very disgraceful, 
and, unchecked, will lead to some dire results. As soon 
as a prize is taken. Jack's first tbonght is " loot ;" if once 
he smells it, like the bloodhound, he must take it ; and 
to gain it, everything is sacrificed. " Honest Jack," 
too often becomes the dishonest bmte, — the worst of 
tbe Tower Hill genu^ Leaving his olEeer and a few 
conseimtiaut men to clew up the capture, he sneaks 
below, breaks open doore and boxes, pounces upon 
money and jewelry, and to gain which he often perpe- 
trates deeds that the man-vulture on the deadly field of 
battle would be ashamed of. The sex to whom be is 
naturally so gallant, is not only disrespected, but roughly 
handled. 

The second division has had rather an unpleasant 
cruise, having beaten 100 miles against heavy sea, wind, 
and current; but on tbe seventli day out they were 
amply rewarded in seeing three sails of susptcious-tooking 
cndl making off with all speed. Giving tbem chase, 
the strangers were brought to, after five or six hours 
run and two rounds of -grape and case. In each dhow 
there were &om thirty to forty dollars, about 200 per^ 
sons, with crew and slaves, in the aggregate; the 
greasy Arabs, as osual, forming their crews. One would 
have thought that such a number would have resisted 
our boats, on being boarded, but the blue-jackets 
clambered pell-mell over their sides, and with drawn cut- 
lasses and bayonets, their ngly revolvers capped and 
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cocked, poiutiDg on all sides, and the; are soon in the 
very bowels of the dhows, mnunaging, ransacking, 
finding, stealing, pilfering, breaking, destroying, and 
enjoying themselyes mightily, regardleBS of all results, 
liquor heing the only thing wanting to complete the 
chaos — and this while all hands were promptly required 
to throw orerboard about 200 loaded muskets, which, 
tiiank the stars I were possessed by a crowd of irreso- 
lute Arabs. At last, the muskets are committed to the 
deep ; the Arabs are totally disarmed, — a job very 
pleasing to Jack, who does not leave the wretches even 
the smalls article. 

Oq boaxd one of these dhows there was a greasy old 
Arab, who called himself the King of Mosquito, a very 
rascally-looking potentate indeed; the blue-jackets 
treated him in a laughable, serio-comic kind of manner, 
ludicrous to witness, calling Ms Majesty " old bloke," 
" Jack Arab," and such like disrespectful names. They 
appeared very hostile to the king, chiefly because they 
believed him to be the murderer of the boat's crew of 
the " Lyra," about six months ago, in the river Angoza ; 
and, besides, they found in the rascal's possession two 
British naval revolveis, marked 18 and 14 respectively, 
doubtless those taken from the murdered men. 

In the meantime night was approaching, "clouds 

gathered over us, the thunder was heard," so E 

anchored his little squadron about two miles to tiie ' 
southward of Mahatta island, with the intention of 
holding on until daylight; but towards night the 
breakers foamed, the sea rose, and the wind began to 
howl, and the dhows dr^ged their anchors nearly two 
miles, and in a very short time would have been driven 
OD fih<»e. It was now a question of life and death with 
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tile elaves and Arabs ; by daylight the hoata had fonnd 
their way to the anchorage, tiuongh a line of reefs ; it 
was now dnsk, blowing hard, the sea a mass of foam, 

and E had not the slightest idea of the passage : 

there was no doubt that the Arabs kne^ all about it- 
Tbe pinnace and whaler were too crowded already to 
admit of taking slaves in. So the last reBonrce was 
taken, viz., to put all Arabs and slaves in one of t^e 
dhows, and leave them to find their way out through 
the reeft, while the other two dhows were burnt They 
succeeded in maldug their escape, for in the morning 
nothing was to be seen of the dhow. We very much 
regretted being obliged to allow the Arabs to take the 
slaves, but still it was the lesser evil of the two. 

Their next little aSaix was to board au Arab man-of- 
war, with their usual impetuosity mistaking her for a 
fine slaver, and giving up another dbow-chase for her 
sake, but on guining the deck of the brig, they found 
her to be a man-of-war, en route to Lamoo with a prince, 
the newly-appointed governor of that place, who ap- 
peared very indignant. 

When the bustle and excitement of despatching had 
Bubaided, and she had vanbhed in the darkness, I could 
not help thinking her crew would have a very unen- 
viable trip. I am, therefore, glad to see our worthy first 
lieutenant and his companion once more amongst as. I 
gather from them the following incidents of the cruise : — 

At midnight, finiliog themselves still afioat. they 
anchored, maile for Mammy Earth, and there rested 
until morning. Daylight found them hungry and 
chilly, as much the effects of the salt water passage as 
the dewy night and damp ground. On the beach 
before them lay the litUe " Cockle Shell." 
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Of conrae tbe firet thoDght was for breakfast, but the 
fint discovery was tbe disagreeable fact tbat their 
cnlinaiy affairs had been neglected. Pots and kettles 
were in imagination only; but natnre sooo supplied 
their places, and with cocoa-nat shells as cnlinary Tessels, 
tJiey made a very jolly meal ; and at 9 A.K. proceeded 
to look for the paddler, knowing she ought to be some- 
where at the north end of Femba. In the meantime 
weather-eyes were not nnmindfol of passing dhows. 

They soon saw one with bulging white sail sweeping 
down on the wings of a slashing fkir wind — joy of joys 1 
Already she is looked upon as their first capture ; they 
are soon alongside, and find her unfortunately possess- 
ing the necessary clearance papers and without slaves ; 
so like a huge hawk away they go after other prey. 

The second night found them on ierra firma at tbe 
north end of Zanzibar, consuming a heavy supper and 
as jolly as any Zingari ; at night wisely showing their 
knowledge of the Arabs around them by setting the 
watch. 

" The following morning they looked," as one of them 
said, " like rashers of bacon ;" the effects of a longing 
imagination for the reality, or &om half-dosed eyes 
which only just enabled them to see each other ; they 
were simply the remains of mosquito repast, swollen 
and swelling, pimpled and red, and glad to leave the 
camp of the enemy at the sacrifice c^ breakfast ; pre- 
ferring to discuss their morning meal elsewhere to being 
made one of by tbe annoying insects. 

Tbe only thing that relieved the monotony of the 
vast expanse of blue ocean was a dhow, the second 
chase, but a legal trader — still welcome. For making 
fast to her stem they were carried along at the rate of 
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eight or Dine knots an hour ; bnt, dissatisfied mortals, 
they were not sorry on being cast off, having been well 
towed under a cross jumping sea ; after swamping over 
thirty miles they let go the anchor. 

On the 7th the boom of guns annoonoed the paddler, 
and 80OQ her clumBy-lookiag hull appeared at anchor 
in a bay off Pemba. They were not sorry to exchange 
their uncomfortable quarters for the comforts of the old 
cruise water, already wishing for the shades of evening 
that they might test her sleeping quarters, and stretch 
their cramped legs to their fullest extent. The inter- 
mediate time was not badly spent in bartering with the 
natives for the benefit of the inner man, and eight 
dollars were freely exchanged for a fat bollock and 
some noisy fowls. Sunday dawns upon them, but not 
the Sabbath, for dhows will sail on this as on any 
other day, and ^'ery often with slaves. One heaves in 
si^t, and finding her fitted for the slave trade, tbey 
experience the greatest satisfaction in applying the 
torch to the combustible matter within her Doisome 
hold. The dark night interposes between them and 
another craft, or they would in all probability have 
marked capture No. 2. 

The old paddler's capabilities are not of the best, and 
she finds much difficulty in battling with the dangerous 
typhoons and monsoons of the Mozambique, and instead 
of finding themselves well to windward next morning 
they are far to leeward, and out of sight of their in- 
tended second victim. But all is for the best ; they 
have now two other dhows in sight and are about to 
test their papers when a brig appears on the horizon. 
She has all the appearance of a regular slaver, a first- 
daes clipper, the dhows were therefore neglected. 
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and all interest was of course centered in the latter. 
Sail was made, guns loaded, muskets bulleted, revolvers 
charged. In the meantime imagination, ever busy, fills 
her with slaves and pirat« Arabs ; a pretty little skir- 
mish is expected, the Arabs overboard, and they hoist 
the " Rag that's braved a thousand years " to the 
peak, liberate the niggers, and on the wings of a fresh 
breeze return to the old " Gorgon." They swarm over 
the brig's side, cutlass in teeth, pistol in hand, and 
alight on the deck of an Arab " man-of-war," and are 
received with silent astonishment by her officers and a 
Prince of the Blood Royal of Zanzibar, who is being con- 
veyed to the seat of his governorship in his brother's 
dominions. 

His dirty, dilapidated Highness is wonderstmck at 
the impudence evinced by their firing st his ship, at 
their audacity in boarding, at their being minus of the 
bump of respect in covering his decks with red night- 
capped piratical-looking British mariners. The first 
lieutenant apolc^zed by saying that the mistake was 
occasioned by the very nn-man-of-wat^like appearance 
of the ship; perhaps this increased his Highness's 
wrath, for he scowled tremendously at them as they 
once more clambered over his veasel's side. N'itnporte, 
they regained their boats, a drizzly rain descending, hid 
the clumsy old brig from view, and at the same time 
refreshed the external man, being the first fresh water 
souse they had had since leaving the ship. For a week 
they were half pickled, the skin becoming briny and 
tight from the effects of salt water ablutions only. 

On the I3th they effect a janotion with the second 
division of boats, and found they bad captured six 
dhows. 
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After commemoratiiig the meeting in the maimer 
pecaliar to naval officers adrift, they weighed for Mom- 
basu, aPHTing there about midnight 

At daylight, there appeared a very eztensiTe African 
village, one of the few on this coast that hare withstood 
the ravageB of time and plundering northern Arabs ; in 
foct, the place looked so tempting that the party landed 
to procure water, &c The natives — pare Africans — 
received them in a very friendly manner on learning 
their peaceful intentions towards themselves, and hosti- 
lity towards the northern pirates, for many of them 
showed ugly wounds and scars got in protecting their 
offspring from the kidnappers. 

Taking leave, they were returning to the beach, when 
thirty or forty armed Arabs made their appearance, 
with the evident intention of cutting them off from the 
boats, sneaking behind bushes, disappearing, then emerg- 
ing, when least expected, just ahead ; doubtless they 
were very wrath at the capture of their dhows, and 
were intent on inJUcting summary vengeance. They, 
therefore, felt the awkwardness of Uieir position, as they 
were without even a stick for defence ; so there was no 
chance left but to exert their pedestrian powers, which 
ultimately saved them ; and on seeing ^eir boats had 
thd satisfaction of performing the schoolboy trick, called 
" taking a sigfat," which they were not sure the rascals 
nnderstood. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

The start for Melinda — A ■hup encounter — On our my to tlie Bej- 
olielles — Rimning thort of ooaia, Ac — Geneisl diaconteiit and illniM 
OD boAid — Anintl at tbe 8e;otaeUe«-~Mahb and its imports— bmno- 
rali^ of ita Inhabitaute— Bociet; at a high premimn— The ouioitf 
kaf-fij— An expensive trip. 

On the 15th they were en rovie to Melinda. On ronnd- 
ing a reef within a few miles of that place, the foreyard 
of the paddler went over the side, and the boat became 
unmanageable. Between two reefs their sitaation was 
awkward ; the surf roaring, carling, and breaking on 
both Hides rather astounded them. Tbe anchor was let 
go, and in the watery giUly, with breakers in front and 
in rear, all bnt within reach, like angry dogs at the 
length of their chain, foaming and bowling impatient 
to swamp them. At one time leaving them in tbe dark 
valley, and rearing their crested heads high above, tbeo 
descending with the greatest fnry, each succeeding one 
apparently more powerful. But the chain held on ; the 
boat being shallow-bottomed rode over the waves. Had 
the anchor dragged even but a few feet, the fierce 
breakers would have soon demolished them, and then 
howled a requiem over them. But that good little 
cherub that Dibdin speaks of, kept the middle watch. 
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stilled the wnters the following moniing, and eeot them 
away full of ihaokB at their escape. 

All provisioDB were spoilt ; everythiDg was, of coarse, 
wet and soaking ; but they were soon all right agaio, a 
glass of Borneo and a little sun soon restored them to 
their usual spirits, and they were soon on their way to 
Melinda to look -for a fleet of dhows. 

While they lighted their fires to brew a little tea for 
the men, the whaler and pinnace were sent ahead to re- 
connoitre the town. On rounding the point, they were 
somewhat surprised at seeing the natives banging away 
with rifles. A little more sail soon brought the other 
boats into the field of action, and they then saw four 
dhows at andior, one (the largest) already in charge of 
the whaler. Armed Arabs soon filled the others, and 
in conjnnction with their Tillainoua friends on shore, 
opened a sharp fire. The boats returned the fire in 
earnest, closed in, and after a few rounds of grape and 
canister within pistol shot, drove the Arabs overboard. 
They are wonderful divers, few rising until the shore is 
gained, and some not at alL Attention was next occu- 
pied by the mob on shore who, having a small gun, and 
many old muskets, were not so easily silenced. They 
were treated to what they call devil-fire, consisting 
of two twelve-pounder rockets, which went hissing and 
capering abou^ round comers, through windows, and 
oat of doors ; setting on fire and knocking down all in 
its path. At last, the people were scattered and driven 
from their ambuscades, and four dhows were taken, all 
fitted for the slave trade. On board one was found a 
poor negro lying at the bottom of the hold, his hands 
ladled behind. 

Strange to say, not one of onr men was scratched, 



3 by Google 



138 A CRUISE IN TBE "GOBGON." 

aldiough at ench close quarters, and not a few bullets 
disturbed the equilibrium of the atmosphere in ^e 
Ticioity of their heads ; several plumped into the boats 
and whizzed through the sails. After this little brush, 
and barning the dhowB, the squadron made for Lamoo, 
hoping for a repetition of the last affair. During the 
night they narrowly escaped a dangerous reef, and 
arrived in the morning. The officers paid a visit to the 
governor, and to their astonishment were ushered into 
the presence of the very prince they had so imcer&- 
moniously boarded. Naturally enough. His Higtmesa 
was rather wrath on the second appearance of the 
hated English — the cause of the destruction of his 
profitable slave trade ; especially when our first lieu- 
tenant told him he want^ to examine all the dhows 
within the harbour. The governor first scorned the 
idea, then reverted to the late attempt on his brig, but 
was assured that it was quite a mistake — the effect of 
ardent zeal for the suppression of the slave trade ; but 
the potentate would not be appeased. A few dollars 
they thought would most likely quiet him, and acting 
upon the thought, which proved correct, the band of 
rovers withdrew and returned to their boats. They 
then blockaded eH the inlets to the harbour, showing 
their determination to stop the export of slaves irom 
this port ; having heard that thousands of the unfor- 
tunate creatures were awaiting embarkation. 

The only dhow boarded was one under French co- 
lours, the master of which, illegally under French pro- 
tfiction, considered himself (though having on board a 
cargo of slaves) quit« beyond the power of English 
cruisers : he little knew the temperament of John BolL 
The Frencbman tiiought we had not the moral courage 
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to board him when under the French flag, on which 
point we quickly undeceived him ; and l>ad he not be^i 
in poesesdon of a bona fide Saltan's pass, would have 
consigned his dhow to the flames, and himself to an 
ignominious discharge to the shore. 

Our httle squadron were rather short of the neces- 
saries of life, bat on the 24th fonnd the crew of the 
French berqne " Vidalle," shipwrecked and tented on 
a small island near Lamoo ; with them they fraternized, 
and fared sumptuously, having for the first time since 
leaving the ship felt the invigorating effects of a good 
dinner and nnbroken rest. The islands abound in tlie 
fierce brutes of the forest ; but our people slept in safety 
guarded only by their watch-fires. 

On the 26^ a message from the governor arrived, 
inquiring why our boats blockaded his port, and in- 
viting them to search the dhows and be gone. So on 
the following morning another visit was paid to his 
Highness, but nearly all the dhows had vanished, evi- 
dently knowing their barbonr better than we. ' The 
governor magnanimously pointed to the remainder, and 
said, " If yon still doubt, go search." 

This shabby potentate is well-known by Colonel 
Bigby, who expends his vocabulary of adjective on 
him with great asperity. To hear him called Prince 
is to touch the gallant colonel on a sore point, who at 
once tells you fiercely that he is not a prince, bat the 
son of a low, black concubine slave. 

24^ Orfoter.— This, the 24th day from Kwyhoo, finds 
OS using oar last ton of coal to gain an anchorage at 
Seychelles : if we fail, woe betide ns 1 Notwithstanding 
tiie long and constant knocking about off the barbarous 
ooost of Africa — the hea^^Bickening work in boat- 
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cruising, the constant expoanre to rain antl sun, ihe bad 
proTiBions and water, the bad-smelling dhows, slares, and 
Arabs, the long, moDotonons sea-jonmey across hither, 
the scarcity of necessaries, the otter want of comforts, and 
with a debilitating ferer — who would not stagger to the 
deck, from a sick bed, to gaze on the blessed land F the 
dear mother earth from whom we are so estranged, cot oflF, 
and banished I The sanhen eyes of our first lieutenant 
(who is ill with fever) brighten up with thankfulness. 

Two-thirds of our officers imd a fif& of the men are 
sick. How they must look forward to the fresh pro- 
visions, cooling fruits, and the quiet rambles to be bad 
when they are couTalescent ! Hurrah \ there is a pretty 
little white whale-boat coming to meet as. 

The little town looks very small ; but the houses are 
overshadowed, and so close to the foliage that few are to 
be distinguished; but there is something we do see, 
something very gratifying to an Englishman 9000 miles 
from home — something that adds so much grace and 
virtue to the little town — a mark of the civilization, of 
the good sense and Christian feeling of the inhabitanta 
-~a something that gives a tone to the place, and makes 
one's heart rejoice. We see it peeping from amidst the 
thick tropical foliage ; its white turret-shaped steeple and 
gothic body proclaim it an English Protestant church. 

The entrance to the anchorage is very intricate, 
marked with a kind of barbers' poles of beacons. It is 
a narrow channel through coral reefs. These deposits 
with the white sand give the sea a pretty emerald tint, 
which added to the high mountains on the right, the 
tree-&inged, fresh, green-tinted islands on the left, 
backed by others blue in. the distance, and the bright 
blue shy above, make a pretty picture. 



3 by Google 



MAHM AND TSE SE7CSELLBB. 141 

The faat-eailing whaler is now alongside, haring 
brought the Medico of the town, also another gen- 
tleman, who, for our edification, kindly sketch the 
Seychelles with the crayon of experience, and, as 
true artists, putting the lights and shades where they 
actually fall. 

We fiud that the little town of Mab& is inhabited by 
about 10,000 French Creoles and Africans; the former 
the descendants of the French colonists; the latter 
the ofTspring by tbeir Blaves, 

Althongb the Seychelles is really English, it is ap- 
parently French. French schools, French language, 
French education, consequently divine service ia read in 
the Protestant church in French. All the merchants, 
and in fact almost the whole island is French. A 
French man-of-war visite the island periodically; aD 
English one rarely, and then only in case of necessity. 

Oonceming the history of the group of islands called 
Seychelles, I know nothing. ' The probability is they 
were discovered by the Portuguese, about 200 years 
^o; that they have been colonized &om that time, 
first, by the discoverers, then by the French, and finally 
by ourselves, in name only. 

The government of the islands is vested in a civil 
commissioner, whose word is law, and who is generally 
appointed by the Mauritius Government He is the 
magistrate of the islands. There is a respectable body ' 
of Creole police ; well disciplined, neatly dressed, con- 
trolled by a superintendent and inspector, and supervised 
by the inspector-general of police at the Mauritius, who 
visits periodically. 

All land is, of coarse, disposed of by GovemmeDt ; but 
of late very little has been sold^ although many persons 
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are anzions to bay. A good deal of the soil ia already 
bought, and in the hands of people who expect (as all 
colonists do) great things to turn up, and will not Bell it 
at any price. 

Until within a few tnonthe, the Seychellea has been 
ioBigmficant ; bat lately, in consequeoce of the P. and O. 
mail touching on her way to and from Mauritina, &c., it 
has become more important. 

The imports of Mah& are bat domestic goods, brought 
in little trading schooners from the Mauritius, for home 
consumption. Its exports are more considerable ; being 
mm, sugar, s^o, and tapioca. Its manufactures are 
chiefly confined to straw ; there is also a peculiar tree 
called Cocoa de Mer, known only at the Seychelles, 
which yields the most delicate, beautifiil straw, from 
which the native girls make pretty fancy articles, fens, 
baskets, hats, bonnets, &c., by which they derive a tolei^ 
able living. 

The islands opposite, in th& distance, the largest called 
" Frigate Island," all yield their quantum of turn and 
sugar, which passes through the customs at Mahe. The 
ram is good, but it is never allowed to get sufficiently 
old to be palatable ; it is sold, retail, at about eleven 
shillings per gallon. The sugar is also good, but not of 
a tempting colour — ^it is dirty-looking. 

All the islands show signs of departed industry ; the 
wrecks of old sugar-mills may be seen scattered aboot 
the country and covered with vegetation, the abode of 
owls and other birds, and rapidly falling to decay. 

This is all the trade, and it is not very extensive. 

The island has a few advantages from its isolated 
position in the Indian Ocean. Its soil is so rich and 
prolific that it would almost grow oue's walking-stick if 
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stack into it. In a short walk, almost within a space of 
a bnndted square yards, can be counted an endless 
variety of fruits: limes, pine apples, oranges, bananas, 
plantuns, lychoe, the noble bread-fruit, alligator pear, and 
mangoes, all growing wild, the two former choking the 
hedges and emitting a delicious fragrance of herbs; 
clove, cinnamon, castor oil, balsam copaibee, manise, 
tapioca, sago, and cassava ; trees of all kinds, indiap 
robber, palms of every description, cocoa nut, traveller's 
rest, which, tapped near the root, yields a refreshing - 
drink ; cushew, cocoa de mer, baisnalt, from which, 
being bo bard, they make tiles for bouses. The cocoa de 
mer, as the name implies, grows by the sea side ; it is 
peculiar to the Seychelles, and, as far as we know, grows 
nowhere else in the world ; it is valuable for its fine 
straw ; also it has a large nut which contains a kind of 
blancmange which is very good. 

Every roadside, garden, hill and valley is covered with 
the meet odoriferous and charming flowers; the rose, 
the delicata souvenir of our own dear shores, blooms 
freely. But the Seychelles has its disadvantages. 
There is no harbour, and no artificial means can make 
one. 

Id consequence of the abolition of slavery, and the 
inherent laziness of the inhabitants, labour is scarce. 

Twice our men-of-war have lately brought slaves 
here ; the " Ljrra " about 200, and ourselves 63. Directly 
these are landed they are ticketed and numbered, and 
taken under the wing of the magistrate ; tiie males 
separated from the females ; shortly, a day is named for 
their distribution ; we attend, and see our chubby little 
Topsys separated ; appointed to different Amities, who 
undertake to bring them up in the way they should go. 



3 by Google 



144 A OSUISB IN TEE "OOSGON.' 

also to pay them certain fixed wagen; tbos all are 
divided amongst the inhabitants. 

The climate is very healthy, diseases rarely known ; 
but the morality of the place ie frightful. The marriage 
ceremony is a dead letter. locest is too common to be 
taken notice of. One cose for instance : an official at 
the Mauritius (bom at Seychelles) is the son of Ms 
grandmother by his own brother t Melancholy to relate, 
there are very few virtuous girls on the island. The 
female portion of the inhabitants are as five to one of 
men. With all this, as might be expected, the population 
is rapidly decreasing. If the islands had been a little 
more anglicised, how different would be the results I 
French morals are lax enough, bnt here they run wild ; 
having all the grossnese, without a particle of French 
polish, and making it a paradise lost Compare the 
English settlement of Tristan d'Acnnha, a little island 
in mid-Atlantic, populated by about forty-three Ihigliab, 
who for virtue, industry, and social happiness are im- 
mensely superior to the inhabitants of the Seychelles. 

The natives have not succeeded in reariog cattle a! 
any kind. Pigs of course flourish, but little or nothing 
is produced by artificial means ; nature is expected to 
do everything. Provisions are excessively dear : beef. 
Is. per pound ; eggs, 2d. each ; dry provisions not to be 
had ; sardines, 2s. per small box ; wines and spirits in- 
ferior and dear ; and all other articles the aame. To 
aggravate matters, our blue-jacketa, having been granted 
leave, have, like a swarm of locusts, eaten up every- 
thing. All the beer (although 2s. per bottle), eggs, &c., 
&C., are consamed, at the expense of the little fortunes 
they made in the dhows ; and not only bo, but also at 
the expense of their ofScers. 
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Of course there is little to be said of society in such a 
place as this, the Commisdoner aaA the Doctor ; the 
only lady at Mahfe is the Doctor's wife, a very agreeable 
aod genteel person, of Greek parents, bom at Zante. 
Sometimes for a whole year this kind creature is with- 
out a eiogle female companion, without even a piano to 
dietorb the stagnant atmosphere ; and even worse, some- 
times the Doctor, her only solace, is absent on profes- 
sional dnty for a week at a time. She at all events knows 
the value of companions and friends, and will no doubt 
appreciate them. How glad tbey are to have as to t«a 
every evening I and we always make it a point to drop 
in on every occasion ; in the evening taking her ladyship 
for a walk, returning at dnsk to a refreshing cap of tea. 
There are some of those truly good creatures, French 
Sisters of Charity here, who possess the only piano on 
the island, and that is a most melancholy instrument. 

The land at Mah^ rises almost perpendicularly, fronted 
by a few miles of flat land whereon stands the town. 
The heights, some 7000 or SOOU feet, are of solid rock, 
and at the top covered with luxnriant vegetation. The 
houses are boilt a la Swiss, and only want the pretty 
little bridges and rumbling streams to make the com- 
parison perfect. 

There are about half-a-dozen roads : one muuing round 
the bay, the others at right angles to the hills in the 
background, gently inclined towards them. These are 
lined with hedges of the prettiest flowere ; the graceful 
palms and weeping bamboos rendering them refreshing 
cool retreats. At evening these walks are delightful, 
especiiOJy on a moonlight night. The aroma from 
the myriads of pine apples, liroes, and roses, is truly 
delightful; and in the morning, before the sun has 
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taken up the dew, a little walk before breakfast, besidee 
exbaasting one's eulogistic Tocabolaty, leaves one in a 
good temper for the remaindei of the day. 

One of the greatest curiosities to be seen at this 
ptacey and of the insect world, is a kind of leaf-fly. I 
■was asked to look at a bunch of fresh green leaves, 
and told to point out any living thing on it ; after look- 
ing in vain for some time, I was astonished to see one 
of the leaves move, and found that this leaf was the 
insect itsel£ It is a mere leaf, with the most delicate 
legs Mid head ; its body is quite green, with veins, fibres, 
&c These leaf-flies are very rare, and very difficult to 
keep, requiring a bunch of fresh leaves daily. The ant 
and other insects perforate and devour them. When 
hatched they are like small dried leaves, but they 
Boon astonish one by walking, and we were much more 
surprised to see them turn green. 

The females are largely employed in plaiting straw ; 
and they sell the plait, enough to make a mat, for about 
28. M. They pride themselves on this kind of work, 
and will rig up a " chapeaa " ia a few hours, d la mode, 
"pork-pie" or otherwise; not, however, forgetting to 
charge. The smallest little doll-basket, made of cocoa 
de mer fibre, is a dollar. The malee do very little ; in 
fact, the natural order of things is reversed. 

There are about twenty shops in the town, a kind of 
general stores, owned by French Creoles ; flimsy French 
things are the chief articles retailed. 

Altogether, Malife is naturally a very beautiful look- 
ing island ; its walks and rambles almost unparalleled, 
especially to us after a long sea-voyage. Its beauties, 
however, would be acknowledged by any one. There is 
one drawback however to all this beautiful scenery — the 
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ezcessiTe heat At Mab^, the high land being crescent- 
shaped and rocky, the heat is retained long after the 
smi has dipped, thereby rendering the atmoephere 
somewhat close ; otherwise, the Seychelles aie a little 
patadisa 

Canoe after canoe, schooner after schooner arrive 
with our wood. All cedar 1 and this to be bamt I We 
set oar wits to work calculating how many pencils we 
shall consume. It certainly appears eztraregant, bnt 
necessity leares ns no other choice. It is consumed 
quickly, and the smoke plays the deuce with our fiumel 
and sails. 

Tlie next consideration is water, which is easily pro- 
cored &om one of the many mountain-etreanis, most 
of which are mineralized ; so we must be careful. 

I am enlivened by a little scuffle between two Kroo 
men in the water-boat alongside ; the scuffling, punch- 
ing, squeezing, and jabbering savagely carried on is 
amusing, because almost harmless. The Eroo boys in 
every sliip are, on account of their general good bebar 
viour, allowed to go on shore every evening, if possible. 
Appreciating and enjoying the privilege, and the whole 
body being fearful lest the imprudence of one or more 
of ^em should lead to the loss of it, the head Kroo 
men have full power vested in them, both by the 
authorities and the Kroo boys themselves, to come 
down upon a delinquent very severely. To-day these 
two combatants have doubtless taken a little too much, 
and are moved by the infernal spirits ; but Tom Peters, 
the bead Kroo man, sees them. This black Hercules 
jumps into the boat, plies a rope's-end most unmerci- 
folly to all, and then with the slightest eSbrt thrors 
the brawler across bis brood shoulden^ carries him up 
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tiie gangway as if he were a child, and deposits him 
upon the hard deck, pitching him orer sack-of-cosls* 
fashion. The water-boat leaves for the shore, and Uie 
mck of coaU withoot hesitation jumps orerboard, and 
after a little difficulty is saved. But the hour of retri- 
bntion is at hand. The very same night Jack Eopeyam, 
the chief Kroo boy, tells the commanding officer that 
he is obliged to give Jim Will (the cnlprit) a licking. 
" All right," says the commanding officer. The follow- 
ing moming Jack reports in the most farmal way, "I 
lick 'm, air ;" and no doubt it was a most eevere casti- 
gation indicted with nothing smaller than a two-inch 
rope. For a little time after this event poor Jim Will, 
having done aome work for me, actually refused a glass 
of grog ofiercd to him ; and, considering the value of 
the precious liquor when the "Long Boat" is in, I 
cannot help concluding that the licking in question 
made a more lasting impreseiou on his mind than body. 

Talking of Kroo boys, we have a most peculiar one, 
named " Bottle of Beer ;" he is always laughing, and 
looks like the reality of his name in the shape of porter, 
just opened and iiothing over. In this hot weather, 
without a bottle of the reality on hoard, this frothy 
fellow is always before ua ; his name is being constantly 
dinned into our eats, while our palates are reminded of 
the absence of this invigorating beverage. Yes \ I mast 
say, Bass stands as high in my estimation as a minister 
of the interior ; as the inventor of Baltic shirts does for 
the comfort he has provided for the exterior — both 
deserve to be almost deified by wandering man. 

In consequence of the very active service in which 
we have been of late employed, our defects have become 
eo formidable as to require the assistance of the Sey- 
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chellee artificers. These Creoles are accounted good 
workmen ; report says that a ship need only bring naifc 
and tools to this place, but to ua experleace proved 
otherwise. 

Their hands were soon fidl of onr work. We fonnd 
them very slow, independent, and expensive ; their wor^ 
however, was tolerably good, 

VJth Novemier. — Our rigging having been set up, and 
stores and provisions replenished, we, to-day, find our- 
eelves ready for sea. 

This little trip to the Seychelles has cost Qovenuneut 
about £1000, and although we are all excessively sorry 
at this expenditure of public money, still I think we 

should be even reconciled to this, if Captain W 

would only wait for the mail due to-morrow. Our 
petition is selfish, no doubt ; but if the reader will only 
condescend to make our case his own, and suffer the 
(^>rivation of letters and news for five mcmths wi^ a 
prospect of being, as it were, dead to the world for 
double that time, and without any news from home if 
the present opportunity be missed, onr request will 
appear within the bounds of reason. But it is not to 
be, the anchor is weighed, and we find ourselves, minus 
the wished-for letters, waving our handkerGhie& to the 
duster of friends, standing in B 's balcony, return- 
ing tlie siUute. 

We now move sluggishly along with ihe merest 
apology for a breeze. 
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CHAPTEB X. 

A JManey of 900 mllBa before m, and ftt pretent Doviud — Hc^gfbr 
obange of the HoDioon — A loDg cuune of " B&lt-horae "—Gun exei- 
dM, to while amy the moQotmr — The "minnpe" pTerail— Chriitmaa- 
daj on boftrd— ExpreuioQg of regtet iu the \aa of our Ute Com- 
Dumdei — At lutwe turiTeat Zuuibu— Incraueof the BUie trade — 
We Ttsit the SUts market— The Naatch danoe — A Yankee friend— 
PrepantLooB foi Johanna — Johanna U inoomparable for its beantifol 



i8th Ifovember.—TiuB day brings lu lees wind, sooD 
none at all, consequently lees patience; and now we 
are in a dead calm, about eigbt miles from the Sey- 
chelleB, and our onp of bittemesB OTerflows, for tbere 
goes tbe very mail we have longed for, and dreamed of 
for the last month I 

How shall we endure oar disappointment ; no wind, 
and a sea joorney of 900 milee, and with little pleasure 
in autidpatiug oar arrival among the detestable Arabs. 
There ia one consolation for us : if we reach Zanzibar 
we get coal, a very scarce commodity, and in obtainiDg 
which our saccess in the prize way depends. But we 
have about 900 milea to get over, and our supply at 
water and steaming depends on about three days' wood. 
Our holds contain only ax weeks' provisions, and the 
8.W. monsooD being nearly ended, we may expect 
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TariaUe winds and a long passage. A long course of 
" aalt horse " is likely to increase the sick list, and 
decrease the small quantity of medicines in possession 
of the "Faculty." 

For the last few days we have had nothing but 
Cfdms, our men think they will continue for some time, 
at least until tho change of the monsoon ; in conse- 
qoence, it is rather amnsiDg to see the long face of our 
Chief, trnfortunately he calculated on shortening the 
journey to Johanna by going via Zanzibar, thinking to 
hare a leading wind all the way across, to take ia coal 
at that place, and then, with greater certainty and speed, 
make onr way to Johanna, under steam during the light 
winds, and he in time to catoh the great slave ships 
hurrying off with their yearly human cargoes ; instead 
of which, here we are in the very light winds, which 
have arrived just a month earlier than usual. But the 
time could not be better employed ; onr men are very 
much behind in their evolutions, and the present oppor- 
tunity has been taken advantage of to rub them np. 

The great guns are being rattled about all day, spare 
and Bails in the evening ; light infantry drill, scientific 
field evolutions, and field-piece exercise often varying 
the course. 

The blue-jackets take to the former naturaUy, bat 
the field evolutions they appear determined not to 
manage. The colour-sergeant is nearly out of patience, 
his awkvrard squad increases in awkwardness. Jack is 
obatinate, he won't learn soldiering ; he considers him- 
aelf an injured individuaL Occasionally a little badi- 
nage is exchanged between them, such as "I say, Jack, 
d'ye hear the latest order, all hands have to go to the 
shoemaker to he measured for stocks T' and the very 
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idea appears to them so Indicrons, that all laagb 
heartily ; but if they eould be broogbt to think what 
glorious results may accrue to the conntry by their 
becoming per mare — f>er terram, what an immense ad- 
vantage would be gained I 

Our boys are picking np their drill rery &st, several 
have been promoted. Captain W ' stndies their 
interests mudi more than the Circular, which forlnda 
them to be rated until eighteen years of age, he doing 
so at sixteen. 

5^ December. — The very same sight every morning ; 
the glassy, greasy sea, withoat a catepaw ; not a bird 
or a fish to be seen, the whole space void — nothing 
breathing the breath of life around ns. There appears 
no likelihood of a change, the heavens an azure blue, 
onblemished by a cload, the sun hot, intensely hot, its 
rays piercing our very skolls, for there is no awning 
spread. The first lieutenant has long since suffered 
from it, and is now in bia cot ; the second lieutenant 
has succumbed, yet our chief paces the deck at noon 
in the glaring sun, I dare say, withont the slightest 
idea that any one could be affected by the heat, as if 
sunstroke were a mere idea. 

Experience has no effect on us, day by day we see 
the " white horses " bowling np, and exclaim, " hurrah I 
here's the north-easter I" but it tarns out to be a mere 
tidal ripple, a " meeting of the waters." 

10th Deeember. — Not a breath of wind, the sun as 
hot as ever ; and, to make matters worse, all our Sey- 
chelles water has vanished. Some of our precious 
oedai-wood is therefore burnt to condense, which not 
only makes us ton times hotter, bat half blinds ns. 
No more baths, no more quarts of water in the monuDg, 



3 by Google 



BAUD FABE. 153 

no more washing twice a day, for w« are limited to one 
quart a day for washing ; bat every shower of tain is 
canght and stowed in tabs for our use by marine 
domestics. 

If we had no mastfi, nor sails, we shonld be davoaied 
with ennui, as it is we are continually boxing aboat to 
catch the faintest breath. There is a disease setting in, 
nlgarly called " the mamps," consequent on the depar- 
ture of the good things of this world — I mean t^e 
"mental mumps," not the physical 

24th DeeeirAer. — Not a drum nor a fife disturbed the 
night, not a song nor a dance can be heard. All is 
silent. My only pleasure is the thought of " England, 
home, and beauty." The men appear to be tired, they 
have been drilled until late, and have no heart or 
tpirits to make them merry, 

8- — and I sit lonely on the hatchway combings, 
he smoking his cigar and recounting his first loves and 
youthfal frolics. After diving into the past, present, 
and future, we dire into bed. 

25i& DeeenAer, ChndmM^ay. — Hail ! glorious day ! 
Though unattended by thy gay ooortiers, mirth and 
good cheer, thou art truly welcome I What have we 
to-day in the shape of good cheer 7 For the last week 
we have been on a pint of water a day (for washing), 
and half allowance of biscuit. There is not wherewith 
to make a pudding. Salt meat is almost the only 
article of fix>d of which we get onr foil qnantum, aod 
five weeks on salt junk, withont even rice as a vegetable, 
brings one to the verge of scurvy (especially when there 
is no lime juice) ; bat with a little more water we should 
get on a great deal better. We have to be very careful 
with the little we have; in the morning my servant 
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measures the pint io a; pewter — old measore, not im- 
perial, — and seeoiB to chackle when, on pouring it into 
my basin, he sees my discomfitnie. I begin with the 
&ce, and work nearly all the way down to my toes with 
this mug ftdl. I have tried Tarions ways to sma^le 
water, but it being kept under Tigilant eyes in the 
wardroom, I was of course bowled oat, and was there- 
fore driven to the not very honest resort of calling few 
a glass of water, ostensibly for the interior, and dedi- 
cating it te the exterior. Thus I secured washed handi) 
beftne diimer. 

The men IiaTe fared far worse, for we have had our 
bottles of pickles and chntnee to render the junk palat- 
able. They hare had bad cofTee instead of theit 
staff of life — chocolate ; half allowance of biscuit, no 
tea, no flour, raisiuB, suet, rice, peas, or lemon-juice. 
They have had a pint of water, and as much drill every 
day as if on full allowance. One-fifth of the ship's 
company are on the sick-list; scurvy has made ite 
appearance, and we have boils innumerable : three- 
fifths of the ofBcers are sick ; our first lieutenant has 
been very ill, once despaired of, and nearly every officer 
has gone into dry dock for a time. The worst of it is, 
as in the case of the first lieutenant, just when he re- 
quires nursing and strengthening, we have nothing to 
give him, except port-wine and salt food ; but, worst of 
all, the eminent doctors report their medicines nearly 
gone, so that, if we are out another fortnight, our case 
may be rather serious. The solitary shark that fol- 
lowed us so long, has given us up as a most economical 
ship, no scraps being thrown overboard. Our blue- 
jackets are rather partial te young sharks. 

Well, we must hope for the best, and give Jack a 



3 by Google 



LAND IS VIEW. 165 

glass of gn^t although that ezhilaraQt is prohibited ; 
and by this means on Christmas-night we do manage to 
drag a song out of some of them. We are, indeed, in 
luck's way : instead of the usual salt junk we find npon 
the table some preserved meats, the welcome surprise 
of our steward, who has doubtless bad great resolution 
to secrete them, resisting our pitiM looks day by day 
with stoic firmness until the present occasion. 

Dinner over I manage to infuse a little joy into the 
bodies impolitie, by hauling out the IBusirated London 
News of last year, which, with its Christmas jollities, by 
an extraordinary stretch of the imagination, we transfer 
to the present time. In the evening, in spite of contrary 
orders, nearly every Jack gets a gill firom the officers. 
One of the petty ofScers said to me, " I don't know 

whether you miss Captain P afE^ sir, but we do fbN 

ward." So passes Christmas-day of 1861. 

29th DeeenAer.^-Toda,y we have the land in view, 
and consequently look forward to the blessings of har- 
bour. Luckily the fresh breeze continues and carries 
us to the anchorage of Zanzibar, for otherwise.we should 
have to be content with a quarter of allowance of every- 
thing. We find at anchor here a French corvette, and 
an addition to the Arab navy in tiie shape of a merchant 
barque, bought in, deooiated, fitted and mounted with 
goDS. The ship herself has rather a nice hull; her 
guns are of different calibre, consequently necessitating 
several sizes of shot ; but, I suppose, this has not entered 
the Arab mind : the chief point was to get the guns 
on board to constitute her a man-of-war, never mind 
powder and shot— quite a second consideration I 

There is also a little merchant-schooner that has 
nndei^ne a similar conversion. It is gratifying to see 
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that Jack Arab is on the march, however slow. It is a 
step in the right direction ; and, besides, we hear the 
Sultan has been remarkably wise and honest, paying 
Bome arreara of tribute to hia saperior at Miisoat, like a 
man. But we are not a little surprised that adTantaga 
has not been taken of bis shortcomings to force a wedge 
onder his tottering throne; the force of the simplest 
lever would have effected the object, I think. 

We are rather struck with the increase of dhow trade. 
Almost hourly these primitive veasels arrive with 
crowded cargoes of slaves, crossing our bows with t^e 
greatest impunity. We once more visit the slave 
market, and there find fresh vigour ; the trafSc seems 
to have gained new life since our last visit. The 
market is full : fierce Arabs, Turks, and Abyssinians are 
bnsy with their bargains. Negroes are trotted oat in a 
business-like way; the women are felt and squeezed. 
Their legs, ankles, and teeth are examined meet disgust- 
ingly and unfeelingly by the dealers. They are iat 
dearer than ever, and more bought and sold. The puiv 
ohasers are continually walking off with files of blacks, 
no doabt taken to the g^ieral depdt, whence they will 
be carried northward in the dreadful dhows. 

And why this fresh impetus ? Our new Consul haa 
arrived, and advantage is taken of bis inexperience. 
Bjs predecessor was a man who thoroughly under- 
stood the Arab character, could speak their language 
fluently, was np to ail their intrigues and dodges, and 
knew all the languages along the coast. Altogether 
the right man was in the right place. He had emanoi- 
pated 1000 human beings with his own hand, and was 
loved by the respectable part of the community of 
Zanzibar, feared and hated by the slave dealers, who 
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vowed to deprive him of his valoable life, bat thej 
lacked the coarage to do it. The gallant old colonel 
oared not a straw for their cowardly threats, bat took 
hia morning and evening walks with only a clear con- 
science and a trusty revolver. He peeped into the 
dwellings of the emancipated negro, and was blessed by 
their occnpants. His heart and soal revolted at the 
barbarity and oraelty of the slave trade, and strove to 
abolish it. He assisted ns with all his great enei^es, 
lent OS his injEbrmers, put as on the scent of the slave 
dhows, and gave as the benefit of his vast espenence of 
Arab cliaracter, all for the same end. He compelled 
the Saltan to respect treaties and exercise liumanity. 
The consequence of the aid he rendered was that we 
captured eighteen dhows, and entirely stopped the 
northern slave trade. So effident wa8 onr blockade of 
the slave ports that not a single cargo of the persecuted 
creatores passed northward this season ; while generally 
at least 5000 escaped. 

But a new Consul arrives, and the Arabs see their pet 
trade invigorated. They see a profitable future big 
with dollars, coDcabines and slaves, European luxuries, 
and an era of sensual dissipation, and they laugh at as. 

Whoever has not seen a Nautch dance, has some- 
thing yet to see. Some three or four seta of these had 
arrived here &om Bombay; and having told our tall, 
gawky Arab conductor tJiat we wished to see these 
pecoliar beings, he made the necessary arrangements 
with them. In the evetung we repaired to his honse, 
and were ushered into a long, narrow room, covered 
with a Persian carpet and cushions, and in the centre a 
brass lamp with a number of burners. The spectators 
seated themselves at the farther end of the room, 
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leariug Qie divan for the Kautch girls — awaiting most 
impatiently their arrival, and filling np the interval by 
defending themselves against the fierce onslaughts of 
hougry, buzzing mosqnitoes. A crowd of Arabs poox 
in, and sqaat down without invitation ; others, less 
fortunate, manning the windows on the outside. Shortly, 
our tall Arab entera, osbering in some half-dozen 
creatores, clothed in cloth of gold, followed by half a 
dozen Indian musicians bearing their instruments of 
tortnre, consisting of a peculiar kind of dram, a guitar, 
and an instmment of the fl^eolet kind. The ladies 
divested themselves of their outer scarf of red silk and 
gold, and lounged on the divan opposite to as : their 
arms bare, bosoms nearly, and legs quite so. Their 
beads ornamented with wreaths of jewels ; gold orna- 
ments, studded with precious stones, hung from one 
side of the nostrils, pulling down the lobes. 

One looked rather old, say twenty-eight, the others 
young, two under thirteen. All were of Indian cast of 
countenance, and very dark under the eyes. They 
lounged on the cushious in the most fascinating maimer, 
as they apparently thought, gently pufiing the cigars 
we had given them, every moment casting up their 
large black eyes to us languishingly, loviugly, enchant- 
ingly, and sorrowfully. 

The musicians strike up a semi-dismal sentimental 
sound : one of them has a peculiar small, semi-circular 
drum, made fast to his waist, which he sounds by strik- 
ing with the palm of his hand, obtaining the most 
peculiar, but not unmusical sounds. The others have 
instruments more common. 

The girls now begin to cast off their outer garments, 
and bind round their ankles tinkling chains, This done. 
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they advance, tap the heels, then the toea, tinkling the 
chains to the time of the mnuicians. The dance ia 
doubtleas to follow. Wriggling about — coming dose 
to na, throwing oat their annB, and peeping beneath 
the Bcarf, advance and retreat. They then sing love- 
songs, conjointly with the musicians, who screech in their 
ears, gradaaUy increasing the londness of the music; 
the girls advancing and recetiing, their eyes alternately 
fall of passion and porrow, and their whirling away 
diaconsoUte, at length sit down almost exhausted. 
During the dancing and singing they fi^uently hft the 
nose ornament to wipe their streaming fioces. This was 
continued by a succession of dancers, until we were 
tired, and were glad to pay and be off. They wanted 
eight dollars each for their performance, but only got 
as much amongst them. Bight glad were we to leave 
the locality and get on board. Altogether it was one of 
the most curious dramatic displays I had ever witnessed. 

Those we had seen were of an inferior class; the 
" Ariel " had some on board when at Zanzibar, and 
paid them about 200 dollars. 

During this visit to Zanzibar I met my old friend, the 
Yankee naturalist, and the conversation disagreeably 
turning on the American war and on " Bull's Bnn," the 
indifferent Yankee said, " WeU, sir, as to those fellows 
who took the rightrabont without orders, and left the 
battle-field to the enemy, their time was up, you know, 
and I guess they had lots of business at home." Having 
taken in 100 tons of coal, and sufficient provisions to 
carry us to Johanna, we hoist the topsails, and gladly 
bid adieu to Zanzibar ; for the island, beautilbl in itself, 
is made, by the vices of Arabs, a loathsome den, which 
one is only too glad to leave. 
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The N.K monsoon blowing with great force, soon 
carries ns over the 700 miles ; and an the evening of 
the Sth, we are bowling along, putting on all sail to 
cheat the night The land gradually becomes nearer, 
the sea foaming and bursting nnder our quarter, and we 
are all very joyful at the proepect of dropping anchor 
to-night. The sky becomes very dark, the thunder- 
clouds gather ominously, making the sea look darker 
and whitening the foam; and, just when we have our 
bowsprit end overhanging the very entrance to the 
harbour, all i» shut out &om ns ; the mists assemble ; 
the thunder rolls; the lightning flashes; the rain 
pours down ; navigation is too intricate for us to venture 
ferther. The helm is put " hard a-port," and we are 
etanding out to sea to avoid the shoals, but all on board 
are extremely disappointed. The good little doctor 
who baa so fully hoped and expected to read hie wife's 
letter to-night, must go to bed disconsolate ; and such 
is the frame of mind of us all, that it would be useless 
even to offer us consolation. 

Qih January, — Buffet^ by the waves all nighit we rise 
early, looking for the land, fully expecting not to see it ; 
for when a man-of-war makes the land at night, she rarely 
returns until uoon next day, on account of the over-wise 
precaution of stretching so far away from the land. But 
there it is, a dark, towering mass, half-buried in the 
mOTning mist. Every one says we shall arrive by 7 A.M., 
and they are right, for we do arrive about that time. 
Huge sacks of letters are brought on board by our new 
lieutenant. Eagerly — almost frantically — they are torn 
open, and disgorged of their contents; the sweet epistles, 
clothed in f^cy's garment, red, white, and green, dec, 
tumble out, forming quite a hillock of joy, a Primrose 
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Hill indeed ! Fingers and fs^es are bosy deciphering 
their addresses, and pouncing npoa those we recognise 
as moet familiar, ever; additional one adding a fresh 
thrill of joy. Then, with onr tieaaores, seeking the 
solitude of onr cabins for sweet communion with our 
homes, making ourselTes ones more one <^ the family. 
Ah ; yes t after being so long mthout letters, we do 
indeed prize and appreciate them ! 

For beanty of scenery Johanna is incomparable : from 
the Fomony anchorage it is more charming thim on 
the town aide ; a flat pltun about 800 yards wide covered 
with the greenest vegetation and graceful palms ; then 
a succession of ware-like hill and dale, backed by 
majestic mountains, abruptly rising and towering to the 
clouds, covered with beautiful verdure and flowers, and 
watered by numerous silvery cascades ; and higher we 
find the pretty dewy fern in all its varieties, velvet moss, 
and solitary pine; woody ropes to help the pretty 
creepers to climb to colder heights. The whole island 
seems blessed with a perpetual summer, ever charming 
and beautiful. 

But nature is left uncultivated by the degraded, in- 
dolent beings she has smiled upon and favoured ; she 
luxuriates here in the wildest profusion, "but man re- 
gards her not. He burrows in the primitive, wiudowless, 
rude, palm-leafed shanty of the wild Indian, not dream- 
ing of the beauties that surround him. No, there is 
naught but nature to admire! we turn to her for re- 
freshment and consolation after viewing her degraded 
tenants. 

nth January. — The anchor is weighed, and we record 
another departure, and this time our course is south- 
ward. We long for a colder and more invigorating 
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climate, and a little more civilized life; having seen 
enough of man in his barbarous state. Our orders are 
to proceed to Mozambique, there take in coal ; then to 
the Zambesi river to look after the Livingstoue expedi- 
tion ; then to Delgado od a short cruise, and afterwards 
to Natal and the Cape. So that we bid adieu to clammy 
Mozambique, to davers and slaves, Arabs and Indiana, 
ruined towns, haunts of vice, squalid misery, and relent- 
less cruelty. Adieu] poor slaves, the hour of your 
emancipation may not be yet ; but by the just and wise 
course of nature your very persecutors are building you 
up on their own ruins. Enslaving you they have en- 
slaved and degraded themselves, and their consequent 
vices have, like a huge tumour, exhausted their very 
vitals. 
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KKunbiqnfr— We taU in with tlie Zamberi Expedition— The " Lady 
NfBMB " — Hra. Lirlngitone and her psitr — Haidahips they met with 
— The tvo parties — Leaving fiir QniUimnue in Beaiob of news of Dr. 
Livingstone and Bishop Maokanzie — AniTttl off QnillimaDe — Pie- 
paring and proTiaioning a paddle-box boat for a threo'dajH' croiae — 
The Btart— News of the Doctor having gone to Oongoni — A miieiable 
night in tiie town of Qmllimane — We leave fbi OoDgoni — Airival of 
the " Pioneer," the Doctor's Teasel. 

llih January. — The fresh monsoon has booh carried 
the good ship hither (Mozambique) ; but to avoid the 
further desertion of slaves to us, we anchor in the road- 
stead, which ifl somewhat detrimental to one's comfort, 
the jonmey to and bo devouring at least a precious hour. 

Mozambique appears to have improved a little since 
our last visit ; things seem to be better reflated, and the 
streets are cleaner, Fortngaese soldiers drese smarter, 
the guard before the governor's palace does not indulge 
in cigarettes and snoozes, there being no excuse for such 
onsoldier-like habits, as the guard is regularly relieved. 
Signals are flying from the fort^ workmen improving the 
port and landing-places, tJie arsenal hastening to super- 
sede the antique guns on the noble fortifications, three 
men-of-war — two of them steam gunboats — are at anchor 
in the harbour, moored equi-distantly and creditably. 
AJl this speaks well for the place. 
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21tt Jatmary. — A Bmall brig arrives, and anchora 
close aatern. On boarding her, we are rather taken 
aback to find the most enchanting part of the Zambesi 
expedition stowed away in her email cabin, consisting of 
Mrs. Livingetime (a motiierly-looking lady abont thirty- 
eight or forty), and Miss Mackenzie, sister of the bishop, 
a pleasant, humorous, good-natured elderly Scotch 
lady. They are accompanied by two maid-servaDts, or 
lady's-maids, who are rather fond of dress, but a little 
steadied by being attached to the mission. There is 
also one of that fashionable sect styled high chnrcbmen, 
and a member of the Kirk of Scotland, a manly-looking 
fellow, not thinking too much of himself to take a tarn 
at the wheel, or anything else when necessary, knowing 
something of curing the body as well as the soul, and, 
in fact, one of those rare missionaries who like to see 
if the object likely to be gained is worth the risk of a 
uamber of valuable lives — a most sensible plan of the 
Presbyterian Gbnrch, a good example to our own Mac- 
kenzie Mission, which is not content to push a part of 
their people blindfold and almost purposeless into the 
wilds of South Africa, but adds to their distressing posi- 
tion by allowing a lot of helpless females in their blind 
devotion to accompany them. They have with them 
the pieces of a steamer (120 feet long), in diarge of an 
engineer, who has the responsibility, first, of taking the 
brig and her cargo to Quillimane river (a place reeking 
with fever), crossing its dangerous bar, putting the 
steamer together (a work of three weeks), taking her to 
C!ongoni, steaming up the shallow and comparatively 
unknown river of Zambesi, unshipping her at the Mur- 
chison Falls, carrying the ladies, maid-servants, steamer, 
and gear, weighing 140 tons, through a country full of 
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obetaclee, tribes, jungle, aud brutes of the wilds, aad to 
posh his way to the Lake Nyassa, where, perhaps, he 
may find the mission located. K the engineer carries all 
safely to its destination, and floats the " Lady Nyassa," as 
his piecemeal steamer is called, on the lake, he will 
deserre a monament in the Institute of Civil Engineers ; 
bnt I am afraid the obstacles vill eren orercome his 
energy, and that pieces of the steamer will be left here 
and there — small memorials, monuments of a great but 
vild endeaToQT. 

All these difficulties, though great, men alone might 
be able to orercome, or if they failed they would meet 
death calmly; but when encombered by helpless women, 
the case is very different 

Again, if they do succeed, what may it lead to? great 
scientific results, the emancipation of millions of negroes, 
the development of the vast regions of Africa, its junc- 
tion with the civilized world, to the profit of all men, 
and to the glory of one nation in particular I 

Yes ; I pity the engineer, I pity the ladies. I admire 
tlie former for taking charge of them, I admire the latter 
for their derotioD and fidelity ; but I cannot speak highly 
of those who permit and almost encourage tlie latter to 
sacrifice themselTes; or those husbands or brothers, who, 
either from ignorance or want of proper feeling, allow 
or iuTite them to undertake this death-march. The 
men might, at least, have waited until they themselves 
had overcome the hardships of the journey ; and with 
their experience, and provided with better means, their 
deluded but devoted relatives would have some protec- 
tion for their [a«cious lives. 

The passage so far in this dirty little brig has srane* 
what prepared the ladies for liitare haidships. Her cabin 
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was BomiDally given up to them; salt rations — and 
nothing else had they — they had to take apon deck when . 
weather permitted, and in the close cabin at other time& 
The skipper chopped and serred oat the junk, and as 
mess utensils were scarce, one plate and mug between 
two was luxurious. The cabin, deserted all day, was 
resorted to at night. The ladies stretched their weary 
lengths on the deck — ^their first sleep generally dis- 
turbed by the midnight consultation of captain and 
mate laying off the distance, and arranging die course 
on the thumb-stained chart, the huge legs of the worthy 
skipper frequently spanning the tender forms beneath 
him like the Colossus at Bhodes, but the poor creatures 
even got used to this. I could never find out how they 
managed to accomplish their morning toilet. 

The missionaries grumbled at the hardships th^ had 
to undergo ; one poor fellow, unburdening his heart, 
with a very amiable, smiling &ce, told me that he had 
managed to get through them vert) joUily : — " The hay 
was stowed in the hold, the bite of the steamer on the 
top, and a few planks on that formed our beds ; a leaky 
pump certainly threw a damper on our feelings^ and 
left us ' cold ' legacies, but this was eatUy borne." Tbfr 
smile suddenly relaxed, and gave place to a mdancholy 
expression, no doubt a true indication of his real feel- 
ings on the subject. 

But, as if these discomforts were insufficient, they in- 
creased them by separating into cliques — forming a 
high and low church party ; and these two parties, so 
entirely dependent on the goodwill of each other for 
their only happiness, fighting like cats and dogs I Twice 
I have had demonstrated to me by experience, that the 
smaller the society, the greater bickerings and splits 
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there aro — fitst, at Tristan d'Acimha, containing onlj 
forty-three iahabitante, and almoBt as many divisions ; 
and now b«« on board the brig, amtmgst only five 
misBionaries there are two parties. 

I have known this high dinrch schism to be imparted 
to the Kaffirs, and now perhaps it is to divide the negro 
oonrerta. What a pity it is that parti, simple religion 
should be made such a laughing-stock ofl 

Well, we haye invited the ladies to exchange their 
dirty old brig for the comfortable " Grorgon." The high 
chiirch party came, but the low remained where 
they were, thinking that the discomforts of mingling 
widi the other party greater than those on board the 
brig. 

22f»(2 January. — Before proceeding to the Congoni, 

Captfun W determines to call at Qoillimane, to 

see if there is any news of Dr. Livingstone and Bishop 
Mackenzie's party. Accordingly, once more we leave 
Hozambiqne, brig in tow, and paddle down to Qnil- 
Umane. Sopposing we hear nothing of the expedition 
there, tlie party to disembark, the engineer to pat his 
steamer t<^ether, and then proceed Qp the Congoni and 



I dread even their short Bojonm at QuiUimane, know- 
ing how moch energy, strength, and confidence has been 
overcome by the deadly fever. Seeing and fully com- 
prehending the madness of their joomey, every evening 
we stimulate the musical-box to play that moumfnlly 
happy air, " Home, sweet Home f in hopes of getting 
the ladies to turn back and go with us to the Cape. 
I hope it will have the desired effect, every other kind 
of reasoning and advice has been unheeded, for devotion 
and fidelity has Uinded the £ut ones. 
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The coBst 13 low, the water looking like bad ale, evi- 
dently the effects of a river ; heavy rollers dip our porta 
under water, and therefore have to be dosed. 

25th J(miiary. — About 9 p,m. we anchor off QoiLi- 
mane river. 

28th January. — TTp to this date we have been waiting 
for a calm day to cross the dangerous bar, and also 
preparing and provisioning a paddle-box boat, for a 
three days' cruise. This afternoon, the sea having fallea 
considerably, a party of foar officers, inclading the cap- 
tain, in two boats, make for the mouth of the river. 
They start from the ship with ominous visions of a caj^ 
size on the bar, the grave of many a boat's crew. About 
half an hour after leaving they find themselves in the 
vicinity of the breakers, and are soon overtaken and 
borne on their tops at a furious rate, bnried in foam, 
now dashing down a valley, then uplifted and resting 
on the mere pinnacle of a crested giant wave, striking 
one with awe and wonder. Both boats behaved remark- 
ably well, and it was a grand sight to see them snccee- 
sively on the top of hage rollers, and foam along at 
a rate of fully twelve miles an hoar, occadonaUy 
rushing on one another at mad speed, and when the 
danger of collision and annihilation seemed certain, 
suddenly checked, and no harm done, excepting ship- 
ping abont two gallons of water. All were very glad 
to get into smooth water, and the breeze being fair, 
they reached QniUimane (situated abont twelve miles 
from entrance) abont 5 F.U. 

The town consists of a few straggling houses, mostly 
of stone, and well-roofed with tile after the Fortngnese 
fashion. They are altogether respectable and com- 
fortable, entirely separated &om the native kraals. 
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which of themselrefl are well-oonstnicted, and neatly 
pat together. 

They were met by Mr. Josi (Dr. LivingBtone's agent), 
who apeaka English fluently. He escorted them to the 
Governor, who received them most kindly, entertaining 
them with fruit and wine ; in fact, his hospitality knew 
no bounds. Oar news, though old, was fresh to him, 
and the papers of June were most welcome, he having 
heard nothing of European affairs for a very long time. 
Heard that " Pioneer " had grounded in the Shire, but 
that Dr. Livingstone had floated her again, and was on 

his way to Congoni. A CJolonel had just returned 

from the Shir^, and had left the Doctor only a few days 
previously. 

Our party bade the Governor good-night, and re- 
turned to their boats, where they paffied a very miser- 
able night, in conseqnence of drenching showers of rain, 
and very little sleeping-room. Early in the^ morning 
breakfasted in the boats, and, per invitation, took another 
with the Governor — a right sumptuous one, the most 
remarkable features of which were the very fine fruit, 
and the white wholesome bread made from native com. 
The feast was &r out of proportion to those engaged in 
it, and the Gk)Temor with much delicacy begged they 
would allow him to send the remaius down to the boats, 
as they would very likely want more before getting 
back to the ship. The offer was thankfully accepted, 
and on reaching the boats the party found a small 
army of slaves loaded with all sorts of good things, 
in such quantiUes that it was difficult to make room for 
them ; nor did the kind old gentleman foi^t to add a 
supply of wines, in which he was subsequently pledged. 

After many attempts to get away they sncoeeded, but 
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too late to get down the mer that evening, the tide being 
too strong, therefore went orer to the other shore, and 
whiled away time in popping at hippopotami. The 
huge brutes would come snorting above water, and 
gambol about with mnch agility. After being fired at 
they would ^ring nearly out of the water and dire, 
coming up now and thai uid giving tremeodona snorti^ 
their heads jost oat of the water. Ab soon as the tide 
tamed, the boats dropped down to the month of the 
river, and at daylight cnMsed the bar with the quarter 
ebb, without any diffictdty, the water being perfectly 
smooth. * 

21d Januaty. — Arrive off the month of Congoni (or, 
at least, about seven miles from it ; merely a mistake 
<^ the onrrent), and there find a little long paddle-wheel 
steamer painted white, with red cross on her paddle- 
boies, which answers to descriptitm of the " Pumeer," 

Dr. Livingstone's vessel Captain W tries to pass 

Hie bar, mistakes the passage, and gets capeised, bat 
finally succeeds in boarding her. 

In the meantime the ship lies at anchor about eix 
miles from the shore, opposite East Luabo. At night 
both ladies sit in the gangway anxiously awaiting the 
return of the gig for information concerning their Wed 
ones Qp country. 

lit Febnum/. — ^Early this morning the "Koneer" 
crosses the bar, and by 8 A:M. is alongside ns. The 
great African traveller is on her paddle-box, dressed as 
usual in the consul's faded gear. He lifts his silver- 
laced cap to the ladies, and having passed us makes for 
something more interesting — tilie ladies in the brig 



Our gig arrives alongside and satisfies tu on two 
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points : firstly, that a long sharp-bowed craft of her size 
is unfit for a heavy siirf, and secondly, it is highly 
daogerous to cross under sail. She bringB a fat young 
oryx, which was bowled over by a rifle ball on the first 
island on the left bank of the East Luabo branch of the 
Zambesi. 

Anything in the shape of change or excitement is 
welcome. Meeting the "Pioneer" and her pioneers is 
a great pleasure. Shortly the whole staff of the expe- 
dition, inclndiug Drs. Livingstone, Kirke, Meller, and 
Mr. Charles Livingstone ; and, in speaking of the expe- 
dition, we mnst not forget Ma..Bobert, as T&ts. Living- 
stoae ia called, for she has aided it, though indirectly, 
in taking care of her husband — all these came on 
board and took breakfiist with oe. 

I am Dot yet out of my cabin when a hasty rap- 
tap-tap is made at my door, and the voice of onr 
jolly little second lieutenant demands admittance, and 
says that oar captain has determined to conduct an 
eq)editi(m of fifty armed " Go^oa's " up the Zambesi,* 
and a long distance in the interior, to the assistance . 
of the O.C.D. Mission, who, having foolishly and con- 
ceitedly overturned the "hives" of natives arauud 
them, by endeavooring to stop slavery by coercion, 
have been driven within their settlement, and there 
stockaded themselves. Dr. Livingstone thinks the nar- 
tives have attacked them, having heard the booming 
of great guns in the direction of the lake, near which 
the mission is. So, no doubt, the missionaries have been 



* In 11B8, Thoo de Okinft toDohed at the Zambesi, wbiob he called 
" Qood Slgna." He Grand it tlie ohaimel of oooBiderable tnule ; on its 
bMika he w« many perwuu dnraed in silk and tdue ootton Tsatmente. 
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stopping the caravans ; and when we think that these 
are sometimee accompanied by one hundred fierce, armed 
Arabs, &;c, we cease to wonder at their being besieged. 
Onr only surprise is that they hare not been massacred 
ere this. In conseqnence of these reports the ladies are 
very anxious concerning the fate of tiieir relatiTes. 

The intentions of the captain in this expedition are, 
to assist Dr. Livingstone to transport the sections of 
the steamer " Lady Nyassa " to the Lake, to cut across 
country to the mission station ta release the " chorch 
militant " from " durance vile," and to accompany the 
ladies in their perilous journey thither. 

The thoughts of an adventurous campaign joys us 
excessively. I endeavour to discredit the news, bat it 
is no good ; every one thinks the captain will not alter 
his mind, and I therefore indulge my own wishes. I 
go as aide-deKtamp, and at 4 p.m. we are all bostled 
into the boats. The ladies are hurried to the brig, and 
we cross the bar in the " Pioneer," brig in tow. 

Of course all the members of the expedition accom- 
pany ns. Our joy would be complete were it not for 
our inabihty to supply the " Piwieer " with provisicm^ 
for they came down almost purposely for this. Bnt it 
cannot be helped ; we have only just su£Scient to carry 
OS to Natal. They will, therefore, have to rely on 
the sterile generosity of the natives and their land 
for help, and to prosecute their discoveries on short 
rations. 

As it is too late to cross the bar this evening we 
sleep on board the " Pioneer," in readiness for an early 
attempt. 

2nd F^tntary, Sunday. — At daylight we are all astir, 
the nsnol coofWon preparatory to towing. Soon the 
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brig is fiut astern, and at 5 a.h. we are moTiDg towards 
the bar. 

Oar two paddle-box boats are towing astern of the 
brig, and all the way in, swamping and swerving bom 
one side to the other, having too sbor^ a length of 
cable. 

Tbe bar is not at aU rongb, and we glide over bean- 
tifdlly, anchoring one hundred yards up the river in 
aboat three fathoms. Tbe least depth found on the 
bar was two and a half fathoms. We anchor here to 
transfer the stores in brig to " Pioneer," and when this 
is done proceed on oar way rejoicing. The remaind^ 
of the day is spent unloading brig. 

At one of these Portuguese stations, the ofBcer in 
command, an ensign in the Portuguese army, is, if 
report does him justice, great in everything but good- 
ness, and is fast going to the dogs. Report also says 
he is accustomed to whip his slaves, about half-a-dozen 
in number, with the utmost severity. This estimable 
gentleman has been on the coast upw^s of twenty 
years. He receives a nominal pay of £60 per annum, 
bnt arrears leaves it equal to about £20; it is not, 
therefore, difBcult to imagine the methods by which 
the deficiency is made up. He speaks English well, 
having been bom in Plymouth. 

The Portugnese Government seems very jealous of us, 
following our pioneers aU over South Africa, hoist- 
ing its degrading flag on any newly-discovered spot. 
Its presence en our track is like a blight in a field of 
wheat ; yet one cannot help admiring its perseverance 
in keeping to the old lauds. 

Tbe entrance of this river is similar to others on the 
coast. A large delta divided into many parts, consti- 
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tuting many braDclies, so mucli alike that one is poEzled 
to know which one to take. The banks are fringed 
with endless Yarieties of mangroTe trees ; and there is a 
continual sameness in the thick bush and trees, and 
dense foliage^ The current runs at the rate of three 
knots, carrying down patches of duck-weed. 

Our days pass strangely enough. At 5 A.U. all are 
np and working. Ma. Bobert and the doctor turn out 
in easy dStJuAiUi, setting an example eagerly followed 
by ns. After the morning salutations we take coffee ; 
then backets, basins, and washing utensils are sought 
for and made use of — some going into the paddle* 
wheels for a dip. This reminds me of a yam told on 
board the "Pioneer." While Bishop Mackenzie was 
taking 8 passage, one Sunday morning the worthy prelate 
got into the wheels for & hath, putting cassock, &o. on 
the upper floats. By-and-by the force of current made 
the wheels reTolve, and the right reverend gentleman 
was seen hanging on to the floats like a squirrel. After 
great exertion he gained a footing and rushed on deck, 
quite forgetting nakedness, shouting out, as his cassock, 
&0., floated astern, " Save my cassock ! nerer mind the 
trousers. Save my cassock I" to the amusement of a 
party of blue-jackets, who, of course, were delighted 
with the bishop's flz, 

Srd FiArvary. — The ladies are nearly buried in pack- 
ages, parcels, &c. ; and he certainly must be Toid of all 
fine feeling who can allow those delicate, hard working 
creatures to slave as they do. Lackily nearly all oar 
fellows are cootinnally around them, cheering and doing 
all we can to assist Uiem ; sometimes taking them, on 
ahore, putting them through a picnic, taking a qoiet 
tea with them on board, and otherwise cheering and 
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helping them over the thoaaaod and one difficulties that 
attend them at eTery Btep. The poor creatures have 
ondergone many vicisBitudee and diecomfortB ; not the 
least of them being the salt proTisiona all the long 
voyage. Whenever my thoughts are arrested by these 
poor helpless creatures, I cannot help thinking how 
cmd it was on the part of their friends to allow them 
to oome oot here so nnfffotected. 
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CHAPTEB Xn. 

The little "Pioneet" and her cargo — Landiog between Congoni imd 
Ea«t La»bo on a abonting excuraioD— Amonget tbe Antelopes, Water- 
backs, sod O17Z— A Bucoeasfnl Bhat— Fever amcDgBt na — Amatem 
oooka — Hietaken expenditnre of the Hlenoa — We too ebort of pR>- 
Tuione, but Tepleniah by hnuling— The troableaoiiie Mcaqniloea — A 
well-timed di<co?et7. 

ifh F^ruary. — Day by day the mountain of iron- 
work gets highei and higlier on the decks of the Uttle 
" Pioneer." CoaU are being got in, consequently every- 
thing is impregnated with th© dnst, and every piece of 
available space is being fast filled up, which together 
with oar large party no way tends to increase oor 
comfort ; in fact we have given up the idea long ago as 
highly preposterous. 

The Livingstone expedition is composed of really good 
fellows, who seem anxious to make everybody comfort- 
able. The doctor himself is very condescending and 
good-natured, and alwnys ready to spin a yam about 
cruises in South Africa. We wind up tbe day's work 
with the usual evening grog; and, finding a soft 
plank, lie down for tbe night. Unluckily mosquitoes 
abound with a N.E. wind, and being particularly fond 
of me, are always acknowledging their affection. 

Becoming short of ratiouB a party of us are sent 
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" a-huBting." Landing on one of tbe green banks of the 
river between Congoni and East Luabo we make the 
boat fast, and each take a blue-jacket to assist in 
tracking and stalking. The ground is one vast savannah, 
covered with long rich grass, occasionally dotted with 
trees, resembling an English park. Armed with Enfield 
rifles we expect some success, especially as we learn 
that there are plenty of bufi^loes and water-bucks. 

Suddenly out sprang a beautiful young antelope; 
the first I bad seen in its wild state. I stopped to 
admire the graceful animal, and only thought of firing 
when too late, for soon it bad quickly bounded out of 
sight. 

We came npon another vast level expanse of savannah 
land, and my man took it into his head to have a little 
independent shooting. 

Being left alone I rested on my gun, and looked 
round, convincing myself that I was in the land of 
Gordon Gumming, and, rather proudly, considering 
myself a humble follower of that mighty hunter. I 
only nanted the growl of a lion or tiger to test my 
capabilitiea, and above ail a tree/or retreat, to make the 
thing complete ! 

Presently a huge water-buck sprang out of the grass 
nuder my very nose, and stopped my reveries. Again 
I was stupidly entranced at the sight of the beantiful 
creature with its long flowing mane and wide-spreading 
antlers, and fired a little too late ; but I heard my ball 
" thad " into him somewhere, as he bounded off; the 
noble beast suddenly struck oETat right angles, then all 
at once turned and faceil me with its large black eyes. 
I reloaded, and had only just capped when he was off, 
ojid soon lost to view. 
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For the next two hours I was walking, stalking, and 
shooting at water-hack and oryx up to my knees in 
wat«r, scorched by a hnming sen and highly excited. 
Several times I stood behind a bush to leeward, and 
waited the arrival of a herd of noble brutes, and when 
within shot singled out a fine specimen and fired, but 
was much surprised to find that my Enfield bullet 
had little effect on them, unless striking a vital spot; 
twice I sent the lead through their bodies, which 
appeared only to increase their speed. 

At about 1 F.H. the hunters met, and with the aid of 
tremendous appetites discussed a lunch and the fore- 
iiooti's sport. No one had killed anything, but several 
animals had been badly wounded. We all came to the 
conclusion that the vital spot had been missed, and 
determined to aim for the future either at the brain or 
behind Uie shoulder. 

The more experienced hunters on board the "Pioneer" 
laughed at our chagrin, and related several cases in 
which beasts were seen to make away with many 
bullets, and even their bowels dragging after them, one 
with a hind and fore-leg shattered; of course these died 
shortly afterwards, but they could not be found. 

After a siesta we sallied forth again in the nftemoon, 
tliis time with more success. S soon bowled over 

a la^e water-buck, weighing about SOOlbs., a very fine 
animal; it was shot through the fore-shoulder, the 
bullet passing clean out at the other side near the off- 
hind quarter. After receiving the shot it bounded 
forward about fifty yards, a fountain of blood spurted 
oat and it fell quite dead. Coming up shortly after- 
wards I bad the most unpleasant task of butcher to 
perform. I dressed the beast, covering myself with 
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blood from head to foot, and TOtiDg it a disgusting 
operation ; moreorer the mosqnitoes taking advantage 
of the blood, settled od my arms, and punished me most 
severely. 

Taking off our belts we made them fa«t to the carcase, 
and making poles of oar rifles pulled away in harness 
throngh the long grass ; but it was a tiresome job, and 
we were glad to hand the whole affair over to a party 
of blue-jachet^ who now joined us. "While embark- 
ing the back its mate approached, and would not be 
frightened now by our presence, but walked boldly into 
the centre of the plain, and with head erect she looked 
at us regardless of all danger, nor would she make off 
until I got within a few yards. 

In the evening we returned to the ship, S ■■-— in 
ecstacies at his success, and I rather in the dumps, not 
only from ill-luck, bat being half eaten by mosqaitoes, 
face and limba swollen n\y to a jelly ; a bathe in the sea, 
however, soon made all right. After a good dinner we 
all pronoanced oar first hunting expedition a success. 

5iA FAntary. — By our excursion yesterday we have 
given tlie men fresh provisions for two days, which is 
highly acceptable and refreshing. 

' Another change of a less pleasant hind comes over 
us shortly after this Zambesi trip. We see every one 
around as in the " Pioneer " fever-stricken, although we 
had seen them daily taking their quinine balls as a pre- 
ventative ; we feel sure of being victims ourselves sooner 
or later. 

We have got out of the brig nearly all the small 
stores ; the stem frame of the " Lady Nyaeaa " ia on Ute 
deck of the "Pioneer" turned up, forming a kind of 
iron house ; and now we are working to get the other 
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compartments ont, which operation reminds one o£ 
lifting a steamer's boilers. Oar men are working all 
day long in the broiling sun, yet seem to preserve 
tolerable health. 

8 and I are busily employed collecting culinary 

gear for a gipsy encampment on shore. We pat the 
ladies into a boat and I and them ; then with tbeir asBist- 
ance make preparations for dinner. 

S , clad in a fez with a white "kerchief ronnd it, 

and in shirt sleeves, is constituted head cook. I am 
flattered by being dubbed his steward ; one of the ladies 

is cook's mate, " Sally," S 'b duties are to chop up 

Tenison, onions, and prepare a curry ; mine, to saper- 
intend lighting fires and boiling rice. The cook's mate 
is armed with a spoon, and constitutes herself taster- 
general. Another lady is numbering and mustering 

the mission^ear landed, while the Ber. Mr. H 

lies npon his back as if the lady in qnestion was better 
able to undergo fatigue than himself. Our services 
ue declined as being more useful in the culinary de- 
partment Nothing can be done but place a white 
umbrella over her head, and leave her to pack away. 

In the meantime two KafBr boys have lighted the fire, 
the rice has been washed and placed thereon, the meat 
simmering, crackling, and diffusing a delicioos odour. 
The remainder of the party are under a tent drinking 
weak claret and water; the ladies occasionally visiting 
the pots and commending the cooks. At last the 
onions are nicely browned, venison, ditto, then in goes 
the curry and salt, and, shortly, a little water and cocoa- 
nut milk, a little more frying, a great deal of tasting, 
and, finally, all is dished up and distributed by the cook 
and steward to the half-&mi8hed creatures within the 
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tent, who after devouriug one lot clamour for a second, 
which is fumiehed forthwith. Beer, claret, &e,, do 
their respective duties, and picnic biscuits flanked by 
figs wind up the feast. Tlien a chat and siesta, aad 
a^erwards a stroll, and finally leaving the ladies, the 
men saanter away for a bathe, returning in the cool of 
tlie evening. 

Our fires were about two yards apart, and during our 
cooking operations the ladies insisted on taking their 
places near them to supervise us. In my zeal to seat 
one of them, I brought a emaU keg, and placed her 
ladyship thereon, midway between the fires. After 
sitting on it tea minntes, some one said, " Why, miss, 
I declare you are sitting on twenty-five pounds of 
ganpowderT' 8he turned quite pale, and some one 
snatched it from under her. Ever afterwards she was 
somewhat suspicious of my seats. 

6ffi F^miary. — Still unloading brig ; the " Pioneer " 
is now drawing 5 ft. 6 in., and not half the gear is on 
board, but Dr. Livingstone expects to obtain six feet 
water up the river ; most of his fellow-explorers opine 
that their vessel \nU never get up with so much on 
board, and that she is sure to take the sand-banks many 
times. The least sanguine even think she will capsize 
the iirst time she touches the ground. 

The ladies are busy making mosquito curtains for us, 
and superintending the stowage of the gear on shore. 
It is found that the " Pioneer " will have to make three 
trips with the " Lady Nyassa," having taken on board a 
quantity of mission^ear. One of t^e explorers remains 
behind tented on the point, in charge of the remainder of 
the mission-gear ; his billet is not an enviable one, for 
he will have to bear ap against lain, mosquitoes, and no 
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companions, perhaps, for many months. Luckily he 
has DO idea of the hardships in store, or he would not 
take it so philosophically. 

It is impossible to look on the mass of goods strewn 
on the shore, belonging; to tbeO.CD. Mission, which we 
are obliged to leave behind, and the quantity which has 
to be disposed of at considerable loss, without wondering 
at the shortflightedness of the people who have had the 
direction of their aSaiis. Nearly every conceivable kind 
of goods, wearmg apparel, household furniture, provi- 
sions, agricultural instrnments, cooking utensils, nick- 
nacks of every kind, including necessariea and luxuries 
lavishly furnished by the mission, are to be seen half- 
buried in sand, lying about in every direction, exposed 
to chance and weather ; indeed, like goods without an 
owner. 

I never saw people bo superfluously provided. They 
are goi^ed with luxuries " regardless of expense ;" and 
it ia distressing to know that all, or, at any rat^, the 
major part of the general goods most be lost, or, at 
least, suffer deterioration from the want of the means of 
conveyance, merely in consequence of not having a 
basiness-like man as manager at the outset. There 
seems to have been an utter want of geographical 
knowledge. The goods were to be conveyed up the 
Zambed to the mission station ; but some one appears 
to have bundled them on board a brig with orders to 
carry them to " Africa" 

8 , encouraged by his last success, makes another 

excursion to Deer Island, and returns towards dark 
rather disgusted, scorched, tired, and disappointed. 
There being no wind the whole day, even his caatioas 
stalking was heard. Moreover, two Johanna men ae- 
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companied him whose fooUehness and thick-headednesa 

nearly tempted the enraged & to mistake them for 

water-bucks. It mast have been very annoying to see 
them frightening the game that he had taken boors to 
stalk. Ab asnal, numbers were wounded, but through 
the want of dogs, they not only were lost to us, but must 
neoessarily have ended theii lirea slowly and miserably. 

8 declared that he smelt carrion very strongly, no 

doubt the efTects of our partial success the first day. 

On turning over some sand along the banks of the 
river, I found it charged with mica, and was told that 
at Senna gold-washing was carried on by the natives, 
from which they manufacture gold chains. Very little 
gold has been found of late year^ even up country, as 
the natives never bore, and only dig chin deep ; a few 
nuggets have been found lately, which indicates that 
tile laud of "Ophir" is still rich. 

The people on board begin to cry out for proTisions, 
chiefly bread. By the time we descend the river, they 
certainly will be hard up, and I do not know what the 
captain intends doing. We on board the "Pioneer" 
have been kept going by the results of the chase prin- 
cipally, end are all anxious to start ; for, en route, we 
expeot to live upon the country, and so save the ship's 
provisions, which are getting so scarce. 

Everything on board the " Pioneer " is in the height 
of confusion, we are in shirt sleeves all day, and &om 
want of sleep feel grubby and seedy. The commence- 
ment of the voyage is far from satisfactory, some of onr 
party already begin to think seriously of asking permis- 
sion to return to the ship ; hut it had now become a 
matter of duty to stay : perhaps affairs will shake down, 
and be more comfortable when we start. 
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We once more take the boat up the rivet in quest of 
bucks to replenish the commissariat. Going up we met 
several hippopotami frisking about like porpoises, leap- 
ing out of the water, and raisitig huge waves. They are 
very cautious monsters, generally only showing their 
huge, loQg, ugly noses above the water, disappearing on 
the slightest noise. The LivingstoDe people have had 
little luck in shooting them ; one, after receiving two 
bullets turned up next day. The only sure place to 
strike them is iu the eye, which is, of course, very diffi- 
cult. Their hides, cut into strips and dried, make fine 
riding-whips ; besides the hide when boiled down yields 
very good glue. 

We saw flocks of wild geese and ducks on the beach, 
the former like the red-legged partridge, take to the tree. 
We had scarcely debouched into the park-like plain 
(our usual shooting-ground), when a nimble oryx leapt 

up ; S let fly and broke its leg, leaving me to 

fijlow. I was unsuccessful, the pcnr brute having made 
off on three legs, occasionally appearing in the distance 
as it shot past the shrubs. In the plain we separated 

by the directions of our leader. S • took his place 

behind some trees ; I becoming impatient of this slow 
work, went off determining to trust to my own skill, and 
had scarcely advanced 100 yards when a herd of six 
oryx came down with the wind. Lying down in the 
long grass, I breathlessly awaited their nearer approach, 
and selecting the leader, a very fine graceful animal 
with a pair of perfect antlers, pulled the trigger ; the 
poor creature gave one bound and dropped. Finding 
' the poor animal still struggling I shot turn through the 
brain, and then left it to the Johanna men to flnish, for 
I had had quite enough of butchering. The animal 
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Teighed about sixty pounds. The marine that accom- 
panied us saw a small oryx bounding along the beach, 
and shot it through the side at fifty yards, which only 
tended to hasten its speed; but a subsequent shot went 
through its heart. 

. The sun was hot and mosquitoes voracions, but 
we enjoyed the day mightily, at least I did, being sue- 
cessFul ; retiuning to the boat at 1 1 A.H., taking coffee 
(brewed with brackish water, but not bad), and the heart 
of the oryx, which being grilled in " sardiue oil," for 
want of something better, was rendered impalatable. 
NeverlJieleae, sardines, coffee, biscuit and claret made a 
nice tiffin; and having enjoyed the mid-day siesta, 
started again in the afternoon to renew the chase. 

This time the game was very abundant, but so wary 
that constant stalking soon tired us; we were in good 
positions in single file down the valley. Being the last 
of this file, I dropped in the rear of a magnificent water- 
buck and wounded it ; three more shots were fired into 
it^ shattering its hind leg, yet it made ofT. Later in tlie 
afternoon the marine came across it and gave chase, 
keeping within twenty yards of it ; at one time trying 
to catch hold of its short tail, he was capsized and lost 
his ammunition (which rolled out of his unbuttoned 
pooch) and eventually the beast It was lucky for him 
the enraged animal did not give him its antlers. S' 
put a Jacob's shell into a buck's side, and witnessed a 
most distressing but ladicrous sight; the shell burst 
inside the animal, and as it galloped away panting, the 
smoke from the wound paffed out just like the steam 
from a locomotive. Nevertheless, with this damage to 
its interior, it got off. 

Just before sunset we made for the boat, somewhat 
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tired with nine honre' stalking under a tropicsl sun. 
Walking Bteadily down, I saw Bometbing moving on 
the beach, for all the world like an alligator or hippo- 
, potamue; it was a large black mass occaBionalljr moviiig 
to and fro ; twice I hesitated to fire, being unable to 
make anything of the mass, but still it gradually moved ; 
80 creeping behind a bush, and taking deliberate aim, 
was just about pulling trigger, when a hand was uplifted, 
and at last I saw the figure of one of our Johanna men, 
who began shouting lustily for his life, I dropped the 
muzzle of my Enfield, and found the black mana to cod- 
sist of four Johanna men who bad strolled from the 
boat, and, not seeing me approach as I had crept so 
stealthily, they had not the slightest idea of the danger ; 
and had it not been for one of them casually turning 
round, I should doubtless have fired. 

8th F^truary. — This is supposed to be the last day 
here ; it is impossible to say how glad sU will be on 
starting. I long to hear the thump of the paddles, but 
there is still a great deal to be done ; all the machinery 
of the steamer is to be landed and stowed. Our whale- 
boat communicatee almost daily, and, to the wonder of 
every one, not a single accident has happened to her on 
crossing the bar; although, from the roughness of the sea, 
our second master has been obliged to tetum to us twice 
in consequence of the breakers spreading right across. 

To-day S and I land ; pay H a visit, find 

him nnder tent, surrounded by creature comforts ; not 
tiio least ot them a cask of Gape Fontac and English 

beer. H shows ns some proof-sheets of a work 

written by Bishop Colenso, calling in question certain 
parts of the Old Testament, and which, it is thought, 
will create a greater stir than " Essays and Reviews.'* 
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B~ — , only too glad to get rid of aome of the Old 
TeBtament,agreeawith the sheets, but I cannot; although 
I hare my doubts on many parts of the Books of Moses, 
yet I will not allow the foundation of iny faith to be 
shaken by eTery wind, not even by the breath of ao 
clever a man as the author of this wor^. To ezeroise 
OUT reason on these points would be to disbelieve all 
that we do not nnderstand, which would lead us into 
the errors of the great philosophers of France in the 
eighteenth century, and so desecrate our religion. 

It is strange how hungry this hot weather makes me ; 
I always imagined the contrary, and that cold weather 
only produced that eflfect. On second thought, I do not 
tliink it is the weather so much as the occupatioD, for 
in the West Indies, where the climate is as Iiot, I had no 
such appetite; here we have a continual craving for 
animal food and drink ; even now we have this feeling, 

so once more S and I take our place as cooks, and, 

with the great assistance of an American stove, concoct 
an excellent curry, whicJi, with the assistance of English 
potatoes, beer and Fontac, makes a good dinner, and 
we wind up with guavas mashed with sugar and soused 
with Poiitac — a very good substitute for strawberries 
and cream. 

We are obliged to place a sentry over the goods on 
shore as a safeguard gainst Portuguese dishonesty; 
during our first picnic, a bottle of port disappeared 
very mysteriously ; since then other articles of greater 
value appear to have gone the same way. The com- 
maadanis is very wrath at this insult, as he calls it, 
but has himself provoked our captain by selling our men 
bad liquor, making them drunk and necessitating severe 
punishment. 
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CHAPTER Xm. 

We riwt— ABcent of the BiTer— Its Bnnka and Varied Bconeiy — Tbe 
" Pioneer '' agronnd — Bartering wiUl the Natives— A DeBcriptioii of 
them— Query, shall we ever get tho "Pioneer" afloat again?— The 
Negro and the White ladiee— Poor old " Log " and his HiifortoDe 
— The "Pioneer" again in bonble — A Hunting ExcoTBion in the 

9(h F^irwmf, Sunday. — "The better the day, the 
better the deed," is an old saying ; but, like many such, 
is liable to false conBtruction ; for instance, every one 
eases his conscience in this way to-day on our getting 
under way. I think the reading should be, " The better 
the day, the better ahoiJd he the deed." 

Everything betokens a start ; two of the mules and 
" Alice," the donkey, are brought on board, the last things 
have been taken from the brig, the ladies are transferred 
to the " Pioneer " and located in their iron house ; final 
orders are issued by the commanding ofiGcer, hawsers 
are let go, cables weighed, but with great delay and 
difficulty, and at last, freed from the embrace of the 
brig, our little ship sta^;ers along full speed under her 
weighty and awkward burden of iron work, &c., the 
slightest roll impressing every one with the idea that 
one briny wave more would capsize her. Just before 
we started two handsome saloon-chairs for the " Lady 
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Nyaasa " were nnpacked and brooght on board ; however 
luxurious and handsome, they struck me as being very 
onfltted for the lake steamer. They would be admirably 
adapted to the Cunard line of passenger steamers. I 
believe all the finery of the " Lady of the Lake " is just 
as costly. These things will be lost on the negro mind, 
and it is a pity the money wasted on them was not ex- 
pended more immediately for their good, on things more 
essential. 

We are now fairly off, taking the extreme left hand 
branch of the river ; both shores are very low, and con- 
sist of dimy mud densely covered with mangroves and 
other common tropical trees. The water is of a dirty 
beet colour ; the river winds yerj considerably to the 
northward. We occasiiHially pass vast flat clear sa- 
vannahs covered with long grass, having a park-like 
appearance, sometimes Mnged with trees. The scenery 
frequently disappoints us ; it is at times beautiful to 
behold, looking like some delightful country made for 
some favoured race, and only waiting to be occupied ; 
but in a moment all is changed ; our beautiful picture 
is superseded by toll rank grass, dense varieties of man- 
groves line the low slimy banks, forming an impenetrable 
barrier. Everything looks unhealthy, and only the fit 
abode for hippopotami and alligators. 

Occasionally we pass native huts, some supported by 
long poles, evidently for protection against inunrlatioD ; 
then small shanties thatched with the palmyra leaf, 
others again are like look-out stations, consisting merely 
of four poles, a roof, and an upper storey ; but these 
huts in general are better built than those at Johanna. 
Frequently we see a gathering of naked negroes on 
the banks, lolling listlessly in canoes on the beach, or 
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assembled before their hats, shoutiDgaDd grioning as we 
pass. In one of these assemblies I observed a little girl 
of yellowish hue, evidently partially Portuguese ; now 
and then a canoe sweeps by with the current. 

As far as we have gone, the river averages about half 
a mile in breadth ; butveryol^n diminishes to a narrow 
channel of fifty feet nide, the water shallow and deep in 
extremely short distances, varying from six feet to 
almost as many fathoms. 

Abont 4 o'clock P.U., bnmp — bnmp, then a dead stop. 

Captain W ' scrambles upon deck, and, as we are 

at dinner, every one drops knives and forks to divine 
the cause. There cannot be any mistake abont it, we 
are on shore ; the vessel draws five feet six inches, and 
we have a little less than five feet under the bow, with 
five fathoms under the stem, so that it is not very 
serious. The old stagers take it quite as a matter of 
coune, and talk about being used to laying out hedges, 
straining capstans, hawsers, and fonr-fold purchase- 
blocks. " If we get off in a few hours it will be quick 
work," and so fortii. 

Dr. Livingstone is the only one of the expedition who 
has sanguine expectations of getting to the " Murcbison 
Falls," all the others (good authorities) think there 
will not be sufficient water ; and if we do ground badly 
what will become of the " Lady of the Lake," of the 
live ladies, and aU ihetr haggage — ^is dreadful to coo- 
template. 

It is a beautiftil moonlight night, but Dr. Livingstone 
never goes ahead at night, however light; so the anchor 
is dropped near to the right bank, ten miles from our 
starting point. As forewarned, the mosquitoes take us by 
storm, flying and buzzing around us in tht most disagree- 
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able manoer ; and the cry is now, " ! for a mosqoito 
curtain I" These necessary articles are sought for and 
smpended, some in the saloon, others on deck ; the 
former place is very hot, and filled with sly mosquitoes, 
who lie in ambush for their victims ; but the deck is 
cool and less tenanted by our enemies, but exposed to 
heavy dew, and oSers but hard planks. Nevertheless 
the latter is preferred by the younger bauds, the former 
by the more elderly, the more experienced, and the 
fever-stricken. 

Several of our men have been prostrated by inter- 
mittent fever (symptoms, headache, shakes, and vomit- 
ing), but have generally shaken it off in a few hours. 

Being a great marlyr to mosquitoes I seek my cur- 
tain, and there being a bunk still unoccupied, take 
possession ; pay particular attention to the sewing up of 
all holes and crevices, and then creep under; but it 
will scarcely be credited, that one unmerciful, hungry, 
blood-sucking, tiny rascal, concealed in one corner of 
the curtain, utterly deprived me of sleep or rest, and 
finally left me in the cool of the morning as if I had 
just returned from the P. R. dreadfully punished. To- 
wards morning the wind blows cold, and one is glad of 
a blanket. 

10^ Februart/. — Again underweigh at 6 A.H., paddling 
along at the rate of four knots against a two-knot 
carrent. I found the ladies had slept in their novel 
iron cabin very well, thanks to good curtains. 

After the usual morning salutations our toilets are 
made, and although oneztensive, not without difGcnlty ; 
for beiug minus servants we do all the work ourselves, 
unless some good-natured blue-jacket (a rani avis) so far 
opens his heart as to condescend to assist bis officers. 



3 by Google 



192 A CRUISE IN TEE "OOSOON.' 

On these cruises Jack becomes pointedly and nilgarly 
independent, and generally considers it a great bard- 
sliip to do anything for bia officers. Our chief trust 
is in the marines, who seem to experience great diffi- 
' colty in shaking ofiF a wholesome respect for us, and so 
will always assist ns. 

We miss the luxury of a bath, which we got at the 
mouth of the riTor, We have an objection to bathing 
with numerous and hungry alligators. 

Yesterday a canoe came alongside with a Tory fine 
leopard's skin, which we bought for a common sailor's 
knife. 

The features of the land are just the same as yester- 
day. About noon we stop opposite to a few huts to 
repair the engines, and having an hour at disposal, 
land to procure stock. 

On doing so we found about half-a-dozen natives (not 
negroes) quite naked, having better features than the 
true negro, thinner lips and longer hair. They saluted 
by clapping hands, which of course we returned. In 
our peregrination H we found several large lime and 
orange trees crowded with firuit, from which we filled 
our haversacks ; the natives brought only one fowl and 
some guavas, bananas, and a kind of green ten, obtain- 
ing in exchange about two yards of common American 
cotton stuff. 

One of our boats pulled higher up, in hopes of ob- 
taining more stock, but returned even less successful 
than ourselves, getting only a few melons. The expedi- 
tion relied on obtaining abundance of vegetables and 
fruit here, but failed in consequence of the country 
having been lately flooded. 

About 11 A.M. proceeded, and at 3 p.m. two canoea 
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came alongside with a small supply of ooioDS and 
melons, for wbich we gave about two yards of clonty 
(American cotton). The natives in tbe canoe wore their 
hair long, the outer part plaited fantastically, and 
smeared with grease and other dirtiness; the inner 
part appeared untouched. Their bodies were not bo 
mnscular as those of the true n^ro, but they were 
better formed. I believe they poeaess very little 
strength, for they lire almost entirely on vegetables. 

We once more take the ground in five feet under 
bow, four feet abeam and four feet and a half astern ; 
boats come around ; this time we appear lodged for the 
night, and so we were. 

lltk fefcrwary. — Until a late hour last night all 
hands were employed laying out and heaving in anchors 
to get tbe ship off the hank ; but with little success, as 
the water continued falling. About 9 F.M. found only 
two feet and a half under stem ; the vessel lay on her 
port side, seemingly in a helpless plight, and rather a 
peculiar eight, being so piled up with iron sections. 
Prophets began to look knowing and black, prognostic 
eating further evfl, and making our chance of reaching 
the Falls small indeed. From the present position we 
were distant from the mouth about ^irty-five miles. 

A canoe with fine strapping natives came alongside 
vrith three buckets of onions and a few pumpkins ; for 
which we gave about two yards of clonty, Mr. Charles 
Livingstone doing the bartering. These natives are 
very fine-looking fellows, of no particular tribe, but 
called slaves ; one of them had his hair plaited, and 
had a great broad laughing face and high cheek-bones, 
all naked, save the merest apology for clothing. They 
came on board, climbed over the iron work, and 
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looked with wonder at each hnge sectioa. We told 
them that the funnel w&s a large gun, at which they 
vtsK awe-atricken ; but what struck them most forcibly 
was the white ladies, at whom they never ceased staring 
being the first they had seen. The chief, an intelligeut 
looking fellow, was asked what he thought of them. 
After eyeing them with profound respect, said, "beau- 
tiful, Tery heautifal !" and called one of them a queen. 
We told him to pick out the one that he had the 
greatest desire to possess, and he chose one of the maids, 
and on being asked what lie would give for her, replied, 
" she is pricelesa, I have not sufficient cows or goats to 
offer ; and, besides, were I to buy her, the Portuguese 
would kill me." We told the poor girl all that the chief 
said of her, also that he expressed himself quite in love 
with her, and offered no end of cows and goats for her. 
Sarah blushed, and eyed the gaunt savt^e, and I really 
think she felt highly flattered ; this was a sore point 
with her ever afterwards. 

At 6 A.M. floated off the bank, mainly by heaving up 
anchors, &g., the tide doing a little towards it. 

We steam about three knots against a three-knot 
cnrient. The little vessere engines are somewhat oat 
of order, in fact she is not at all adapted for shallow 
river work, drawing nearly five feet, with cumbersome 
paddles, and having insufficient speed, stowage, ventila- 
tion, and accommodation. We appear to have no 
notion of building the proper kind of vessel, and think 
the model of our Thames' boats are the very things for 
such rivers as Zambesi, &c. 

I think we ought to take a hint in this matter from 
t he Americans, they must know much better than we. 
One of their atern-wheelers, drawing a few inches, with 
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honae oti deck, ia just the Teasel we want. Moreover, 
they cost sbont half as much as vessels of the " Pioneer" 
cla^ ; how mach more eCQcient they would be, and how 
much healthier for the explorers, who, above all thingB, 
require a saloon on deck. 

There is no change in the scenery; the same muddy 
river, low banks covered with mangroves and long rank 
grass, occasionally relieved by open savannah land. 
The tall palmyra is the only tree worth noticing. 
Flocks of wild black geese occasionally fly within sliot, 
and a few noses of hippopotami are seen. 

We had rather a nice dinner-party to-day, althongli 
sixteen made the little saloon very warm. Dr. Living- 
stone span some amusing anecdotes of his cruises in 
South Africa, adventures with a lion, &c., illustrated in 
his book of travels. Standing behind a rock he fired at 
the savage brute, which crouched for a spring, and in a 
few seconds the doctor was rolling over and over in the 
embrace of the lion, the latter getting the top place ; 
the doctor then became stupified, and his powerful 
antt^uist took him by the arm, crushed it, and shook 
him as a terrier would a rat. Fortunately a native, 
whose life the doctor had saved, came up with a flint 
musket, and fired a ball at the lion, which immediately 
left the doctor and tamed on the new enemy, and shook 
him by the thigh ; a third native, attempting to spear 
him, shared the same fate, and ultimately died of his 
wonnd, and the lion then fell dead from the effects of 
the wonuds he had received. The doctor set his own 
arm, and, very nnfortanately, a few years afterwards 
broke it i^n, and now it dangles by his side rather 
helplessly. The doctor has greater dread of attacking 
ft buffalo than any other wild beast. 
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Up to this time ire have only done about forty miles; 
to avoid the shallows we are obliged to steam against a 
foui>knot curreut The river is now about 500 yards 
broad ; its depth varying from six feet to as many 
fathoms. 

We see neither canoe cor boats to-day, nor a vestige 
of a living thing. At about 7 fjh. we are about a mile 
to the southward of Expedition Island, nearly fifty miles 
from the starting point The " Lady Nyaesa's" whale 
boat delayed a little, being swamped alongside by bad 
steering, and her gear washed out A boat had to be 
sent to pick them up, and took some time in pulling 
against the current 

Our two paddlers, with five tons of iron-work each, have 
towed astern very easily, making sail when practicable 
to diminish the strain. Oar people on board are getting 
dissatisfied on account of our snail's pace ; therefore, in 
the evening, I brew a stiff bowl of pundi, and warm Uie 
hearts of the ladies therewith, who like it so much as to 
demand a second supply ; so I brew again accordingly, 
the result of which is driving all into a good humoar. 

We haveoD board a remarkable animal of the canine 
genus, a phlegmatic old Portuguese ball-dog, called 
" Log." He is a peculiar sort of animal, of rather 
unprepossessing appearance, but a very amiable, good- 
tempered old dog, having safflcient instinct to make 
friends with every one. In facing a bi^er dog than 
liimself he makes use of his legs, and his size and 
looks are sufficient to make the smaller fry treat him 
with respect so that he is always at peace with the 
world ; but Mr. " Log " fell into sad disgrace to-day, and 
I'm afraid made a few enemies. We were all crowded 
below in the saloon, getting over dinner as fast as pos- 
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gible, the table covered with plenty of crockery-ware 
and good tbingSi conTersation had just dropped, when 
one of those unpleasant pauses was relieved by a sudden 
CTsah. We had spread the Portuguese flag over the sky- 
hgbt to keep out old Sol, poor " Log " inQocently trusted 
to the frail bunting and was instantly precipitated below, 
hie lellt fore-paw falling into a glass of wine, his right 
into a dish of maabed pumpkin, his hinder ones respec- 
tively into the plates of Mrs. B and Mrs. Charles 

Livingstone, crushing a dainty slice of something good ; 
and while every one was for a moment convulsed with 
laughter, there stood poor " hog," a most pitiable sight, 
as if very, very sorry for the accident ; but the people 
had no mercy, the poor old boy was bundled out neck 
and crop ; and I am afraid fared badly on running the 
gauntlet of the stewards. 

12ih Fdrmary. — At daylight anchor ia weighed, and 
we commence another stage. The current is so strong 
against us that our progress is extremely slow, not 
aven^ling more than fifteen miles per day. The fur- 
ther we go the broader the river appears to get, in 
some places quite a mile; and the mangrove - trees 
give place to open savannah country, covered with 
rich grass some eight feet high ; thermometer 90" 
in shade, 110° in sun. The land is dotted here and 
there with large ant-hills, and tali, gaunt umhrellar 
like palmyras ; occasionally a swarm of naked blacks 
issne izom the jungle and gsze full of wonder at us. 
No villages can be seen, but some great fires in the 
distance proclaim that cooking-animal — man. 

The current is so strong (five knots) that we are 
obliged to take to the shallows, and nearly the ground 
also (the uneven depths and constantly shifting sand- 
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banks making the naTigation difficult) ; but a few turns 
astern, and a little rolling of the vessel soon floats 
her. 

A few wild geese, pelicans, and storks, are the only 
living things in view. As a?nal, the eTenings are coed 
and pleasant ; the air in the firat part of tlie night 
charged with mosquitoes, in the latter part with heavy 
dew. The morning sun rises on the tops of the clouds, 
throwing its golden halo in fan-like proportions around, 
gradually spreading over the sky, tinging the savannah 
with its splendid colour, and peering through the palm- 
tteea, throwing its golden shadows over the river. 

The morning is the most remarkable part of the day : 
the confusion of getting under weigh, coffee, quinine 
wine, and cashing brings us up to 8 a.h. ; then break- 
fast, and after that a lounge, anywhere to avoid the 
Bun — over tlie engine-room is the chief resort 

Patohes of duck-weed are continually carried down 
by the current, giving us a good estimate of its strength. 

The great top-weiRbt on the " Pioneer's " decks greatly 
retards ber speed. Lurching over on one side she re- 
mains in that position for some time, one paddle almost 
stopped by being so much immersed, the other quite 
out o( the water. 

Uasses of the banks of the river have been carried 
away by the swift current, making fresh bends, bights, 
and banks, all tending to puzzle the navigator, 

For half an hour at noon we are stopped to reptur a 
defect in engines, and then proceed ; but later in the 
afternoon have a much more serious accident, the feed- 
pipe tA boilers bunt, and scattered the hot water ia all 
directions, quickly emptying the boilers, and rendering 
it neceseary to qaeiu^ firea. The stokers were obliged 
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to make rushes into the stoke-hole to draw ike fui^ 
DAcee. Thia was a dangerous undertaking, and very hot 
work, they could only remain down two minutes, while 
buckets of cold water were thrown upon them, and then 
msbed ap to breathe ; but the furnaces were drawn and 
quenched, and, shortly afterwards, fffeparatioDS made 
for repairing the defect and re-lighting fires, which we 
soon aocompliehed. 

In the meantime, taking advanta^ of opportunity, 
we all palled on shore (ladies included), the younger 
hands forming a hunting party, armed with yarions rifles. 
The land was pronounce excellent for savnge beasts, and 
we all prepared for fierce encounters. The ladies were 
left in chai^ of our little doctor. l)r. Livingstone 
took care of Ma. Robert, and the rest of us started off, 
separating as judgment dictated. Our party walked 
about a mile, and scrambling through dense long jungle 
grass, about eight feet high, came across the spoor* of 
many huge beasts, and, mounting a high ant-hill, ob- 
tained a good view of the surrounding country. We 
ibund the real game-ground, a woody district, situated 
about five miles distant, and the intermediate land 
swampy, and m tbiekly covered with long grass as to 
exclude everything from view, and as it was within 
half an hour of sunset we turned back and rejoined 
the ladies, first frightening them by creeping b^ind 
aad roaring lustily ; Dr. Livingstone carrying ont the 
joke by representing the noise as proceeding from a 
wounded king beast, making towards them, and brings 
ing the affrighted females under cover of long grass. 

The other party returned about an hour afterwards, 

^te worn out, especially Captain W , who declared 

* Tie tnuk of wild tmJDuJa. 
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African jungle-wiUking the most fatiguing of all, and 
Yowed never to land again on a shooting ezcursion. 
They bad walked towards the wood in the distance, 
wading through water up to their middles, and grass 
above their heads, and had shot at a bufialo, which 
sprung out of the grass about two yBrds ahead. The 
animal was scratched only, and rushed at a mad, head- 
long speed, cracliiiig the reeds, dashing aside all im- 
pediments, and was soon lost to view ; this was the 
only sport they had. We went on board with fishoT^ 
man's luck, took tea on deck by light of moon, talked 
over the day's proceedings, joked with the ladies, 
and finally heard prayers from Dr. Livingstone; then 
laid down with determination to wf^ war on the 
nuwquitoes. 

ISih Febmary. — Thermometer in shade 97°, in sun 
121°. This is the hottest day we have experienced; one 
certainly might fry a beefsteak on any part of the iron- 
work, and having continually to climb over it my hands 
bore witness to the fact. 

At 10-30 A.M. we are stopped by want of fuel; a 
party of men are sent ashore to cat wood. This morn- 
ing we passed a large tree of Lignum vitte. It is this 
kind of wood that is mostly songht for and burnt by 
t^e " Pioneer," and we expect to find sufficient of it for 
our purpose. We are now placed in rather a disagree- 
able position : here we are without the means of pro- 
ceeding, unless able to procure quantitia of wood, and 
having left the " Gorgon " with only three weeks' pro- 
visioDS ; so that if we proceed as slowly as we have 
oome, which is more than likely as we have no coal, 
we must return without accomplishing our object, and 
leave Dr. Livingstone to transport his forty-five tons of 
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gear as best as he can — with onr assistasbe moat diffi- 
culties could be overcome. 

Moet of our party bare their regular monthly 
attack of ferer. Up to this time our men bare kept 
tolerably healthy, but I fear the mosqnitoes will ulti- 
mately drive many into the fever if nothing else will. 

Captain W tries a patent of his in the shape of 

a harpoon for firing at hippopotami, Sic. ; it is a rod 
of iron with two barbs, with a line fast to a travelling 
swivel OD it, and is fired from a musket ; on the first 
bial with a common charge of powder it shot about 
fifty yards, but on a second one only thirty yards ; it 
would do very well if the animal were alongside, but I 
think there is insufficient force to penetrate its hide, 
which varies from one to two inches thick. 

A large hippopotamns passed within 100 yards of na 
this morning; and, with the exception of numerous black 
wild geese, we have seen nothing else. 

Having now passed Expedition Island, our progress 
is likely to be delayed, for beyond this no soundings 
have been t^en. 

Onr men have had very hard work cutting wood ; 
they felled and cut up a large Lignum vitm tree, measur- 
ing six feet in diameter, and eighty feet high, the largest 
branches measuring three feet in diameter. This huge 
tree was cut up in about four hours, but two men were 
prostrated by the work, and were with difficulty got on 
board, both in a dangerous state of fever. Captain 
W and the other officers returned on board tho- 
roughly exhausted, merely from the walk, a distance of 
two miles ; I think Dr. Livingstone was the only one not 
affected by it — one man fell down and cut his head. 
Bat with all these casualties at our first wood-catting 
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on the banks of Zambesi, onr men &irly beat the black 
Johanna men of the "Pioneer," who sat down on the 
way fairly done np; our men, tfaoagli greatly oppressed, 
passed them with a Bong, helping down their fallen 
shipmates, showing how much more endurance is pos- 
sessed by the whites. 

The one tree cat down would be in England a small 
fortune, considering it is worth 1«. per pound. 

Our wood lasted about three hours, during which 
time we steamed about four miles, and were obliged to 
anchor very close to the right bank of the river at 7 p.m,, 
being then about eighty miles from the entrance. 

As usual our proximity to shore inrites myriads of 
mosquitoes. I rolled about restlessly ell night, hoping: 
for daylight, and felt somewhat consoled by hearing all 
around me groans, moans, and ejacnlations of all kinds, 
and wishing confueicm to Zambesi cruising, its hot sun, 
and infernal mosquitoes. 
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CHAPTER XIT. 

Our paii7 mMmed b; the Hoeqnitoet — Ntttiiea e&ger Tw bdrter — The 
lockot hail — DifQoultjinnaTlgatiDgthe Zamboai — Bnjpe for making 
beer — An iDterriew nitb SeCor M^rlrrm — An apology fur a farmyHrd 
— He prepare* ni a feaat — A project in Tie* — T.'ie result — The 
isloabls donkey " Alice '" — The gig's departnre witti the ladies. 

14th F^yruaary. — Daylight exposed the havoc dooe to 
my poor body by the wretched moeqaitoes. Mies 
McE. put in an appearance with left eye shut, and 
others were more or less maimed, and complaining of 
no sleep. 

We are now waiting for wood. Instead of beginning 
the laborious wood-cutting when the sun is up, I think, 
after the experience of yesterday, we should have been 
at it by daybreak ; twice the work would have been 
done in half the time, and with none of the ill-effects ; 
but Uie powers that be are suppoaed to know better. 
These four men are not yet recovered from the effect« 
of yesterday's aun. 

There is a lai^ village just opposite, consisting of 
some twenty huts or kraals. The natives aee so eager 
for barter as to pull down their dwellings to sell t<»is 
for firewood. We buy a lot of this wood for some blue 
doaty, and also purchased from them two small baskets 
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of calayances and four of oniom for six yards of clouty, 
which quite enriched them. 

According to the opinions of the majority of those 
who "know all about it," our chances of reaching the 
Falls become daily less, being unable to obtain sufficient 
fuel ; and as usual every one says, " Why did we not 
bring up more coal ?" without thinking how we have 
been deceived by the current and the bad state of onr 
engines, to say nothing of our want of stowaga 

At nooD a canoe came alongside, and I gave one of 
the natives a trousers' button for a lock of bis hair. 
These locks are frizzled, tarred, greased, and finally 
wound round with a small band of straw, leaving a tuft 
OD the top unbound. Fancy one of them with two 
hundred of these locks, looking very much like a porcu- 
pine's back. The native valued his locks very much, 
and no smaller temptation than a hviton could induce 
him to part with one. Some only wear them on one 
side, others on the top of the scalp. Their bartering 
is often not for the sake of getting a little more, but ■ 
merely to exercise their cunning on the whites ; and 
amongst themaelvee they very often sell again at a loss.* 
They immensely enjoy the palaver; iu fact they will 
not barter at all without a great deal of talking. A 
quick bargain was, however, made to-day by one of onr 
men. Seeing a native wearing a small skin as a gar- 
ment. Jack whipped it off him, and gave him a strip of 
white rag, which the native substituted with great joy, 

* Tbe natirea mauuro a &tbom Y>j length of amu. Od« of onr men 
taUdngof tbeii»tiT«aMtdtbeiT modeof bartering, nji^" At one plaoe I 
vu done, for the; brought down a man wltb the longest arm* I erec 
MW, and would aHy barter b; his standard ; ho stretched nearly iaZf a 
jfori more than I oonld, and I was obliged to give in." 
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chuckling and iBughing the whole time, viewing his 
prize with greet glee and eatis&ction. 

Being entirely out of coal we have to send boats 
ahead to procnre wood. Sometimes our men cut it ; at 
other times the natives procure it, and when they do so 
it is rather amuBing to see them, each hurrying down to 
the beach with hia faggot, two or three carrying a trunk 
of a tree, in haste to claim the reward of their labours, 
which is given to thera by the doctor in the shape of 
about half a yard of clouty, with which they immediately 
cover their nakedness, I thiak more with a eense of 
modesty than for the show of finery- 
After procuring these little supplies of wood we up 
anchor and away at full Rpeed, when practicable setting 
sail to get to the next station, where we hope to find 
plenty awaiting us, the results of S- ''s endeavours. 

There is a great scarcity of provisions on the banks of 
the river. Occasionally we are lucky enough to get a 
few fowls, bananas, and calavances, but always in very 
small quantities. 

The navigation of the Zambesi is exceedingly difE- 
colt; the banks continually shifting and settling in 
nearly the same form render all former experience use- 
less. Shallow water is our only guide, and were it not 

for the careful and vigilant pilot^e of Captain W , 

who has taken charge, I think we should have grounded 
many times. I feel confident that Dr. Livingstone, with 
all his experience, is not so fit to navigate his vessel as an 
experienced naval officer. In looking at the " Pioneer's " 
log I find that in ITovember and December last she 
touched the ground every day for thirty-seven days. 
Since Captain W has token chai^, without any 

former experience of the river, we have grounded only 
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OBce ; and this is not in couseqaeitcd of the river being 
deeper, for if anytbing it is lower than last year. 

About 10 P.M. anchored somewhere near the left 
shore. No one knows exactly where we are. Some 
say we have taken the wrong passage ; bnt who knows ? 
The stillness of the night is disturbed by the constant 
howling, roaring, and screeching of the creatures of the 
jungle. Sometimes the roar like that of a lion is beard 
above the din, and the moeqaitoes arrive for their usual 
supper. 

15^ F^rruary. — We find we are about two miles off 
Manama's, and that we have taken the wrong passage. 

Boats are detached for wood, and at an early hour 
canoea arrive with their small loads. 

Up to this time there has been little or no change in 
the topographical features of the land — low open plains, 
covered with dark long grass, occasionally dotted with 
the palmyra, L^num vUx, and other trees, and gene- 
rally swampy. The river is about half a mile broad, 
from six feet to two and a half feet deep, and running 
at the rate of four knots, carrying down quantities of 
grass and duckweed. 

For the last two or three days I have been making 
beer by the following receipt; it is now fermenting and 
seems exceedingly good: — 

To each gallon of water take three-quarters of a 
pound of sugar, hops at Uie rate of one and a half 
pounds to every ten gallona Measure the water into 
the boiler, putting in the hops while the water ia cold, 
and when brought to boil, let it do so for ten minutes. 
Place sugar, weighed out according to quantity of beer 
required, in a tub, mth a coarse doth over it, through 
which straiu the hot liquor. Let it stand till it cools 
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to about the temperature of new milk. Then add at 
the rate of a pint of leaven to each ten gallons ; cover 
it with a cloth to keep out dust, &c., and in two or 
three days skim it off, and then the heer will be ready 
for the cask. When placed in the cask leave the 
bung-hole open for three or foar days, until it has done 
working, when you may close it, and the beer will be 
ready for use. If you wish to make it stronger, add 
more sugar. 

ThankB to the better arrangement of their mosquito 
curtains, the ladies are in better spirits to-day, with the 
exception of Miss McK. who is anything but well. 

4 P.M.— While the ship was taking in woori. Dr. Living- 
stone, Mr. Stewart, Bamsay and I started in the " Pio- 
neer's" gig for Mariama's to prepare a supply of wood. 
Bating the oars and spreading every inch of clouty in oar 
poesesaioD, as well as we could on a temporary mast, to 
" woo the freshening wind ;" we sped along finely : but after 
a little time had to turn back, having overshot the proper 
branch. The ship now got under way, the paddlers 
preceding under sail. About 5 f.h. we landed where a 
crowd of women were standing. They had numerous 
brass rings on their legs and arms, their loins covered 
with a cotton cloth. Directly oar boat touched the 
shore, they scampered off pell-mell, being, no doubt, 
the concubine staves of some chief, perhaps Mariama 
himself; but we caught a little nigger boy who told us 
that Manama's was a few hundred yards higher np. So 
after a little pull, landed, and ware received by a short, 
stout, podgy, blubbery fellow, two-third* negro, and one- 
third Portuguese, named Mariama, This is the man that 
has occupied our thoughts for many days past, his huts 
have been to us a sort of half-way bouse. We expected 
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to find food for our engines, if not for ourselves ; why I 
don't know, except that the expeditionists were continu- 
ally talking of old Miiriama. So every one looked for- 
ward to reaching it, expecting to find it a laige village, 
and I believe it would gradually have been elevated 
to the dignity of a considerable town aa remarkable as 
Timbuctoo. 

The potentato himself received us very graciously, 
and led the way, through a crowd of slaves, to bis 
bouse by a regular pathway. We passed several 
patches of cultivated land, here and there covered with 
manure. 

Sweet potatoes, maize, and guavas were in a forward 
state ; and our pleasure increased on suddenly emei^ng 
into a kind of apology for a farmyard, in the centre of 
which stood a fine-spreading chesnut-tree, most refresh- 
ing to behold. We preferred, however, the little flocks 
of geese, herds of goats and sheep, and broods of chickens, 
all Msking about and eDJoyiog themselves, while a huge 
"dennis " wallowed in the mire. Senor Manama's habi- 
tation I call a house, because it is solidly built of 
hardened clay, thatched with good straw, has a verandah, 
doors, and windows, though no glass ; also sundry rooms 
furnished with iona fds chairs, a table, and civilized im- 
plements for eating and drinking. Moreover, it is a 
hospitable house, for Senor Mariama had got a great feast 
prepared for us, and wonld not hear of any ezcuse^ anch 
as having dined, or any such poor pretences ; so we were 
ushered into a large dark room, and there seated, A 
black friend of our host's, as drunk as Cbloe, was intro- 
duced with all becoming solemnity : this black fellow 
was named Joachin, and was the happy possessor of an 
island of that name. He was expensively got up in fez, 
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light coat, and checked trooBers, and also wore diawets ; 
the latter I could not help discoveiing, for on our way 
hither a playful dog mnning behind, seeing a piece of 
white cloth sweeping the ground from beneath Joachtn's 
tronserB^ made a rush at it, and, to onr amnsement, 
pnUed away one leg of them and made off with it. 

Unfortunately Joachin took a great &ncy to my straw 
chapeau, but having only one, and the Zambesi being an 
unlikely place for procuring another, I could not indulge 
his whim, but Joachin looked wistfully at it every now 
and then, and with a hickup and a slobber uttering the 
wcffd " hat " in his lingo. Luckily I did not comprehend 
hie jargon, for if hia words tallied with his looks, they 
would not have been pleasant to hear. 

Ouz dinner consisted of a kind of Mulligatawny; 
stewed &b ; pork, boiled, roasted, and stewed ; rice, plain 
and ground, and made into little dumplings; fowb^ 
stewed with cassava and other vegetables. This was 
indeed a sumptuous repast, and Senor Mariama did the 
distributing part with great celerity and skill; and, 
measuring our appetites by his own (ignoring our pre- 
vious dinner), was somewhat astonished at our crying 
"peccavil" after we had tried every dish, and, as we 
thought^ done justice to his spread. Shortly afterwards 
we took our leave, thanking him for his great hospitality. 

The land around appeared very rich, and only wanted 
cultivation to yield extraordinary crops; but Senor 
Mariama is a type of every one out here. He only 
thinks of the present, is without enterprize or energy, 
and given up to concubines and sleep. There were two 
large shanties in the settlement, ^e other dwellings 
were mere wigwams. 

The "Pioneer " arrived and anchored, bringit^ up in 
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a heavy shower of raiD. A boat-load of wood was im- 
mediately sent oflf, but Mariama would not receiTe pay- 
ment for it The wjuall of wiod and rain lasted the 
whole night, to the great discomfort of all, especially 
the ladies, who lingered in the saloon as long as possible. 
They then had to plod through Ae rain to their iron- 
honse, which was close and disagreeable. All our bed- 
gear was wet, and some fared so badly as to have a 
great number of valuable things partially destroyed, 
for the decks were lumbered with baggage of every 
description, exposed to all weathers. What with the 
rain while it lasted, and the mosquitoes when it ceased, 
we spent a very miserable night 

I fear our progress will be very slow, our journey 
may last a month ; for against all prospects and sanguine 
anticipations, our supplies of wood are few and far be- 
tween ; in fact. Captain W-— • contemplates following 
the whaler with the ladies in his gig, leaving the 
" Pioneer " to her fate. But this will be a great under- 
taking with nine men, two ladies, and their provisions 
and baggage, huddled end crammed into his small 
gig ; and for a journey up such a river for 180 miles, 
and depending mostly for daily food on the country 
they pass through, and then an overland journey of 
sixty miles, certainly may be called an ondertaking, 
but I have no doubt that English energy and deter- 
mination will overcome every obstacle. 

16th ja>r«ary.~Daylight finds us all huddled to- 
gether in the wet saloon ; some sleeping upon the deck, 
others on chairs, but all more or lees unrefreshed, mos- 
quito-bitten, damp and tired. Aronnd us are clothes, 
bottles, jugs, scraps of food, and heaps of confusion. 
The rain has certainly made great havoc on our unpro- 
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tected baggage. The shor&^ouig fellows, from their 
otter helplessneSB, suffer moet. 

The project of precediDg os in the gig, ae con- 
templated yesterday, is tn be carried oat; Captain 
W~— , Dr. Bamsay, and the two ladies start to-morrow 
evening. Since hearing of it, I have thought over the 
whole matter serioasly, and I think, first, that Captain 
W is wrong in going, for if he can do no more 

good to Dr. Livingstone he ought to return to the 
ship, where provisions are mnniiig short: he is wrong 
in leaving Dr. Livtogstone in the lurch, with his 
steamer top-heavy with the "Lady Nyassa;" for con- 
sidering that his asaistonce was really the primary 
object of our journey, however chivalrous and gallant 
may appear his giving np all to the escorting of the 
ladies to the mission, it is letting fall the substance for 
the shadow. He leaves us now in confusion to trust to 
chance, to fortune, to anything, depriving us of his 
moral support, as well as the hands he takes with him. 
Again, I ask myself, can he have weighed judiciously 
the responsibility he has undertaken in this project? 
Has he fully considered the welfare of the ladies ? Are 
there no lordships to encounter in an open boat, with 
rain, fever, and mosquitoes, and, who knows, perhaps 
shortness of food ? This is bad eoongh for hardy men, 
much more for two women, one of whom, as our blue- 
jackets say, " is dead already." I have a knowledge 
of the difficulties they will have to contend with, 
having myself ascended a river in Central America 
some 160 miles in a small canoe; and I fear, in his 

zeal to meet the views oi the ladies. Captain W 

has ibr once lost his nsoal foreseeing head. If my 
anticipations prove correct; he will be exceedingly sorry 
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he has mshed iDto the affair ; but if my wishes bft 
realised, they will, indeed, prove snccesafuL 

The afternoon is expended in packing stores, &c., for 
the gig, and taking in wood. Senor Mariama dined 
with ns, and hearing that Miss McK. was the owner 
of the donkey Alice, and mulee, asked her, with great 
gravity and thorough business-like air, what would she 
take for one? obtaining in answer only a smile. The 
question was of the utmost concern to him, as shown by 
his countenance, and the podgy man offered her double 
the original cost, whatever it might be ; a very liberal 
offer, no doubt, but not tempting to her. Saiiama 
would not be pnt off, mistaking the lady's smiles as a 
playful artifice in bartering. At last the doctor came 
to the lady's relief, and put the Seiior on another scent — 
the value of cotton ; and he appeared wonderstruck on 
our telling him what his cotton would be worth in an 
English market, he having but a very hnmble notion of 
its value. He said he could collect almost any quantity 
of the finest cotton at a very low price. The members 
of the expedition confirmed his statement, saying that 
the country was literally covered with the finest sort ; 
they had sent specimens home to the Society of Arts, 
who pronomiced it only inferior to that grown on the 
South Sea Islands. But nothing can be done in the 
way of trade while the Portugaese flag flies here ; they 
are very jealoos of ns, and so determined to cripple oar 
trade as to pot ruinous dues on both imports uid ex- 
ports. This country would do more than any other to 
supersede America as a cotton-producing country, bat 
we mast first find a way, up the Bovooma, free from 
Portugaese influence and without their dominions ; and 
then introduce our goods into the country, even at a 
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loBs at first, and afterwards teach the natives that they 
have wants other than they themselves can supply, and 
by onr fair dealing indace the chiefs to trust in the 
Anglo-Saxon to supply these wants, to develop their 
•country, and raise them to the position of a nation. 
The Portuguese have no interest in their civilization, 
but are intent only in impoTerishing thorn, for the 
sordid profit of their own country. 

The Portugaese possesB all the seaboard and rivers 
along the coast as &r as Delgado. Tbeir flag flies also 
aome distance in ihe interior, as far almost as Lake 
Nyassa^ They own most of this land by right of con- 
qaest, bat in the interior have to pay tribate to some 
o{ the chiefs, so that in the latter case their tenure is 
very precarious. But they are gradually getting pos- 
session of the whole country, and when given an inch 
always take an ell, so that by-aud-by they will lay 
claim to the whole continent of South Africa from 
Delgado bay to the equator. 

All the natives long for onr rale, being ground to the 
earth and enslaved by the Portuguese. So now is the 
time, Mr. Bull; give up the Zambesi and spend a few 
more thousands sterling on the Bovooma, then send 
your bales of Manchester and Birmingham goods, ao- 
oompanied by a body of commercial men, to precede 
your missionaries, and more good will be done for be- 
nighted Africa than by all the present projects, and 
more gained to the scientiflc world. 

17th jPefrruary. — Great preparations are made for 
starting the gig, stowing away gear in the smallest poe- 
rible space, <fec. Uofortaoately I had to stow the little 
compartment allotted to the ladies, and, consequently, 
bad to steel myself against their insinuating and 
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earnest reqnests to arrange to " get this in ;" then, wheu 
I thought all had been put away, when the box waa 

already full, and I had encroached on Captain W 's 

share, found there was yet another " wee, little thing," 
and then " only this one, please do," and finally, " now,- 

dear Mr. D , can you manage to get thi* very last 

article in, I shall want it so much. I wonM rather hare 
it in than all the other things, if yon could only just 
contrive," and who could resist? but, at last, I was 
obliged to close the box and rush away, as if running 

from a swarm of bees. In the morning, Captain W 

told the ladies that ho intended to drink, at least, a pint 
of the sourest vinegar to render him savage and proof 
against all entreaties. It did, indeed, require great 
resolntion to resist the little demands of the poor 
creatures, they had such a small compartment and such 
a long Journey, and so many difBculties before them. 
Well, we take our farewell dinner together at 3 p.m.; at 
four, wish them farewell ; and at five, the gig dashed away 
in fine style, burying her lee gunwale under wator, and 
nearly capsized, in consequence of making sail with 
awning spread, but she is soon righted and lost to view. 
And so the ladies have started on their uncomfortable 
and perilous journey. Since they have gone I am glad ; 
for women are at all times out of place on board ship, 
especially a craft crowded like the "Pioneer." 

We are to go as far up the river as Dr. Livingstone 
can accomplish, and to land gear from paddlers at 
the most convenient place, somewhere between the 
dates 26th and 28tb of this month, and not to pro- 
ceed further, but on the latter date to return to East 
Luabo. 

Just before sunset the " Pioneer " gets under way, and 
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having no fuel proceeds under sail, but caanot stem the 
curreot, aud is drifted, broadside on, to a small island, 
and there rests ; by the help of an old haveer and a few 
stray logs of wood, she is got off, is carried nithia a 
mile of ftCaearc^ and there aDchors. There is a little 
gully or opening alongside the village, at right angles to 
the true Zambesi, which great men in England, sup- 
ported by Fortnguese statements, said was the only out- 
let of the Zambesi, and running to QuiliimaQe ; but Br. 
Livingstone proved by an old survey, that the true oat- 
let was at Congoni. How experienced people could have 
taken this diminutive opening, which is nearly dry, to 
be a great branch of the Zambesi, I am at a loss to 
understand ; except that it was, perhaps, the crochet of 
some old geographer, and he was loth to give it up, 
although the gully had ceased to become even a waters 
coarse. 

Masaro was the scene of a pitched battle between the 
natives, under Mariama, and the Portngneae ; wherein 
the latter were, disgracefully beaten, and driven across 
the river to Chapanga. The Portuguese have con- 
structed a rude, weak stockade on the spot, to provide 
against future defeats, but I fancy it is a very vain idea, 
being anything but a good military position, and as if 
the natives would go to their stockade and attack it 
when they could so easily starve them out 

Here the current is very strong ; it was this place 

S spoke of when he said, " the current appears to 

get stronger and stronger as we struggle onward." By- 
the-bye, he has been foraging in earnest, having already 
procured us many canoes Ml of wood and plenty of pro- 
visions. He fell in with the gig last night, and pro- 
ceeded with her up the river. I am glad he has 
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acoompamed tlie ladies ; haviiig many resources he will 
be an acquisition. 

Wood seems very scarce in this part of the river, if it 
were not for the sea breeze, which we get about 3 p.m. 
until 8 P.H., I know not how we should get along. 
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CHAPTER XV. ■ 

MunMnrgeDcnt of the HiMOOD—A Uoeqnito hunt — A Ouioe ezpedi- 
tkni In amrch of wood — Out atriv*! at Chaponga-— Chapanga home 
and its hot— The Horetnbara Dunmtaiu— A ooDtrast — The huge 
Bubaia tree— Foot Hra. Livingstone's reatiug-place — The Uaccxm- 
dah Coondah — A Hometa' neat— The Tillage blacknmth — " BoiBsore " 
— A good nighf B rest under a moaqoito oortain — A viiit from two 
Landenei — A novel way of bringing down oocoa-nnta— A glorion* 
■nnaet — A dio^atd of orden, and panlahment 

18A February. — Leaving the ship at anchor off Ma- 

BaiD,Dr.LiTing8tone, E , and I jump into the gig and 

poll to the estate of Senor Yierina, distant about fonr 
mQes. Vienna ia a Portuguese by birth, and is on© of 
those reckless, restless beings for whom the world is too 
good. Formany yearshewastbemasterofaslaveship; 
he rapidly made a fortune, but as quickly squandered 
the devil's money in gambling and other vices. Once 
his vessel was boarded by the boats of the ship in which 
our captain was serving, and having on board a large 
enm of money for the purchase of slaves, and his ship 
being known as a slaver, it was captured ; so that 

Capt^n W has some recollection of him. After 

leading a piratical life for many years, he bethought 
himself of trying his luck in some out-of-the-way place 
where he would be hidden &om the civilised world, and 
in the society of slaves and coocubiues indulge his 
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sensual passions, and relying in the simplicity of the 
natives, perhaps be enabled to scrape together another 
fortune. He now owns an estate of ricii land, a 
lai^ shed, a dozen small hnte constitutiug a Tillage, 
and no end of slaves and concubines ; be trades in slaves 
and ivory, &c., but lacldng energy and perseverance, 
makes nothing of his rich land, preferring to trade, 
whereby he can esercise his cunning and rognery. He 
gets bis ivory for a mere nothing, exchanges for 
American cottons and other tnunpery, and disposes of 
it at Quillimane at an enormous profit He is one of 
the most repulsive-looking men I have ever seen, rogae 
being stamped od every feature of his countenance. 
His %ure is short; he is blind of one eye and has a 
speck in the other ; his face is deeply marked with 
small-pox, and covered with short, bristly, black hair. 
His voice is cracked, and used principally for bullying 
his slaves. His morals I need say little about. He 
keeps a black wife, and half-a-dozen concubines. The 
former, having been treated badly by him, fled, and 
bved with another man ; but Vierina repenting of his 
evil deede^ recalled her to his affecHona. Seiiora returned, 
but presented him (before the time) with a black pick- 
aninny, which the enraged husband threw into the river 
as food for alligators. 

Here we find the provisions contracted for by S— 
and chained as follows : — Bullocks, £5 each ; sheep, 4s. 
calavances, Ss. per half cwt ; rice, 5g. per half cwt. 
gin, 48. per bottle ; fowls, 2d. each. Vierina possesses a 
number of large canoes, which can he hired for very little^ 

Anything might be grown in the land around his 
dwelling. I saw hondjida potatos, mint, chilis, bananas, 
pine-apples, plantains, guavas all growing intermixed in 
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a very smBll space ; the variety struck me ae peculiar, 
indicating great richneas of tbe laud and a favourable 
climate. 

Captain W aud the ladies had stopped here for 

dinner, and had (with S and bis boat) continued 

their journey about two hours ago. We found R , the 

engineer, here, waiting the arrival of the " Pioneer." In 
the evening, shouldering half-a-dozen goate as an imme- 
diate supply, we got into the gig, and were soon carried 
by the &at current alongside tiie ship. 

Little wood could be got at Vienna's, but having 
received a canoe-full from Chapanga, a house about 
three miles ap, we got under way, in the evening, and 
steamed for Vienna's. Dr. L. had come to the determina- 
tion of disembarking six sections of the "Lady Nyassa," 
to lighten the " Pioneer," and increase her speed ; 
but after getting in a good position for hoisting them 
out, he speedily renonnced the idea as an unprofitable 
wast« of time. I b^;in to fancy that there is great 
want of a managing head here, as well as in the O.O.D. 
Mission. I never saw snch constant vacillations, 
blunders, delays, and want of common thought and 
foresight as is displayed on board the " Pioneer." 

IBth F^tntary. — Being moored close to the bank, 
oor old friends the mosquitoes pay ns a visit, bringing 
the whole family. Towards dark, 1 observed several of 
oor men emptying the lamps, and smearing their l^;s 
and arms with the oil from them ; others were putting on 
gaiters, wrapping themselves up in kerchieis, swaddling- 
clothes, great-coats, blanket-irocks, &c. 

It must have been rather an amusing sight, and I 
cannot wonder at our fellows laughing at my midnight 
mosquito hunt. Finding seveiul of these tormentors 
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^ within my curtain I lighted a lantern, and crawling 
about inside commenced a regular bunt, not eeasiiig 
until I had destroyed the very last. Although a tedJoas 
job, it greatly added to my comfort, and I lay down 
with confidence, sleeping soundly until daylight. Our 
men were growling and moaning incessantly. At day 
light I awoke, and laughed heartily at the pecallar pom- 
tiona in which their enemies had left them ; they were 
lying sprawhng in every direction, feet bound up with 
coloured kercbiefe, gaiters, and boots ; beads in worsted 
caps, coats, and blankets ; bodies in blanket-frocks, Sec ; 
they must have suffered, indeed, to prefer semi-suffoca- 
tion to the bites of their tormentors. But it was no 
joking matter, some of their legs and arms were covered 
with bad ulcers, and want of sleep was telling rapidly 
on them. 

In order to provide wood for the ship, Mr. Charles 
Livingstone and H ' are to take a canoe and proceed 

to Chapanga, P and I accompanying them for the 

sake of a change, provisioned, as was supposed, for two 
days away. 

Our journey up river in the canoe was very, very 
slow, in consequence of the laziness of the canoe>men 
and the strength of the current, and we did not reach 
Chapanga until a^r sunset, doing the journey of about 
nine miles in nine hours. 

On the way up we kept the right bank until in a 
line with the western end of the island, opposite 
Chapanga House, then stretched across the current, 
running at the rate of from four to five knots. 

The Egyptian and black geese were the only things in 
the bird way we saw worth noticing ; only one hippopo* 
tamus, and nothing in the shape of a beast oa shore. 
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The land giadoally became higher and more woody, 
and the Morambara Mountain, with the smaller hilb 
at ite base, stood oat in bold relief, affording us a great 
treat, patting me in mind of monntain home nod dear 
old North Wales ; one's spirits seem to rise on gaining 
elevated gromid, mountain scenery has always this effect 
on me. This mountain is about 4000 feet high, and only 
eighteen miles from the mouth of the Shire, so that we 
might reach its base had we been disposed to make the 
attempt. 

During the last two hours of our journey we have 
been soaked with rain, and are therefore glad to find 
ourselves at Chapanga House. This is the last of the 
subetautial old Portuguese stone buildings on this river ; 
it stands on the left bank, on a gentle elevation, about 
200 yards from the water's edge. It is only one storey 
high, and without chimneys, but tiled in the most 
civilized manner and fronted with a convenient portico. 
The Landenes, a superior tribe of Kaffirs, have en- 
deavoured to bum it, bat, fortunately, have failed. 
The old place is surrounded by quaint timber ; one tree, 
a Barbara, measures seventy-^ve feet in circumference.* 
We have a little respect for the old place, one of 
Captain Owen's officers havmg died here about the 
year 1821. 

This unlimited estate la at present rented by the 
Governor of Quillimane, who pays about 300 dollars 
per annnm to his Government, and twice that sum a 
year as tribute to the Landenes, who make regular calls 
for the same. The land appears to have been once 

* Hn. LiTingatone U boned under thii tree. Little did we think of 
this whet) we visited it at thi* time, when poor H&. Bobeit woa in 
perbct heallh, taking ft wftlk with her hnibftud netti the ap«t. 
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highly cultivated, but no care has been taken of it for 
at least thirty-five years. There are orange, lemon, 
and mangoe trees still standing, but the latter are 
growing so densely as to weaken them considerably, 
many of them bearing very little fruit. 

The estate is valued for its giant timber and precious 
trees of ebony, Lignum viiss, iron-wood, teak, a kind of 
rosewood, and the Macoondah Coondah, the latter from 
ten to twelve feet in diameter, with which the natives 
make their large canoes, to carry from four to six tons, 
and which is excellent for Bhip-building purposes. 

It is rather pleasant to find oneself in a solid stone 
house in this land of miserable wigwams ; it, moreover, 
marks the track of Portuguese enterprize, and leads one 
to think of her once truly enterpriziug pioneers, I 
believe the house is at least a century old, for most 
of the rafters, though of Lignum vUx, are rotten, but 
the beams of iron-wood are quite sound. 

Altogether Chapanga estate is a noble one, I should 
think unsurpassed for extent and richness. In the 
hands of a party of Englishmen or Scotchmen it would 
yield fortunes, but it ia rapidly being reclaimed by the 
brute creation. 

After a change of clothes and a cup of tea we turn 
into one of the rooms, a bare interior, having nothing 
but four stout walls and an earthen floor. We hoped 
for a night's rest, but were soon reminded that we had 
reckoned without our unbidden guests — the mosquitoes. 

20th FAruary. — After breakfast we sally forth in 
quest of old trees, and employ the forenoon felling 
them, raising blisters and appetites ; the former more 
easily got under than the latter, for, as bad luck will 
have it, we find that the steward has only packed suf- 
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ficient rations fur one day instead of two or three, so we 
have to study economy. Unfortunately, in consequence 
of a late visit of the Landenes, the little village has 
been denuded of eTeiything in the shape of animal 
food ; in fact we cannot buy anything, I only wonder 
how the natives manage to live ; what we see is prin- 
cipally millet-cakes, a most sickly kind of food. 

The village is very clean and orderly, the huts neat 
little reed buildings, surrounded by square high fences. 
The inhabitants appear rather industrious, as compared 
with those we have recently seen. We found the vil- 
li^ blacksmith, with his primitive goat's-skin bellows, 
"under a spreading chesnut-tree," converting his native 
iron into implements of daily use, actually making a 
pair of scales. Nearly all the male population were 
eager to assist in the wood cutting, and worked well for 
a long time, so that by noon we had Elled a large canoe 
with logs of ebony and Lignum vita, and despatched hei 
to the ship. 

A peculiar native arrives and volunteers his services ; 
he is well known to the " Pioneers " by the name of 
"Scissors." He is a sharp fellow, and deserves his 
niune, doubtless, from intercourse with Europeans. His 
coal-black hair is the most remarkable part of bim, and 
seems to be his peculiar vanity, as he plaits it with 
great taste. I open two Sogers to him, which he un- 
derstands, Baying in answer, " Oh, yes; Scissors here, 
ScieeoTs there, Scissors everywhere," running his two 
fingers up my coat 

In the evening P and I walked down to the side 

of a decayed village, about two mUes to the eastward, 
where we found the remnanta of an estate owned by 
Vienna's father. We found only one hut standing but 
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an eztenuTe, half-wild orchard coDtaining mangoes, 
lemons, orangeB, papaw, and gnavaa in great nombets, 
nearly all heavily laden. They appeared to be the le- 
mains of a Tsry fine orchard, that had once been taken 
great care of. Several orange-trees had on them signs 
of grafting. After filling our berchieia and havresacks 
with &uit, we strode back ; nnmerous wood-pigeons in 
the trees calling our attention to their roostlng-plaoes, 
and giving us the prospect of a dinner to-morrow, at 
least. 

2l«t F^numj. — Last night P and I slept well 

under one mosquito curtain, taking great precautions on 
entering : our bed of ierra frma, with sandry awkward 
holes in it, was not one of down, but being under a 
mosquito curtain and hearing the enemy buzzdng outside, 
was sufficient charm of itself to [nil us to sleep. 

Not forgetting yesterday's hint of a pigeon dinner, 

F and I shouldered our rifles in the absence of 

fowling-pieces, and walked into the wood near the 
house ; but after shooting one our attention was drawn 
to a tree I&den with luscious mangoes. With yivid 
recollections of schoolboy days and sunny orchards we 
mounted to the highest branches, and thence showered 

down the delicious fruit on the head of B below, who 

did nothing hut devour the choicest As we erpected — 
for robbing a fruit tree would he void of interest if it 
were not forbidden — the sour Portuguese in chaige of 
the house got scent of oar doings, came down upon us 
unawares and began to growl. I don't think we should 
bare stayed to argue the point if he had been an Eng- 
lish proprietor armed vrith a stout whip, bnt as he waa 
unarmed we tried to impress him with the idea that being 
strangers in the land and his guests (that is, we had 
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tt^en poseession of the house in the coolest manner), he 
ought to hare placed a dish of the said fniit before us 
every morning, bat baring foiled in this act of hospi- 
tality, and not wishing the house to hare a bad name, 
we had taken the liberty of helping ourselves after the 
fashion of English schoolboys. The stupid fellow could 
not be peisnaded to look at it in this light, so we offered 
him some of the spoil, which had the effect of driving 
him away very wrath. 

Two Landenes came to look at us this morning. One 
was a fine strong, mauly-lookiug savage. His dreas 
consisted of moukey-skias hanging about bis loins. A 
feather was stuck on each side of his beard and one in 
his hair. Bound his wrists and half way down his 
elbows he wore rings of burnished iron. Bomid his 
neck, his ears, and over the top of his head and round 
his loins he wore hair from elephants' tails. He carried 
three or four assegais. His companion, or servant, was 
not quite so fantastically got up, and was evidently of 
negro blood, taken when young into the Landene tril)e 
— a common occurrence with these warriors. When 
attacking other tribes they kill the aged and preserve 
the very young to invigorate and perpetuate their own 
tribe. The Landenes are but Zulu Kaffirs and inhabit 
the country from Natal to Zambesi, and are lords of the 
soil on the left bank of this river, exacting tribute from 
the Portuguese and others with great r^ularity. When 
beside the negro they offer a great contrast, showing a 
great superiority ; in fact the Landenes are as warlike 
as their brethren further south, and have given the 
Portuguese as much trouble as the others have given 
us. 

A negro boy appeared this morning with the " merry- 



bv Google 



226 A CRUISE IS THE "OOROON." 

thought " of a fowl through one ear, and a common iron 
nail through the other, by way of ornament 

We have despatched another canoe-load of wood to 
the ship, in hopes of getting her up thoB far, but ehe 
seems disinclined to move. Her prepress appears to 
become slower every day, and I have with great regret 
given np all thoughts of reaching the Falls. Soon I 
shall think of our journey bach, but with much sorrow, 
for as yet we have seen nothing compared with what we 
expected. 

The natives, old and young, cut and carry our wood, 
many bringing bundles from some distance. They 
appear very good-nntured, for whenever given anj-thing, 
even the smallest trifle, always share it with those im- 
mediately around them. I have seen a mouthful of 
brandy-and-water sipped by five or six. Moreover, they 
• are very grateful, and acknowledge a gift, however 
small, by drawing the right foot back, and when very 
thanldul press the left side. 

In the morning we take the names of the men who 
volunteer to cat wood, and at noon and evening asaem- 
ble them to receive their reward. Coin is no good hece, 
coloured cotton staff is its substitute. Dungaree, white 
American, and the commonest handkerchief are liked 
best, and of these not the gaudiest but generally the 
thickest. The manufacturers of these, retailers at Man- 
chester and elsewhere, cheat these poor simple creatures 
by thickening the cotton with starch and other such stuff. 

For one day's work we pay them about a yard of 
cotton (equal in England to about 2^d.), for one load of 
wood half-a-yard. They enjoy haggling over an inch, 
and appear perfectly gatigfied when they oblige you to 
split the difference, which is pure vanity on their part. 
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p_ — and I easajed to meaaare the large Barbara 
tree measured by Captain Owen in 1825, and then 
foaod to be about sixty feet In circnrnference. After 
tying aereral Btrips of cane tc^ether for this purpose 
we separated to circumnavigate it, but accidentally turn- 
ing over a liomets' nest, were soon surrounded and 
driren away by them. I strongly objected to retorn, 
and so did not ascertain if the tree bad increased in 
bulk, but left this to be determined by ftitnre travelleTS 
less sensitive tu hornets' stings. 

The "Pioneer" has not shown herself yet, although 
we have sent down sufficient vrood to carry her over the 
dozen miles between as. Her engines are in very bad 
order, and appear to have been very much neglected. 
She is supposed to steam ten knots ; against a three- 
knot current she certainly ought to do five or six knots : 
instead of which she does not do one, and that only with 
a fair wind and sail set. 

Situated at Chapanga House, in the land of famine, 
oar provisions all out excepting one pot of preserved 
meats, ours is not a very enviable position, especially as 
there is no beating a retreat. Mr. Charles Livingstone 
and the others propose retoming to the ship overland. 
We could possibly get opposite to her, as she is on the 
other shore ; but iben the river in that part is quite a 
mile broad, and we should neither be seen nor heard. 
I don't mind trying what hunger is, but, I dare say, 
after two days I should cry peeeavt I 

22ru2 Felmiary. — The natives bring ns seven eggs ; 
this, with onr only tin of preserved meat, is the last of 
our stock, and on which we make a hearty meal. After 
breakfast pay another visit to the mango tree, much to 
the disgust of the proprietor. 
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The natives have a naety habit of taking Bnnff, which 
they carry in a little calabash made fast to their loina. 

This morning I bought a necklace of scented roots, 
worn by the young girls as a token of virginity. 

As there is but a vagne chance of the "Pioneer" 
reaching this place to-morrow, still less of our having 
anything to keep the inner man in a tolerably satisfied 
state, we packed up goods and chattels, and having 
luckily espied a canoe eng^ed it to carry iis down ; so 
bidding adieu to Chapanga House floated donn wi^ the 
strong current. We met the ship straggling np under 
sail and steam, and tried to cross to her ; but owing to 
the tbick>headedneBs of the black coxswain and the frail 
nature of the canoe, which could not be paddled against 
a strong current and wind, we were drifting past, our 
signals unnoticed, and with every prospect of a night at 
Vieriuas, some five miles to leewanl, when luckily we 
met the gig, which had been despatched for wood when 
the ship got under way. So getting into her we were 
soon across the stream and on board the little shij^ 
which was now at anchor. We were better for the 
change, and had a more grateful sense of her comforts. 

23rd FAruary. — Last night with our arrival, having 
received a little wood by the gig, we got under way and 
made another effort towards reaching Chapanga, and 
aft£r the most strenuous eflbrta (^in anchored, 500 
yards ahead of our former position. What with the 
current, the want of fuel, and the bad state of the engines, 
our hopes of reachmg even the moutli of the Shire are 
at their lowest ebb. The ship has been four days doing 
eight miles, and is now only about lUO miles from 
the entrance, not doing our seven miles a day from 
starting. 
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Sunday on board the " Pioneer " is not observed quite 
BO strictly as I expected ; taking into consideration the 
semi- reverend title and profession of her captain, his 
foimer Clericfil life, missionary professions, &c., I cannot 
account for it Whether I am coDsidered tincharitable 
or not, I think Dr. LivingstoDe's feelings hare under- 
gone a change, and his fame as a traTeller has eclipsed 
that as 8 missionary. 

I could not imagine the Doctor to be the author 
of "Travels in South Africa," but from his appearance 
I could veil imagine* him to have accomplished all 
therein stated. He has the appearance and knowledge 
of a practical, hard-woridng man ; he speaks slonly and 
with some difficulty, not posaesstng much fluency of 
speech, perhaps from long residence in Africa. To 
obtain his attention and to see him really at home, we 
must talk of Africa, we are then edified and amused, 
but this is the case on scarcely any other subject. In 
&ct I call him a peTsevering, resolute, hard-working 
pioneer. 

In the afternoon we get under way, and in couse- 
qaence of reefing the floats about four inches, which 
was of coarse equivalent to decreasing our draught of 
water, we steamed much better, getting within 500 
yards of Chapanga House, and there anchoring. At this 
place the current runs at the rate of about five knota. 

24fA FArwtry. — Last night Dr. Liyingstone, by the 

advice of S. , determined to unload the paddlers and 

load their boilers, as the trees, from their proximity to 
the water, offered great advantages for rigging, &c The 
place was also an excellent one to re-embark them ; we 
had also the advantage of using our boats for carrying 
fuel ; all very wise reasons, iu which we concurred, especi- 



3 by Google 



no A CEVISE IN THE "OOSGON." 

ally as it opened to ub a prospect of reaching the month 
of the Shii^ after all our disappointments. So, early this 
sfloTQOOD, a large mango tree, growing close to the water 
is tued B8 B derrick, the boats hrought under it, and by 
Bbeer hauling the boilers are lifted and rolled out of one 
boat, which constitutes a day's work. Some of the 
natiTee willingly assisted in the hauling, while others 
made the forest resound with strokes of their axes to 
provide wood, eager to earn the trifling payment, namely, 
some pieces of Amarican cotton. Our men are as pleased 
as the natives at the novel mode of paying our labourers ; 
the latter are overjoyed on becoming possesaors of the 
gaudy doth. 

Two of the maid-servants lauded for a stroll, and held 
formal court in the for^t ; the natives coming before 
them and doing profound homage, oonsidering them 
wondrous beautifol, goddesses or queens. 

25th February. — Since yesterday morning we have 
disembarked both boilers and sections liom the boats 
and filled the latter with wood, which appears to be a 
far more suitable cai^o than the iron-work. 

About 4 p.ll. raise steam and pick up another heap 
of logs lying on the bank directly opposite to Chapanga 
House, ihe result of our labours before we were driven 
away by famine. I land and pay a visit to my old friend 
the semi-Chinese, who, after stretching his mouth from 
ear to ear and closing his tiny long eyes with laughter, 
mumbles in his outlandish lingo something like " Mango 
j'acabo ** (mangoes finished). 

Our men, desiring some ooooa-nuts, astonish the 
natives by their method of procuring them ; for instead 
of performing the monkey-like operation of climlHDg 
such a giddy height, they quickly knock down above 
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forty with aa Enfield rifie ball. I must otm that shootiog 
cocoa-nuta was a novel kind of sport to most of na. 

One of the loveliest sunsets I have ever seen occurred 
this evening. The sky was a delicate magenta, and tinged 
the river and the trees on its banks with its beautiful 
hue. The many eddies and ripples sparkled, the 
neutral-tinted hills stood out clear and well defined, 
and finally the mt^enta colonr changed to a mellow 
orange, which, seen through the graceful palm-trees, 
made up a meet enchanting picture. 

We l»ve very great difficulty in weighing the anchors, 
on account of the rocky bottom. The current is only 
running at fonr knots, and yet with full power we cannot 
take the strain off the cables. By the pereeveriDg efforts 
of Mr. Young, our gimnerj who has volunteered to take 
charge of the " Lady Nyassa," we managed to lift both 
anchors, but not until it was too dark to proceed. So after 
dodging about and no end of. " hard-a-port," " hard- 
astarboard," "starboard,"" put," &c., we drop our anchor 
amongst the long grass on the left bank of the river, 
about 500 'yards to leeward of our former position. 

Nothing disturbed the Btillnees of the night, save the 
muffled bellow of some thirsty old buffalo approaching 
the river for a drink, and smelling danger. 

2(WA F^mumf. — Our energetic gunner has been up 
at daylight, and by breakfast has brought from the 
shore our last heap of wood in six boat-loads ; and so at 
9 A.H. we are again tr3ring to stem the giddy swift 
current ; first trying the left bank, then the other, and 
lastly the centre. Finding the first deep, but current 
strong, the second just the contrary, and the last a 
bad as the first ; and, to make matters worse, the poor 
neglected engines, after struggling hard, almrat come to 
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a standetill; and finding ourselyes losing ground, we 
drop the anchor about 700 yards ahead of Chaponga 
House. 

I was not at all eorprised to day to see the head 
Johanna man of the "Pioneer" coolly disregard Dr. 
LiTingefone's orders, but it was too great a breach of 
discipline for us naval fellows to witness ; and one of 
our officers jumped down from the bridge, took three 
marines, singled out the mutineer, and while the marines 
held him, took a thick rope's end and belaboured the 
pascal soundly. He at first cried out, " I wish to be 
licked! G!o on, I'll get Johanna men to kill yonl" 
and such like ; but the officer's blood was up, and he 
did not rest until only cries for mercy were heard. 
The other blacks, cowed by this example, immediately 
went to work, and we heard no more of mutiny. 

At 4 P.U. once more, but with little hope, the 
anchor is weighed; and after an ineffectual effort to 
stem the carieuti which is not more than 3^ knots, vre 
anchor again, not one inch farther on our way. 

I cannot help thinking that with a httle pfirseveranoe 
we might have got more forward, especially as in the 
evening the gentle little sea-breeze is not always taken 
fiill advantage of. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

Fetlisg timber agslnit time — A Tiait to b village through a (bueat — 
The natiTeB' amazemaDt on leeuig a female Enrapeaii— The " Xady 
Nya**" — Diaappointment in not finding game— Great joy amon^ 
Qe at the prospect of retaining to tbe old " Qorgon "—Our hut dinner 
with tbe pioneetB— The adien—We anchor off Vierlon'E— The old 
lellow'i hoqutaUtj — The wish for bis taalf-oasleion — Tbe bloe-jaokef ■ 



27th F^tmary, — I have rarely, if ever, seen a man so 
easily led as Dr. LivingstODe. He has been persaaded to 
disembark a number of tbe sections to lighten the ship, 
and without coDsidering why and wherefore : so at six 
this moniing we drop down with the cnrrent^ giving up 
the little we hare gained at a cost of so much fuel, 
time, and labour. Again, at 9 A.H., when the ship has 
been got alongside the bank, and eTerythiug in readi- 
neea to rear shears, &c., the doctor is again advised to 
change his mind, and thinks we had better not get any- 
thing out ; and, finally, an hour afterwards, determines 
to land as much as possible. 

In the forenoon we are unloading the ship, cutting 
down trees, &c. I hare rather a tough job in felling an 
awkward tree which I am bound to do in two bouts, but 
which I accomplish in a hour and a half, and am bathed 
in perapiration. I send for soap, strip at the water's 
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edge, and wash all the things I had on, and while they 
are drying in the hot eaa, have a good wash myself. I 
shortly find I am breaking out in the Zambesi rash, a 
lot of nasty little sores, which speedily become bliBteis 
and burst. 

In the evening, Jessie (a servant attached to the 
missioD), and several officers trudge through a forest 
to a village about three miles distant, in all respects 
similar to that at Chapanga, only smaller. We ex- 
pected to find it inhabited by Landenes, but found 
they had gone a little farther inland, and to have pro- 
longed our walk that far would have been too much for 
us. At the appearance of Jessie, the women, some with 
children on tiieir backs, others crushing millet, &c^ 
ehonied and fled in every direction, and it was not 
until some more courageous male (who had evidently 
Been her before at Chapanga) called to them, that they 
returned and, gaining confidence, crowded around her, 
and stared with wonder, awe-struck when we explained 
that our women had hair reaching to the knees, and 
comparing it to their short grizzly wool. This little 
village showed signs of industry in its fields of millet, 
its maize and melon plantations, and patches of cassava. 

The country round about was very woody ; we rect^ 
nised the ebony-tree amongst others. The scenery was 
pretty, for being a rising ground we saw far down into 
the plains beyond ; forest after forest appearing in Uie 
distance. The cool of the evening, the songs of many 
musical birds, the homely coo and burr of the wood- 
pigeon, and the sweet fragrance of the herbs around, 
refVeshed and delighted ns, and made us glad we had 
walked thus fw. The natives had nothing to sell ; in 
fact, the Landen^ had walked off with everything 
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^ood, and it was rare to see more than one hen and a 
few litUe onea at a hut. Millet and maize appeared to 
be almost the sole support of life, and on which the 
natives seemed to thrive as iar as outward appearances 
went, but they were all really very weak. Although 
not understanding a word of each others' lingo we got 
OD famously, they having great knowledge of signs. 
Uoroover, they are so easily amused that even to fail in 
pronouncitJg one of their words will convulse them with 
laughter. So after distributing beads we parted good 
friends, biddiug farewell by clapping of hands; and 
having refreshed ourselves witli numerous water-melons, 
strolled back like young bucks, arriving on board 
benefited by the walk, quite forgetting the mosquitoes. 

2SfA FArwtry. — We have landed the large waggon 
and the funnel of the " Lady Kyassa," which has a de- 
cieaeed draught of water an inch forward and one^ghth 
aft. Until afternoon employed taking in wood; and 
about 4 F.1L for once make a saecessfnl effort to 
move, steaming at foil speed with sails set — ^thanks to 
the assistaDce of B ■ ■ , who has devoted an hour or two 
to putting things square in the engine-room ; had he 
done so two days i^, we should have been in the Shirit 
by this time ; however, this only shows the " Pioneer's " 
weak point 

Day by day the river has deepened, and consequently 
increased the strength of current, but at the same time 
allowing ns to go over the shallows where the current 
was always weak. By dark we had accomplished six 
mjlea, and anchored. 

[j?d by exaggerated accounts to think that the wilds 
on both banks of the Zambesi were literally alive with 
game of all kinds, I felt disappointed on not seeing 
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even one beast all the way up ; and I am told thut it 
is difficalt to find anything even np the Shir^ to the 
Falls. The shooting grounds appear to be many miles 
in th^ interior; hut on the lands bordering the sea 
herds are to be found, as proved at Congoni and East 
Luabo. 

While sleeping on deck at midnight the rain came 
down drenchingly and Boused me well, bedding to boot, 
before I could pack up and rash below. 

Iri March. — Still at anchor ^xntt six miles above 
Chapanga. This being the day of our return, there is 
uncommon rejoicing among our men, who have visions 
of sound sleep and no mosquitoes ; besides, Dumbers 
. have had the river fever very badly, brought on by 
exposure to the sun by day, and mosquitoes by night. 
It is really great fun to see with what alacrity they 
pack up their traps. Our boatswain is particularly glad 
to return, jumping about like a madman for very joy ; 

and having beard from K that we start at 3 P.M., 

voira to give us only an hour to dinner, and at the 
end of that time to ring peals of six bells until we rise. 

Our last dinner with the " Pioneers " passes very 
jollily, for although we have been disappointed, all have 
been exceedingly kind to us, which has sown the seeds 
of friendship, and therefore makes us sorry to part. 

No end of pretty speeches and toasts are made : K 

proposes Dr. Livingstone, who returns thanks, saying 
he is much obliged for our assistance, without which he 
would have been " up a tree." With my usual ill-luck, 
I am let in for proposing the health of Mrs. Livingstone. 
Coming so suddenly I was very unprepared, just think- 
ing what a jolly fellow Dr. Meller is, and having little 
really to say, b^;an with stupid flattery and high com- 
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plimeots, holding her up to a giddy height for bo de- 
votedly following Dr. liriDgstone ; but, beginning thns, 
towards the middle and end I found myself splutteriog 
and talking a great deal of disconnected nonsense, and 
when too late remembering the old saying of " When 
you're nothing to say, don't say it." So I sat down 
rather ashamed of myself, and thinking what a great 
ass I must appear to all, more especially to Dr. Living- 
stone — for the lady in question of course did not pay 
attention to it. I felt I had been insincere to speak in 
such a manner, and regretted I did not show better sense 
by saying half-a-dozen plain, manly words to the point. 
" Ettperientia docet," 

All the " Pioneers " assemble on the paddle-boxes, and 
on our pushing off loudly respond to our thundering 
cheers, which we keep up until beyond hearing distance, 
catching the last faint sound of a cheer from the intrepid 
"Pioneers" on rounding a poiut, when we entirely lose 
sight of her, and are borne down the river at a rapid 
speed. 

Although glad of having been up the river thns far, 
I am not at all sorry to return : the scenery is so un- 
interesting, and the whole cruise so barren of excite- 
ment and amusement, that I feel glad to be on my 
way to the dear old " Gorgon," to have the comforte 
of my little cabin and books, complete rest, and enjoy- 
ment of order and quiet thought. 

The joy of our men on returning is great ; they sing as 
if they had just had a glass of grog, and were in sure 
expectation of another. 

We find the river risen at least three feet since the 
jonmey up. 

Just before dark anchor off Vieriua's ; land, and par- 
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take of the old slaver's rough hospitality, which never 
extends further than a cup of bad tea, and we are not 
long in collecting the wherewithal for a good supper. 

Bather amused at Yierina's anxiety to launch his 
little half-caste son into the world, wishing Captain 

W to take him on board the " Goigon," to teach 

him to be an Englishman and a useful servant ; for, says 
Vierina, by-and-by he will return and be made Enffliah 
Oonaal in the Zambesi. Having thus an object in view, 
the Setior became more hospitable, placing his cups and 
saucers and cooking-utensils at our disposal. 

2nd S^reh, Sttnday. — Vierina sold our men gallons of 
liquor in the sliape of bad port-wine, the consequence was 
they got rather the worse for it, and Vienna's house was 
clamorously stormed for more to drink. Two elephant's 
tusks were missing from beneath the shed where we 
slept, and were found concealed in the bow of the star> 
board paddler; of course, the thief could not be dis- 
covered, because, 1 believe, the majority of the boat's 
crew were accomplices ; but it is to be hoped that all 
will be puni:4hed most severely on arrival on board. 

Last night before turning in, feeling sure (from my 
experience of the blue-jackets) that such a disgraceful 
act migbt be expected, I expressed an opinion to that 
effect, which was good-natnredly onheed^. 

Vierina sent down to Hasaro, and at nine this morn- 
ing a Portuguese officer arrived with a dozen soldiers, 
" booted and spurred," and our men were assembled to 
hear the commanding officer's opinion of the robbMy 
(the Portuguese looked very much frightened on seeing 
themselves amongst so many stalwart English sailors), 
and for once I felt sorry I was a " Gorgon," and wished 
myself miles away. 
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Yierina wrote to Dr. LiviiigstoDe, detailing these dis- 
graceful procee'lings, so that by this time the aews has 
travelled far up the Zambesi, and the simple black will 
learn to close bis hut against any one wearing the garb 
of an Eugliah sailor for the future. 

During our absence up the river, Vierhia has been 
busily employed procuring stock for the ship, and we 
find tliat we have to take down two fat bullocks, twenty 
goats and sheep, two dozen of fowls, thirteen bags of 
calavances, thirteen bags of rice, and fifty-five pounds 
of bees'-wai. We had great difficulty iu securing and 
embarking the bullocks, our men appearing very much 
afraid of them, to the great amusement of the niggers, 
who ultimately shamed them. 

During an experience of six years and a half, the 
character of the blue-jackets never fell so low in my 
estimation as on this cmise. From the British seamen 
of the Black Sea fieet of 1854, our men are as different 
as black and white. The majority of them, though 
well fed, and cared for, and indulged to a fault, have 
been a mutinous, growling, swearing, discontented, dis- 
respectful rabble, having as Utile regard for each other 
as for their ofGcers, always quarrelling most venomously 
with their shipmates; like great bullies, threatening 
each other continually, but never carrying their threats 
into execution. They stand and look at their officers 
working like menials, yet never volunteer to assist 

Not speaking Portuguese, we were very disadvantage- 
onsly situated with regard to the elephants' tusks ; but, 
nevertheless, arranged matters so far, that Vierina 
laughed and said it was bis own fault for making the 
men drunk; and the Portuguese officer, while break- 
fasting with us, joined nith him in considering the 
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whole a blue-jackets' spree, wbich, slthoagh pleasant 
encnigli for na, was only throwing a veil over the affaii. 

We found two canoes of coal waiting here en route to 
the " Pioneer," bo that we can now wish for her success 
in reaching the Falls with some probability of our hopes 
being realized. 

Having got the bullocks, &c., on board, accompanied 
by the Portuguese officer, who accepted a passage to 
Masaro, we left Vierina's at 10 a.m., and were once more 
wafted along with the current towards East Loabo, 
much to the joy of every one. On our way, meeting the 
Governor of Quillimane's boat, and also Seiior Manama, 
en rouie to pay his respects to the potentate, we told 
the former — the podgey man before-mentioned — of our 
intention to occupy his house for the night, in which 
cool proposition he kindly acquiesced ; but on reaching 
his settlement in the evening, found his servants faith- 
ful enough to refuse us admittance, having evidently 
an eye to their master's interest So after looking 
round the place (in ' the absence of Manama), we re- 
gained our boats, and pushed off from the shore, coming 
to at dark in mid-channel, and there sleeping under the 
canopy of the starry heavens. 

Our faces were moistened by heavy dew, but the 
iajurious efifects of this we counterbalani^d the following 
morning by a dose of quinine. We have three men 
with fever, and having no doctor, have to administer to 
the best of our knowledge. 

At midnight, P 's boat was carried down the 

stream by a huge floating island, and we picked him up 
the following morning somewhat amazed at his change 
of position. 

Srd Mart^ — At daylight we all. awoke very much 
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refresbed ; and, finding the rirer swollen at least nine 
feet since our ascent, waded about the inundated shal- 
Iowa after wild geese, ducks, &c. I shot one of the 
latter with .a buUet at about sixty yards. There are 
numbers of Egyptian and block geese, the former are 
very peculiar, being of a greyish-brown colour, and 
baring long legs, and as graceful as one of its family 
can possibly be. One of our fellows, regardless of alli- 
gators and the ugly monsters of the riTer, waded up to 
his middle, had a ^ot at a flock, and wounded one, but 
not mortally ; so his labour was lest, for if these birds 
are left with a spark of life, it is only vexation of spirit 
to attempt their capture. 

There is no controlling the hasty spirit of our boat- 
swain, who, having the phantoms of mosquitoes for ever 
haunting him, takes undue advantage of being coxswain, 
and carries us rapidly over the water, regardless of our 
taste for shooting, or the appetites of our goats and 
bullocks, which look most wistfully at the rich tall grass 
on the banks. 

Our passE^ down river must be rather a novel sight 
to die natives : huge ensigns flying, fiddler playing, and 
accompanied by a canoe full of native musicians. 

On Saturday night, our coxswain, in bodily fear of 
moaqoitoes, took one of the boats out to mid-<^iannel, 
and towards midnight was awoke by the load grant 
of a hippopotamus, who put his ugly head over the 
boat's gunwale and stared at him, which made him 
quake with fear, and deprived him of further rest and 
peace of mind for the night. 

We continued imder way mitil late, imagining every 
opening of a branch of the river to be the sea. Going 
close to the bushes, mosqnitoea punished ns terribly 
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and to aroid them we anchored out in mid-oliaiiael 
about 9 F.H^ out men very much fagged. We left 

F -a boat amongst tlie bushes, as his men were too 

tired to pull out ; but in tbe night saw him drifting 
dowQ at a great pace. This was the very worst night 
we had experienced, the mosquitoes were Toracions 

and innumerable. K at first joked, but afterwards 

changed his tone, continually turning over from side to 
side, saying, " 1 wouldn't mind if there were only thou- 
sands, but there are millions 1" When all was still, we 
distinctly heard the monotonous but welcome sound of 
the rolling surf on the sea-shore, and felt very glad we 
were so near our journey's end ; for, until this moment, 
we were not certain of being in the right hrauch of 
the riTet, 

ith March. — In the morning nothing could be seen of 

F 's boat. Although our men yawned incessantly 

from want of sleep, we got under way with the first 
appearance of daylight, and pulled for an hour, when 
we suddenly discerned the sea,— the welcome sea! and 
at the same time got up to the other paddler; and 
learnt that the mosquitoes had deprived the men of all 
power to make any exertion, and that they had allowed 
the current to teJce them down the river. We now 
dressed and piped to breakfast, serving out to the men 
an allowance of grog, preparatory to crossing the bar. 

After a very hasty repast, we bent to the oars, our 
only fear being, that when in the middle of the huge 
breakers, our bullock would rise from the bottom of the 
boat, and so render useless at least two oars. 

When halfway across, from the unsteady manner in 
which the boat was steered, the sea began to tumble 
in, and coats, shoes, and stockings, were tnken off in 
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readiness; but we sood pat them ob again, the bar 
being very emooth as we gained the green sea. 

There was an exciting race between the boats, and 
on getting alongside there was only half a length 
difference. 

" Once more on the deck we stand of oni own devoted craft," 

and were very glad to shake hands with our messmates, 
who looked as pale as ghosts, and as tliin as rooks ; 
while we were as brown as berries, and as fat as possible. 

Oar short abseuce had capsized our ideas of the old 
" GorgoQ ;" for some time my eyes were bewildered ; 
she was newly painted, and looked quite gay. Our 
men looked more like the crew of a phantom sliip than 
of a man-of-wur, they being very much emaciated. And 
no wonder! they had been on half allowance of provi- 
sions : only four ounces of biscuit a day for the last 
fortnight And did they not look wistfully at the fat 
bullocks and goats that we brought on board ? These 
gave them about nine days' fresh provisions, and by dint 
of a little thought, I was enabled to make the daily fare 
much more palatable ; for, in the absence of the pay- 
master and myself, little thought seems to have beeu 
given to this important point. Every one supposed the 
biscuit would last, even at the very reduced allowance, 
for about three days ; but by sifting our bread-dust, I 
made it last eleven days. 

But we are, indeed, in an awkward and uncomfort- 
able predicament; and it appears a perfect riddle to 
me, why Captain W (knowing the state of our pro- 
visions, &c.), should have prolonged his journey for no 
substantial reason, and so increased our difficulties. 
Here we are, 800 miles from Natal, 280 from Mozam- 
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bique, a stormy season, having on board only live days' 
fall allowance, abont three days' coal, and little or no 
medicine, with a sick-list of eighty, waiting for onr 
captain ; should it come on to blow we must leave the 
anchorage, and expend otu- valuable coal in gaining an 
oSBng. 

H seems to have gained flesh ; he had a narrow 

escape the other day, went into the river for sand, 
came out towards dusk, and was carried to sea by the 
current. He had a compass, but no means of procuring 
a bght, and the night was pitch dark, the sliip's lights 
could not be seen, and, to crown all, the wind blew, and 
the rain fell heavily. By lowering two buckets full of 

sand, and keeping the fore-sail on her, E thought 

to keep her stationary, and so passed the night. 

In Uie morning there was nothing in sight, but two 
sticks a long way off, for which he steered ; and how 
glad he felt when they gradually turned out to be the 
masts of the " Gorgon !" Had he not resorted to the 
expedient of lowering the buckets and keeping sul on, 
his would have been an unenviable position, being 
without water or food. . A^l^iV great exertions the ex- 
hausted crew.got on board in the afternoon. 

I had forgotten to. Bay, that in consequence of the 
differences between Dr. Livingstone and Mr, G^ddie, 
the latter had left the " Pioneer," and accompanied us 
in the boats for passage to the Cape. 

OurhopesQow'are that ourworthy captain will make 
his appearance. 

1th March, — The wind havii^ risen to a small gale, 
and the heavy sea sometimes taking all the water from 
under us, we are obliged to lift anchor and away. Ex- 
pecting something of this kind to take place, I was 
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talMng to E last night, supposing it to be, and 

suggested our going to Mozambique if the wind allowed, 
and there provisioning, in which he concurred. Now 
our anticipations baring come to pass, and the wind 
blowing a gale from the S.W., a council is Held, and 

E decides on taking advantage of the fair wind to 

run to Mozambique. Natal is out of the question, for 
we have only five days' fuU allowance of provisions, and 
to remain dodging about the offing would be to expend 
our coal anil provisions for no advantage; for should 
this gale subside by Monday, the bar will be impassable 
for at least three days, when we shall not have sufficient 
provisions to carry us anywhere, and in the meantime 
we could run to Mozambique and replenish both pro- 
visions and coal, and so save ourselves a trip to Natal 

and back, for Captain O (our senior officer) left 

orders for ns to make this journey as soon as the captain 
came on board, in order to supply the Livingstone 
expedition. And to return thus foil of everything, the 
ship's company no longer hard up, would be highly 
satisfactory to our captain, who on the way down must 
be bannt^ with visions of a starving ship's company. 
80 taking all these matters into due consideration, 

Lieutenant B steers for Mozambique ; in the mean- 

time the gale increases, driving fall on our quarter. 

Our sick-list has not diminished, and poor M , 

our assistantr-surgeoD, is at his wits' end for medicines; 
we have not even the commonest kind, and he is all bat 
driven to salt water as a purgative. Most of the cases 
are boils covering the whole body, and fever; the great 
impediment to the cure of the latter is constipation, for 
which we have no proper remedy. 

Poor P has the fever, and all the boats' crews 
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that ascended the Zambesi faare to a man encciimbed, 
excepting the captain's steward, K— — and L So in 
this gale we are very short-handed, and can scarcely 
provide against casualties. 

10th March. — The gale gradually increased to a 
storm, blew our main-sail into ribbons, and washed away 
the whaler ; the latter casualty a great calamity, for she 
was a good surf-boat, and sailed beautifully. The ship 
was knockei about very much, her port-paddle grating, 
round-house and signal-cupboard entirely nashed away. 
I never saw the old ship behave so ill in bad weather ; 
doubtless in consequence of being so short-handed we 
could not make her snug, but I must say we were 
iotalli/ unprepared for anything like such weather. While 
it lasted there was not a dry place in the ship; the 
steerage, poop, and lower decks flooded. 

12th March. — This morning arrive veiy ill with fever 
at l^Iozambique, and there lind the " Pantaloon " almost 
a wreck. It is very unfortunate, she has just arrived 

on the station, and her commander. Captain H , 

was promoted and appointed to her for services in the 
Arctic. It appears she suddenly took the ground at 
Pemba Bay, while steaming half-speed close to the land 
at night ; and the most nnfortunate part of the afiair is 
that she had no business so close to the land, as there 
is a strict Admiralty order against making the laud at 
night But they were deceived by the depth of water, 
here being plenty within a few yards of the beach. At 
all events she grounded, and was driven on a reef, and 
there remained for three weeks; her false and main 
keels knocked off, her rudder-post completely carried 
away, many holes in her sides, and her screw-shaft 
hopelessly bent. A Portuguese steamer helped her to 
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Mozambique, where she now liea, obliged to keep the 
engines going at half-speed to keep her afloat 

Oar first object is to take in proviaionB and coal ; 
in the former service I am aasieted most kindly by a 
complete stranger, Mr. A — ■-, the paymaster of the 
" Pantaloon," wlio knowing how sick I am, has so yery 
kindly proposed to include our purcliaaea in his own, 
and so render my presence on shore unnecessary. I 
shall not forget him, certainly. 

However, being very anxious on our arrival the first 
day, I get up, go on shore to engage about victualling 
the ship, but the next day suffer very much from it; in 
the night being in a dangerous state, almost unconscious. 
So I did not venture on my legs again for some time. 

We found Mozambique in much about the usual 
state — if anything, improved. Strange to say, one of 
the slaves that deserted to us some time ago, returned 
the same way to his persecutors. No one could account 
for it, as he was well treated on board ; but I think it 
was in consequence of being left alon^ his brother 
having been drafted into the "ArieL" 

IQlhManih. — This morning we leave Mozambique, and 

I am sorry to say minus poor H s clothes, some 

one havitig sent them to be washed ; but no one looked 
out for their return, and perhaps he will never regain 
them. We have often had great difficulty in regaining 
our clothes at Mozambique ; once I had to go from hut 
to hut and rummage out mine just before sailing. 

We are now en route to Johanna, where our letters 
are ; it is now nearly seven months since we received 
any. The distance, only 280 miles, is soon passed over 
with the assistance of a fair wind, the S,W. monsoon, 
and we arrive on the morning of the 21st, 
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21ii March. — Here we find the "Orestes," a long 
powerful corvette of about 1800 tons, commanded by 

Captain G . K immediately runs on shore 

for letters, but sends off to say that they hare been sent 
back to the Cape. It is impossible to describe our dis- 
appointment ; or our joy, when half-an-hour afterwards 
we saw the long wished-for bags come alongside in one 
of the boats of the "Orestes." They were soon slit 

open and the contents sorted. And Captaiu G , 

pitying our emaciated bodies, sends orders for ns to go 
direct to Congoni, then to the Cape. He came on board 
one day, and remarked that our crew looked more like 
spectres than men. 

I do not mean to say that we were really used up, 
but nine months in the Mozambique, with river and 
boat-work, has seriously affected our constitutions. 

At Johanna the cholera rages; twenty-eight natives 
have already died. The "Orestes" has lost ttro, and a 
little brig alongside one. Some say the former ship 
brouglit this dreadful epidemic here. Under these cii^ 
cumstances we provision and coal as quickly as possible, 
not forgetting the wants of the " Pioneer." 

2Srd Mareh, Sunday. — Some time sgo I mentioned 
diat there had been a political split at Johanna between 
the present Sultan and a cousin named Said Omar, 
who paid us a visit on our first arriving at Mozambique, 
to induce the captain to intercede with the present 
Sultan for permission to return to his native country, 
&om which be had been banished ten yeats. At that 
time the Sultan would not bear of it ; but now, since the 
cholera has visited the island, has allowed all political 
offenders and exiles to retam. So that Said Omar is 
now at Johanna living the life of a peaceful citizen. 
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To our surprise we foond our old roguish interpreter, 
Bollhead, aiid his eompaDion Abdallah here. They had 
both narrowly escaped losing their heads, and bad been 
half-fltarved in the prison at Lamoo, having been incar- 
cerated by order of oni Consul, Major Pelly. The 
Saltan of Johanna having written to his fellow-potentate 
at Zanzibar requesting their release, they were set at 
liberty accordingly, after having been denuded of all 
their worldly goods. Both are heartily disgusted at 
English man-of-war protection. They had been induced 
to become informers, and they consider that they have 
been handed over to the Philistines to be tortured. 
Nevertheless, both seem very glad to see us. I put a 
few dollars into Bullhead's pocket by buying from him 
three bullocks for the ship's company. 
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CHAPTEE XVII. 

liCftTing Jolumna for Coogoni — Oar Birival there— We meet with onr 
little "Crusiidei," and welcama the retltm of onr Gocmnander — Ad 
adventnie — Our araiaa up the Zambesi ends — ArriTBl at the Cape — 
The "GoiKons" are lionised— The Cape Town Mce«— The UalB;B 
and thai holiday — The lAwjera and the prise-monaj. 

24^A y^eh. — Qavitig taken in proTisions and coal 
our head is once more tamed sonthnard ; bat a foul 
wind and current have an objection to our proceeding 
without some expense of coal, eo we are obliged to eteam 
and make the best of it 

Every one ia now improving greatly in health ; the 
sick-liBt reduced to about forty, mostly fever cases, 
but none dangerous. Some of the men from the Zam- 
besi brought dowit rheumatics and fever, and both 
combined. 

Tbe wind still continuing foul, we are obliged to use 
steam, but very reluctant we are to do so, for we shall 
get no more coal until our arrival at Natal. 

2nd AprU. — We have been making the beet of our 
way from Johanna to Oongoni, all longing to see our 
absent messmates once again, to hear their adventures 
up the Zambesi and to relate our own. The winds have 
shortened our journey. Our late supply of letters has 
helped to pass the time, and here we are this afternoon 



3 by Google 



ARRIVAL OF THE "ClinSADEB." 251 

off the Congoni. Th© "Pioneer" and brig are within 
sight. We tire a gnu to attract their attention, and 
then let go the anchor. 

Thoughts and hopea are now centred oii our Zingari. ■ 
We feel they have returned, for our signal is answered 
with bond fide code flags ; and, besides, by the aid of 
glass we see the " Pioneer " endeavouring to collect 
sufficient " breath " to run over to us. 

Shortly the good little " Ci-usader " crosses the bar, 
brig in tow, and towards eTeniug passes under our stem, 
and we are bailed by the well-known voice of our chief, 
Captain W . 

It is now dark ; the boats have gone for our mess- 
mates, and we crowd about the gangway and hammock 
nettings to catch a glimpee of the returning boat 
About 8 P.M. they arrive with bad news, that all of them 
are in a sad condition. Captain W~- — ■ first arrives, 
and shakes our hands cheerfully; he appears a mere 
skeleton of his former self. Next, two dark objects are 
borne on the crossed arms of two blue-jackets ; not a 
word comes from them. The men carry their loads 
gently and mournfully, and deposit them carefully in 
the captain's cabin : they are the ladies, not dead but 

next to it. Then comes my poor friend S , clad in 

tattered flannel shirt, red fez, and worn inexpressibles. 
Hia face pale and careworn, and overgrown with hair ; 
and with a monkey-skin havresack slung over his 
shoulder. He looks the very picture of an unfortunate 
but noble beggar as he limps along towards us, and it 
is pitiful to hear him greeting us with the words, " I'm 
a cripple." We bear him below, and soon learn how 
much he and all have suffered. Our little doctor 
comes next : strange to say, far healthier-looking than 
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when be telt us. He has borne a frill share of the 
hard work, yet has escaped fever and the other ills of 

the Zamhesi. And next comes old H , jrho was left 

hehind in the p&ddle-boat ; he, too, has hod a narrow 
escape. The boats' crews briog up the rear; pole, thin, 
ODcl worn out, some of them too weak to walk. All 
these " hospital patients " (for they have this appear- 
ance) having now got on board, the boats are hoisted 
up. Jack walks his sickly chum off to the forecastle ; 
aud we with ours, rejoicing on their return, are full of 
curiosity to hear their yams. 

It will be remembered that Captain W- — , Dr. 
Bamsay, and the ladies left us on Monday, the 17th of 

February. S left us some time before to collect 

wood for the ship. I dot down his yam ; he says :— 
"After much labour we reached a place called Masaio, 
where a half-caste Fortugneee resides, named Paul Mar 
riama, who gave us a hearty welcome, and furnished the 
boat's crew with provisiooB. From this I went on to 
Mozarro, a little Airther up, and was met by the owner 
and only resident (except slavee), a Signor Vienna, a 
Portuguese. Here we got wood and sent it to the ship. 
At the next resting-place we witnessed a native dance. 
Abont a haudred natives were assembled, standing or 
dtting in a semi-drcle, about a dozen of whom were 
beating ' tom-toms,' some playing on a kind of clarionet, 
which produced a distressing sound, much lesemhhng 
the bagpipes; others clapping their hands and sing- 
ing, while ever and anon up would start a couple of 
men dressed in wild beast skins, and marked most 
grotesquely. These would go through many wild 
manceuvres ; while others would imitate a bow-and-arrow 
engagement, advancing, retreating, and dodging imagiT 
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Qaty sfaaFts. They woold now ani then rash up to ub 
most fiercely, as I thought, to shake our nerves. While 
this was going on a tiger crept out of the jangle, and 
walked off with a good-sized pig ; and in spite of poor 
Potco's squeaking, aided by the darkness, made good 
his retreat. 

" From this we poshed on to Chapanga, about ten miles 
off; and after collecting wood enough to bring the ship 
so far, retraced our stops ; but had not gone more than 
fifteen miles, when, to oar joy and surprise, we met the 

gig containing Captain W , Dr. Kamsay, and the 

ladies. ' Come along T shouted Captain W ; ' I'm off 

to the Mission Station with the ladies; the "Pioneer" 
can't get any farther. I have ten days' proTialons for 
both boats, and I am told we shall reach our destination 
in four.' Our first night was spent iu the boats ; and 
in spite of discomforts, the ladies looked pretty fresh the 
next morning. My boat's crew and I had not the 
most cheering prospect in view, for they had uot a 
change of clothing, and I had but another shirt and 
tronsers ; but there was nothing to do but to grin and 
bear it Early next morning we got ap to Chapanga, 
landed, and pitched a tent under Uie ^adow of some 
mango-trees, which was very delightful. Made and 
discussed breakfast, and afterwards prepared to enjoy 
a little siesta to fortify us for the night's work, when 
we were visited by a Kaffir chief and about twenty of 
his followers. The latter were very good-looking fellows, 
intelligent and manly, but most uncouthly dressed, 
having bat some wild quadruped's skin tied round their 
loins, but their heads were ornamented with feathers 
and gewgaws. Each carried the warlike assegai and 
club-Uke hand knob-kerrie. 
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" With tte most becoming modesty and graTity, they 
all seated themselves opposite to as in a eemi-circle, 
and with the aid of Mise MoK,, who spoke a little Zulu, 
we had an interesting palaver. They were highly 
amused at our (to them) barbarous habits ; but were not 
a little surprised when we showed them several aiiicles 
of European manufacture — such as watches, glasses, 
compasaes, &c., which they beheld with wonder and 
awe, as they did us. But when one of the ladies very 
kindly and good-naturedly let down her long hair, which 
almost touched the ground, nothing could exceed their 
astonishment. They at once rose, set up a whoop, calling 
out 'Haw I haw I' We tested their skill in throwing 
the spears at a piece of meat set up both as a target 
and prize. Though with their favourite weapon, their 
practice was not good ; at a distance of twenty or twenty- 
five yards not one could hit it; the nearest, liowever, was 
awarded the mutton. After this we decorated them with 
pieces of coloured ribbons, and were much amused at 
their extreme vanity; they marched off headed by theit 
chief, who was garnished with one of our old waistcoats, 
in Indian file, with their noses far above the level, not 
deigning to look behind at their benefactors. They 
were a fine set of men, with intelligent features, manly 
carriage, and well-proportioned limbs, ofiering a great 
contrast to their fellow-conntrymen, the negroes, whom 
they keep in feai-ful subjection, levying Irom them a 
heavy tribute ; never failing to come for their ' little 
bOls * the moment they become due ; and if the tribute 
be not forthcoming, they do not hesitate to walk off with 
anything they can lay hands on, and not uufirequently 
kidnap the people themselves. 

" The same afternoon we left this place, and pushed for 



3 by Google 



UP TSE SSISk 255 

tiie Shire. We had great di£Bculty in Bteering f^ainst 
the strong current ; however, a heavy squall of wind 
helped us along ; but, nnfortunatelj, it was accompanied 
by rain, and we were soaked thoroughly. All hands 
being wet through, we passed a most uncomfortable 
night. To the male portion of the party it mattered 
but little, for we were all pretty well seasoned ; but the 
ladies fared far worse, unsheltered as they were from the 
inclement weather, and notliing but hard boards to lie 
upon. They bore it all bravely, and at daylight they 
were tired but cheerfiiL 

*' To-ilay I shot some fine black geese, and a huge tish- 
eagle measuring seven feet from tip to tip of wings, 
with black and white body, and chocolate-colour under 
the wings. 

" The country around is not over captivating ; before 
us nothing but marshes, extending for nearly thirty 
miles, covering the entire flat which separates the Shirfe 
from the Zambesi ; bat a day or two after, the scenery 
became at once very fine, the whole features of the land 
being different Mountains could now be seen in the 
distance, like giant sentinels guarding the vast unin- 
habited land, up some two or three thousand feet. 

" One night we took a wrong passage, and found our- 
selves in the cul<le-sac of a large lagoon ; and after 
fruitless attempts in the dark to extricate ourselves, 
we anchored, hoping that the mosquitoes would have 
better manners than to molest weary benighted tra- 
vellers. But, alas! we had not been here very long 
before they swarmed off in myriads, laid siege to and 
penetrated the outworks, finally took possession of our 
bodily citadel, and began to bore holes into every con- 
ceivable part of the same, entering therein their sharp 
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proboecia, and, like young vampireei, drawing off oar 
life's claret. I never saw anything like it. Our faces 
were quite veiled by them, all sacking away most cruelly, 
and when brushed off, would return to their feast with 
a daring and perseTerance ' worthy of a better cause.' 
We bad a sleepleea weary night, and in the morning 
our faces were like plum-puddings. Our men were 
nearly driven mad, suffering tortures indescribable ; and 
but for the alligators would have jumped overbostd, 
anywhere to avoid the pest. The poor ladies were much 
to be pitied, but more to be admired, siuue they bore it 
80 bravely, much better than the men. The biting of 
the mosquitoes was only a part of the annoyance ; their 
continual buzz, resembling filly hives of bees let loose 
in a small room, kept me in continual terror, and made 
one's flesh shiver. 

" Along these marshes no natives were to be seen ; it 
was not until we got clear of them that villages came 
gradually into view. It was rather difficult to get the 
natives down to us, for they were the most timid race 
I had yet seen. So shy, that when our boats touched 
the bank, they ran away, as did the Indians in Granada 
on viewing the first locomotive pass by their wigwams, 
over the Panama line. It was only after dilly-dallying 
for a while, and thus thawing the ice of their fear, that 
they would venture near us. They then approached 
with great caution in pairs, until a number gradually 
collected, when they acquired confidence. All were 
armed with bows and arrows, spears and knives ; they 
appeared to be a fine race, and quite dandies in the 
matter of hair, every one appearing to be his own 
eoiffmir, and having his own feshion. Some tying it up 
in innumerable small knots, others introducing grass of 
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all tindfl. The womenkind were but lightly clad, with 
single loin-cloth; both men aod women tattoo con- 
siderably all oyer the body, signifying the tribe they 
belong to. 

" We had to endure the torment of another mosquito 
worry, which, together with the long confinement in the 
boats, began to tell very much on poor Miss McK., 
who has been an invalid for a very long time. She be- 
came so weak that I despaired of her reaching the 
joamey's end. On the 28^ we managed to reach the 
junction of the Kuo river, where we were led to believe 
we should meet both the Bishop and Burmp ready to 
receive the ladies; for it was their intention to be there 
in January last However, we could hear nothing of 
them : all the questioning of the natives was useless ; 
tiiey pretended that no white men had been there, and 
knew nothing of the existence of the Mission station, 
though only sixty miles off. This was most dishearten- 
ing to us, having already taken twelve days instead of 
fbor, as previously calculated to reach this place ; and 
we were out of everything. All our stores were ex- 
hansted, and nothing procorable but a few fowls and 
calavances. Not meeting these people, the difficulty 
of feeding both boats' crews, and the knowledge th^ 
the 'Gorgon' had barely a week's provisions on board, 

even at half allowance, induced Captain W to order 

me back to coUect all the provisions I cotdd ; whilst he 
pushed up the remaining forty miles to deposit the 
ladies at Chibisa, and then himself with Dr. Kirk to 
communicate with the station across country. I accord- 
ingly went about ou the 29th with my boat's crew much 
done up. We had not been long under way when 
first one and then another of the crew fell sick, until at 
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last there were ooly the sergeant of MariDes and myself 
fit for duty ; all the rest were in the bottom of the boat 
with fever, and we had 150 miles to accomplish. There 
remained but a poor choice — of plenty of hard work 
and little food, and accomplisli the distance, or to starve 
and remain in the Zambesi as food for alligators. As 
Englishmen we choBe the former, so took each an oar, 
and tugged away cheerily all day. Our strength would 
not admit of nightwork, so we always anchored at dark, 
and furnished our old enemies, the mosquitoes, with 
many good suppers, in the morning returning to work 
with a wilL Owing to the strength of the current and 
having no coxswain, we had much difficulty in keeping 
the boat clear of the numerous reeds and eddies. Our 
men were in a sad state with fever and dysentery. 
Quinine there was none, and no comforts or stimulants. 
Tea, coffee, sugar, spirits, and rice were in imagina- 
tion only. It was becoming time that we should 
reach our destination, for the men's sake and for my 
own, for it was distressing to hear them groaning, and 
yet unable to afford them the slightest relief Just at 
this time, thank Ood I we found ourselves at the entrance 
of a river, and landed at a small Portuguese station, 
where an ofBcer and about twenty men were stationed. 
By these we were treated most civilly, the officer pro- 
duced a reai hotiU of sherry and some biscuits — ambro- 
sial food indeed I and duly appreciated by famished 
men. I felt weak and done up, trembling all over. 
This good fare, and the meeting of civilized beings gave 
US new life and energy. Ho we bid our hospitable host 
good-byey and the day after fell in with the jolly little 
' Pioneer' (of happy memory), hard and last on a sand- 
bank, and there both crew and myself received ^all the 
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kindness, hoepitality, and attention that man coold give 
to a fellow-creature, and this came only just in time to 
save one of the men. In this bed of roses we soon 
forgot all the little troubles of the Zambesi, and that 
morning ate as hearty a breakfast as I ever remember 
enjoying. 

"The excitement over, fever stalked in and took 
possession ; however, thanks to a good constitution and 
kind friends, I was all right again in four or five days. 
The fever does not generally last very long, and is pretty 
readily cured if taken in time ; but it is sharp and 
prostrating while it exists, and is given to paying 
periodical visits in the shape of relapses. Leaving the 
invalids on board, I took a canoe down the river to a 
place where I knew wood could be procured for the 
ship. 

" Tbe gig returned on the lotb, bringing the ladies 
back, and also the melancholy intelligence of the death 
of both the Bishop and poor Burrup (the brother and 
husband respectively of the ladies). The state of these 
unfortunate ladies can be more readily imagined than 
described. They were like thiraty travelleiB in a great 
desert, who journey on to a certain place where they 
are sure to find water, bat on arrival find the spring 
dried up. They arrived at their journey's end full of 
hope and joy, and found nothing but sorrow. Poor 
Miss McK., an invalid, and nearly sixty years of age, 
was much to be pitied. She had dragged her weary bones 
over t>000 miles of rough sea, and had during that 
time encountored uncommon vicissitudes. She had 
made her way up the unhealthy Zambesi into the 
desolato regions (^ Africa, regardless of all difficultiee 
and discomforts, such as few of her sex can even imagine. 
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She left her dear native land, 'Bcmnie Scotland,' and 
all her friends and connections, and all for one object — 
her brother (the Bishop-missionary in Africa), to tend 
him and cherish him until death ; for he was her all in 
all on earth, and now he is gone, and she has no one 
lefL 

" Such a trying disappointment was hard indeed to 
bear ; and not one of us bat had a tear in the eye aa we 
looked upon tbem in their distress. 

" The death of the Bishop was known to those natives 
we questioned at the Buo, but they were afraid to tell 
ns. The night we stayed there we anchored as usual in 
mid-atream, which brought ns within 100 yards of 
where the good man actually lay in his grave. It was 
well his sister did not know it then. 

" After leaving me. Captain W went on to Chibisa, 

situate about seven miles below the Murcbison Falls, 
and the nearest habitable place to the Mission station ; 
there he left the ladies in charge of Dr. Bamsay, while 
he and Dr. Eirk of the 'Pioneer' tried to get over- 
land ; but when within two days' march of the place 

Captain W was attacked with fever, which nearly 

carried him off, being so far gone that bis companiona 
looked out for a grave for him. Shortly afterwards 
Eirk himself succumbed to fever, and both he and the 
captain had to be taken back to Chibisa. A messenger, 
however, went on to the station; and some of the 
gentlemen of the Mission came down. They reported 
that the Bishop and Burrup had gone to the Buo in 
January, and that on their way their canoe was npset, 
and so they lost all their medicines, clothes, &c., and 
bad to remain all night in weit clothes, which brought 
on fevw, of which the Bishop soon died, and was buried 
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in a csne-brake under a large tree by Butrup, who 
himself returned to the atation very ill ; in fact had to be 
carried across country, and in foui'dayB he died. 

" We all liked littie Burrnp, and are sorry to heat he 
is gone ; both he and the Bishop were fine specimena of 
manhood. In them tlieir friends have lost a great deal ; 
but the O.C.D. Mission, uncivilised AMca, and the world 
in general, have lost more. 

" The Zambesi, so far, is very tame. Nothing but 
banks of long rank grass, with here and there a tall, gaunt, 
Bolitary, ombrella-Iike palm-tree ; but the Shirfe is very 
different, having good scenery all the way. We found 
the marshes full of elephants and hippopotami. Many 
shots were fired, and some l^s of the former broken, 
but owing to the nature of the ground and our limited 
time, they could not be followed. In some parts of the 
river, the hippopotami are very dangerous, and not 
seldom capsize large canoes. We were one night chased 
by a hoge bull, he came roaring after ua at a fine rate, 
fortunately, a fine breeze helped us along, and ao enabled 
US to outrun the monster ; bnt the gig following close 
behind narrowly escaped what we had expected, for the 
huge brute dived, apparently with the iatention of 
rising under and smashing her, but, thanks to the fair 
wind, rose just astern somewhat disappointed. 

" Captain W 's party descended the river in the 

' Pioneer,' and on arrival at Congoni were, of course, 

much surprised not to see the old ' Gorgon ;' but H , 

who was left behind in the paddle^-boat, explained mat- 
ters. Poor H' nearly lost bis life trying to cross 

the bar, hia boat capsized in the surf, about t^«e miles 
from the nearest land, and he and another man, being 
unable to 8wim, sunk, but were fished up by two of 
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our iaithful Eroo men, who placed them in the hoat 
aod kept Uiem there for three long honra, until tha 
tide returned them %6 the E^ore." 

Thus ends our cruise up the Zamhesi. We are glad 
to hare our fellowB once more amongst us, and for the 
sake of all, are happy that we are en route to the Cape ; 
for all are more or less feTer-stiicken and weak. Every 
day now hrings us hetter air; gradually we lose the 
sickening, clammy Mozambique climate, and gain better 
spirits. The ladies are getting better, although they ate 
yet mere skeletons. Poor Mrs. Burrup, amongst other 
ills, is covered with boils and ulcers ; hut, with all these 
misfortunes, she has still a smile for those who seem 
down-hearted. 

The following lines are &om the pen of our doctor, 
who thus gives vent to his feelings on leaving the hate- 
ful Mozambique, and the prospect of tasting the sweets 
of Cape Town after the bitters of the other place : — 

ON LEATINQ MOZAMBrQUE. 



Nine monthB tluoe June we've been ia Mozftmbique 
We all of ua detest this Uozambiqne : 
We hftte its ooast and cbaimel, isle and creek ; 
And any otbei station fiun would seek. 
Cnreing it day Yij day. and week by week, 
Altbo' we're serioas men, not apt to speak 
Strong Itioguage ; but we do corse Moiambiqiie — 
Ouise it witb pale lip and with hollow cbeek. 
For want of fresh proTi^ions worn and weak ; 
Became we can't get anything to eke 
Perpetual "salt junk" and "bubble and eqveak" — 
Or squeak without the " bubble," which is leek 
Or ODioas, and dou't grow in Mozambique. 
Ibeiefbre we hope the Admiral will speak 
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Striol orden, which we Bboald not dare to break, 
That we at once letiuri aod get " pratique ;" 
And in tlie Court at Cape Town to tbe baak 
Diapla; out priiea--figate-he*dB of tetA — 
And ^et tbe author of thia rbythmto &eab. 
Hie leave of absence for at least a week, 
Aftel bis misery at Mozambiqne — 
After hard linee at hateful Mozambique. 

Now, having completed provisions at Mozambique, 
we are not intimidated at the prospect of a length; 
passage to the Cape ; and in consequence of this tamely 
aapply, both officen and men are fast gaining flesh and 
spirits. The breezes now are invigorating, the ther- 
mometer gradually falling oa Hearing the Cape, this 
day at 64° Fahr. ; to us rather cold ! 

All the way the breezes continue favourable ; and 
nntil within a few days of our destination, not even a 
gale of wind discomforts us ; now, we are visited by 
heavy winds, to ns a great nuisance. The dear old 
ship straggles and wrestles with it, — dipping, rolhng, 
creaking, and wallowing about in the trough of the sea, 
occasionally receiving a severe buffet from a big wave, 
making her tremble. The next day is unusually fine, 
and the old craft shakes herself. She bears marks of 
the encounter, viz., in much bmised sides, her head- 
gear damaged, and her flappers jagged. 

I had an unpleasant duty to perform for Miss 
McK., that of making a fair copy of her brother's 
will, wherein the good man had fortunately made pro- 
visiou for sudden death, by appointing a successor to 
the Mission, and by charitably dispoeiug of his little 



2Gth AfrU. — There is always great joy on arriving 
at a port after a long cruise ; for we gain, besides " news 
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from home," a fresh Bnpply of mental as well as bodilv 
food ; we gain healthy thought and feeling, and a 
change of companions. 

Simon's Bay always appears to me a deformed place, 
crippled and stunted — why, I don't hnow ; except that 
it is a naval station without the least excitement : no 
society, poor and miserable people, surrounded hy vol- 
canic, rocky hills, without a sign of vegetable or animal 
life. 

We find the old place just as we left it. Nothing 
seems to have been done, nothing attempted. The 
small mercantile community lies dormant. The patent 
slip — the only sign of specolative energy in the place 
— is almost rusting and decaying for want of use ; and 
the railway so much talked of, the fond idea of the 
speculative, is still but a dream. 

A lighthouse has been ikrovm up, it is true, and is 
a great acquisition to the mariner, far better than the 
old Roman Bock light-ship ; but the engineer only 
warrants it to stand for three years, when it is expected 
to burst the iron hoops which surround it ; it already 
shows signs of doing so. But the greatest effort of 
industry and labour is the breakwater at Table Bay, 
which, like some mysterious monster of the deep, has 
really shown its head above water ; therefore the many 
thousands which have been expended in this work are 
at last yielding fruit. 

The old ship is now snugly moored ; and thoee who 
can obtain leave run up to Cape Town. Among the 
rest, I go, but on duty ; no less important a matter than 
putting our prizes into the Yice-Admiralty Court. So, 
loaded with no end of data of our dhow transactions, 
I take my place on board the mail-cart at 7 A.H. on a 



3 by Google 



THE "OOBaONS" LIONIZED. 266 

fine morcing, and am painfully bumped and shaken orer 
the deep Banda to the colonial city ; and to the firm of 
F, and H., of Admiralty proctor notoriety. Bat before I 
deliver myself over to the legal brethren to be dissectod, 
I must, for one day at least, siirrender to the pleastires 
aionnd me, in order to frighten the Zambesi fever Icom 
my bones. 

At the city nothing is talked of so much as the news 
brought by us concerning the Zambesi. The " Gorgon's " 
name is in every one's mouth ; we are all looked upon 
aa great and distinguished travellers, the helpers of 
explorers, promoters of science, and champions of mis- 
tionariea. Being a " Grorgon," it is scarcely comfortable 
to be seen in the streets, for a number of men in black 
coats and white neckties stop me, and, amidst half-a- 
hondred questions, proclaim themselves editors of 
papers and periodicals, anxious to obtain an account 
of our cruise and of the general intelligence that we 
hare brought ; for it would appear that the Zambesi, 
connected as it is with the African Mission and Dr. 
Livingstone's expedition, is a subject of deep interest to 
the colooiiU public. 

It is hard if we cannot find some one who can give 
a lucid account of the said cruise ; S ■ takes up the 
quill, and in a short time nearly every paper has his 
account, with additions, subtractions, and multipli- 
cations. But I am sorry to say that owing to the 
remissDess of the person to whom he gave i^ liis ac- 
count appeared in some of the papers just as he had 
hurriedly extracted it from his journal, more in the 
off-hand style of a sailor than like polite literature. 
One woold have thought that the editor would have 
taken the trouble to read it through before committing 
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it to the printer, even for hie own professional reputation. 
To cut a long matter short, this snhject lasted the Cape 
people a long time, during which the " Grorgons " were 
lionized. 

As usual, I put up at Parker's hotel, hut this time 
unfortunately ; several Indian ships having put in, en 
rovie to England, with numbers of lady -passengers, 
their train of attendant ayahs, &c. &c., and innumerable 
" small fry," the latter of the crying age. I shall never 
forget their little infantine voices, their babbling tongues, 
playful antics, their squalling, crying, screeching, and 
perpetually distracting noise, my room being in the 
corridor where they were located. At early dawn, when 
one loves to indulge in the blissful, half-dreamy, wake- 
ful sleep, and when senses were being softly wafted into- 
the r^ous of semi-insensibility, a baby-voice from "So. I 
commenced a fretful cry, taken np by No. 2, continued 
by No. 3, followed by No. 4, and so on up the whole 
length of the corridor, and returning down the other 
side, changing only according to the passion of the crier ; 
and amid the din, motherly voices could be heard com- 
forting and scolding ; but the little things would not be 
comforted however they were scolded. Having sought 
my bed after midnight, and being, for the first time for 
many months, in a cosy "four-poster," my peace of 
mind was seriously disturbed by being located so very 
near to the nursery of so large a family. 

Cape Town is quite gay. There are races, regattas, 
the circus, and the theatre going on together. In 
the former I was rather disappointed : the course is 
not very good, being a circumbendibus one, and badly 
kept; the horses are ill-looking, and the jockeys — 
ragged Hottentot boys — disgraceful ; having more the 
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appe&iftnco of May-day sweeps, they are so grotestjTiely 
got up. 

HoweTer, it ie a great occasion with the colonists : all 
go there, as Londoners go to the Derby. There ia a 
grand stand and a Tattenham Comer; but here tbeir 
likeness ceases. The winner is scarcely greeted with a 
cheer, and there is no busy hum of voices. There might 
have been shillings and pence lost and won, but I should 
scarcely think pounds; however, turfites booked their 
stnall transactions with the greatest gravity and sports- 
mau-like knowingnesa. Nearly every nwle wears big 
boots and jockey-like bi-eeches — the young swells being 
certainly faster than tbeir horses. 

To add to the fuD, two of the "Cossack's" officers rode 
in a scratch race, one of them getting an awkward spill 
and the other being nowhere. Naval officers on horseback 
always put one in mind of horse marines. But the best 
Bight of all was the Malays and their mode of holiday- 
making, in which I can scarcely imi^ine tbeir equal — 
no, not even our merry Hampton Court van-folks. 
They all turn out dressed in every colour of the rainbow, 
all so well contrasted : the women were without bon- 
nets, their black hair drawn tightly back, and knotted 
behind; their boddices white and dresses splendidly 
coloured. I saw three such seated on the back of a car, 
tbe centre one wearing a skirt of bright yellow, koA the 
two outsidea a similar garment of the most beautiful 
magenta. They were so thoroughly enjoying them- 
aelves too, although so soberly. 

Being the whipper-in of the dhow evidence, I break 
ground by telegraphing for certain " Gorgons " con- 
cerned in the capture of the prizes, who have been 
SDxioosly awaiting the message — a holiday on shore 
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being far pleasanter than refitting ship. I place before 
the proctors a fair etatement of the captures, the time, 
the place, and the mode of seiznre ; all reports, &c., 
both from the prize officers and the captain, together 
with an affidavit from the latter swearing to the seiznre, 
identity, and tonnage of the vessels ; which, after daly 
conEddering, the lawyers call before them the witnesses, 
and from them obtain the most Buiiable evidence. 
They then make out affidavits, file the same, and put 
np a challenge, outside the Sessions House, to all men 
desirous of eutering the lists against the "Gorgons." 
Having hung there a week without answer or accepta- 
tion, the said proctors take down the challenge and 
place the affidavits before the judges who, like sensible 
men, merely open their eyes widely, ask no impertinent 
questions, and finally, suiting both themselves and ns, 
condemn the veesels, and there is an end to the matter. 
Next cornea the cash, which is partly collected from 
the " Friends " who subscribe for the suppression of the 
slave trade, and the rest made up by Parliamentary 
vote, the money being finally pocketed by naval officers 
with much gusto. 

The only thing in this whole transaction that puzzles 
me is, how the lawyers manage to collect such extra- 
ordinary facts from snch small sources. They are 
wonderfully shrewd, almost m^cians, judging by the 
saddenness with which they transform the most trifling 
deeds into acts of humanity, and the slave-coffin dhows 
into huge ships. However, this is not our busmeBS. 

The best act of the &rce was the swearing in of 
the "Goigons," those furies of the Mozambique, whose 
ideal dress is made up of red worsted caps, huge belts, 
and larger buckles, Ugh-topped boots and murderooa 
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pistols, and with ferociooa connteiuuice. Dot at all like 
the meek little fellows here assembled. We are all at a 
stand-still for the Sacred Book — the learned lawyer 
looks on complacently — onr proctor has failed to dis- 
coTer one ; bnt at last, with a very grave face says, 
" Ah ! here is a ' Nanticol Bible ' " (which really was a 
" Walker's Dictionary "), on which we were all sworn 
accordingly. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

Tbirtf-uz days in borboar—The " NarcUaiu " Wtob for the Hocan- 
bique — Salules wtebanged with tha veauela io liarbour — Bomoura oa 
to ooi destinatioD — Orders for the Mauritius and Hadagnacar — Fare- 
well to Cape frienJs — Arrival atAlgoa Bay — KnfflrKraalfl — Neariug 
the HanritiuA— Port Lonw— The high peak "Peter Bott^"— The 
Mauritliia and ita city — A pleasuDt walk to the Botanical (jardaiia — 
The TfMnba of Paul and Virginia — Out Qdcch'e jvesenta to the tt'ng 
and Queen of Hadagaacat at their coronuliou. 

Id Jime, Sunday. — We have now been in harbour 
about thirty-3ix days, dumig which time much has been 
done. On arrival the sick were sent to hospital, chi^y 
fever casee, the results of our Mozambique cmising. 
Many of these men have been invalided, others have 
exchanged into different ships, so that a little change 
has been made in our small communitv. Altogether, 
both ofBcere and men are recovering their health ; the 
latter though but slowly, in conseqnence of their having 
been allowed long leave before the better climate had 
safBcieutly prepared them for the usual quantum of dis- 
sipation consequent on leava 

It is strange how the fever clings to our men. At 
times they are so well, then so iU. In the midst of 
robust health, in the very act of duty, suddenly legs and 
head give way, cold shiver sets in, and they become 
helpless. 
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Our good little doctor who weathered the Zambesi so 
well is at laet fever strickeu, and ie therefore eeut to 
hospital to be oursed. 

Although the men bare been coostaQtiy on leave, we 
bare not been altogether idle ; for the ship has been re- 
fitted, her defects made good, and the old craft cleaused, 
ornamented, and beautified. Old ^e at last begins to 
tell on her, however, and she has quite a venerable 
appearance. 

We hare a lai^e fleet of foreign men-of-war in the 
bay : two Russian corvettes, two Prussian frigates, a 
French liner and two frigates, most of them homeward 
bound. All draw considerably on our dockyard for 
stores, &c., especially the fiussians and French. The 
former found it difficult to get out their mainmast, and 
sent for the boatswain of the yard to do it for them. Our 
engineers are repairing the engines, &c., of the French 
frigate, and seem much disgusted with her rattle-trap 
machinery — holding the French engineers in contempt 
for being unable to make good their own defects. 

This morning tlie " Narcissus," with Admiral on boardr 
leaves the bay on a cmise up the Mozambique, and we 
witness rather a pretty sight. The day is unusually 
fine, scarcely a breath of air, the bay like a mill-pond, 
and, being Sunday, the ships are neatly dressed and 
quiet Precisely at 9 a.m. the noble frigate steams 
ahead, and on passing the foreigners the band plays 
their respective national airfl, in answer to which the 
first Prussian crew man rigging, and cheer, the first 
Buseian fires a salute, hoisting English Bag at main, 
and the French man the rigging and cheer, their bands 
playing " God save the Queen." But, to crown all, 
the last Frussian man her rigging, gives three hearty 
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oheere, her band playing « Rule Britannia," moet 
merrily, doubtleBS, muc^ to the disgust of our jealona 
neighbour " Johnny Crapaud." The prettiest scene 
yet remains to be sketched: the " Narcissus " returned 
the salute in fine style, with her Armstrong and other 
great guns, their loud report echoing amongst the 
mountains far away, the smoke curling round and 
banging about her sides until everything below her 
topgallant yards was enveloped iu a warlike veil, and 
there she lingered for a moment, until a shght breeze 
rendered her visible again. 

So we are left alone iu the bay, soon our turn must 
oome ; already we hear rumours of our projected depar- 
ture, some say for the Mozambique, others, on a sp^iial 
mission to Madagascar. May the last turn out right I 

In the meantime our men are busily employed un- 
loading merchant-ships, building piers, &c. 

Simon's Bay becomes very dull after a little time ; 
we soon feel quite ready to bid farewell to it, for there 
is DO amusement, and the fair sex (I hope to be for- 
given for saying so) are not charmers. 

18^ June. — Now we are once more preparing for 
sea, being bound for the Mauritius and Madagascar, to 
dehver to the new king of the latter place, Badama IL, 
sundry tokens of goodwill from our beloved Queen. 
Tbe potentate is to be carried to Tananarive, the 
capitt^, from Tamatave, a distance of about 250 miles, 
in palanquins, like a true Oriental nabob. 

The usual amount of hurry-scurry is experienced; 
&rewells are spoken and waved by many handkerchie&, 
and towards evening bounding billows and howling 
winds remind us we are at sea, and that the land lies 
far behind. 
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"A strong not'-weeter's blowing now," and a tearer 
too, for oui main-topsail has been split into many 
ribbons; the eea begins to gambol and jump most 
wickedly, and soon the elements conspire to make ns 
Tery imcomlbrtable ; the wind increases to a gale, bnt, 
fortunately, subsides the following momiag. 

22m<2 June. — After a tolerably good passage, aTeragiug- 
six knots, we arrive at Algoa Bay. This roadstead has 
a nomber of ships in it, all dreeeed out gaily ; it being 
Sunday, the merchant-akippeis delight to show the 
names and numbers of their ships at the royal-mast- 
head. There is a variety of ships, from the clumsy 
bluff-bow'd, obsolete "tea-chest" to the taut Yankee 
clipper. All speaks well for the port, indicating its 
growing export trade, principally in wooL 

As Qsaal, a strong nor'-wester is blowing, which bam 
the nnsheltered position of the bay, roughs up the 
water, and renders a wet jacket nnavoidable to those 
who land. 

The good people, evidently a majority of the popnlo^ 
tion of Algoa Bay, are at chorch, and therefore we find 
the streets empty, no one to be seen bnt the " Gorgona." 
Ererything appears to be quiet and Sngliah Simday- 
like. At I P.M. the church doors are thrown open, 
and out flow many streams of rosy-faced, fresh-Ioo^g, 
neatly-dressed, 8nnday-clad, men, women, and children, 
redolent with church goodness, and harrying home to 
their dinners. 

I was very mnch gratified on seeing this little branch 
of " John Bull's " family making their way in this nether 
end of the globe, and spreading cirilization &r and wide 
to the glory of old England. 

The pier has been much increased in length since our 
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last Tieit, bat even now it is not more than one-lalf 
finiehed, and £30,000 has been Bnnk; apparently by 
the time it is finished it viU require rebuilding. The 
town-hall, which ^as in course of building when we 
were here last, is a fine large idea of a building, but 
remains in itatu quo from want of funds. We notice 
Qotiiiug DOW in the shape of improvements, although 
conunerce has wonder&lly increased during the last 
year. 

Once more I climbed to the top of the hill overlook- 
ing the town, and read the inscription on the pyra- 
midica) monument, dedicated to the most perfect of 
her sex — "Elizabeth," after whom the town below is 
named; and I could not help admiring the loving 
husband who thought so superlatively of his, doubtless, 
hetter ha^. The rude Kaffir kraals still stand like so 
many ant-hills on the top of the high land or plateau, 
and just as dirtily swarmed as ever, saying much for 
civilisation, by contrast. In the vicinity of the town 
the land appears but little cultivated ; partly, I believe, 
because the furious north-westers nproot everything in 
tlie shape of herb or flower. 

In comparison with the Gape, articles of food were 
cheap, though rain has been scarce, and ccmaequently 
pasture somewhat dried up : but the meat wants flavour. 
We paid 4d. per pound for bread, and only Gd, per 
pound for mutton. We make but a short visit tiiia 
time, remaining only until 2 P.M., nor shonld we have 

touched here were it not that Captain W expected 

to meet bis brother. 

Day by day we feel a change in the climate, our 
bones are being gradually dried, and colds are melting 
away under the thermometer, generally at 67°. The 
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wind blows directly from the S. W., and there is a bright 
blue sky above, cheering ne greatly, and bidding lair 
for a good Toyage. 

In a dumb ^orld of sky and sea, apparently Toid of 
animated natnre, excepting ourseWes, there is little to 
note; yet, fiomebow, people occupied on the "deep" 
generally take to diaries and jonmab much more than 
their brethren on shore. The aea seems to set a man 
thinking, and fills him with sentiment. The mighty 
greatness and perpetuity of the ocean and sky remind 
ns of our pigmy selves, oar short existence, our valuable 
time, and so on ; to reflections on past, present; and 
future, especially at aolemn night, when our loneliness, 
the thought of being alone with our Maker, wraps us in 
profound meditation. But I am wandering. 

00% JuZy.— This is the 6th of July, and at daybreak 
land is reported from the mast-head ; our hearts there- 
fore rejoice, strange how they leap at the thought of 
mother earth ! as a child to its mamma. About 7 A.M, 
we are close enough to appreciate the smiling beauty 
of the bountiful mother. Hili upon hill, valley aft^ 
valley stretch away on both sides, the hills beautifully 
purpled by the morning light, the valleys freshly green 
and shadowed here and there by passing clouds. Ser- 
pontine rivers and silvery streams wind their way, 
swerving to the right and to the left, broadening and 
narrowing, but resolutely struggling downwards to the 
great sea. 

The sight of land delights every on& Far happier 
faces appear at breakfast this morning than yesterday, 
beaming forth good nature, and radiant with joy ; and 
how pleasant is our chat this morning I we are no longer 
bored by trite subjects, the scene before us is an ample 
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Fesooice, remindiDg one of fonner happiness, of travel 
ID. oar yoathfbl days, and craises on the delightM 
Mediterraneao, stndded with its Grecian and other 
beaotiful isles, its azure eea almost reflecting all that ie 
interesting in ancient and modem times. 

On hearing of the Mauritius, I had pictured to myself 
some semi-civilised sugar emporium in the Indian 
Ocean, fast decaying, like its sistdis in the West Indies; 
but, to my ntter astonishment* and as if by magic, there 
opens before me Fort Lonis, a fine *haTbour guarded by 
a strong fort bristling with guns on each side, crowded 
with shipping, and lined with docks and quays. A 
large mail steamer lies in the fair-way ready for starting. 
Ships of all sizes up to 2000 tons are closely packed ; 
the whaif-diedB are full of merchandize ; boats are ply- 
ing everywhere, and to judge }>y appearances it is one 
of the most busy places we have seen. 

The harbonr is very prettily situated, being backed 
by a high, romantio-looking, grand, mounttuuooa semi- 
cirde, commencing at the Flagstaff Hill on the right, 
suddenly running up to Peter Bott4 aud to the clouds, 
and as suddenly falling, pursuing its ragged course iax 
to the left. Its almost perpendicular &ont ia divided 
into great ravines and clefts, its base gradually sloping 
down to the fine, open, grassy plain, called the Champ- 
de-Mars, and ending in the city and harbour. The 
vast mountain front is clothed in Nature's best, to 
the sight both grand and picturesque, romantic and 
refreshing. 

The highest peak — ^Peter Bott^ — a huge piece of 
rock balanced on a conical pinnacle, — but this stands on 
the second range : there is a huge cavity in the first re- 
sembUng a stupendous port-hole for Heaven's artillery. 
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The Ch&mp-de^Mare is the exerciBe ground, and the 
lace-courae of the ManritiuB ; it is iwled off circularly, 
and a more healthful place can scarcely he imagined. As 
a lace-coorse it is w^l sitaated, being a huge nataral 
amphitheatre, the hills behind a *< grand stand" indeed ! 
where erery one, for the trouble of going there, may 
witness the races to his heart's content; bat the coarse 
itself is far out of the level. 

Horses and cattle are very scarce at the Mauritius, 
in fact, no regular breeding is carried on, bo the 
people depend on the Cape for the former, and on 
Hadagaecar for the latter. This scarcity, I fancy, 
can hardly be accounted for by climate, or bad soil ; 
the real cause is, I think, that all the available land 
ifl used for the growth of sugar, the staple commodity 
of the island. However, the turfites manage to im- 
port a few good horses, and get np tolerable races every 
year. 

The city, with ita surburbs, occupies nearly the length 
and breadth of the valley. From the Signal Hill there 
is a very fine bird's-eye view to be had of it and the 
harbour. Down in the centre we see the city wrapped 
amongst the foliage, the streets and walks regularly 
intersecting it. On the right, the grand mountains ; on 
the lefl, the harbour with its forest of masts ; and £ar 
beyond sea and sky. Over the valley, as far aa the eye 
can reach, the little hamlets struggle amongst the trees, 
the whole valley teeming with vegetation ; the dark 
patches of green offering a pretty contrast to those of 
emerald hue, the sugar plantations. 

As I said before^ the streets run parallel and at right 
angles to the sea, about 500 yards apart ; the roads are 
Tery broad and long, and macadamized ; the pavements 
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are not quite so good, but are nererthetesa creditable, 
and the cleanliness of both is striking. 

Tbe houses are mostly built of wood, very rickety 
and old-&shioned, generally having high gates and 
fiower gardens before tbem. The governor's palace is a 
bilge madhouse-like building of wood, with much ac- 
commodation, but no external beauty whatever. It is 
not at all badly situated. 

The college is a great institution, well provided with 
professors and mastets, teaching the higher branches of 
knowledge. I'here are about 300 scholars educated 
here, who are divided into three part«, forming three 
schools. Two of the bead collegians are sent yearly to 
Oxford and Cambridge ; their passage to England and 
back is paid by the colonial Government, as also the 
annual sum of £200 while there. There is also a prize 
of £1000 to be tried for annually. 

On landing on the quay, we find ourselves within the 
dock-gates — the keepers of which, clean, English-look- 
ing policemen, already favourably impress us. Passing 
through the gates, we debouch into the open square 
in the centre of which stands the full length statue of 
the £rst governor ; behind it, the carriage-stand ranged 
on both sides of the avenue of trees leading to the 
governor's house. On the right of this avenue ie the 
main guard and commissariat ofBces ; on the left, many 
shops and general stores, with tbe Oriental Bank at the 
comer. Groing behind these shope, and a little to the 
left, is the market-place ; this is certainly a treat to see ; 
a Leadenliall, Covent Garden, Burlington Arcade, and 
bakery under one roof forty feet in height, enclosed with 
iron palings. 

To see this market to p6rfecti<ni we arrive there by 
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6 A.H. The natives are droppiDg in with their " first 
finite," &0. ; and while they are anaDgitig them for sale, 
we stroll about aad admire. 

The market is paved with boulder atones, is divided 
into sections and sheds, end separated bj pathways. 
On the extreme right, a shed is devoted to the sale of 
bread, the white loaves arranged on whiter cloths, sweet 
and wholesome. Between this and the next shed 
almost any kind of v^etable can be bought from wild 
gipsy-like Malay and Catch women ; hat it is scarcely 
time to buy yet. Now to the next shed — Leadenhall — 
which appears to- occupy each side of one of the path- 
ways: on the right almost completely occupied by 
Chinese salesmen, and on the left a few cleanly-looking 
Frenchmen intermixed. Here we see large quarters of 
healthy-looking beet white well-fed pork, the most 
tempting festoons of pork sausages, fine legs of mutton, 
all laid oat and wrapped in white cloths — the butchers 
themselves giving the tone to general cleanliness. 
Moving to the left we come to a section of Covent 
Garden, with its variety of fruits, vegetables, and 
flowers all prettily arranged; there are also bananas, 
citrons, pine apples, strawberries, oranges, and other 
tropical fiuits in profusion ; and, in the way of v^e- 
tables, French beans, green peas, Jerusalem artichokes, 
asparagus, potatos, and so on, almost ad injiniiittn. 
The bouquets oonaist of English roses of every hue, and 
other flowers as homely and familiar, and as sweet to 
the smell as to the sight The fish exposed for sale 
on sloping slabs of white marble, continually refreshed 
by running water, look as everything else — all one 
could wish. Then the bazaar, wherein are arranged 
many things for household use and ornament. On 
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the bordezs of the paTemeDt all ronnd the market we 
see stoUa of vegetables, fruits, and flowers. And now, 
at last having gone the entire round, we come again to 
tihe entrance, on the right of which is an old woman 
selling new mUk and butter ; aiid we can voach for the 
excellence of the former, having quaffed a pint of the 
delicious morning nectar. 

At the other end of the market there is a lodge, 
wherein reside the overseers and regulators of the 
market, a staff of military men, most likely two or three 
non-commissioned officers, their irindows wide open, 
overlooking the market like the overseers themselves, 
dressed in clean white frocks, ready even at this early 
hoar to hear any appeal, to settle all disputes, and 
regnlate the prices. 

This market is superior to any I have seen for eom- 
inerce. In ten minutes one might make the day's 
purchases of fish, flesh, fowl, bread, vegetables, &c.; 
and for cleanliness and good order it is scarcely to he 
surpassed. There is no bnstle, all is quiet and well 
regulated. The Chinamen are the majority of meat 
salesmen, but the Indian women are the vegetable, 
fruit, and flower dealers. The former, with their sallow 
&ces and little almond-shaped, cunning eyes, do business 
quietly, systematically, and 'cutely. The latter, with 
^eir gipsy complexions and jet black hair, their naked 
feet, their mandes and shawls of swaddling-clothes, and 
their trowsers of many colours, green predominant ; with 
rings on their fingers and rings on their toes, and 
jewelry hanging &om nose and ears and every con- 
ceivable part of the body. With what wild gestures 
and playfulness and comm^iding deportment do they 
strike their little bargains, or quarrel witli their fellows : 
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now ^ smiles, then so black and fierce I The many 
fioloiira worn both by moD and women freqaenting the 
market adds to the variety of the scene. 

We now see a demore black-clad, ngly, pinched-ap 
Madame Franpaise, basket on arm, making her par- 
chase^ with a Chinaman servant behind : the latt«r, 
shrewd and bnsiness-likd, oollectisg his necessaries, re- 
fosing some offers to save the veriest fraction of a cent, 
bat nevertheless getting all he wants in a few minutes. 
By noon everything hat the bazaar is cleared away. 

Every private boose, great or small, seems to have 
Hb piano and number of &ir musicians. For the sake 
of coolness the drawing-room doors generally open on 
the front garden, and in the evening are thrown wide 
open : so that mademoiselle may ofl«n be se^i on her 
mnsio-stool in her glory; and, better still, her mosic 
may be heard the whole length of the street, the passers- 
by halting to imbibe the wavy harmony. The French 
ladies have a barbarous custom of hiding themselves 
in AtihabiUi all day, and only come forth at night 
like moths ; they resemble theatres, being seedy by day 
and beaatiful by night. All calls and visits must be 
made in the evening or we cannot get the fair sex to 
ride or walk, or in Cstct do anything : they even receive 
their music lessons at night. There are two reqtectable 
hotels, the " L'Gurope " and " Maurice." Everything is 
reniarkably dear. Billiards one shilling a game of 
twenty-one, and one dollar per hour. Two dollars and 
a half for an ordinary dinner. There are good oonfeo- 
tionen' shops, mach to the joy d the midshipmen's 
berth, who may be seen doing Uieir ices and cakes — one 
of this, two of that, three of those — with great gusto. 

The shops, in general, are not very good, opening 
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late and closing early, selling few things, and charging 
exorbitantly for them ; scarcely three English ahops can 
be found, they are almost all French. They eeem to take 
every opportunity of showing their dislike to na, chain- 
ing OB doubly for everything, and using as little civility 
as possible. The Chinamen do a good deal of the busi- 
ness of the place. These peculiar fellows make money 
rapidly, but lose it much more so, being great gamblers. 
There is a story told of one who arrived here without a 
sou, took to bumboating, in twenty years made £30,000, 
and gambled it awaj in a few days ; tlien followed his 
chattels, and finally himself, at least his services, for 
five years. 

We trace English management in the municipal 
arrangements ; and in the shops every one is regolarly 
numbered ; and even every pedlar, every stall man or 
woman, has bis or her number and license. The police, 
about 700 strong, are excellently managed under Captain 
Anson,B.A. MoetofthemenareoldsoldiersandsaUots; 
but men of any colour are admitted, provided they come 
nptothe standard: their pay is about 3s. per day; but as 
one man told me " we never see half of it, for they take 
it away in stoppages, and regarding these stoppages, I 
believe they don't do it for the wel&re of the country, 
but for the sake of the money." 

Their dress very closely resembles that of our own 
police at home ; it is very neat, but rather too hot for 
this climate. 

Police courts and stations seemed to be very numer- 
ous, all well conducted, and beautifully clean ; and 
every village in the island has its own, just as cleanly 
and well regulated as those in town. 

There is no doubt that the police are well looked 
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after, and, par consequence, they look well after their 
duty, but at the same time, they detest their chief for 
his Beverity. 

There is only one place of amnsement here, the 
theatre, near to the Hotel I'Earop, a large building and 
pretty well managed and fitted. There is also a Literary 
Institution, of which I know little, except that naTfJ 
officers are considered honorary members. 

The military establishments are extensive, especially 
the barracks. We have two regiments on the island 
besides artillery and engineers, viz., the 5th and 24th, 
the former in the town, the latter at Mah^boui^h, some 
twenty-five miles distant 

In the day-time everything is quiet enough, but at 
night still more so, even in the early hours. 

The French are the principal landowners and sugar 
planters, spending their money as rapidly as they made 
it. The English are the only solid capitalists ; their 
eogar estates are better managed, and yield far greater 
return than those of the French. I think there is very 
little doubt that in a short time the English language 
will be spoken here ; although by the treaty of 1810 we 
guaranteed their language and religion to the French 
on their capitulation. 

There are three or four very fine dry docks building 
by companies. All the machinery is excellently fitted, 
and looked after by English engineers, who are paid 
about £500 per annum. 

There is ijso a patent slip, which after making many 
fortunes has to auccnmhtoUie docks. We accidentally 
dropped our anchor on this slip, and did aboat £3000 
worth of damage to it The risk was the owners, bnt 
we sent engineers and divers to repair it 
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After Tisiting the market one morning with Dr. 
Meller, we walked out by the Famplemonsses Boad, 
some six mileB and a quarter to the Botanical OardooB ; 
imd I enjoyed it exceedingly, not only for the exercise,' 
bat also for the variety of pleasant sights. The road 
itself is well macadatnieed and broad ; but we are more 
Htnick by the continuation of the houses and shops on 
each side ; for six miles and a quarter there is no end 
to them ; viUage straggling into village ; little shops, 
&rrierB, wheelwrights, and smiths ; and as we get along 
a SQCcession of long avenues leading to pretty little 
cottages and fine mansions ; othero again close to tbe 
road covered with twining creepers and carmine rosea ; 
their little front gardens tastefnlly laid out with many 
of oar delicate hot-house flowers, from the daintiest 
white rose to its deeply blnshing sister, all perfuming 
the air most fragrantly. And so they continue, cottage 
after cottage, mausion after mansion, a never ending 
variety ; besides which there is a constant procession 
of vehicles goiag backwards and forwards. It seems a 
regular holiday road ; nearly every person we meet has 
a different coloured dress, nearly always brilliant ; espe- 
cially those worn by tbe Lascar women ; we observe a 
crowd of them coming towards us, clad in red, blue^ 
green, pink, mauve, yellow, purple, scarlet, and every 
possible colour. 

Above all to be admired is the scenery ; where the 
mountains lift their heads up those luxuriant dopes to 
the tep of Peter Bott^ all is beauty ; at every break of 
the rtAd we have a fresh view, every succeeding one 
better than the first, until at last we gaze rapturously 
but silently, our vocabulary expended. 

At each village we notice the police stetion with the 
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name of the village inBcribed od it ; the policeman in 
keeping with the whole well-dreased, clean, and neat, 
and generally Snglishmftn. 

Hy companion being a botanist, we have taken 
advantage of every " Bhodum Sidus," and thereby 
increased the pleasantness of onr walk. Many timea 
the temptationa were so great we did not hesitate to 
collect tiova. some of the pretty gardens themselves ; 
every now and then stopping to place our prizes between 
the botanical brown paper. Thus we have trudged 
along this six and a qnarter miles, and now we are at 
Pamplemousses village. On the right there is a lat^ 
church, sorroonded by trees, literally crowded with 
globular white blossoms, a Madagascar importation, no- 
where else known. This is a Roman CathoUc Church, 
and worth seeing, were it only for the marble altars and 
bronze pulpit. Close by is its cemetery ; and here we 
linger for a short time, rambling amongst the graves, 
reading their inscriptions, admiring the flowers — the 
Jardins petit, immortelles and bouquets, httle tributes 
of the hving to the memory of the dead. This cemetery, 
Itagraut with flowers, is certainly a sweet resting-place ; 
the flowers ever tender and beautiful, performing the 
last mournful task of nature's sweet shrond, cover- 
ing and entwining around tiie last resting-place of 
humanity. 

The gates d the Botanical Grordens, of cast-iron, are 
yet boilding. On the right there is a pretty little lodge 
apringing up under the hands of builders. I entered 
these gardens full of expectations, having heard that 
they took high rank amongst places of the kind. 
Taking the centre pathway, we walked on, expecting 
every moment to see clusters of the rarest flowers, but 
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found ooly dense groves of tropical trees, of every 
variety known on the island. Dr. Meller, being a 
judge of these matters, was quite content with the trees ; 
and I may say, on bis authority, that there is a fine col- 
lection. The palm, with its numerous family pre- 
eminent, Bide by side with the graceful creaking bam- 
boos ; and these were seen to great advantage on the 
small islets in the ornamental waters, on one of which 
we sat, listening to the sighing of the wind amongst the 
trees, and almost lulled to sleep by the gentle rippling 
of the waters. Here would be a glorious place for a 
picnic. 

In half an hour I think we had txaversed one side at 
least of the gardens ; and I am ungrateful and ignorant 
enough to say, that on the whole I did not think much 
of them. Dr. Meller, however, was much pleased, bis 
only objection being the apparent neglect, and the 
consequent growth of tufts of grass and weeds on the 
pathways, and the accumulation of dead leaves. 

We only met two persons in the gardens, and these 
were keepers, one of whom had a badly-wounded hand. 
He had lately lost the first joint of his fore finger of the 
right hand by a crush. The wound had evidently been 
dressed by an Indian native doctor, for we observed it 
bound up with green herbs. The poor man said there 
was no free hospital on the island, the erection of one, 
I should have thought, ought to have had a prior con- 
edderation to tbe gardens. 

Pamplemousses is sitaated on very high ground, and 
has a good view of the surrounding country. It has 
the look of an English village on a holiday. The 
fioweis, gardens, and fields round about, tbe old church, 
the cleanly little cottages, the gay dresses of the people. 
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and the quiet of the place, add to its rural charms. 
Being somewhat huDgiy from our walk, we went into 
one of the little inns, and heartily enjoyed some biscuit 
and cheese, and lemonade — the absence of beer being 
the only drawback. 

The tombe of the Paul and Yii^ia of romance, are 
about a quarter of a mile from thia. A small stream 
divides them, and bamboos and other trees over-bang 
them, BO that one cannot be seen from the other for 
the intervening foliage. Abundance of flowers grow 
ronnd about, and altogether they are most romantically 
situated. The tombs are mere pedestals, having an iron 
rod on the top, evidently once passing through and sup- 
porting a column. Of course we found men near ready 
to chip us off a pece of the stone for bnckahish, which 
we took advantage o£ In the afternoon we walked back 
to Port Louis, highly delighted with the day's ramble. 

Our chief motive for coming to the Mauritius is, as I 
have said, to convey the Madagascar MtBsion to Tama- 
tave, whei« they are to land, and make their way to 
Tautanarivo, the capital, to be present at the coro 
nation of Eing Eadama 11.; and we are to present 
to his Majesty the following presents from our Queen : 
— An English church service, a state uniform, a com- 
plete set of brass musical instninienta, a large portrait 
of Queen Victoria, about 10 feet by 8 ; a field-marshal's 
fuU dress, and a set of gold goblets for the king ; and 
for the queen, a gold crown, s splendid red velvet 
mantle richly embroidered, and a parasol of white satin 
with pink fringe and long ivory t-arved handle. 

It appears that the Governor has been expecting us 
for some time, therefore we shall soon make a start. 
Unfoi'timately, there is a little disagreement concerning 
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the missioii : Captwn W was to hare gone as first 

oommJasioiier, but it appears that Captain A ■ , B.A., 
the junior of the two officers, ia chosen to 211 that 

appoiotmeat, and Major-General J accompanies 

him. The Bishop of Manritins, who is really the head 
of the mission, also goes to present the chorch service. 

The coronation is expected to take place in a few 
days, and both the English and French GoTemments 
have sent embassies to do honour to the occasion. 

To-day the Bishop of Manritius, with his wife and chil- 
dren, came on board to look at the internal economy of 
the "Gorgon," and to prepare for their passage. The 
hale old g^tlemsn appears used to ship life, finding 
his way about without assistance. His impedimenta 
(including her ladyship and daughters) are soim ready 
for embarkation, the whole process carefolly super- 
intended by his lordship. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

EtubBTkBtion of the Memben of tha Minioa — Entering TuDBtavo 
Arbour — A deBcription of TBmat&Te — Salute and Innding — The pro* 
oeuiou — A medlej of uniforms — Natifo palanqniiig — Lore of mvsic — 

Wranen and their giBLse-woik — Her. Mr. E and his good seeds — 

Tha MaJgnaheB' >;«tein of etureDrr — Tha Bi^op and his oooob — 
A bath nuder difflcnltieB — Midnight prooeSBioD — The amTBl of oai 
Comntl. 

12tA JvHy. — This monimg the Mission embarks, and 
in a short time we are lost in a chaos of new-comers 
and their baggage. By 10 a.il we Iiave got them all 
on board. We seem to be taking a whole regiment to 
sea, instead of only a general and five or six officers; 
there are sufBcient to throw all of as on our beam-ends. 
Old soldiers are like old women on board ship, and 
young ones like girls, they carry so much luggage that 
we know Dot what to do with them, and they won't do 
anything for themselves. A nnmber of strangers, espe- 
cially soldiers, on board ship, are worse than a house-foil 
of visitors on a rainy day, only onr visitors stay with as 
many days, sometimes weeks ; and our house ia void of 
anytliing like amnsementa. To make matters worse the 
weather is bad, and we have little expectation of its 
clearing np. 

We have a very nice set of passengers, however, this 
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time — the General and Bishop especially amiable and 
the rest very much liked. There is a dinner-party in 
the captain's cabin every evening, at which one of our 
mesa is always invited, and which the invitee thoroughly 
enjoys, as the potentates talk beui^ly, sensibly, and 
charmingly. The Bishop is a general favourite — the 
ship's company take a great taucy to him — I suppose 
from finding out his nautical inclination, and his being 
well up to the ropes. 

Hvery morning he reads prayers ; and on Sunday, ia 
full " lawn," with a covered grog-tub for a pnlpit, reads 
tie service very impressively, winding np with a clever, 
simple, remarkable sermon, and adapted to his audience 
— ^the blue-jacket» listening very attentively. Some- 
times in the afternoon he finds his way to the lower 
deck, distributes a few kind words and tracts in a man- 
ner very pleasing to the men. 

15A Jvly. — Since leaving the Mauritios, we have 
unexpectedly had very beautiful weather, much to the 
joy of our paseengers, who declare the old " Gorgon " a 
wonderfiil sea-boat. This, the third day, finds na steam- 
ing into Tamatave harbour by the eastern chaouel ; just 
before anchoring we bumped a little on the very edge 
of the reef ; but going at full speed, it could scarcely 
be felt ; doubtless we shall find a sheet or two of copper 
mbbed ofiF as a consequence. 

Here we find the French ixigate " Hemuone," lately 
arrived with the French Commisaioners, consisting of 
Commodore D , two deputy governors, two lieu- 
tenant-colonels, and two civilians, all of whom left for 
the capital just before our arrivaL There are two or 
three merchant vessels also at anchor. 

Tamatave is situate on a low spit of land running 



3 by Google 



east and west, about a mile long and half a mile broad. 
The town coneiBts of a number of huts, well built and 
thatched with the leaf of the Traveller's Tree. There 
are also some very large bam-lihe wooden houses well 
built and strong — only the tops of which can be seen 
from the anchor^e, the re»t being hidden with dark 
green (I think mango) trees. A dazzling white strip of 
sand, and then the azure sea, add much to the look of the 
landing-place, which is under the lee of the spit of sand ; 
near to it, there are some remarkable palm-trees. 

We see the white flag of Madagascar flying above 
and behind the trees over the fort, which reminds one 
of the tragic defeat of a party of English and French in 
1845, when some two hundred captives lost their heads, 
which were placed in Indian file on the tops of poles, 
and until very lately were still to be seen — a grim dis- 
mal sight 

Ixwking oyer trees, we see about twenty miles of 
tolerably flat land, green and fertile ; then a succeasion 
of blue mountains rising one above another, the range 
forming the Tertebrae of Madi^ascar, stretching far 
away to the right and parallel to the coast ; the highest 
towering amongst the clouds some eight thousand feet, 
their summits partially concealed by a thin misty veil. 
Seen by the help of the aim's rays, and a clear atmo- 
sphere in the foreground, the scene is beautiful — truly 
beautifoll The bright blue sky above, the natural tints 
of the misty motmtains, the green hillocks and valleys 
undulating to the sea-shore — all is wondrous fair. 

There is a great reef running out almost semi- 
circularly, extending trom Point Ironda; and were it 
not for this reef, I fancy the anchorage would be bad ; 
it is open to the NJB. Owing to the humidity of the 
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atmoqihere sometimes the whole island is enveloped in 
mist, and therefore when approaching it &om aea a ship 
Ib nearly on the reef before land becomes perceptible. 
At present there are two sad wrecks of gallant Khipa on 
the edge of this reef, illnstrative of tlie danger. 

Immediately on arrival we borrowed a white flag, 
with Badama II. in red letters on it ; hoisted it at the 
foremast head, and sainted Madagascar with twenty-one 
guns, which were shortly afterwards answered by the 
fort with twenty-three guns. The natives fired very 
creditably ; although, of coarse, ae might be expected, 
there was a long interval between each gun. We are 
rather surprised to find many Europeans here ; already 
we have had some five or six on board ; among otliers, 

u Mr. C , of the Mauritius, who has transit cbai^ 

of the Queen's presents. Through the mild sway of the 
present King, speculators and adventurers from almost 
every nation under the sun, are seen here to-day, desirous 
of securing the first benefits. As yet there are no consuls ; 

but our representative (Mr. P ) has arrived, and in 

a day or two will hoist his flag under a salute of guns 
from us. 

All the news we can gather, is, that the French have 
done their best to have the first presentation at Court. 
However, they have not succeeded this time ; for al- 
though their commissioners have arrived, their presents 
are only en route. Hurruh for John Bull I 

IGth Jvly. — To-day, at 9 a. m., all Tamatave are on 
the beach, with their Governor and troops, ready to re- 
ceive the mission, who are to land in state. At the 
precise hour they land. I will not attempt to describe 
the scene, as I did not witness it; bat having been 
present on the re-embarkation, I will endeavour to de- 
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scribe that Having landed and marched np to the fort, 
tbey were there banqueted right royally — the health 
of Radama II. and Queen Victoria being drunk most 
Khmidy, after which the party returned. I met them 
in procession; a continned strain of wild melancholy 
music beard in the distance — presently they appeared. 
I will introduce them as they pass : first, two lines of 
Hova soldiers, carrying spear in one hand and some- 
thing like an old Tower musket in the other ; uniform, 
white frocks and trousers, no hats, shoes, or stock- 
ings ; coal-black hair, dark eye-brows ; laces, yellowish 
and dark ; very, very ugly, and as Bolemn aa " parish 
beadles." 

The officers of compuiies nearly all wrinkled old 
men, wearing long black hate, black and brown tail 
coats, short coloured waistcoats, shorter trouBers, and 
old shoes; each has hia rusty old drawn sword without 
a sheath, in one hand, and his pocket handkerchief in 
the other. 

Next, a band of reed instruments ; some twenty men, 
clad in the native white lamba (or loya), resembling a 
white sheet drawn round the body and thrown over 
the right shoulder, and with peculiar big-topped straw 
hats. These men are also Horas. The musical instru- 
mento consist of flageoleta, trombones, clarionets, corno- 
peans, flutes, &c., big drum and cymbals.* Sometimes 
wild and plaintive, always loud; sometimes comical, 
but always solemnly played, and the tunes strangely in- 
termixed ; somewhat in this order — their own national 
anthem, British " God Save the Queen," " St Patrick's 

* Borne of thdr miuical iDBtromenta «re very peculiar ; their vloliD, 
Ibf iiut&iice, a piece or bamboo, about five feet long; the fibm col; 
nited and lapptnted hj bridges dU round tlie barrel. 



3 by Google 



294 A CRUISE IN THE "OOBQON.' 

Day in the Horaing ," " Hoky, poky, winky, phum," 
soatch of an opera, the Old Hundredtli, waltzes and 
polkas ad infinitum. The musicians are a vnnA band 
indeed, never appearing tired, but continuing to play 
tune after tune — walking or at rest, it is all tho same to 
them. 

Next in procession come high officers of state, two 
and two, some walking, others in palanquins or chairs, 
each borne by four naked natives. First the Governor 
and onr general ; the former a black (Hova), with grey 
hair, and wearing cocked hat and general's feathers, 
athwartehips, long scarlet broad-tailed coat, striped and 
covered with gold lace, similar to that worn by General 
Bombastes on the stage ; blue plush gold laced trou- 
sers, and patent leather boots ; high shirt collars, lai^ 
cavalry sword. This is the Governor of Tamatave, Eai- 
niferinghae, brother of the present king, in all his 
glory. Our general's plain uniform is quite thrown into 
the shade. It is amusing to see our veteran doing the 
procession business so correctly, his face lighted up by 
a serio-comic, good-natured smile. 

Then follows a motley crowd of palanquins, two and 
two; in them native officers of state and our officers side 
by side — the former dressed somewhat similarly to the 
governor, but in varieties of colour apparently, accord- 
ing to individual taste ; some in blue coats, others in 
red, and lavishly decorated with gold lace ; some with 
cocked hats and feathers, and even caps and oomm<»i 
wide-awakes ; also various coloured trousers — red, blae, 
and green. 

The officers of army and state are a queer, comical 
set ; their dress is so grotesque, their look so absurdly 
and solemnly important There was a strange conglo- 
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meration of dreBaes I Heie might be seen old Eng- 
lish and French naval and military nniforma from the 
earliest ages to the present time, old and new cirilians, 
tail and frock coata, Bwoids of all binds — from the Court 
rapier to the cumlwrBome caraliy cabbage^ntter — 
Teiy few with sheaths. They looked-as if they had just 
been tamed out of some theatrical wardrobe in Bow 
Street. 

Thickly packed behind, before and beside the paian- 
qaios, there marched a comical crew of the inhabitants ; 
sometimes a half-clothed individual, arm in arm with 
a aplendidly clad officer of state, &c^ but all keeping 
excellent step. 

The Malgashes have a very good idea of music, and 
are largely moved by it ; on this occasion, as on lUl 
others, they show their sasoeptibility, thus adding to 
the comical appearance of the procession. The bearers 
of the palanquins, as well as all others, kept time with 
the music by bobbing ; oonsequently, co^ed hats and 
feathers, borne aloft iu palanquins, mighrbe seen bob- 
bing to the tune of " St. Patrick's Day in the Morning," 

The palanquins are made of two short poles of the 
Traveller's Tree, kept apart by two straining pieces of 
eighteen inches each, and upon the frame thus formed is 
worked a sort of basket, or cradle, about four feet long, 
of raw bullock's hide cut into narrow strips, and dosely 
plaited ; another light &ame worked at the bottom, 
keeping it in shape ; some of the commonest kind of 
palanqnina resembled the rude chairs whereon the Eng^ 
lish " Gay Fawkes " is earned. 

At last we arrive on the beach, where our boats are 
waiting for the general, &c. The spit of sand is covered 
irith a great crowd of English, French, Swiss, Americans, 
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H ovas, and Creoles — the latter invariably dreesed in tiie 
white lamba. 

. AU the potentates have been set down — the general 
and staff stand aloof. The Governor forms his troops 
into two lines, commanding in person (some years ago 
an English sergeant drilled a troop of Hovas; since 
which time all bat a few words of command have been 
forgotten). Troops are formed, about twenty in each 
line, with band behind them. Governor, waving his 
sword, shouts, " Rear rank, take open ordeere — march I " 
(troops remain perfectly still.) "Shooldere arms!" (done 
well.) " Kight about face ; presenten arms for £ing 
Badama 1" (all torn with face to capital and make low 
obeisance — band striking up Malgashes national anthem 
— a wild plaintive ditty.) Governor — " Bight abont face ; 
rear rank take open orde-e-e-re; quick march I" (im- 
movable as before) "Presenten arms!" (to general and 
stafi) all hats off, band striking up " St. Patrick's Day 
in the Morning ;" then Governor advanced, shook hands 
with general, other high officers of state doing same ; 
the former escorting the general, arm in arm, down 
to the boat, where they once more shook hands and 
parted ; troops, ofBcers, Governor, palanquins, and band 
then returned en masse to the fort. 

I have not intended to ridicule the people in this de- 
scription, but have merely set down what I saw. With 
all their faults, I think the Malgaehes are intelligent, and 
&st acquiring the habits of civilised life. 

Tamatave is a very good illustration of this. We see 
here many really large houses — the judge's for example 
— ft large building, the inside of wUch is covered with 
exaggerated paintings of battles, iaj^oted to have heen 
foagH by the French in the Crimea. 
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The ground attached to the houses is nicely fenced 
off; and even in some cases we see attempts at Sori- 
culture. 

The people are excellent musicians, showing great 
skill in composition. I have heard that their national 
anthem is grand and beantiful, and that the people 
sing well in parts ; that one congregation of 1200 sing 
gome very difficnlt music of the oratorio kind. As yet 
we have only judged of them by those residing atTama- 
tave, bat I am told they are much more refined inlanrl. 

Many of the women wear European cotton dresses, 
and take great pains with their external appearance ; 
lately there has been a great importation of crinolines. 

The inmates of every hnt seem to make their quan- 
tum of grass matting. We see both men and women 
indnstrionsly engaged in this work daily. 

The streets run parallel to the beach, are about eight 
feet wide, and consist of deep loose land, bounded by 
good stake fences about six feet high. 

There is a market in the suburbs of the town, held at 
night Articles of food are the principal commodities. 
I saw heaps of dried locnsta (grasshopper tribe) sold for 
consumption as food ; at present, the principal export 
of Madagascar is " live stock." Every one has his 
flocks and herds of geese, ducks, turkeys, ohickens and 
bullocks, which are sold at about the following prices : 
fowls, 6d. each ; turkeys. Is. 9d. ; geese. Is. 6d, ; ducks, 
8d. ; Guinea hens, U. ; bullocks, 608. (equal 300 lbs.) ; 
pigs, 4g. ; sweet potatoes, Id. for four lbs. ; eggs, 48. 
for seventy ; mutton (goat), 4s. each ; rice, 7*. per ewt 
Besides these things, there are many curiosities in zoo- 
logy. The lima, with its fox-like head, black, flanked 
with white; with its beautiful black and white body, 
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covered with downy hair, and its long bushy tail. Some 
people call thia animal the " lawyer ;" for what reason 
I know not, except that it looks very knowing. 

The timber of the country is wonderful and excellent. 
From woods unknown before, a great collection might 
be made. One rose-coloured wood, with black grain, in 
particular merits attention. 

There are ships belon^ng to Mauritius solely em- 
ployed in this " live stock " trade. I scarcely know how 
the former place could exist without the latter, as in 
Mauritius people do not breed cattle nor grow grain. 

The women work very pretty grass-boxes of all sizes 
and colours. The grass is very fine, some of it like silk ; 
but I have observed that to make them look white the 
natives put a kind of flour over their snrfoce. 

I bought some of the finest grass mats, containing 
three yards, and so fine that I thought at first they were 
made of cotton. I paid 28. for them, and intend to make 
a coat and waistcoat of them. Coarser mats for the floor 
may be had at 5d, per two yards. Others for covering 
mattresses. Sec., thirty yards for 8s. In fact, everything 
in the shape of mats waa very cheap. 

The women are anything but prepossessing, and their 
licentiousness is extiaordinary. Nearly every evening 
boat-loads of them, young girls from eleven years of age, 
may be seen going off to the ships in the harbour to 
the seamen, literally swarming the ship — never asking 
and rarely taking money from the men. I have seen 
the boats so crowded of an evening that the water has 
rushed in and wetted them ; but still they pushed off 
and managed to reach the ship, though in a sinking 
state. A little time ago, a whole boat-load were 
drowned returning to the shore, and were devoured by 
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the eliarkB : in one case the boat wae bo loaded that the 
scullers refused to pull until the women threatened to 
throw them overboard. 

The good Bishop beheld this with pity and di^nst. 

One evening he called on a M. X , a Swiss mei^ 

chant, who kept a native woman as wife and to manage 
his bnsiness. The Bishop asked if she were his wife ? 
"To all intents and purposes," answered the Swiss. 
" Ton see, my lord," continued he, " being in a strange 
land, not knowing the languge or customs of the people, 
we find it profitable to keep such a woman to look after 
oar intereats." The Bishop, however, dumKounded him 
by saying, " What profiteth it, sir, if you gain the whole 
world, and lose your own bouL" This woman died 
about six weeks after this event ; at the particiilar re- 
quest of M. X , who wished to do all he could 

for his departed and very excellent mistress, the good 
Bishop actually read prayers over her body at the house 

— ^not at the grave ; but not before giving X a very 

long lecture. 

The Bishop is iully alive to what should and can be 
done for Madagascar, he has already told off six mis- 
sionaries for the work here, and who are to begin their 
work at the capital. 

The missionary who above all has done so much for 

this place is the Bev. Mr. E , who has spent many 

years in the country, doing all in his power to chris- 
tianize it. In the late queen's reign, be, with others, 
was expelled ; but on the accession of the present King, 
seizing the opportunity, although now seventy-four years 
of age, he left England with all its blessings, his home, 
family, relatives and friends, returning to the scene 
of his early labours, and in the &ce of many dangers. 
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mad« his way to the rery capital He applied to the 
King, who happily understood and appreciated him. 

Mr. E is now at the capital hard at work in his 

vocation, and is much liked by the King. 

A few days ago when taking an evening ramble just 
outside the town, some of our fellows came across the 
dead body of a man with a rope round his neck, evi- 
dently strangled ; here the body waa left, although many 
people must have passed it dariug the day. 

The Malgashes have a peculiar system of cnrreDcy, 
they will not take any coined money under a dollar or a 
five-franc piece ; they cut the Spanish dollar in pieces, 
which are weighed against iron weights representing 
respectively the half, quarter, eighth, and sixteenth. 

The Hove soldier is rather Imdly looked after, I 
think ; he is obliged to serve for a fortnight, uid re- 
ceives neither pay nor rations ; he is then allowed a 
fortnight to earn his daily bread, and so on alternately. 
Sometimes he is allowed a small plot of ground to culti- 
vate for his own purposes. 

Our sailmakers have been making the Bishop a 
travelling couch out of one of the ship's cots, on poles, 
with a hood over it to keep off sun or rain; it is a 
comfortable affair, the only drawback being that it will 
be too hot from the close texture of the canvas sides ; 
however, the Bishop waa delighted with it. 

We shall be almost sorry to lose the old Bishop, he 
has made himself so sgreeable, having-always a kind 
word for every one, from the captain downwards. He 
is physically active as well as mentally so, taking no 
little trouble to do all the good he can ; even sea-sick- 
ness did not prevent his giving us service morning and 
evening, and good sermons too I And since we have 
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been here he has held four Bervices in the course of the 
dajr at Tamatave, in Malagash and French ; at the 
former there were many e«ble faces seen — old converts, 
and in whom there still existed the seeds of religion 

once sown by such good men as Mr. E , and which 

was only waiting its proper season to spring up : this 
the Bishop knew, and did not let the opportunity slip. 

I was rather surprised to find the Bishop at six o'clock 
one morning having a cold bath under the tender mer- 
cies of the quartermaflter. The stout-hearted and able- 
bodied prelate was standing on the bottom step of the 
ladder alongside, while the quartermaster deluged him 
with buckets fbll of water over his devoted head, evi- 
dently much to his eujoyment. 

18ih Jvly. — In consequence of the French having 
taken nearly all the palanquin-bearers, our party 
was mucli delayed. Unfortunately there are no 
wheeled carriages in the country, riot even bullock 
teams, therefore the only mode of trsvelUng is by the 
palanquins. For this we require four bearers for one 
person, and if going a long distance, at least eight ; each 
of whom we must pay at the rate of sixpence a day, and 
provide lam with rations. They trot gently at the rate 
of five and a quarter miles an boor, but I believe it 
very soon tires the passenger, the movement being 
something like that of the camel These bearers are 
very particular and independent; they object to. carry 
a very stout man, and if at all put out will, even when 
half way on the journey, drop ^e palanquin, and run 
into the bush, leaving the " fare " like a pelican in the 
wilderness." 

* It ia taid that tlie oativet ueret wind rotmd a hill, bai bIhbjs go 
right over tbo tcp of it, and descend on tbe oilier side. 
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Captain A^- — and an ofBcer went on shore to saper- 
intend tlie hiring of bearers, and to make provisious for 
the jonmey, both having already canght the malignant 
Halagash fever. They occupy the chief judge's hoose. 
Some of ua spent an evening with them ; the Malagash 
band was in attendance outside, playing, as usual, un- 
ceasingly a strange medley of music. A native chief 
joined our convivial party, and we had great fan with 
him. The old fellow was as solemn as a judge ; several 
times we toasted him in bumpers, also his King, to 
which he solemnly responded, giving in retam our 
Queen. After each toast the band played the most 
absurdly inappropriate tunes. For a long time we could 
not break the barriers of his dignity ; it was not antO 
he had mixed his liquors that he was persuaded to 

dance " a jig" with S^ and , which was truly 

ridiculous. Our fellowB preserved the gravest counts 
nances, occasioQally whisking the native and his lamba 
round, almost off his legs, in fact we almost threw him, 
but still he always came up again most gravely ; and, 
once bis blood up, we found it as difBcult to stop him 
as to induce him to commenco. 

We broke up at a late hour ; and I, with a lan- 
tern bearer by our side, and with our native friend resting 
on our arms, marching at the head of the band keeping 
very correct step, and trying to beat time with a boat's 
brass tiller, much to the wonder of the people, who left 
their smoky huts and smouldering fires to see our mid- 
night procession pass. After putting up our &iend for 
the night we returned, just in time to save the boat, 
for our fellows had been waiting some time for us, not 
knowing where we had gone ; luckily I had the boat's 
tiller, which prevented their going without us. 
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22ik2 Jtdy. — The Bishop and the General, &c, left tis 
thiB morning for the shore. At aa early hour they were 
to start oa their joamey, hnt in coneeqaence of the 
scarcity of bearers were delayed ; they had engaged 
200 only yesterday, and now only 150 could be 
mnstered. 

There is a great crowd in the Chief Judge's yard to- 
day, the long-ffiuded hand is in the centre, occasionally 
bursting out into wild abBurdities. The Hova troops 
are standing in readiness to head the procession; the 
interpreters are busily employed appointing the bearers 
to their several packages, boxes, &c, which are sup- 
ported on poles, the largest carried by sixteen. The 
quantity of gear the Mission tab^ is marrellous to 
behold, one would think it was the baggage of a 
whole regiment or a caravan by the number and size 
of the packages. 

Aboat 10 A.H. the General and Bishop enter their 
palanquins, we wish them good speed, and they are off — 
the troops and band preceding. The Bishop wears his 
black cloth coat and apron, hat, and gaiters, to keep up 
his dignity, but wisely intends to put on a " better work- 
ing suit" when out of the town. M nearly lost caste 

by preferring to walk ; by dint of great persuasion we got 
him to undergo the inconvenience of being carried, just 
for the sake of preserving his dignity. At length they 
move on two end two. 

The expenses rather astonished the Mission ; Captain 

A had only brought about £300 with him, which 

was all expended at the time of starting, and he had to 
borrow more. 

In the afternoon our Consul hoisted the British flag 
for the first time in Madagascar, as our Queen's repre- 
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Bentative. No other flag is yet flying, and we salute it 
with seven guna. It is satisfactory to look at that 
*' time-bonoQied buntin'," and to think of the object for 
which it has this day been hoisted. 

To-day Madagascar is declared open to the world, for 
the benefit of herself and mankind. 

23r(2 July. — Having arranged to return for the 
Mission by the let of September, we leave Tama- 
tsve this aftemooD for the Mauritius. On oar way 
thither we experience very fine weather, thermometer 
about 76°, and the beat is tempered by a nice cool 
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CHAPTER XX. 

Off Banrbon— Qnwaiitbie — Bonrbon and ita admntagei over Hftnritiiu 
— At SL LooJs— We go into dock — Hanritiiu and ita Bociet?— The 
Sace-coime — AinugemeDti anA visilon — " Coming events oat tlieir 
■hadows before" — Preparing for a ball, Ac. — The fan commsncea — 
A vedding^LeaTing UaTiriliiu for Tamatare — The Biahop and patt^ 
jdn na — The description of the oonntty they peti through and the 
Inliabitanta— The " Father of Oisat Thonghta "—Oar party ii aere- 
naded— Curfew at Tamatave, 

27^ Jvly, Sunday. — At 10 this monung we find 
oarselves off Boarbon, where lay at anchor the French 
transport " La Gloire," the vessel bearing the Madagas- 
car presents, Mr. L — — , and also the English Peninsular 
and Oriental mail-pacbet 

Unfortnnately there has been so much cholera lately 
at the Mauritias, that the authorities at Bonrbon take 
the precaution of giving twenty-one days' quarantine 
to every Teasel from that porti no matter how clean its 
" bill of health ^' this, of course, predndea our anchor' 
ing. Having a mail for the island, we dash the con- 
tents of a bottle of vinegar over the parcel, throw it to 
the quarantine boat, and steam a-head. 

The iaiand of Bourbon seems to consist lai^ely of 
a range of rather high hills, the north-eastern slope of 
which is so beauti^ly gradual, that almost to the 
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8iiinmit the plough is used to advantage. Apparently 
there iB scarcely an acre of ground ancultivated, it ia 
all of the richest green, and seema to have an advan- 
tage over Mauritius. The situation of the cultivated 
land, the healthiness of the climate, and the freedom 
from " ticks " and other nozions insects, so hurtful to 
cattle and horses, are all in favour of Bourbon ; but it 
can never be made a great commercial place. The two 
islands started in the race of cultivation together, 
hut even with its disadvantages Manritius has far out- 
stripped her French sister, for the latter has no har- 
bour, scarcely a sheltered cove ; the anchorage off St. 
Denis appears but a roadstead, entirely open to the 
north-easters. The day we were there, the few ships at 
anchor were fJmost plunging their bows nnder water 
with two anchors down. But as far as the cultivation 
of the place goes, its sanitary condition, its public 
buildings, &c., I should eay Bourbcm is entitled to the 
palm ; hut for a commercial port, or for a naval staticHi, 
it is next to worthless. The north-east side of Bourbon 
very much resembles Funchal, Madeira. 

2Wi July. — Once more we are steaming into Port 
Louis, Manritius; everything as osnal looks beautiful, 
even more so than before. 

In couseqaence of our having touched the bottom 
twice at Johanna, when last in Mozambique, and at 
Tamatave, the other day, docking is considered neces- 
sary. We are at once warped into the Albion Dock, 
which is in course of building, but sufficiently flniahed to 
admit us ; there is plenty of space for us, and to spare. 

The dock was pumped out in four hours and forty- 
five minntee, whidi would have been done much quickw 
had the fifty-horse power engine been in proper order. 
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We were in this dock aatjl tlie Slet^ «aA found the ship's 
bottom rather foul, the sole piece of the mdder gooe, 
and about two or three eheeto of copper rubbed o£ The 
repairs cost us about £320. 

31rf Jvhf. — Hauled out of dock, and warped to man- 
of-war mooriuga off Cooper's Island, near the entrance 
of the harbour and Fort Wilh'am ; here we are to lie 
nntil starting for Madagascar. The first buskess is to 
ooaL Thanks to the system of large lighters, proxi- 
mate ooal depfit, and numerous coolies, in eight hours 
and thirty minutes we took in 160 tons, sufScieut for 
present purposes. 

This E^ruoon the tng>boat takes us out to the man- 
of-war moorings off Tonnelier Island, where we expect 
to remain at least a month. 

This visit to Mauritius is an oasis in our desert life. 
Enjoyment comes on board, and says we must be her 
gnesta during our sojourn here, and is determined to 
introduce us to her society, and we indulge in walks, 
drives, parties, balls, dinners, soir^s, picnics, &c. 
^ain clothes are hauled out of their musty abode, 
onilbrms are put on the shelf, and with the deter- 
mination to do full justice to the sweets of the Mauri- 
tius we plunge into society. 

8rd Avgwi, Sunday. — This day is rendered more 
interesting by the attendance at our church of two or 

three ladies from the shore. The Bev. Mr. B , of 

the Mariner's Church, officiates. As the bine-jackets' 
parson he is in the right place ; they like him, and 
crowd to bis floating church. He is a rough-spoken, 
dem<mstrative, homely speaker, which suits Jack well 
enough, and, indeed, most other people; but we had 
critics amongst us, who did not fail to iind fault. 
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11th Aiigv^. — Up to Urn time every one has en- 
deavoured to enjoy himself; day by day our usual 
monotonous Toutine is enlivened by visits from the E^ore, 
and amongBt the visitois are many &ir demoiselles, who 
please ns with their merry langhter and incessant bat 
amaging chatter. 

The 12th, 14th, and 16th are the race days, tiie 
Champ-de-Mars the course; all Mauritius is there. The 
centre plain is crowded with myriads of human heads 
— principally Malahars. Men, women, and children in 
holiday attire of all the colours of the rainbow — a pictu- 
resque, motley crew indeed. The women with their 
numerons maesive silver omamenta ; their legs and 
arms girded with them, and with nothing else ; their 
noees, lips, and ears have to bear their weights of 
jewelry, and their coal-black hair, twisted behind in a 
huge knot, shines with grease, their wild dark faces 
glistening in the stm. Both men and women are clad 
in the brightest coloured cottons, scarlet and yellow pre- 
dominating. They are divided into little parties, some 
enjoying greasy cakes and sweets on the grass. Kearly 
all are half drunk with bad liquor and wild excite- 
ment. There are not fewer than 30,000 people present 
In the very centre is a tall, greasy pole, on the top of 
which is a white hat, with gandy ribbons streaming from 
it, the Malabar crowds looking wistfully and longingly 
at it. 

The race-course is regnlarly and arcularly roped off — 
the judge's box and weighing enclosure complete ; oppo 
site, rows of two-storied boxes, whereon sit the ^Us of 
Mauritius. The turf club-box was very kindly placed 
at our disposal. The band of the 5th Begiment at- 
tended, playing lively airs between the races ; a bugler 
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of the same regiment called to assemble, clear coarse 
and saddle. The judge started the horses fairly and 
well — the jockeys, moetly Hottentots. The whole 
arrangemcDts of the races were good ; the horses ran 
pretty well considering all things; the iotii-ensen^s 
was beyond our anticipations. There was also a regular 
Greenwich Fair, which was patronised largely by the 
Malabors and their " Cara Spoeas." There were booths 
filled with bottled stout, sandwiches, pork-pies, &c., to 
tempt the hungry, and roundabouts and swings for the 
venturesome. The sable African, with his long block 
hat, white gloves, an<f patent leather shoes was there — 
the Sambo family, mother and daughters as stiff as 
"buckram ;" hair frizzly, and faces of polished ebony — 
the mother wearing a dress of one pattern ; the eldest 
daughter, a skirt of the same stuff ; the next eldest, 
a boddice ; the next, a tippet ; the smallest, a pair of 
drawers, all of the same pattern — an economical and 
nnselSsh distribution, for which the poor mother was to 
be admired, as she has provided all tiiese things at the 
cost of many months' labour and preparation, to allow 
all her chickens to participate in the pleasures of the 
races. 

The dressee worn by many of the females — especially 
the darkies — were rich and well got up, and doubtless 
great sacrifices had been made for these three days' 
display ; but then ' the people enjoyed themselves 
and seemed in the very zenith of happiness ; courting, 
strutting, eating, drinking, and merry-making. How 
mmilar to some scenes in Old England after all 1 Of 
all sights I have beheld, flew surpassed that on the 
Champ^e-Mars this day — its sitnation, a giant amphi- 
theatre — the beautiful hills rising semi-circularly, and 
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covered with the greeDeat Terdnre— the many Irtfle 
gatheriogB of gaily-dresBed Hpectators scattered on their 
elopes — the dense, rariegated, motley crowd beneath <m 
the plain ; the beaatiful azure sky above with its fleecy 
clouds, altogether formed a pictnre to be remembered 

The occupants of the grand-stand boxes must not be 
forgotten. There were Madame Fran^aise and her doll- 
like daughters, with their bonbons and ices. Mamma 
as young as her children, and as gaily decorated as the 
bonbons, flirting with a young galiaut, and ready to 
acknowledge a smile or a wink in any other desirable 
quarter ; then leg jetma gentShSmmea, with their little 
faces, white hats, puckered coat dtoulders, long skirts 
small waists and smaller waistcoats, eyeglass, small cane 
and cigar, great counts, so exceedingly French, all enjoy- 
ing themselves vigoroosly. 

The houses of some of the wealthiest residents were 
opened to the poblic, their tables groaning with good 
cheer ; all owning a card could go in, eat, drink and be 
merry, and talk about iihe races. After all came the turf 
club ball, which iras exceUenUy arranged, and at which 
the ladies make a deep impression on the soft nature of 
many of our people. Some of us ran away for a week, 
others Icmger, returning ouly to go again. 

" Coming events cast their shadows before I " Sudden 
change of manner, thou^tful silence, loss of appetite, 
&c., foretold garlands and orange 'blossom ; a couple of 
mids nearly duelling about a pretty little doll in short 
petticoats. 

2Is< Auffvat. — I«8t night we were up to a very late 
hour decoratmg the upper deck, for this day we give 
a ball to our friends. 

We have two snppeisrooms, one on each side of the 
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deck between the booms and sponson, covered in and 
lined with flags, decorated with evergreens and chande- 
liers ; pretty evei^;reen archways form the entrance, 
through which may be seen a long vista of plate, glass, 
and good cheer, beautified with bonqnets. Then, again, 
we have two other archways abaft the wheel, forming 
a qniet and secluded retreat, the interior covered in, 
lined with flags and festooned with fiowers. On the mid 
column of the archways, we have a hage painting of 
:&ilamua ruling the waves, executed late last night by 

oar naval artist F . 

While we have been busy decorating, others have had 
tlieir appointed duties — snch as mixing punch. The 
doctor, par exemple, is sitting over a large cask, deeply 
interested in filling it with the insinuating concoction ; 

8 is master of the ceremonies ; the captain and 

first lieiitenant the ways and means of bringing the 
guests off, &C. So now at noon, having placed the 
largest bouquet in the standard compass, and the band 
having arrived, the guests assemble and the fun begins. 
First, we have a regular r^atta, open to all the boats 
in the harbour; sailing and rowing; yachts, cutters, 
gigs and whalers, each in its own class : this lasts until 
4 p. H. Several of our men entered, and might be seen 
girding op their loins for the stru^le, uncling their 
little silk fla^ given them by some dear little creatures 
ashore, and planting them in their boats' bows, the fair 
donors promising smiles if they win, but frowns if Uiey 
lose. Others withont snch incentives also take their 
places with their respective boats, anxious to win for the 
credit of the old sh^. All these races went off well, 
most of the prizes being carried off by onr boats. 
Dancing was carried on during the intervals that 
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elapsed between, followed by lunch. Afterwards vari- 
ooa amnsements, including the greasy pole, formed of 
our lowei boom, elongated and elevated ; and at its end 
a Doisy pig. To see the sanguine blue-jackets crawling 
out slowly, gradually turning round, losing hold, and 
ialling with a great splash into Uie sea, was laughable. 
This little fim was presided orer by a comical ez-actor 
— a captain of after^^rd, who, being well Yersed in 
funny, droU sayings, added much to the amusement. 
After many efforts, poor "dennis" was captured, hie 
bonds cat, and he fell into the water, his captor in his 
wake. Then ensued a ridiculoos chase — the half suf- 
focated squeak of the poor animal, his final capture, 
&0., convulsed the ladies with laughter. After this, 
we had a duck hunt, winding up with more dancaog, 
fitter de Gorerley, sapper, speech-making, singing 
and cheering. All the people departed very much de- 
lighted, coupling the " Gorgon's " name with very en- 
dearing terms. 

It was very pleasing to know that this little enjoy- 
ment was thoroughly appreciated by the 250 peiscms 
on board — ^purchased at the small cost of £100 — a 
trifling expense, considering the entertainment was con- 
tinued for ten hours. 

21{h Auffud. — Last night I was busily employed 
making a great globular garland, about six feet in dia- 
meter, covered with evergreens, flowers and streamers ; 
a right royal garland it is, and worthy of the occasion — 

K 'a wedding day. With him, the first of " ye 

Gorgons, " it was indeed " veni, vidi, vici," for all was 
settled in three days — his inamorata, a wee Dora of 
16 years, a Miss R- — , of Bagatelle. 

We all go out to Bagatelle for the oocasion, and are 
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rewarded with white satio favoinB; thence go to the 
little chatcb at Maka, which is prettily bedecked with 
evei^reens, wreaths and flowers, and radiant with 
orange bloeaom. This little country church looked 
pretty in ita bridal array, and brilliant indeed it ap- 
peared with its aisle crowded with gay naval and mili- 
tary uniforms. 

Soon the happy pair arrive, alight from the carriage, 
paee throogh the avenne of uniforma to the altar, where 
the bride is supported by her sisters, and the bridegroom 
by the "Goi^ns;" the ceremony over, away we go 
back to Bagatelle to congratulate and toast them in 
bumpers. 

On the 30th of Angnst we start for Tamatave, very 
glad to get away from t^e gaities and dissipation of 
Mauritius for a time, at leasts and to mend our hearts 

5th Septetrihei'.— From Manritius to Tamatave is joet a 
pleasant little voyage — about 400 miles. On starting, 
we shaped a course N.W. by W. ^ W., and thanks to a 
constant sonth-easter, have not deviated a quarter of a 
pomt the whole way. The weather has been very fine, 
the breezes balmy, just enough to temper the heat, 
which is now 75° ; the days, therefore, are enjoyable ; 
tlie nighta, without 'much dew, lightened by the full 
power of moon and stars, tempting one to avoid bed 
tutil the first hour of the middle watch. 

Having had a current in our &vour, about thirty mUeB 
a day, we have arrived a little before the expected time, 
and, therefore, last night had to heave-to to avoid the 
land. Nor could we make sail this morning until the 
sun had withdwrawu the veil of &>g, with which Mada- 
gascar is generally enveloped in the early hours. This 
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vapoury reil Beems to be symbolical of tbe state of 
Madagascar, b8 if, like a naughty girl, she had retired 
from the world aud " taken the veil." 

Tbe French frigate, " Hermionfl," is still here, await- 
ing the return of the mission party. At first one would 
think hei Commander onwise to hare remained at this 
monotonous semi-civilized place, instead of whiling tbe 
time away as we did at Mauritius. 

This afternoon the good old Bishop, Br. Meller, and 

C return on board, all the healthier for their trip 

to the capital, fall of the novelty of everything seen 
and heard ; the former enthuaiaatic abont the regene- 
ration of Madagascar, and overflowing with strong hf^ies 
of her bright foture, bnilt on the present Ghris^n 
appearance of numbers of the natives. The Bishop's 
langm^ is too copiooaly eulogistic to make mocb 
impression on our minds. In tbe natives he saw 
nothing but good ; be peopled Madagascar with angelic 
beings, bat we know too mnch of tbem to partake of 
the good man's hopes. Tbe lat« martyrdom of the 
natives seems to ' have overcome him ; he has beai 
token to the spots where the good Malagasbes suffered, 
and be thinks that there are yet many in the country 
who are ready to test tbe sincerity of their religion by 
an equally terrible ordeaL I should of conne like to 
believe all this. I feel pretty sure Hbo people are pro- 
gressing fast in everything. 

' Dr. Meller is full of. his scientific gatherings, in natural 
history, &c.,and highly delighted that so good a chance 
has fallen in his way, and, therefore, bos made the 

most of it. ' G has devoted himself to the soil of the 

country, wiUi reference to its capability of producing 
grain, animal food, and fhel, principally for the soke of 
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our regiments at Mauritius, which bo thoronghly de- 
peml u[ion Madagascar. 

The jonmey np — aboat 200 miles— occupied sizteen 
dayB of easy travelliDg, gdng aboat sevea honrs a day. 
They divided the total distance into sizteeo stages; 
their course ran due sotith ibr sixty miles ; west, seveDty, 
and then to the northward of west. The greatest dift- 
tanoe ecconiplished in one day being twenty-seven 
milefi, which was rather smart work, for there are do 
roads anywhere on the island, and the Malsgash instead 
of circumnavigating a hill go right over it. 

The land was marshy and low to the south, then to 
the westward their way was throu^ wood and jungle 
and ravine^ and to the northward, up-hill, steadily 
ascending to the capital. 

On striking to &e westward all admired the beauty 
of the scenery. As &r as the eye could reach they saw 
thousands of cattle browsing on the hills, which were 
coveied with verdure and wood. The rivers, numerous 
and broad, were almost alive with fish and alligators, 
and the air with birds of all kinds, including many 
flocks of beautiful green parrots, and others of even 
brighter plumage, and the earth lavishly clothed with 
YegetatioD, bedecked with rare, delicate, and fragrant 
flowers. Tobacco, cotton, sugar-cane and rice were 
seen growing in abundance. 

The doeer they got to the capital the colder was 
the climate, and, consequently, more enjoyable. Many 
villages were passed, some of considerable magnitude ; 
they found the inhabitants civil and obliging. In many 
places diey noticed a scanty proportion of children — a 
disproportion even more remarkable at Tamatave than 
at the capitaU The women attribute the fact to a 
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ireqa«Dt change of hnsbande, whicli often renders them 
ignorant as to the father of their children. Unlike 
most of the coloured race the people were Dot marked 
or tattooed. Modesty is not ranked amongst the virtuea 
' of the tender sex. 

In many of the -villages they sav oxen's horns stack 
on the tops of poles, and the same pecnliority was seen 
orer the catacombs and graves of Hote families. They 
seem to consider the ox a sacred animal. They have 
Tarioos other superstitions ; for instance, the wearing of 
charms as a defence gainst evil spirits. For certain 
diseases no medicine is given ; they are supposed to be 
the visitation of God, and the poor victims are left to 
chance ; to do otherwise wonld be a sacrilegious striving 
ag^nst the unseen powers. 

Betsimasaraki vrere the original settlers, but the 
Hovas landed on the east coast, and made their way 
to the centre of the island. After a time, having 
grown numerons, and the neighbonring tribes weaker, 
they held a great khabar, or consultation, in which it 
was determined to slaughter their enemies; so they 
invited the neighbouring Betsimasaraki to an enteiv 
tainment, and. killed them alL After this, they made 
war in different direction^ and gradually acquired their 
present supremacy. 

In the time of Badama I. the Betsimasaraki chiefly 
occupied the east and south-east coast ; and the nncle 
of a man now resident at Tamatave, and who occupies 
a fine sugar and rum estate across the Hivondro, 
was chief at the time when the Hovas took the 
ascendant. Badama met the chief at a river near 
Tamatave, and they "cut blood," as the term goes, 
in token of the King's supremacy, and in mtification 
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of oatha taken previously by the chief, and reiterated 
daring the operation. 

The " blood cutting " was in this wise : the King and 
chiefs met and saluted, they then bared their breasts, 
and a pnuctore being made in the skin, a pointed stick 
of a tree in repnte for its medicinal virtues, yielding a 
very bitter juice, was then dipped in the blood, and 
each touched with his tongue the blood of the other, 
Bwearing at t^e same time never to depart from the 
bond they had entered into. 

Generally the Horaa are a fine race, full-chested and 
strong limbed — Bxtraordinarily so, considering their 
meagre mode of living. Dinner, their principal meal, 
consists of rice taken in spoons of Bavanelle (Traveller's 
Tree), on each spoonful of which attendant slaves pour 
chicken broth ; sometimes the chicken is boiled sepa- 
rately, but is always eaten with the rice, and sometimes 
boiled with it 

Few were seen with hair on their faces, none with 
beard or whiskers, and few with moustachios — the effects 
of a law in the late qneen's time, which prohibited the 
wearing of hair on the face ; therefore all Hovas 
tneezed out their whiskers and grey hairs &om their 
head. This custom was abolished by law after her 
Majesty's death, but continues to this- day, from force 
of habit, and the pleasure derived from tweeziug out the 
hair. Every alternate Tuesday is the general "tweezing 
day." 

They wear their hair brushed up in a perpendicular 
heap. In the style of hair-dressing the females differ 
but little from the males. Both sexes are very even 
tempered ; they study to suppress all kinds of passion 
and excitement. 
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Aoother of their pecaliar cnstoms ie to change tiieit 
names on birth of a child, thus : Bnppose the father's name 
be Smith, he names the offspring Jones, then asKomeB 
Jones himself, with the addition of Rami (^ther of), 
Bami Jones, and Smith is gradually discarded. 

Namea commencing vith Andria do not change, be> 
cause it is the title of nobility and blood royal. 

In this way the former governor of Tamatave ao- 
qoired the name of " Father of Great Thonghts," 
having had a son bom he called h i"i " Behevitra," 
signifying ^^reat tbonghta. 

Several times the people serenaded oar party, singing 
the praises of King Badama, the joys of peace, and the 
happy state of their village ; and with not nnmnsical 
voices, generally aocompanying themselves on the 
bamboo harp. 

At Tamatave there were freqoent midnight caroosing^ 
mostly by slaves, who, after their evening meal at nine, 
take to bamboos, Jews' harps, Sen. ; they idle through 
the day, and keep up these midnight orgies nntil 2 or 
3 A.M, The Hovas made laws to prevent this, bat 
have only partially succeeded. At Tamatave at 9 p.h 
the gnn fires &om the fort, at which time every oce 
mast be domiciled, and the police are on the look oat 
for law-breakers. 



3 by Google 



A NATIVE WAKE. 



C3HAPTER XXI 

A Na^TS wake — ArrivBl of the Muaion in the capital — Their prooei- 
non to the King'* palace — The reception — The Eiuga banquet — 
The''JBk»" — Hi« Hajeaf; dtmoes a " fliog "— FestlTitiea— Tiie dt; 
of TantanariTo; its Market-plaee and boaaara — The King's preaenti 
to all bi* mala gneata — The dien of the natiTe l^iea — Mada- 
gascar taartfr* — Qneen "J(3ebel'B''onieltlea — The "Prune" treo— 
OoremoT of l^mntare ; his houM^ Sk. — The Order of Badama IL — 
We leave again for the Haoritiaa. 

At Tamatave Dr. M witnessed a wake on the 

death of a woman, which partook of the Irish m some 
degree. All the moumerB got gradually drunk on 
beteihets (grog) ; a lighted candle was placed over the 
corpse, which lay in state, clothed in lamba, and grace- 
fully atraoged. The fiddlers, drummerB, and clarionet 
players, marched lound and round the house with ap- 
propriate funeral action. A chief mourned, and a toper 
sat at the door, with white calico bandage ronnd his 
head, and wared hia hands to and fro with esceedve 
gravity, uttering from time to time ench guttural Bounds 
as his grief and betflibets permitted. This went on all 
night, with a great crowd in attendance, compoeed 
mainly of the old lady's slaves and those of her re- 
lations. 
Our party were metat every village by the "veloomas" 
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of the people ; indeed, many times dancers came and 
performed before them. The dancing of the women is 
peculiar, being a slow shufBing of the feet backwards 
and forwards to periodical Btope, at which (2anaeuM claps 
her hands, all performers change tnne and danaeuas her 
measure, and after two or three tnms she Balaams. 

Several poles, with forked heads, were seen at the 
different villages ; they appear in commemoration of 
the rite of cinmmcisioo. They are stnck up on each 
occasion of the ceremony, and prayers are made beneath 
them that the patient may do well. 

On nearing ihe capital everything appeared more 
ciTilised, houses better built, with doors and windows ; 
stairs, chairs, bedsteads, and other civiliBed household 
appliances. Several were two stories hi^, and well 
fumifihed. 

I.ady Hovas were met with, their servants carrying 
their mistresses' umbrellas ; hut, strange to say, though 
otherwise well dressed, they were mostly shoeless. 

In the evem'ngs the mission party were frequently 
entertained with singing by Christian women, who ao 
oompanied their voices with the bamboo harp, and snng 
from hymn books ; not that they were really more reli- 
gious for so doing, for many, when opportunity offered, 
showed great looseness of morals. Many of these ladies 
were fashionably dressed, having, besides other finery, 
frilled skirts and patent leather shoes. When sick, 
they have a strange custom of painting their cheeks 
white, 

At last the Mission reached the capital, and were 
received by the king's ofGcers with great ceremony, 
and next day were presented at court, where the King 
and Queen received them most graciously. The next 
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day they were inTJted to tbe "Arena," to see a pig and 
ox fight, not merely against each other, bnt against 
men— altogether a horrid and cruel exhibitioa, for the 
atlimals were almost tame. Afterwards a grand pro- 
cession was formed and matched thioDgh the town. 
Each gentleman tooh a lady of the oourt, the latter 
flaringly and grotesquely dressed, marvellons head^^ear, 
&c., &C. One lady wishing to arrange her nndeivlinen, 
which had become entangled, coolly turned up her 
clothes, showing a pair of stockings of bright vermiUon, 
patent leather pumps, &c. Their hair was frizzled and 
piled op, and decorated with artificial fiowers. The 
processicHi walked in pairs, band in front, a long line of 
guards on each side, and lastly came Eing Eadama, 
(dressed in plain black) and his consort. A great crowd 
of women sat on the top of a wall by the road side, and 
chanted their national anthem and praises of the King 
as he passed. 

The bandmaster leads his roiisjcians on a large long 
shell, through which he blows, and Inings forth the 
most monotonoos sounds. The procession is swelled 
and elongated by f4>parently all the tagrag-and-bobtail 
of the place, from the circumcised slave to the silk 
lombaMilad Malagash dandy. Thus they more on to 
a email cott^e, and there have a picnic on the grass. 

After this picnic they fall in again four deep. There 
are some 200 or 300 people present, marching very 
slowly, and occasionally drinking fix)m bottles of water. 
On passing a sentinel-boz, troops present arms. They 
arrive at the palace, where a great halt is proclaimed, 
the national anthem again sung, after which tbey 
adjourn to the King's private house, and there sit down 
to a great spread, which ia orderly and well managed. 
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But one pecnliaritj was observed ia it, the King took 
np a Jai^e piece of edible BtufT, soft and oily, bit a 
piece of it, and passed it ronnd to the company, who 
followed his example. Afterwards they were told th&t 
this meat was called " jaka," or meat of last year, and 
was used on great festivals as a token of amity, each 
person taking his bite very solemnly and silently. On 
this occasion every one turned to the westward on biting, 
bowing three times, in respect to the King. 

After dinner ^here was a dance, during which his 
Majesty got, what we sailors call, three sheets in the 
wind ; the ladies seem to have been willing to go &rther, 
and do worse. Finally, the king danced a " fling" with 
a yoong ofBcer of the Mission. 

The city of Tantanariro is situated on a hilL The 
honsee are closely built, mostly of wood, and thatched 
with palm-leaf. Nearly every house has its great 
magtoine just outside, marked by a large stone, in which 
they keep their rice and other food. These stores are 
frequently side by side with the sewer. 

Each district appears to have a market ; itom one 
salient point as many as five markets could be seen at 
one time ; the largest are at the north-west end, and are 
held on Friday. The smaller ones, or bazaars, are 
open every and all day. 

At the latter, egge, ironmongery, poultry, soap, horn 
spoons, calico and vegetables are sold. 

At the larger market there are some five or six hun- 
dred vendors selling native salt, palmyra starch, spade- 
handles, native medicines, ribbons, lambas, knives, &c 
Each vendor has a square of earth, on which he places 
a mat and all his stores. Many of the party bought 
locks of Hova women's hair at sixpence per lock. 
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On the 16tli of Aagnet the Eiug ordered his cham- 
berlain to give a gnuid dinner to the foreigners, at which 
howerer, according to custom, he could not be present. 

The King presents to each Enropean young man who 
has attended his gaities, the yoang lady with whom he 
seems to have been smitten. Usoally this strange 
present came rery unexpectedly, for instance : — In one 
of their evening rambles our party met near the palace 
a young lady of noble birth, who was on her way to the 
British embassy, attended by her slaves and handmaids, 

for the purpose of presenting to Lieutenant a 

present of &uit This young lady was not at all ill- 
looking, was probably of Sakalava or Betaraina caste, as 
her hair, unliJie the Hovas', was frizzly. It was frizzled 
up, however, to the best advantage, and would have 
been with great difficulty pressed into a moderate-sized 
clothes-bag. She was dressed in a well got-up white 
muslin drees, with rather a short skirt, beneath which 
the dimity seemed scanty. Her feet were cased in 
patent leather shoes, evidently tight, and not quite 
suited to the rough broken boulders and chalk over 
which she had passed. The nngallant lieutenant grace- 
ftdly accepted the fruit but not the bearer, to the great 
disappointment of the fair creature. 

lie kidies dress in a fashion acquired in the first 
Badama's reign (contemporary sovereign to Geoi^e IV.) : 
two of his officers baring been sent to England and 
educated at the Borough Bead British School, and, 
returning, brought back the fashions of the period, to 
which the ladies have adhered. 

The Bishop and party visited the spots where the 
martyrs sufiered in the late " Jezebel " queen's reign ; it 
is said 100,000 people were killed. One of these places 
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is an oTerhanging rock near the palace with a fall of 200 
feet, from which the martyrs were made to leap. It is 
said that the cruel qaeen nsoally wibiessed these mur- 
ders. On one occasion there was a yonng girl whom the 
qneen liked, and who professed herself a Cbrifitian, for 
which she was to die ; but the queen, hoping to convert 
her by a terrible example, ordered sereral men to be 
thrown off the rock at one time, in the sight of the poor 
girl ; but even this did not daunt her, for she was the 
more entbnsiastic and ready to follow them, and tried to 
make the leap, but was prevented ; the executioner hit 
her a blow on the head, and then persoaded the people 
that she was mad, bad her removed to a prison within 
the city, and thus saved her. She snrvived the qaeen, 
married, and died only a year or two ago. 

There is a prune tree at the bottom of the valley 
where the martyrs fell, some of whose mangled remains 
were caught by its branches; a part of these branches 
the Bishop and party carried away, in memory of theeo 
poor glorious Malagash martyrs. 

At another place, where the martyrs were cradfied, 
a part of the upright of the cross was still standing and 
one arm of it was decaying in the ground. 

Beyond this, and in the south incline of the city, is 
the ditch and bank where the others were killed; this 
was especially set apart for the slaughtering of men. 
The poor wretches were ranged along the bank, and 
made to incline the head downwards, pointing to the 
ditch ; while two men with assegais stood behind ; and 
on the word being given, drove the speare through the 
victims backs, in the region of the kidneys. AX the 
north-end of the city is a place where many were burnt, 
and the remains of some can still be seen. It is said 
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tli&t msaj entbaedBstB vished for death, and had to be 
prevdnted immolating tbemselvee. 
' Up to tbe last month of the late queen's reign, many 
of the martyrs had to go through a strange and iuhnman 
ordeal: a ressel containing poison, and another con- 
tainiDg rice-water, in which was placed three pieces of 
fowl's skin, were prepared. The accused drank the 
former, then the latter ; if the victim vomited the three 
pieces of skin, be was innocent ; bat if not, more poison 
was given nntil death ensued. Poison was so much used 
in the qneen's reign, that the people in the present day 
have a custom of always tasting the drink they offer 
their guests, to satisfy them. The 8it«s of martyrdom 
have been bought by tiie London Missionary Society, 
on which they purpose building chapels, &c. 

In consequence of the liberal spirit of the present 
King, Christianity is gradoally progressing. Strange to 
say, many Bibles have come to light after being buried 
twenty years. The Christians eae remarkable for their 
cleanliness in person and habitation. On the retnm 
journey, our party passed through a village of them, and 
were much struck with their happy condition. 

The Jesuits are doing all they can to establish them- 
selves, hut our misBionaries are preferred. While our 
party were at the capital the latter held a service at 
church, at which 1000 people attended. 

Dr. M , to whom I am indebted for most of these 

particulars, haa made a good collection of birds and 
plants, and veaj valuable specimens of the various kinds 
of timber growing in Madagascar ; giving the names, 
localities, habih^ use, &c., &c., of many woods on the 
island, all of which he has sent to the Foreign OSSce. 
He has in his own opinion produced greater results here 
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in rix weeks tlisn he would have done m tlie Zambesi 
in as many years ; and as Madagascar is a far more 
prolific field for scientific research, and more interesting 
to every one, and above all more suitable to bis health, 
it would be a good thing to let him take up hie quarters 
here for a time, to enable him to open up to the world 
the natural history of this wonderful country. 

TLe Bishop brings news that the conmation of the 
King is to come off on the 23rd of September, so that 

General J and party cannot be down until the 5th 

of October; therefore Captain W determines to 

return to the Mauritius to take back the Bishop. 

In consequence of the forthcoming coronation, the 
natives, desirous of attending the ceremony, are greedily 
seeking every kind of ornamental apparel, or even cloth 
garments of any description, and paying fabulous prices 
for them. We have a Jew Arab on board continually 
(a great rascal), who endeavours to buy up everything 
iQ the shape of uniforms ; for very brilliant things, such 
as epaulets, &c-, he gives very high prices ; but for other 
kinds of clothes he seems to know about the value. 

On our arrival on the 5th I took some despatches to 
the Grovemor of Tamatave ; a marine carried them in a 
box, and also a hag of letters. For nearly an hour we 
were kept waiting outside the house. This house is situ- 
ated within the fort ; but hke most of the others at Tama- 
tave, only standing on posts, and connected to another 
bam-like place by a bridge at the top back window or 
door of each. I soon saw the cause of my being kept 
waiting ; the Governor was rigging up for the recep- 
tion. Many half-naked men, women and chitdreu passed 
and re-passed across the bridge with various articles — 
a green flowing coat, a pair of goloshes, a shabby 
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caraliy sword, dirty pillow, && At last he was foil 
rigged, and I wae admitted. AscendiDg three woodea 
steps I foand myBclf in a bare, bam-like room, Toid of 
all furmture except two chairs. There vas a staircase 
leading to the loft abore, and at the top a brownish, 
saUow-looking man sat, clothed in a long, green, slightly- 
embroidered coat over a cmmpled cotton shirt He 
wore a grey wide-awake hat ^nd his legs were cased in 
white panjamas, or drawers ; feet in goloshes and socks. 
This is the Grovemor of Tamatave, a soldier of forty 
years' standing, ahigh functionary of state — ofthirteenlh 
hoDonrl Descending &om his dais of three steps he 
gave me a very cold clammy hand, which he suffered 
me to shake, and then returned to his chair of state. 
On his right stood three Ho?a soldiers, in straw hats 
and white lambas, each having a rusty old cavalry 
sword unsheathed ; they leant against the wall, occa- 
sionally laughing and talking to the Governor — these 
were bis guard. On his left stood a broad-shouldered, 
intelligent-looking Hotb, without bat, shoes, or stock- 
ings, but wearing a white lamba reaching to the knees ; 
he also had an old cavalry sword, and occasionally 
chatted with the potentate on " three steps." 

I was desired to be seated, having on my right the 
marine with the mail. I intimated that I had brought 
despatches, &c. After much delay the Postmaster was 
sent for; in the interim (about an hour) the Governor 
alternately looked at the box, his soldiers, and myself, 
with a semi-solemn smile, occasionally enjoying a laugh 
with his guard concerning them ; doubtless wondering 
how so much could be written concerning so little. At 
last the Postmaster arrived, a very dark Hova, clad in 
European black ; he alto grinned at the mail, it being 
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the first time, I believe, he had been called apoa to 
exercise bis bigk office. Seeing there was bnt little 
chance of further movements, I asked for a receipt, but 
the Governor smilingly said that the Postmaster first 
of all wished to see the contents, so I had to w^t a 
little longer. In the meantime, the European inhabi- 
tants dropped in, anxious to get their letters. At last 
a hatchet wor sent for, and baring once secured this 
means of " breaking the spell," the lusty marine soon 
broke open the huge mail-box, and displayed its coor 
tents — "a little bag of letters." This was carefully 
handed to the Governor, who looked at it wonderiugIy> 
half incredulously, holding it ont at arm's length, 
smiling complacently the while, and reading proudly, 
but ludicrously, and in tolerable good Engli^: "To 
Sia ExaeBetiey the Governor of Tamatave ;" for his good 
English I could not help complimenting him. The 
Kuropesns could stand this no longer ; one gentleman 
quickly assisted to open the bag, and to sort the letters. 
In the meantime a bottle of beer was brought in and 
some ale-glasses. About half a gill of this beer was 
poured Into each tumbler, and handed round with much 
ceremony; we all touched glasses with the GJovemor, 
Baying, " Velooma I" After a little more delay I got 
my receipt, signed by the Postmaster in large English 
letters "Po^Tnader-Oeneral." 

While we were waiting for the Postmaster the Gover- 
nor asked me " if I had a cocked-hat to dispose of." I 
bad much difficulty in keeping a grave countenance in 
explaining that each officer bad only one ; that if, nn- 
fortnnately, he parted with it, he could not replace it, 
as we were so &r from England. 

Qth S^temher. — In the afternoon we started for the 
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HanritioB, where we arrived on the 10th, the time on 
the voyage pasaing pleasantly eoongh, hearing the ad* 
ventures of onr Madf^ascar travellers, especially that 
of the Bishop, who generally of an evening was sor- 
ronuded by a tot of us, aeldng him no end of questions, 
and hearing the most interesting yams from the good 
old gentleman, who was enraptured with Madagascar 
and the Malagashes. Last Sunday be preached a sot- 
mon from the eleventh chapter of Hebrews, and related 
his visit to the spots where the Malagash martyrs sof- 
fered, and dwelt with much feeling on the subject^ on 
the noble sacrifice which these poor unenlightened 
coloured creatures had made for their Maker, how great 
most have been their faith and their reward, && 

lOih September. — Now, once more at Port Louis, we 
have scarcely dropped anchcn-, when an iovitation is 
brought off to a ball this evening. Cards begin to pour 
in, and so we may be cooaidered once more launched on 
the sea of gaiety. 

Things were flowing cm in this pleasant way, when an 
aflkir occurred which has quite clouded our enjoyments, 
and affected the happiness of every Englishman on the 
island, especially the military. A ball was given by 
the young French gentlemen — few military officers 
have generally mixed in their society, or gone to their 
gatherings ; in gtct, only three officers of the 5th Begi- 
ment. This time, these three, together with ^•^— , 
went. Everything passed amicably enough until nearly 
the terminatioD, when a young Frenchman, en patM'ni 
in the dance, very rudely pushed one of the English- 
men, who, on again meeting, returned the insult with 
interest. The dog of a Frenchman then coolly went 
close to him and spat in his face ; and then, like a 
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coward, made off — bis countrymeD preaaiDg round the 
Engliehman to hinder hia movemeata. It was Btraoge 
Uie latter did not at once knock the Frenchman down ; 
he was taken anawares, and let tlie opportunity slip ; 
but stranger atill, instead of getting up early the next 
morning to thrash him, he let the time slip until late 
in the day, when he asked the opinion of his mess, 
who, one and all, colonel at their head, said he (the 
Frenchman) must be thrashed, and they would bear the 
consequences : pay all ciril law costs for tke assault ; 
and, if necessary, the £2000 for the restoration of the 
officer's conuuission. But Uie Englishman placed his 
honour in the hands of his four companions, who, I be> 

lieve, advised " calling out" S very generously 

volunteered to be hia second, sought out the French 
oamaOle, and delivered the challenge. The Frenchman 
and Mends wishing to get clear of the serious result, 
apologized. So it was settled. 

The Frenchman got off to Mah^buigh, a distance of 
thirty miles, to hide himself; while many of the best 
principled of his countrymen called on the regiment, con- 
doled the English officer, pronounced the insulter " no 
countrymen " of tbeiis, and vowed to resent the insult. 

I think these protestations were hollow, and that 
secretly they were glad that we had been humbled — no 
matter the means — Frenchmen are not generally par- 
ticular on this score. 

It is well known that the French, as a body, have 
been jealous of us ever since the conquest of the island ; 
they have held aloof irom, and cherished their dislike 
of us. Unluckily, when the island was ceded to us, we 
agreed to preserve their laws ; and most of the capital 
being in their hands, they have had pretty much their 
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own way until lately. However, thanks to the energy, 
steady perseverance and diligence of our cotmtrymen, 
capital and property have gradaally changed hands, 
and commerce has flowed our way, which has increased 
the ill-feeling toward us. 

Were it not for the cholera, something more serious 
than mere ill-feeling might be the upshot; no less pro- 
bably than a petty revolution, or some other such little 
" Fauboarg St AJitoine " excitement ; but the cholera 
has stepped in, and is gradually frightening many of the 
richest French families away to France and Bourbon. 
May they go, I say, and never return ; for two elements 
— English and French — will not amalgamate. 

2iW September— Sunday.— The good little Dr. R 

and I take a carriole and drive out to Marsh's Cottage, 
about three miles on the Maka Road ; and there put 
up until this morning. This afternoon we walked down 
the " railway cutting," and saw the part of the Grand 
River, over which the Government purposed throwing 
the railway bridge ; it is about 106 feet deep, and 400 
across, and will cost aboat £30,000 : there are to be 
about three of these bridges. The railway ia to run 
through the island, and will doubtless increase the 
wealth of the inhabitants. 

26lh S^ember. — The mail having arrived, and there 
being nothing to delay us longer, we leave the Mauri- 
tius this afternoon for Tamatave, in order to re-embark 
the embassy, who are expected to be ready aboat the 
5th of October. 

On going out of the harbour the old ship created 
quite a sensation, astonishing ihe ofiScers of the Penin- 
sular and Oriental mail packet "Nepaul," by her active 
movements. 
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3rd OdtAer, — Aiter a pleasant passage of aboTit seren 
days we arrive at Tamatave, in spite of an aggravating 
south-west cnrrent, which did all it could to delay ns. 
Here we find the French frigate " Henoione," and her 
tender, " La Perle." The French brought on board an 
absurd report that the members of our embassy have 
been massacred. 

On leaving this port on the 6th alt., we left K , 

the asBiBtant colonial-secretary, and M — ~, of the Artil- 
lery, on a shooting tour. We now find them well pleased 
with their trip, having each bagged and stuffed over 
seventy birds, which they shot about seventy miles in- 
land to the northward. 

M is quite ready to rejoin the "Gorgon;" but 

his fellow-sportsman is not yet tired of Madagascar, 

Gth October. — Two lieuteuante arrive to-day from the 
capital, having preceded the rest of the Mission a 
day's journey ; both are in good health and spirits, and 
delighted with their expedition ; their dress appears to 
be the only thing that has safTeied— one looks very 
much like a seedy " turncock " or New Biver water- 
man, and the other like a " navvy." 

The general, and the remainder of the party arrive, 
and come on board immediately, fresh from th9 road. 
The fort salntes the former with eleven guns, which we 
return. 

Most of the party appear to have lost flesh — the 
general especially ; all are highly delighted with their 
trip, but exceedingly glad to be once mote on bowd the 
" Gorgon." 

From what I can gather from them, the Mission has 
been very successful, although the French wete there 
to divide the honours. The King's preference for the 



3 by Google 



OSDEB OF RADAMA IT.' 833 

EnglislL was almost too marked. For instance, the 
French embassy having drawn np a treaty to suit their 
interests, presented it to the King for rati6cation, who 

showed it to General J for his opinion, and, in con- 

Beqaence, one or two objectionable articles were struck 
oat, much to the disgust of the French, who remon- 
strated ; bat were told by the King that bo weighty an 
affair gave him full right to consult hiafrirnds. 

The King got up rifle matches, at which the French ' 
seem to have been beaten by onr officers. This is not 
much to occasion triumph, certainly, but such small 
events make a deep impression on each a nation as 
Madagascar. 

When both English and French were on a visit to 
the King, tiie former were invited to outstay tiie latter ; 
end as soon as the latter were gone the King threw off 
all reserve. 

Again, every member of oar embassy was presented 
with the Order of Badama II. — a kind of Legion of 
Honour only newly instituted and for the first time 
conferred — while only two of the French received it. 

The Order ia worn as a medal on the breast ; is a kind 
of Maltese Cross of white enamel over silver gilt, tlie 
centre part black, surrounded by two gilt circles, be- 
tween which are the words " Badama IV in gilt ]ett«r% 
the whole surmounted by an imperial crown, and sus- 
pended by a red ribbon ; a butttm-ribbon is also pro- 
vided. This Order was manufactured in France, and 
was evidently brought out by the French commia- 



Nothing could exceed the kindness met with by onr 
embassy, both on their journey to and from the capital ; 
and at Tantanarivo all classes of Malagashes, &om the 
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Eiog and Queen downward^, treated them most hos- 
pitably. 

A great deal is aaid aboat the spread of Christianity, 
and progreas of the people ; but civilization haa bronght 
with it a great amount of vice, especially amongst tiie 
female sex, from the ladies of the court downwarda. 
I believe this does not arise ^m mere sensuality, bat 
from extreme admiration of the white man. The KiDg, 
like all claasea of his subjects, is voraciooa after know- 
ledge; he is senflible, generous, humane, and liberal- 
minded ; in fact, they say he carries his humanity too 
far, not permitting even a murderer to lose his life ; 
this feeling, doubtless, is the reaction after the tyranny 
of the late queen. 

On reading Mr. Ellis's book on Mad^ascar, one 
would suppose that Christianity had thoroughly taken 
root, but &om our travellers it appears to be used as 
something ornamental 

The quantity of gear the embassy have brought on 
board is marvdloualy great. Madagascar must be repre- 
sented in all its branches of arts and sciences — with the 
useful we have no end of trash. Our little cockpit, oar 
p&rlonr and bedroom, is thoroughly taken up with this 
chaos of luggage ; the upper deck is a large menagerie 
— a kind of Chaplin and Home's, or Fickford and Co.*8 
depdt ; oar cabins and messes are filled likewise. 

7th October. — Having at last shipped all the baggage 
of the Mission, we start for the Mauritius ; where we 
arrive on the twelfth (Sunday), land the mission and 
their belongings. Half the day has been devoted to 
them, the other half is a peaceful contrast ; the hubbub 
and labour has ceased, and we remember it is hallowed 
Sunday. 
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Up to the 15tli (Wednesday) we are employed codiog 
and proviffloning, in the meantime our people are gatbei^ 
iog in the harvest; they are all over the country, 
bidding farewell to all their friends who ha^ve treated 
them BO hospitably and kindly. 

The gOD-room officers had acquired such a reputatioa 
in " pudding eating," that while we were at the Mau- 
ritius two invitationg were sent to them to "duff" oo 
shore. 

There are maay of us who leave the Mauritius much 
changed. Three months of the genial society of the 
tender sex has done much to soften our hard natures, 
and to expand those tender feelings and sosceptihilities 
which had shmuk to the narrow compass consequent 
on such a secluded life as ours usually is. I can say 
that even the ugly name of " Gorgon " has become dear 
to many at the MiiuritiuB; aod on leaving the following 
day, the number of people who assembled on board to 
say farewell, and their sincere manner, testified that we 
had employed our time most profitably, viz., in the 
promotion of goodwill and fellowship. Yes, we are 

sad ; for we leave our doctor, the good E , the kind, 

gentle, even-tempered soul, favourite of every one — the 
lame, halt, and blind in particular. This was fully 
shown to-day, for we gave him three cheers, and felt 
deeply for hiqi, affected not only by our loss of him, 
but by the melancholy interest excited by his sickly 
appearance ; we seemed, indeed, to be parting with him 
for ever I The poor fellow stood up in the boat, and 
with a fiiint voice did bis best to return the heartfelt 
farewell ; and I am sure he is as sorry to leave us as we 
him. Hut he mast go, his life being in great danger ; 
oonsomption has already reduced him to skin and hone. 
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and another crnise in the unhealthy Mozambiqae would 
kill him ; if anything can restore him, it is the society 
of bis wife and child, the comforts and joys of home, 
and the summer of England ; therefore I am glad he 
is gone. 
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CHAPTER XXn 

Airlntl Rt Johanna— We meet with our old frlsnd the " Pioneer "—A 
ohat over the put — Prepantioiu foT anotfaer crtti«e — Off Cope Del- 
gado— Depurture of the hoatt— The " Peugniu'B " tronblBs— We re- 
Tint Zaaziliai — Ooi interpreter, " BoUbead," again tunu np — The 
Arab infbnnen — We go In March of the '■Pengnin" — AiriTnl at 
Iauoo— Thonghti on the Blars Trade— To Brava— A dbor in dght 
— BraT»,tbe "Kigbton" of theeoait — The " Penguin "tnmi up here 
— Dodging abont the "Line" — loEDbordinatioQ of oneof tlieoreir— 
Hit trial and pnoubment — En route to Zanzibar. 

2Uh OckAer. — ^After a very fine paasage, carried along 
by the fresh S.W. monsooo, we arrive at Johanna, gpring- 
ing leaks in tiiree places on the way, which combined 
and made eighteen inches of water daily. To oar great 
surprise, we find oor old &iend, the little "Pioneer." 

Immediately on anchoring, Dr. Livingstone and the 
"Pioneers" come on board, looking far better than 
whKi we left them in April last. Since that time they 
had pot together and lannched the' " Z^y Nyassa," 
Burreyed the Bovooma for about 100 miles, found it 
impracticable for navigation, on account of its shallow- 
ness, visited Johanna, returned, and now here again. 

They all dined on board, and we chat over old times, 
onr p^oos boat-cruise up the Zambesi, &c., they tell 
VB tlkat the missionaries have been forced to beat a 
retreat about sixty miles down the river, and that 
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haTing done so, tlieir prestige is lost Mr. Stewart, the 
Scotch misBioDaty, intends returning to Scotland, cod- 
TJnced that it would be madness to establish a mission 
station in this part of the coiintry. 

For one reason we are sorry to haTe met the 
" Pioneer," for thereby we lose Dr. Meller, a companion 
of nine months, and who in that time has endeared him- 
self to ue, and we cannot afford to part with him eitbei 
professionaUy or privately. 

The " Pioneer" is rather hard up for men, formerly 
she had hired Johanna men ; but she having lately ran 
off with some of the King's slaves, that potentate not 
only ordered his subjects on board the " Pioneer " to 
flee to the mountains, but forbade others joining her. 
I believe Dr. Livingstone ascribes this misfortune to 

Mr. Y ^"s bad treatment of them, but this officer oon- 

vinced me that it was not so. 

Letters &om onr senior ofBcer, Captain G , of the 

" Orestes," inform as that he is at Zanzibar ; we there- 
fore get in proTisions, endeavour to stop leaks, and 
then away to find her. It appears that she has made 
no prizes, that neither the captain nor the officers wish 
it — considering anything under a bond fide slave ship 
unfair game. On our meeting her, she goes to the 
Mauritius to give her crew a run on shore and tlie 
officers a little civilised life, and then rejoins us. We 
also expect to meet the " Feuguin " at Zanzibar, when 
she will go to the Cape. 

Day by day the weather gets excessively hot, oyer^ 
coming us with languor and debility, the old stagers 
seemtDg to feel it more than the others. 

The great topic of conversation and thought in this 
small world of ours is the detaching of boats. Our 
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midshipmen being entirely new to it, are for ever asking 
qnestioDs, making preparations, and thinking of it by 
day and night, in the daytime thoronghly engrossed by 
it, in the night poesessed with horrible dreams, suddenly 
starting up as if engaged in mortal combat with some 
pirate Arab ; thus fired by our having received news 
that the "Ariel's" boat's-crew were beaten off on one 
#ccasion, the officer wounded, and the meu nearly all 
drowned. Indeed, of late, several boats'-crews have 
shared a similar fate. 

Oar mids long for the roving life of boat croising ; 
bnt there is one calamity, generally the most serions 
with them, which they do not think, or know of, viz., 
almost a certainty of deficient food. 

27^ Oetober, — Great preparations are made for boat 
cruising. 0nc6 more we hear the bosy clang of the 
blacksmidi's hammer, and the incessant noise of car- 
penters fitting the boats for detached service ; it seems 
like the opening of another campaign. Bed rover-like 
caps once more make their appearance in the night- 
watches in anticipation of boat-work. This time we are , 
better off in many respects, but worse in others, for 
dhow catching ; greater support from Foreign Office ; 
more favourable treaties ; Americans can be hoarded ; 
Zanzibar limits are really ignored ; and greater attention 
has been given to fitting the boats. Bnt on the other 
hand, we are late in season ; all 0^ old cruiijiDg officers 
n-ith all their experience, are gone, and scarcely one 
of our present officers knows anything of the service. 

Colonel R is no longer at Zanzibar, and the orders 

are more stringent against destroying dhows captured 
and for taldng them te Zanzibar, which, of course, will 
cripple oor power. And the boats, though better found/ 
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SO far a« proTisionB and tackle are coDcemed, are not 
boilt on principles to render them more seaworthy ; and, 
lastly, the officers themselves do not go away so willingly 
or zealooaly. 

About 9 F.H. we got pretty close' to the coast, near 
Cape Delgado ; and the watch-fires blazing np along the 
coEiBt reminded as of the last campaign ; howcTer, this 
time, it cannot be that Johnny Arab has seen us and 
given notice to his fellows, for night has long closed in. 
We look on the scene not without pleasure, though it 
reminds us of hard times. 

The second cutter and second gig go away immedi- 
ately, K in charge, F his companion, liairiage 

seems to have made a little difference in the fonner, for, 
contrary to his old custom of seeking adventure, Jie is 
no longer merry on going ; greater responsihilitiefl, more 
to live for, &o., at the bottom of it ; however, I think 
he will be all right to-morrow, sailing along the refresh- 
ing land, with smooth sea and a blue sky, with perhaps 
a dhow or two in sight to chase ; this will surely ani- 
mate him. 

It is a beautifol moonlight night, the southern crosB 
shining brightly over our stem; a nice fresh brees^ 
just snfScient to invigorate us, and to disturb the douds' 
shadows and blow the sea into ripples. The boats are 

ready, and K ^is only waiting for the master, who is 

doing his best to shoq^ a star for its latitude (benighted 
man I). At last all is ready, the officers jump into their 
boats and sbove off; we give them good-night and 
best wishes, and then torn ahead with the paddlee, and 
soon they are dingy specks on the distant sea. 

SOih October. — Last night we came to, off the south- 
eadt side of Zanzibar, having too little daylight left to 
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complete the journey. However, early oext morning, 
we are again under way, and at noon arriTe at Zan- 
zibar, fnlly expecting to see both the " Orestes " and 
" Penguin " here, but found neither, nor was onr cob- 
Bulate flag flying, which was accounted for in this way : 
the former ship left on the third of Sq)tember, with 

Col. F , with the intentioD of taking him, on account 

of broken-down constitution, to Aden, The " Penguin " 
bad not been heard of since the 15th of September ; 
but her cutter came alongside directly we anchored, in 
cbai^ of the second master, and having on board, besid es 
her own crew, the men of the " Penguin's " second 
whaler, which bad been swamped. These two boats 
were detached from tfae " Pengnin " about 300 milee to 
the northward of Zanzibar, with otdem to rendezvous 
the latter port in about fourteen days. Now, they 
had to beat this distance against a strong current and 
& W. monsoon ; consequently, after losing her consort, 
the officer in charge of the cutter, after great difficulty 
and hardship, managed to fetch tiiis port in seven weeks ; 
his men of coarse worn out by incessant toil, bad 
weather, and hot sun, to say nothing of getting and 
cooking provisions. On arrival at Zanzibar no " Pen- 
guin " was to be seen, and so this boat has been awaiting 
her arrival a month ; the men in the meantime living 
OD the generosity of the Hamburg Consul, but are much 
distressed for clothes. 

This illustrates one of the evils of this coast work. 
Some captains look too much to the " baubees," and too 
little to ^e health of their men ; showing, besides, sel- 
fishuesa and want of adaptation to this service ; for they 
mi^t, with due thought and consideration, gain both 
ends. 
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Wbat could Lieutenant M Iiave been about, wlien 

he sent his two boat^ away to batter against the etroDg 
S. W. monsoon and current for 300 milen? The 
real object of their cruise was nullified ; for they had 
quite enough to do against wind and sea, without any 
energies to spare for suppressing the slare trade. Of 
course the result was, one boat lost, the other damaged, 
the men worn out and left to the generosity of fo- 
reigners. It was by a miracle the lives of the swamped 
boat's-crew werfe saved ; and not only did the lieatenant 
endanger the boats, but by sending away the only nayi- 
gator on board — the second master — he endangered hia 
ship as well, for she has not been heard of for a long 
time ; and, being anxious for her safety, we are now 
going to search for her. In so doing we will expend, I 
dare say, 200 tons of coals at £3 per ton. 

Zanzibar appears to be much the same as when we 
last visited it. I notice one building completed ; but 
as to trade and the condition of the psQple, it has gone 
back greatly. Askmg the reason, the indolent Arabs 
tell us that Zanzibar is rapidly decaying in consequence 
of the gradual loss of its slave trade ; but on being 
asked why they don't provide against such a frightfnl 
fiiture by cultivating their rich land, they impotently 
fold their hands upon their breasts and look helpless. 

The island of Zanzibar, as I have scud, would produce 
almost anything; but I believe it is willed tiiat the 
slave-dealing propensity of its people shall be their 
destruction, ^e accursed tra£Bc has absorbed all tiieir 
energy ; and they deserve to perish, even were it alone 
for the misery which they have and do entail on at least 
50,000 of their fellow-creatnres yearly. 

Previous to this year the "Lyra," "Gorgon,"* and 
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" Ariel " had almost stopped tiie traffic, and had esta- 
blished a wholesome dread of us on the coast ; but in 
oae season this work has been all undone. 

Many captains hare gone to extremes when prize- 
money has been the sole motive, and captured every 
dhow with even a shadow of a slave on board, thus 
doing as much damage as good^-destroying legitimate 
trade, which we should of course endeavour to encourage. 

It will be remembered that last season we had an in- 
terpreter or iofonner, named Bullhead, the *' monocular," 
whose head has often been in jeopardy, but who seems 
to have as charmed a life ae the " Nana " of India. At 
Johanna we heard for certain that he bad been be- 
headed by 1^ Sultan of Zanzibar ; but, on our arrival, 
be once more makes his ngly appearance in the " Pen- 
guin's " cutter, as interpreter. He spun a long woeful 
yaro of his misfortunes, including starvation ; bat I am 
a&aid excited but little sympathy, for he is a great 
rascal, and richly merits hanging. We cannot induce 
him to go forward amongst the men, for too many of 
them have old accounts to settle with him. AAer all, 
we are glad to see the poor wretch aUve, after so many 
hair-breadth escapes. 

Strange to say, the Arabs do not detest and sbmi 
these black sheep of their flock who inform the men-of- 
war of their slave dealings, but seem to treat them as 
the most honest of their species ; the fact is, their 
morals have got to so low an ebb that they cease to 
distinguish the difference. 

There are many informers at Zanzibar ; in fact, there 
are few who will not give information on being asked 
and offered a price. Occasionally they come off to tell 
na of a dhow tiiat is going to take in a cargo. There is 
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ooe of this kind to-night, and our cutter is sent to the 
appointed place, at the north-end of Zaosihar, there to 
await her prize, and to return 'before daylight the next 
ffioming if nnsucceesfnl ; bnt if otherwise, to remain. 

\ii November. — This morning, joet after daylight, tbe 
cutter returns, with "FU^ierman't lack" We are sony 
she did not get back half-an-hour sooner, for most likely 
the cunning Arabs have seen her. I cannot think it is 
wise to be guided by these informers. I feel sore they 
play a double game at our expense. I think it fiir 
better for a captain to depend on tiis own sagacity, and 
nerer to let even his right hand know what his left is 
going to do, 

As Captain W — r- has determined to search for Uie 
" Penguin," about noon we get under way and steer iat 
Lamoo. I think our chief's real intention is to '* kill 
two birds with one stone " — to search for the " Penguia " 
and for dhows. I hope sincerely he will find both. 

Just as we are leaving the harbour our nasal oq^ 
becomes offended. On looking over the side we see the 
dead body of a black floating by, putrified, and with tJie 
head and shoulders covered with matting — a most loath- 
some and disgusting sight, in keeping with all thingB 9X 
Zanzibar. 

3rd November. — This forenoon we arrive at Ijamoo, 
without having seen anything of the " Penguin." The 
first gig and cutter communicate with the shore, and 
return in the afternoon without news. 

This is as bad as being on the moors after the season. 
Scarcely a dhow can be seen from one week's end to 
another, consequently I am afraid this cruise will be a 
very monotonous ona Last time many incidents helped 
to make time fly, as we were here in the height of the 



3 by Google 



ON TEE LOOK OUT. 345 

season : all our boats were constaatly going and retarii- 
ing with their captures. The whole seryice waa new— 
oar trip to the Seychelles with oar slaves, then two 
months tip the Zambesi, and, lastly, as many months at 
the Cape. These changes made time fly swiftly, but we 
hare nothing of the kind now. Then, again, having 
(Nily just left the gay Mauritius the difference is very 
much felt. 

Before leaving Zanzibar we left ten days' provisiona 
for K— — , with orders to come after ns to Lamoo. Un- 
fortnnately no chart was left, and, patting all things 
toge^er, I can fancy K is not in the best of humours. 

4th JfovenAor. — This afternoon we get nnder way, 
leaving the first cutter behind jost off the month of 
Lamoo harbour, to pounce upon any unfortunate dhows 
that may come that way. 

This is no very enviable billet for a boat'»«rew. The 
island is inaccessible, lashed by roaring waves, so that 
landing is out of the question. A heavy swell contino- 
ally rolls towards it, so that the boat's motion will be 
anything but pleasant* espeoially if there be a tittle rain 
in addition, for tlie cutter was sent away widioat her 

awning, although earnestly asked for by D , who well 

knew how exposed to scorching sun, rain, and night dew 
his men would be without it. 

Thinking over tiie state of the people on this ooast in 
reference to the slave trade, I came to the oondusian 
that it might be superseded by legitimate commerce ; 
and that, to accomplish this, the land must be cultivated 
to ludd the n^io to his own soil, and by &ee labour. 
But it has been proved in the West Indies, and else* 
where, tiiat left to himself Hib negro will work only 
sufficient to supply his own few wants, and most be 
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actually compelled to work, vhicb after all is BUvery, 
although it might take a very mild form and be made 
instrameDtal in promoting his ona welfare and that 
of his coantry to future generatioDB. A negro nation 
shonld, I think, be governed by whites. Now, sop- 
poeing I were king of Buch a nation I should endea- 
TOQt to secure England as my ally or protector on the 
faith of my abolishing the slaTe trade. I would get her 
to support me with a Wetit Indian regiment or twa I 
wonld divide coltivatable lands in certain proportions 
amongst my subjects, and require a certain rent 
for the same, so as to necessitate their cultivating iL 
The non-payment of this rent I would treat aa a crimen 
tending to impoverish the land and enslave the nation, 
and ponish, not by confiscatioD, but criminally. In the 
eoorse of time, I think, I should generate trade, make 
my lands valnaUe, and my subjects necessarily iudo^ 
triona I could thus gradually abolish even this com- 
pulsion as they get more civilised, and more prepared 
for entire freedom. This is, doubtless, a foolish, simple, 
vague thought ; but, nevertheless, I must own it, and, 
moreover, admit that I jot it down here merely becanae 
everything is so monotonous. 

Having despatched our cutter we sail away for Brava 
to look after the " Penguin," with a strong corrent nm- 
ning, sometimes three to four knots, in our &vonr. 
Luckily every day is accompanied by a &eeh breese, 
and we do not feel our proximity to the line. 

6tt November. — We are in 0° 29" at noon to-day, but 
the thermometer only stands at 84°, quite cool weather 
to OS. 

A little excitement is got np by the sight of a dhow 
ahead making for Brava. We are too close to that 



3 by Google 



A PRIZE IN VIEW. 847 

place to get np steam, for by the time we did so the 
dhow will have anchored. 

About 6 P.H. we arrive off dilapidated Brava, and 
find our old friend the dhow, which turns out to be a 
" legitimate " trader. The Govenior of Lamoo is stay- 
ing here for the recovery of his healUi, for this miseraUe 
{dace seems to be the " Brighton " of the coast. Golonel 

B 's enemy is spinning out a miserable existence 

here, being but skin and bones, from rapid consumption. 
He very civilly sent as off a bollock as a present, which 
gives tiie ship's company two days' fresh meat, and 
• which is a handsome present, considering the no small 
evil we have done him. 

We found that the "Penguin" had. been here on the 
6th of October, and we left in search of her boats, of 
which she had /our avxof. Fancy Bending all her boats 
away, to hatiU ttrong winda and cwrreTite, and for no 
other earthly purpose, with a great chance of their 
kesl 

The natives brought off a few fish, fowls, and goats ; 
the first, a kind of John Dory, two for la. ; the second, 
about as large as pigeons, ten for 48. ; and the third, 
little things, 4d. each ; also a few tigers' skins and 
ostrich eggs. One of them showed me a good lever 
watch, which would not go, and was anxious to know 
the reason. I felt its pulse with due gravity, and found 
out that the owner had been in die habit of winding it 
up the vrrong way, in consequence of having a key 
which unscrewed it used the right way. He seemed 
to be quite satisfied, on knowing the reason — the 
mystery was cleared up. 

As at this time last year when we were here, the 
nights are all bat day, we have all t^e light of the sun 
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without the heat ; indeed, the bine sky can be seen 
throughout the night, and the horizon is clearly defined. 
We l^Te no twilight ; as soon aa the eon dips, np rises 
queenly Luna in beautiful effulgence, but accompanied 
by a heavy dew. 

8^ to 13th NoveTtiber. — This afternoon left Brava,aiid 
in consequence of the strong cairent stood out to sea, 
to make the best of our way to pick up the boats at tilia 
rendezTQua off Lamoo. 

For fout days we dodged about in tiie vicinity of the 
"line," and were it not for the breeze should feel 
rather warm. Thermometer st&nds about 86°, very 
temperate, considering old Sol's position. As it is, the 
day's occupation tires every one : rising in the mcon- 
ing only partially refreshed ; gaining strength at noon, 
but towards evening, utterly atrengthless, ready for a 

14^ NownAer. — This morning the first cutter joined 
ns from Kaneka Kock, where we left her on the night 
of the 8rd, to look out fbr slave dhows. They hare 
only just had time to go to Melinda and back, and their 
cruise ia void of interest ; a few dhows were boarded, 
but had the proper papers. The results of this cruise 
agree with our expectations, for the season has passed 
for dhow-oatehing. 

D has had a difficnlty with one (rf his crew, aae 

who disobeyed orders, insulted the Arabs of Lamoo by 
running after a crowd of them with a piece of pork, 
and in other ways behaving most insnbordinatoly and 
defiantly to his ofBcer, threatened to, and did actoally, 
lay his hand on him with intention to assanlt The 

only point in the a&ir I regret is that D pointed 

a pistol at him ; considering that it was a case of mutiny 
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in whicK it was necessary to act promptly and deter* 
minedly, be would hare been justified in thus doing if 
bis boat's ciew had not beea near, but having them to 
support his anthority he was not justified in pointing 
the pistol at .the man, or collaring him as he did ; the 
ififme of which was that the man collared him in return 
and <^ered to fight him. 

To-day the case was investigated, first by three 
officers, and afterwards by the captain. Both fooud 
the prisoner guilty. But the whole boat's-crew be- 
haved dishonourably, kept back the truth, and showed 
clearly that their object was to protect their shipmate. 
Most of them contradicted themselveB, not even the 
coxswain stood by his superior officer with the trnth. 
It is a great pity that blue-jackets think themselves 
bound to protect their shipmate against all odds, even 
at the sacrifice of their honour and the perversion cX 
truth ; but so it is. 

This case has led me to think that axa petty ofBcera 
are not properly managed, that they are led to think 
too little of themselves, and to hold their dignity at a 
small price. And why is this?- They are made to do 
menial work, to clean guns and scrub decks, and so 
are brought to a level with the ordinary seamen, the 
only distinctive mark being a semi-visible badge on one 
arm ; the smallest ix>ys in the ship take liberties with 
them, and their authority is nothing. Why not avoid 
all this, by increasing respect towards them, by making 
them supervise meniM work — not to do it ; by support^ 
ing their aathority, and by distinguishing them in dress, 
at the same time holding them responsible for the well- 
being of thoee under tbem ? If the latter system were 
adopted, we should not see the humiliating fact of a 
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petty officer, coxswain of a boat, deeerting his officer, 
and perjiiring himself for the Bake of a worthless ehip- 
mat«. 

The matter has ended in the piisooer being sentenced 
to Teceire " four dozen " on Monday next, I can only 
say he has not half his deserts. 

We now make for Zanzibar, to pick np K ^s diTi- 

sion of boats, and to meet the " Penguin." I am very 
glad wh are en route thither, more especially for the 
sake of getting an anti-scorbutio, in the shape of 
luscious mangoes, pine-apples, oranges, &c 

nth Novemher. — In the absence of anything else to 
talk abont, I rsTert to our topic of diought yesterday 

— the seaman H , for he is one of the many bad Jacks 

in the service. He is about twenty-four, and has been 
in the service about eight years. He deserted from the 
"Narcissos" in 1861, was re-captured, conducted him- 
self as badly as possible, and was discharged this year, 
minns a comer of his certificate, and, consequently, in 
the second class. Since that time he has been twice 
guilty of gross insabordination ; once of breaking leave, 
and drunkenness, twice been nearly coDvicted of theft, 
once flogged, and, to tiie belief of every consdentions 
person on board, has had a share in nearly everything 
bad that has been going on in the ship, and now he 
stands convicted of some of the greatest crimes in tiie 
service, viz., gross insubordinatioD, disobedience of 
orders, assaulting his ofScer, and resisting and de^ring 
his authority. On the lower deck he cannot be liked, 
for he must be what is called " cock of the walk," and 
by tyranny and tact maintains his position. Tet, 
strange to say, last night the petty officers came aft, 
and afdied the captain to let him off the corporal 
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punishment. Now, I would not think this at all strange 
if he were not an old offender, if the crimes were not 
so heinous, and if there were any extennating circum- 
stances in the case ; but the facts are all against him. 
The request, therefore, shows a morbid insensibility to 
crime, much to be deplored, and which really brings 
more men to the gangway than they think ; for as long 
as a criminal has the sympathy of hie fellows, half, or 
the whole, of the moral effect of his punishment is lost 
— unconsciously his shipmates injure him, and, perhaps, 
rain him. 

Not content with this, the prisoner himself went to 

D i whOe he (the prisoner) was under the sentry's 

charge, begging and imploring him to get him par- 
doned, volunteering to run away from the ship, or to 
do anything raUier than suffer the pain of four dozen; 

hut D , of course, could not interfere, the aOair had 

passed oat of his hands entirely. 

The man was flogged to-day, but before being made 
fast to the gratings, he wanted to speak, but was 
stopped. He took his punishment as all great bullies 
do, whining and crying throughout, and af^rwards 
preserred his consistency of character by talking as 
mutinously as ever. At the termination of the punish- 
ment the captain lectured the petty ofEcers about their 
request of yesterday, telling tliem that it showed they 
were not made of the right sort of stuff. 

I wish we could get rid of this man : it ia easily done ; 
but somehow captains seldom dismiss in such cases, I 
think, when a man comes to the "gratings" it is time 
to get rid of him. 

And, while I think of it, I must say that corporal 
panishment, irom hanging downwards, when admi- 
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nistered poblicly, is iujoriooB to the spectators ; eepecT- 
ally ID caaee of banging, which also bnitalize them. 
If the punishment were lees public there would be 
something much more awM and impreeBiTe in the 
punishment. 
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CHAPTER XXm. 

On om my to Zaniibw — Longings for bcooe — The oocot-niit tnea — 
Amnaenienti of y.»n«i'li»i' — The " Fsngiiin " brings nd newi — PuniBh- 
ment of the muideien — Ohuing dhowR — Airinl of lettarB — Orden 
for the Seyohellea — The itlet of Silhouette — A midnigbt nupiise — 
Port Tictorle^-The eflbota of a fMrfbl hnrticMie— Our ChriEtmnB- 
day — We punbue a wbale-boat — Preparing ftR'a^dampaign — Open- 
ing the neiF jMr — The kindneM of the Saltan of ^nribai~-The 
"Boynl Stables "—Somali Aniba— A itieet in Zaadbai^-SlaTes 
waiting to embaik. 

I8M Novemher. — We are now en route to Zauzibar> 

very Btrauge to aay, for ve had arranged to meet K 

in the second cutter aboiit the 15th, and, though it is 
only two days over that time, we desert the rendezvouB. 
A nice little breeze from the N^^ with the help of 
steam, soon carried na OTer the 200 and odd miles, and 
once again, this afternoon, we anchor in the Arab 
harboar. 

The monocular SuUhead once more makes his ap- 
pearance with many of his Arab brethren, to tell m the 
news, and to make as macb money out of ns as possible. 

We learn ihat E arrived here about the 7th with a 

small slave dhow, and oo the following day left fi>r the 
rendezTons at Lamoo ; thos we have missed him, and 
now only await his arrivaL 
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The " Penguin," has not been heard of; so we receive 
on board her cutter's crew, which girea ns an addititmal 
messmate in the second master in charge. Every day 
we are supplied with the most dehcioos pine-apples, 
oranges, mangoes, &c., fabulously cheap. Fruit is the 
order of the day ; it is a wonder that so much can be 
eaten with impunity. But nature seems to yearn for it, 
and our health doea'nt say Nay. 

We are, for once, unanimous on one point — that of 
wanting to get home. Home is the leading topic of 
thought and conversation ; no matter what subject we 
converse on. It is a persistent and steadfast longing, 
not adding to our contentment ; but it is a nice little 
patch of perpetual green grass, on which we can always 
take a nibble when everything else around is barren 
and unfruitful, flat and unprofitable. 

There is very little to amuse us at Zanzibar. So 
I often contrive a little walk — sometimes along the 
beach to avoid the narrow streets, and at other times 
penetrating the slums, and diving into the country 
throngh the villages. The latter is a nice stroll ; 
beantiful v^etation on the right ; the white, sand- 
bonnd, emerald sea on the left; cocoa-nut trees grace- 
fully inclining towards the ocean, their plumes but 
slightly disturbed by the evening breeze, rustling and 
waving to and fro' most solemnly musical. We pass 
under a large clump of huge, deep-shading mango 
trees; their fruit hanging like immeose jewels, and 
their foliage so thick and shady they are quite refresh- 
ing to look at. 

We paid a visit to Ck)I. K ^"s garden ; a little plot 

of ground covered with wild shrubs ; once the &vourit@ 
resort of the old colonel, who found pleasure in leaving 
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the dirty town and its people for a while, aod burying 
himself in these shady solitudes. 

The shades of evening prevented oar going farther, 
sod we were obliged to return, having enjoyed the walk 
mnch, the air being pleasantly scented with the cloves 
and cinnamon in the plantations by the wayside. 

There are two other ways of obtaining amosement at 
Zanzibar : donkeys may be procured ; horses from the 
Saltan's stables also take as away into the country for 
a picnic, but we must return by dark ; for though the 
coantry is pleasant in the day, at night the air is sickly 
and feveridi from the dew, rank vegetation and de- 
cayed v^etable matter. There is an island about a 
mile distant where the sportsman can find enough to do 
amongst the gazelles, which are numerous and wild, 
and make an excellent substitute for venison. I think 
this is about all we can squeeze out of Zanzibar and its 
vicinity in the shape of amusements. I^or are we very 
much inclined to take advantage of these ; the climate 
seems to destroy all one's energy. 

24th NovenAer, — The " Penguin " came in, and 
brought us very sad news. She had detached two 
boats to the northward with an officer and fourteen men. 
One boat was swamped, and the crew being saved, got 
into the other boat, a cutter. This boat chased a dhow 
to the northward, and was carried by a strong current 
as far north as Cape Guardafui, where they lost sight of 
the chase ; but being short of water, put into a village 
called Broeda, about fifteen miles to the westward of 
Goardafni. Like the rest of the coast from Magadoxa 
northward, it is inhabited by an independent, piratical 
tribe of Somali Arabs, who are known as cruel wretches. 
These murderous rascals attadted the boat's crew, and 
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mardered every one on board, afterwards burning tbe 
bodies and the boat. This accounte foi tbe absence of 
tbe " Fengoin," which was fiearcbing for these boats op 
and down the coaat, and at last met the Indian steamer 
" Semiramis," &om which the "Fengnin" obtained in- 
formation of this horrible maaaacre. Both ships pro- 
ceeded to the village where it occurred. The " Semi- 
ramis " having on board an Indian magistrate, sent from 
Aden to investigate the affair. On arriving at Broeda 
they found it neatly deserted; but on searching the 
bota, &c, they found many articles of the mnrdered 
men's clothing and property covered with blood, besides 
^eir rifles, bayonets, &c., and part of the boat still 
boming in the bush. 

Ailer much difficulty, some of the chiefs were found 
and examined, and threatened with instant death if 
they did not immediately give up the murderers. Their 
evidence was only "heaisay," and as there was no 
Englishman left to tell the sad tale, the vile Arabs had 
all their own way. The evidence tended to show, 
that the EiUglish boat had put in there for water, and 
that the natives procured them some; that the boat 
was made fast by her painter to a log oa the sand, and 
her stem anchored. One or two of the natives went into 
tbe boat to claim payment, and one of them was thrown 
down and injured by a bayonet of one of the boat's crew; 
the natives then pulled the boat on shore by her painter, 
and attacked the crew with spears, killing five of them ; 
the rest jumped overboard and were drowned, with tbe 
exception of one man, who swam to a cape close by, 
where he was protected for a time, but finally, after a 
£;allaut defence, was mnrdered, together with his pro- 
tector, by the same tribe that massacred the others. 
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By an intercepted letter from a resident at Broeds to 
his son at Zansibar, it was afterwards found that when 
the boats put in for water many of her crew landed, and 
began to pelt each other with sand ; while so employed 
the natives sprang &oni ambush, fell upon and murdered 
them, and then burnt their bodies and boat ; the whole 
affair was over in five minutes. 

Of these two stories it is impossible t^i say which is 
tnie. I know that our men are in the habit of demand' 
ing all they want along the coast, and in case of dif- 
ficulty holding out half promises of payment until tbey 
receive the supplies. They then tbink it a good joke 
to refuse payment, little thinking how dangerous and 
impolitic it is to exasperate semi-sav^es, on whose 
mercy they are often thrown in the course of these 
"dhow hunts." 

Eight natives were delivered up aa part of those con- 
craned in the massacre, and in the presence of the 
magistrate they were decapitated on the beach by one 
of their own tribe, who, with terrible skill, whipped off 
each head with one blow of a sharp scimitar. The 
ohiefi asked for one month to capture fifteen others, 
which was granted, and, after burning the village, the 
ships left, with the determination te return in a month 
to punish the rest of the morderers. 

This is, indeed, a solemn example to oar cruisers, and 
to the captains on this coast, showing how important it 
is that o£Bcer8 should attend more to the discipline of 
their men, and make them deal honestly with the 
natives. It also indicates the necessity of not leaving 
the boats so long to their own slender resources. There 
are many captains who send away their boats quite un- 
prepared and unfitted for this work. I have seen boata 
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leave a ship in qnite aa anseaworthy condition ; her 
stores heaped np like the contents of an ancient mid- 
shipman's chest, and her gunwale only two or three 
inches clear of the water. It is a common practice to 
send them away withont awnings of any kind, withont 
the slightest protection from rain and sun, and with 
only half allowance of prorisions; leaving them to 
depend on the natives for the remainder. 

29th Novemiber. — Yesterday morning our second gig 
returned from the northward, having parted company 

with K near Waseen, about 100 miles off, five days 

ago ; and to-day K himself made his appearance in 

the second cutter. 

During hia month's cruise, he liaa boarded thirty- 
five dhows and captured two ; one of them to the south- 
ward, which was sent to Zanzibar for condemnation; 
but although a legial prize, she was eubseqnently re- 
leased, as a sort of " sprat to catch a mackereL" The 

other, K chased for three hours to the northward, 

when she ran into a small creek, drove between seventy 
and eighty slaves out of her into the bosh, and totally 
deserted her to be burnt by our men. 

Of the thirty-five dhows boarded, about five were 

legal captures ; but, unfortunately, K felt himself 

too mnch bound down to be able to act as be wished, 
and therefore released them. He was victualled for only 
twenty days, and for some days had lived on a little bad 
rice and worse water ; and having to beat against the 
monsoon to join ns at Zanzibar, had been thoroughly 
sickened with the cruise. Unfortunately he received 
both public and private orders from the captain, and so 
was thrown into doubt, and led a Will o' the Wisp's 
chase after us to Lamoo, and back to Zanzibar. 
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30th Novernher, Smtday. — ^To onr agreeable surprise, 
the " Ariel " arrives, bringing our letters from England 
and the Cape for August, We look on this ship as an 
old fellow-campaigner and nTal, as she last aeason 
sliaied the toils 'of the station with us. We ran to the 
Cape in April with our eighteen prizes, leaving her less 
lucky. However, a new captain of great experience on 
this coast, made a grand baiiue amongst tiie dhows, and 
wonud up the season with two dozen brace, and there- 
fore beats UB. At first, the two commanders don't 
agre^ but, thanks to a bottle of champagne, amicable 
arrangements are at length come to. We are to go to 
the Seychelles, to recrcut the health of the ship's com- 
.pany for the ensuing season, afterwards to cmise 
between Mozambique and the equator. 

Of coone we are highly delighted with this arrange- 
meat Instead of spending a monotonous month about 
Zanzibar, we pay another visit to the evergreen 
Seychelles; and instead of being poked into an out- 
landish comer of the Mozambique, to get pale and par- 
boiled, and without making any prizes, we have the 
best cruising ground ; and, as a natural consequence, 
Captain W — talks sanguinely of catching all the dhows 
on the coast, and entirely suppressing the slave trade — 
getting his and every one's promotion, making a fortune, 
and I really don't laiow what else. 

8 is to have charge of a matapd and dingy, to 

cruise between Lamoo and Femba ; It- — with paddler 
and gig between Brava and lAmoo, and 'K— with the 
othw paddler and whaler to the southward from Mozam- 
bique to Zanzibar; thus sweeping the whole of the 
station. Every dhow, mth even the shadow of a slave, 
is to be captured. But there is one thing forgotten. 
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How are the oSBcers to dispose of their captiireB ? The 
Eihip herself is to drop her boate and go on to Johanna, 
there to remain for six weeks; and will, therefore, 
be a few hundred miles away Irom them, llie station 
orders are very strict, namely, that all captnres most 
be taken to 2^zibar for condemnation. The time it 
would take to beat a dhow up to Zanzibar £rom tha 
northward, against a strong current and monBOon, would 
leave no time for other captoreg. The only remedy I 
see under the circumstances, is, to establish a dep6t on 
an island centrally situated betwe^i Zanzibar and Brava, 
say, Kaneka Bock. 

Srd December. — ^Abont 10 A.11. we are steaming &om 
Zanzibar through the EDglish Pass, alongthe land, about, 
two miles off shore ; in the afternoon loonding Mona 
Island, north point, and then standing to the eastward. 
The evening of the 10th finds us at anchor in north- 
west bay, Uahe or Seychelles ; having got orer tlie 900 
and odd miles in about seven days, with the aid of 
gentle breezes and a little steam. This passage has 
been very pleasant ; the weathw fine ; the days sun- 
shiny (therm. 85°) and breezy ; the nights cool, starry, 
and clear. 

Nearing the Seychelles is, fo us, approaching Ilng- 
land ; the distance between them, via Suez, being only 
twenty-one days, and the homeward mail calling at the 
former place once a montL 

It is strange how much we expect on arrival in the 
shape of- news, we have been so cut off from the world, 
and know nothing of what is doing, or what may turn 
up. We are yet about eight miles from the proper 
anchorage, having insafficient daylight left to make it ; 
and, besides, c^itains of men-of war rather prefer going 
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into harbour about noon, in proper trim, than just at 
dark. 

The sun was just set, leaving these islete, the sky 
and the water si^used with a pretty mauve ; the green, 
foliage-clad islands, with their borders of white sand, 

seeming to be like jewels set in the sea. S and I 

lie on the top of a paddle>boat admiring the scene, en- 
joying the gentle inflaence of the calm ereniag. The 
islet jast before ua is " Silhouette," about four or five 
miles by one. It is a precipitous hill, covered with 
cocoa-nut trees, and owned by a Creole of the Sey- 
chelles, whose principal wealth in it consistB of the cocoo- 
not trees, each worth a dollar a year. 

A ship is a strange place ; alter a residence of a few 
years in one we cease to be astonished at anything. 
Last night, when wrapped in profound sleep, my peace 
of mind was disturbed about midnight by a thundering 
noise— no less than the firing of all our guns on the 
upper deck. The captain had suddenly drummed the 
men to night-quarters to fire three rounds — quick 
firing with shot. I can imagine how astonished patei^ 
&nuliaa at home would be if even oue 68-poander gun 
were fired with full chaise at midnight in the room 
above that in which he slumbered t This sudden drum- 
ming up is the most effectual way of teaching the 
" young idea how to shoot," and preparing them for the 
dire calamity of a night-surprise. The results showed 
that we could soon be ready for an enemy ; the men 
awcAe from a deep sleep, armed themselves, cast loose 
the guns, and fired the three rounds in six minutes and 
thirty seconds. 

l\(h Dee«mb«r. — ^This morning we paddled into Port 
Victoria, and after threading our way through the intri- 
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cate reels and ahoala, dropped anchor in the old place of 
last year, about two miles from the pier-head. 

The beautiful bills of this port aeem shorn of their 
beanty in several places. We see great land-slips rolled 
down to the sea, as if by an earthquake or other sudden 
convulsion ; however, we soon leam the iacts. Dr. B' ■, 
looking as well as ever, arrives on board and admits as 
to pratique. We hear that the islands have been visitej 
about six weeks ago by an awiiil hurricane. Amid the 
thunder and lightning, the wind and the roaring waters, 
the land split, the earth rolled down like an avalanche, 
giant rocks came tumbling down with the earUi and 
water, and rushed madly into the sea, crushing houses, 
filling np valleys, killing seventy-six human beings, and 
wounding many more. I landed the next day, and 
found the once rural embowered streets now a heap of 
rock and soil jambled together. Houses were sma^ed 
to atoms, others had entirely disappeared, and left 
nothing to mark their site but huge boulders of granite ; 
the once pretty, neat gardens are all swept away, the 
cocoa-nut trees are crushed, mangled, and seem to be 
weeping over the sad desolation around. The people 
never had mnch, for they only just cultivated sufficieot 
for present wants, and tlus little is completely swept 
away. 

The community is so small, that nearly every one has 
to lament some lost relative. Many strips of black 
crape tell the tale. 

Subscriptions have been opened at the Mauritins, 
under the care of our good old Bishop, who came to the 
Seychelles immediately on hearing of the news. I 
believe about £500 has already been collected, besides 
various comforts. The old " Gorgon's " crew put in 
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their mite, amounting to £21, and I dare say more ia 
forthcoming from other sources ; so let us hope the 
snfferere will be eoahled to rebuild their huts, cultivate 
their iields, beautify their little gardens, and be happy 
once more, all the better for the teachings of adversity. 

We spend ten days very merrily here. The hotel, 

generally closed, is now re-opened ; S takes up his 

(quarters there, of course ; in fact, wc all make it a 
" house of call " to take our glass of grog before going 
off at night to the ship. Oa the 20th the mail arrives, 
but brings little news. 

We have encouraged the hopes of remaining here 
until after Christmas, being licensed to stop until the 
23rd,. which might easily be span out till the 25th ; but 
many little reasons prevent this. Unfortunately, our 
men are not to be trusted, they would get gloriously 
drunk and uproarious ; and besides, our chief, coming 
from north of Tweed, ignores the good old English 
festivaL 

24M December. — About 8 a.h. we leave the Sey- 
chelles, improved in health and spirits. Christmas- 
eve goes by almost unnoticed, and the following day 
comes and goes similarly; no sign of Sunday in it ; no 
general mark of rtaspect shown to it; indeed, many 
men may be seen scrubbing the paintwork, and doing 
other common work that might as well be done on 
another day. For my own part I hke to keep up old 
ChristmasMlay, more for the sake of the past than the 
present, as the birthday of all birthdays, faiuliog it with 
joy and gratitude ; but we will look forward to enjoying 
the next in dear old England. 

In the evening we try to exhilarate the men (pri- 
Tately) with a glass of grog, and the poor fellows try 
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to get Up a Bong on the upper deck, bit the rwn soon 
qaeuchea this spark of jollity, as no awnings are spread 
for their conveiiience. 

Some oaptains act in this manner on the plea of being 
strict disciplinarians, but I think it only shows great 
selfishness and want of feeling, and very much tends 
to break the bonds of discipline, by making the men 
discontented ; the moment they see a captain careless 
and unmindful of their little comforte, they very soon 
cease to respect him. 

This oraising between 0° and 10° is not pleasant I 
feel as if I were parboiled ; a clammy moistnre oozes 
from the flesh, and we get pale and flabby ; the mus- 
cles and nerves are like damp fiddle-strings; and we 
look forward to some veritable cold weather with great 
pleasure ; longing for the &U of the next year, when 
we hope to be muffled up in mookey-jackets ia old 
England. 

At the Seychelles we bought a whale-boat. This the 
carpenters are busily fittii^ for a cruise, and when she 
he&aaes finished, our boats will be ready for the cain> 
paign. Both paddlers are now fitted with &lse keela 
and stems, which, giving them greater hold in the 
water will doubtless improve their sailing qualitieB. 
Huge sails are being fitted for them, similar to those 
used by dhows, which little deceit may somewhat dia- 
gnise them. 

Our plans for the campaign are, I believe, as follows : 
starboard paddler and whaler are to have a short 
cruise between Quiloa and Cape Delgado, port paddler 
and second gig between Delgado and Ibo ; both diviaioiu 
to be picked up in a week or so, and we tlien steam 
away to northward, and drop all boats between Zannbar 
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and Lamoo, or BtaTS, in pairs. We shall have six boats 
away at one tim^ and about Beventy men, and we 
ought to do good biuiness. 

Id January, 1863. — The old ship has not been idle 
the last quarter of a year. I find she has gone over 
nearly 5000 miles, with an expenditure of 397 tons of 
coal. We are now in laL 4° 49' S., long. 51" 31' E. 
The old year bas dragged out its weary length, and died 
very quietly, but the new one cornea in most uproar- 
iously. About midnight we are all disturbed by an 

infernal noise ; £ , at the head of a legion of fiends, 

niahes down into the steerage shouting and singing, 
beating pots and pans, a Chinese gong and a drum 
most discordantly, sufiicient to wake the dead. It was 
some time before we could muster our senses to oppose 
the idea of the ship being overboard. Howerer, tUs is 
the mauuer in which we announce the year 1863 ; and 
over two bowls of punch we bid him welcome, and do 
him honour, acctn^ding to the custom of our ancestors. 

At midnight the ship's bell (instead of being struck 
only eight times) is struck thirty-two times by the mid 
of the watch, and round go our paddle-wheels, and we 
steam ahead. 

2nd January. — ^A monotonous sea-Toyage is not pro- 
lific of events. lu a passenger ship we might get up a 
clique or two and scandalize our fellows, but somehow 
we have not even this amusement, for having to re- 
main tj^ther for such a number of years we cannot 
afibtd to be enemies. I must own that I hare not a 
new thought, the brain is like a watch ran down ; nor 
can we profit by exchange of thought, for all appear to 
think iJike, reading and doing mocb about the same 
things so invariably. 
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11th January, Sundat/. — About nooD we are mnnin^ 
along the land to the soathward, Irom one to two miles 
off shore, through the EDglieh Pass to Zanzibar. 

The ieland, covered with cocoa-nut trees, is rery re- 
freshing to look at afler our dull Toyage ; (uid though 
Zanzibar is not a very civiliaed place, we feel quite 
glad to return to it. I think, after all, it is about the 
liveliest port on the coast, for here we can at least get 
the Sultan's horses to ride, our clothes washed, and 
plenty of good fruit and fresh provisions ; and now that 
the nor'-easter blows, dhows arrive almoBt daily from 
Bombay, bringing both needs and luxuries. 

Though we are in the first of the monsoon, many 
northern dhows have arrived. I counted no fewer than 
forty-five of these piratical slavers, with their remark- 
able high rudder-posts. Each of these dhows has a 
crew of about twenty mfSan-like Somalis ; bo that the 
people of Zanzibar have already begun to quake in fear 
of them. 

There is a laige Bombay dhow also at anchor, her 
masts snugly lowered ; this vessel measures 250 tons, 
and could carry fully 300 tons ; she is commanded by 
an European merchant, who intends settling here and 
opening a store — a great desideratum to us, for we have 
had to get everything from Arabs and Portuguese, not 
ovei^honeat people, who chai^ moat exorbitantly for 
nearly everything. I have heard something regarding 
this dhow, and many others of her class, which I shoald 
not have expected. It appears that there is a little slave 
trade carried on even by thoee who are supposed to be 
only bona fde traders on the coast. Many of them get 
slave crews, of say forty men, at Zanzibar on a merely 
nominal pay of one dollar per month ; after disposiDg 
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of their cai^ioes at Muscat, &c^ the; dispose of the crew 
to the highest bidders. 

The "PengDin" has at last filled her maw. It will be 
lemembered that lately she went to Aden to make 
farther ioqiiiriea about the massacre of fifteen of her 
crew. Fifteen more Somalia have been given np to 
appease her; their heads hare been struck off, and 
justice cries " enough T I cannot help tliinktng that this 
estrardecapitation is more than sufficient; the first 
eight should have sufficed for example sake, for the 
chances are that, where many of the chie& miist have 
been implicated, these last fifteen are poor miserable 
niggers without friends, wholly innocent of the horrid 
crime for which they have sotTered. 

There is a standhig order at Zaozibar, given by the 
Saltan to the " groom of the stole," that all English 
naval officers be supplied with saddle-horses at wish. 
On first going to the " royal stables," I was much su> 
prised at the state of affairs : tliere were abont fifty 
Arab steeds, some under a shed, standing on the 
roughest of stones and kicking their poor nnshod 
heela to pieces. The whole place was anything bnt 
wholesome or clean; other horses were tethered to 
rings, standing exposed to the sun, their legs being 
weakened thereby — in fact, spoilt An Arab, gorgeously 
dressed, is supposed to look after them, but he only 
seemed to look at them all day ; there he sat, doubtless 
admiring his favourite beast, content to see them follow 
his own race to degeneration. I was much disappointed, 
for instead of the Arab steeds of my imagination, this 
royal stud of an Arub Sultan consisted of aboat fifty 
hones, out of which not more than three would have 
been fit for Rotten Uow. Most of the others were 
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Scarcely fit for barness ; and, after taking maoj rides, 
we found tbey were really worse than they looked — 
generally very weak in the knees, and addicted to 
stumbling. It mnst not be imagined that our cavalcade 
on Betting out was moanted on nobl^ fiery steeds, oms" 
' mented with rich trappings ; many of us had pieces 
of string for bridles, one minus stirraps, the otiieni 
minos other things, and all seedily arrayed. I do not 
wish to detract from the kindness of t^e Sultan, for he 
provided bis best ; it is, however, a thousand pities to 
see such a good breed spoilt The Sultan rarely uses 
his horses — the exercise is too great Not many yean 
ago Arabs were as fond of riding as Englishmen are of 
cricket. 

This evening we sanntered through the streets of 
Zanzibar, and found the Somali Arabs in strong force, 
strutting about in twos and threes, crowding the streets, 
assembling in small parties, and taking charge of the 
slave market They are a thin, yellow-visaged, greasy, 
black-baired, rascally- looking set, each carrying a 
crooked da^;er, a spear, or a two-handled sword, and 
some with rhinoceros shields. They are mnch feared 
by the wretched people at Zanzibar, and conseqaently 
are overbearing and impu'lent, but cannot look an 
Englishman full in the face. 

In another month or so, I dare say there will be 
above 2000 of them at Zanzibar. At present they ore 
employed buying up slaves, intriguing and stealing, 
lying and slandering; and at the turn of the monsoon 
will embark their slaves and make off, pillaging and 
kidnapping as they go northward. 

As nsual, we find the slave market astir — adult men 
selUng for from t«n to twelve dollars ; women, nine to trai ; 
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boys, seven to eight ; and girls, fifteen doIl»rs. DuriD<r 
the months of August, September, and October, upwards 
of thirty dhows carried slaves to Lamoo, and the other 
ports between it and Zanzibar, each carrying about 
160 slaves each ; and in November last slave dhows were 
running at the rate of a dhow every three or four days. ■ 

While lying at Zanzibar we saw a gang of about 180 
slaves chained together, marched along the beuch to 
some dhow waiting in some out-of-the-way creek tu 
embark them. 

Until very lately I was not aware that so many slaves 
were required in the Sultan's dominions as labourers. 
The larg*) cocoa-nut plantations of Zanzibar and 
Pemba, the preparation of gum copal, orchella weed, 
gathering and shipment of cloves and sesami, I dare 
say require 10,000 constantly ; which, after all, is but s 
mere fraction of the real slave trade ! 

I have been again led to think how the slave trade 
should be stopped. I think the large and expensive 
men-of-war should be taken ofif tlie station, and about 
eight or nine of the small gunboats of the " Penguin " 
class put into their stead, to be stationed at Lamoo, the 
island of Socotra, and at different parts of the southern 
coast, extending trom Quiloa to Inhambane. Head- 
quarters to be at Mozambique. Of course all dhows 
found with slaves outside the limits, under any circum- 
stances, should be captured. 

We should have agents on the, coast, residing at dif- 
ferent parts within the limits ; and all dhows should be 
obliged to have uniform and.regular papers from the last 
port sailed from, signed by the British agent at that 
place, certifying to the cargo, the number of slaves, to 
whom consigned, &e. 

2 B 
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If the degraded Mftbommedan potentates plead that 
slavery is an institution of their country, borne oat by 
thtsir religion, and sanctioned by the eastern of their 
ancestore from Mahommed downwards, we say neither 
^[ahommed, nor any man either dead or living had, or 
lias, a right to bequeath the freedom of their felloB- 
creatares. No matter if they eay, " Slavery is our chief 
support, without it we should perish." We answer, 
" Better you should be snuffed out of existence, and 
make room for a better race than to live on such m 
infamous traffic."" 

We couaidtT ourselves highly fortunate in gfttins 
Lumma as informer, as through him both the " Lyra' 
and "Ariel " were very successful. In these shiijs alone, 
Lumma, getting nine shares, has made £400 prize 
money. As this is the man who saved the lives of the 
" Lyra's " officers at Angoxa ; and aa he is to be with lu 
for some time, I must say a little more about him. 

He is a native of the Cormo group — more Arab than 
negro ; short, stout, his skull shorn and like a polished 
cocoa-nut ; whiskers dark and grey. He is half a century 
old, and has been connected with our ships in the por- 
tion of informer for the last twenty-three yeara. He is 
paid, as a non-commi^ioned petty officer, £36 10a. per 
anonm ; and, of course, shares as such in prize money. 
From his father being a chief at Comoro, he has some 
little influence in his own land ; at Zanzibar he is a greal 
swell. When droRs^d in red flannel cap, garnished 

* Uotil Qow I wu not amm of the dot that Sudba (» Bctniaa tai 
British mbject), the cnBlmoa-mBBter at Zaozibar, ranns tho slave lu— 
thiit i», has bought from the Sultan the reveuae of two dullan • 
head on svery alare shipped IVnTo or bmai^t to Zanzibar. Contf- 
qiMutly it i« to hii iDterent that tlic jslare tntile shall flourish ! 
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with a naval officer's left-off gold band and ornament, 
and clad in long Arabic white dress girt vith red 
leather belt curioualy wrought in gold and silver siip- 
jwrtinn; a highly-mounted crooked dagger, he thinks no 
small things of himself. I'he Sultan pays him 15 dollarp, 
1 bag of rice, 19 lbs. of gheej and 3 Ifce. of curry every 
monlh as a pension. Lumnia cannot account for this 
liberality. Some say it is a stroke of policy to save 
the Sultan's dhows; but I think the real reason is u 
feeling of gratitude, for Lumma tells me that some 
years ago he did the Sultan signal service. Besides 
Iteing in favour with the English and the Sultan, he has 
increased his importance by marrying the niece of the 
King of Aogoxa, lately deposed by the Portuguese. 

Having served us so long, and being in expectation 
of a pension from onr Government, his interests arc 
with us, and therefore the chances are he is as free an 
an Arab can be from a suspicion of treachery in serving 
two masters, although really I doubt even him. 

We had legitimately engaged I^umma, but found that 
during our last cruise, although in onr pay and engaged 
to us, he was a.<ked to join the "Ariel," return our pay to 
the Consnl and receive theirs ; he was even threatened 
if he did not comply. For once, Arab honesty exceeded 
European. 
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CHAPTEK XXIV. 

Our traTelling gneata — Acconst of their hnrdshipB— We stand for lin' 
— A dhow chase — The cHptnn, &c. — A duappoiDtmeiit — Picking np 
our boab and dropping them — A monobiTtous time — Ctuiaiiig betneen 
Port Dnmrord and Lamoo — Orders aa to capttir?B^CoiiiniJ>mriiit 
dutjei — A deBCtiption of Lamoo and its people — The tiaiiiBii(~-A 
Visit to th* Grorentor — BiUDinft and the matiip^ — A present to the 
ship's cnmpanj — Bearciiilig for night qDsrtei» — Stisjpened appetil^^n 
— A ciril war at Ijunoa — Gnardint; the nutiTs sailnn — The escape— 
Filling the matapi — ArriTal at Jobimrm. 

22nd January. — Under sail we pet along very slowly. 
tlie weather becomes close and clammy. Some of the 
old fever casea begin to break out afresh. I have 
noticed that the brain is very much affected by this 
fever. Two of our men have loat their senses, they lie 
child-like, talking and gazing foolishly. Many of oar 
men feel this brain disease slightly. I feel it occasion- 
iiUy myself, being frequently light-headed, losing my 
thoughts in the regions of space. Another attendant 
on this fever and climate, is great irritability j and, as 
each day draga its weary length along, the feeling in- 
i;rea8ea 

I had forgotten to mention that un leaving Zanzibar, 
a Prussian traveller came on board ; pnrposing taking 
a trip ivith us as the captain's guest He is the Baron 
von ])ecken, who is travelling in Africa making scientific 
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researches. His hobby, as a traveller, appears to be 
ascendmg all the mountains on the east coast He 
seems to be entirely devoting himself to this part of 
Africa. He has been out nearly three years, and, 
amongst other things, determined the height of Kilman- 
gura (near Melinda) to be about 10,000 feet higher than 
was previooaly supposed. We also receiT© on board two 
emaciated, dark, swarthy, military-looking gentlemen 
lately arrived from the interior, more dead than alive, 
from Captain Speke's ezpedidou. They belong to the 
Cape Mounted Rifles, and accompanied the latter 
traveller and Captain Grant with ten others of their 
rifle corps, 200 niggers and forty Arabs, on their great 
journey to find the source of the White Nile. 

Starting from Zanzibar, travelling for two years 
towards the Equator, their numbers gradually melting 
away under the hardships which they had to endure, 
until there were only three of their corps and twenty 
Arabs leit. From sheer exhanetion the three were 
obliged to be left behind to get to the coast as they 
best conld, while the others, nothing daunted, journeyed 
ouwards. After unparalleled hardships and losing their 
companion, who was taken off by a lion in their sight, 
supporting life by whatever turned up — sometimes 
eating putrid lion carcase, drinking muddy water, once 
eating mud for its moisture, at other times getting 
nothing — ^they managed to regain Zanzibar. And here 
they are, still living, bat the mere shadow of their 
former selves. They are going with us to the Cape, to 
claim the reward of their labonr — £80, twenty acres 
of land, and a free discharge. Poor fellows 1 

23ni January. — We stand in for Ibo, pick up R 

and hia boats, and then to sea. 1\ scarcely saw a 
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dhow, liaving only just sofScient time to make the 
rendezvous at the appointed time. 

In the evening we sight a square-rigged reesel, stand- 
ing to the northward ; and as she is Been to altei bei 
course we go in chase. Unfortunately night closes in, 
and nothing is left but to out-mauceuvre her — a little 
game to be played between the captain of the stranger 
and our own chief : the fonner having many points of 
the com^iass in hia favour, and everything: to lose; the 
latter dropping two boats, decreasing the former's 
chances of escape, and everything to gain by the 
capture. 

When last seen, the chased was evidently rushing away 
under all sail to windward ; and we go bowling along 
under three boilers right in the wind's eye, after drop- 
ping H with two boats to take the passage to lee- 
ward in-shore. Soon the fourth boiler makes the old 
ship spin along ; and the little excitement of the chase 
quite invigorates us. After staying up until late, 
straining my optics to the fullest extent in peering 
through the darkness, I tarn in quite tired. AJl I 
know of the rest of the chase is, that we altered onr 
course, and dodged about all night, dropping steam 
about 2 A.H., then waiting for daylight. Turning oat at 
S A.H., I looked for the first streak of the mora. It 
came, but disclosed nothing. 

A little after 5 A.M. the low coast-line gradually 
showed itself. We steamed ahead towards it, and, to 
our surprise and gratification, we saw the object of our 
chase lying snugly at anchor under the land, her sails 
flapping to the masts, and apparently only waiting for a 
breeze to be off. Of course, now we sang the praises of 
our chief, eulogising his tactics, abilities, &c. exuIUugly, 
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and calculating the forthcoming prize money. On 
boaxding we found tlie chased to be a French barque 
from Zanzibar, bound to Ibo for a cargo of ebony and 
ivorj-. However, there was no help for it, and we left 
her, knowing that alie was every inch a elaver, her 
nominal cargo of ebony and ivory really black lieads 
with teeth. The same day we jiicked up our two boats, 
which had boarded tlie same vessel a few houi-s after us, 
to the combined disgust of themselves and the French 
skipper, the former growling at his want of civility, the 
latter doubtless much irritated at the second visit. 

26fA January. — This morning came to Toughy Pas», 
and in the evening, seeing a dhow, were again doomed 
to disappointment by finding her to be under Eiigligli 
colours, commanded by a Bombay man. However, to 

make up for this, E 's division rejoined us, with tho 

good news of having captured and destroyed three 
dhows ; making four in all, and beating the "Ariel " by 
two. They have had a pleasant short cruise occupying 
a week ; they had enjoyed good health, with the excep- 
tion of one man, brought back very ill — auotlier case of 
old fever and madness. 

27tt January. — Having now picked up all our boats, 
we make the beat of our way northward to Lamoo, 
and to drop them between Zanzibar and Brava, before 
proceeding to Johanna. We have a hard tug of it, witli 
a strong current and fresh monsoon wind against ; the 
chances of our getting northward within the next three 
weeks, without the assistance of steam, is very uncertain. 
We have nearly 200 tons of coals still in the ship, but this 
being our sole strength, which cannot be recruited — 
there being no more to spare, either at Zanzibar or at 
Johanna — we husband it accotdingly. 
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The da^ get more moootoDous the dower ne go, and 
we begiD to miss the good things of life. 8alt jimk sours 
the temper of our shipmatsB and messmates, and now, 
the 30th January, the evening of our discontent has 
vome. 

I am not in the best of tempera myself; during the 
day, while writing in the office, I look out at the door ; 
little meet« my eye but two poor imbecile nieD, lying 
alongside each other, gazing foolislily, mumbling like 
toothless, stupid old women to each other. And in the 
evening, having got through the misery of the day, 1 
go to my cabin, but not to rest, for the two idiots are still 
close to my door ; I shut myself up, but stilt hear them 
and their wanderings. Lights are kept buniiug near 
them all night, nurses are kept on the watch, and what 
with the lights and the wanderers I do not get much 
sleep. On opening my door at night, to go upon deck, 
wilh a view to getting rid of the heat, lights, noise, and 
restlessness, the same pitiable objects meet my- view, 
lying before my door. They look most vacanUy at me 
as I pass — mumbling — mumbling. But with ell this 
to make me miserable, I do not think I should feel sc 
utterly cast down if all around were not so melancholy. 
Every one seems to be possessed of a devil ; every day 
seems to make this diabolical state of things worse. 
Some are malicious and selfish beyond all precedent; 
envy, hatred, and malice seems t^) reign supreme. It 
appears strange, for I believe the very same persons 
would really do anything to serve each other under a 
change of circumstances. I could not have believed 
tliat any amount of old fevers, bad climates, monotony, 
and bard living would bo change men ; they seem to do 
everything to add to each others' misery. 
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We long for home : I never had such an acute longing ; 
but at leaat eight months must be passed before this wish 
can be gratified, and four of them on this weaty, weary 
station. 

&A Fetymary, Sunday. — Another week has passed, 
but not quickly enough for us impatient, dismal, fretful, 
unliealthy, whitfr^illed tellows, for ever lamenting our 
bard fate, daily losing colour, and even hope. ThiB 
monotony seems to have eaten up all friendship ; so- 
ciability has migrated to a more genial climate and 
society. 

To-uight we drop the first division of boats to cruise 
between Port Durnford and Lamoo for foriy-two days ; 
and to-morrow we drop the gunner with the other 
paddler aud whaler off Luba Islands, to cruise between 
there and Port Durnford for two months. All these 
boats will be on a reduced allowance of provisions, there 
being but little in the ship, 

9th FAruary. — This evening, being oflf Port Durnford, 
we drop the second divisiou of boats under the gunner ; 
they are to rendezvous at Lamoo on April 10th. All 
our cruising officers have orders to ddain all captures, 
unless stranded by the crew. This is all very well as a 
provision against ill^al captures, but it cripples the 
power of the officers, and benefits the slave trade. If 
captains would only give clear and decisive orders, with 
no half-compromidng verbal ones, hut make the officers 
understand that they shall be held responsible for all 
illegal captures, no such detrimental results could occur. 
10th FArvary. — The next thing to be done, is to 
procure the metapd (our " decoy duck ") ; also we must 
get some sugar and spirits, being short of both. We 
anchor off Lamoo ; the master and self being sent iu 
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the cutter — the former to look out for the dhow, I on 
commissBriat duties, the Baron accompanying us. 

Onr preparations for aday or two's absence having been 
completed, away we go under sail ; a good rattling breeze 
driving as through the Sheila Passage to the town of 
Lamoo, tlie second city in the Sultan's dominions. 

It is situate on an island, and consists of about 150 
stone houses, for the most part Arab-like, half-finished 
buildings, together with, I dare say, some 300 cocoa- 
nut thatched hut« lining the beach. Standuig on the 
landing-place — a dirty locality in the heart of the town 
— we see it is nearly equally divided ; facing us is a 
long Moorish fort, flanked by towers, that to the left, 
circular, that on the right, square, both tnrreted. This 
is the residence of the Governor, a near relation to th« 
Sultan. Before and round about this vice-regal palaco 
lie in great confusion unmounted guns and building 
materials. On the right is a shed, the custom-house, 
and most of the store-houses ; on the left the aforesaid 
mass of rude, dirty huts, stretching along the beach, 
on which is the market. 

The balcony of the fort is always filled with a motley 
crew of semi-soldier, mfSanly-looking Arabs ; and on 
the space in front, on the right and left, there are crowds 
of northern Arabs from Muscat, fierce, dirty, greasy- 
looking as usual; armed with-long sword, assegais, and 
small rhinoceros shield ; dressed in long robes, girded 
with red belt, and the invariable crooked dagger, their 
heads turbaned with a yellow-striped, fringed, red 
cloth ; all either strutting about like great warriors, or 
assembled in crowds, swearing, and speaking their 
loudest. 

The Banians — ever where business calls — like so many 
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flre-woTshipperB, are asaembled under the cuBtom-honse 
shed, receiving and selling the merchandize brought 
from Muscat and the Red Sea by the northern Arabe, 
who are more like Bedouin robber Arabs than peaceful 
traders. 

There is such a noise and huhbnb that it conid be 
beard at the distance of three miles, 

Lamoo, I dare say, contains about 10,000 inhabitants. 
Its trade is very small, even compared with that of Zan- 
zibar ; the former being principally with the latter, the 
latter with Europe anci the north. But much more is 
done in the slave trade, for being just within the licensed 
slave limits, slaves are taken thitiier from Zanzibar and 
the sonth, thence smaggled northward by the Somali 
Arabs. 

There were, and usually are, about two dozen dhows 
in the harbour, but little merchandize was exposed fur 
sale, consisting chiefly of a few bags of dates. One or 
two merchant houses at Zanzibar have agents here, to 
buy up the goods (principally hides) brought from the 
north while cheap. By these, and the Banian^ most of 
the legitimate business is transacted. 

On landing, we went to the fort, and called on the 
Governor's son, who seems to act in the stead of his 
father, doing all the hard work. We were shown into 
a room running the whole length of the building, and 
studded with a few windows, the platform and embrasures 
where the gims ought to be, its only fnmiture a grass mat 
and a few chairs. A crowd of dirty Arab attendants sat 
on the mat. The Governor's son, dressed in a chocolate- 
coloured long robe and turban, sat in a chair beside his 
counsellor or friend close to us. 
After the usual salutations, we made known our wants 
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in the matap^ line, which we were at once promised ; 
and, after cofTee and sweet water, took our departure; 
afterwarde Tisiting the GoTemor bimBel^ a very good 
specimeD of an Arab gentleman — clean, eage-looking, 
white-bearded and venerable, redolent with Otto de Boae. 
After the usual salutations, Lumma, our interpreter, 
opened the subject of the matap^ ; and while this parley 
was going on, I was looking about, highly amused with 
the peculiar furuiture and decorations of the room. 
This room was in the shape of a cloister ; the roof and 
sides stuccoed with pink and white ; the walls covered 
with many-coloured china saucers, suspended bystriugs* 
fancifully arranged in the shape of huge stars, &c., and 
covering quite two-thirds of the walls. Against the 
buttresses were huge, antique, block-framed chairs, inlaid 
with whitish woods, their backs and seats wrought with 
ijtriag instead of cane. The body of the room was 
filled with small skeleton mahogany bedsteads, on which 
we sat. 

On being told by Lumma that we wanted the matape 
to carry provisions to a division of our boats off Femba, 
the Governor very craftily offered to send the pnv 
visions by a dhow then on the point of sailing thither ; 
but Lumma, equally cunning, said that as we did not 
expect to find the boat^ at once, although when last 
h^trd of they were off Pemba, it was necessary to engage 
a dhow for some time to search elsewhere. This seemed 
to satisfy the Governor, who immediately ordered his 
secretary (an old man who spoke both English and 
French well) to supply our wants ; and, further, to send 
off to the *' Goi^ou " two bullocks as a present to the 
ship's company, and also presents for the captain. 

Leaving the secretary to procure the dhow, we sallied 



by Google 



LAMOO. 361 

fortli to secure quarters for the night; the master and 
the Baron putting up at a French merchant's house, who 
also kindly offered me a similiar privilege, which I 
declined, and returned to the boat We then pulled up 
the stream to a spot on the beach favourable for cooking, 

and landed the cook and his chattels, while S ~- and I, 

prompted by.aharp appetites, fell to on what we bad 
brought from the sliip, backed by a good sardine 
omelette. Towards night hauled the boat out to mid- 
Ktream, to provide against the men straggling. The 
men piped up many songs, and when tired each picked 
out a soft plank and fell asleep. 

At the first streak of dawn we were up and doing, 
and bad a refreshing bath. I walked to the town and did 
my BugiiT business; luckily finding a lot of fine lout' 
sugar at Id. per pound, of which I purchased 235 lbs. 
for the ship ; fancy, Jack getting fine loaf sugar with 
his cocoa I (bat even this did not compensate for 
no mm — Jack's staff of life.) 

We found a civil war on the eve of breaking out at 
Iaidoo ; tlie people at Patta and Seewy on the main 
having risen against the authority of the Sultan, and 
threatened to attack the island ; to resist which, the 
Governor had 340 soldiers, such as they were, no money, 
or provisions, or other muniiion de guerre. Such is the 
apathy of the Arab race, thnt tliough tlie Sultan of 
Zanzibar knew of this insurrectinn, and that unless 
assistance arrived, the second city in his kingdom would 
be lost, he made no effort to send reinforcements or to 
avert the danger by his personal presence, though a 
paftsage in the " Gorgon " was offered him. 

It appears that up to this time, the civil war has 
been carried on by words only : to-day, however, the 
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Governor, taking the advanl^e of the "Gorgon's" pre- 
sence, and thinking to intimidate the Patta chiefs, sent 
a letter to them. The Govemor was anxious to send 
the answer to the Sultan of Zanzibar by ns ; whic-Ii 
accounts for the delay in procnring our matapfe. Seeing 
this to be the case, and time being precione, aa we hare 
to rendezvous at Johanna on the 14th, .we send in an 
ultimatum to the Governor, saying, that we should go 
on board and back to Zanzibar, and tell the Sultan 
liow unfriendly his lieutenant had been to us. This 
had the desired effect. We were told to choose thn 
best dhow in the harbour, and the Governor's head man 
was sent to secure to us onr choice. Little time was 
wnsted: a fine now matapb of about forty tons was 
secured, and an Arab captain and fonr black sailors to 
assist to navigate her. Articles were then drawn up as 
to the payment for both dhow and men. The master 
had this unenviable job, which nearly exhausted his 
patience ; for do sooner had he finished the t^reement 
when some venerable Arab, who supposed himself to 
have a voice in the matter, proposed certain alterations ; 
otiiers propoiicd provisos such as this : in the event 
of the crew desertinff, thirty dollars should be paid for 
each (ii premium for them to desert, and thereby both 
return to their master and gain them thirty dollars) ! 
But, at last, the agreement was signed, sealed, and 
delivered; the bargain closed; both dhow and crew 
hired for an unlimited time, at the rate of two dollars 
per day, and to be returned at the termination of the 
service to Lamoo. 

The same night we managed to get the dhow out in 
uiid-stream, in readiness for an early start ; bat as yet 
only two of the native sailora (slaves), instead of four. 
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hod been secured ; and these being unwilling to go, 
liad to be strictlv guarded. However, on being put on 
board the dhow, they implored permiBsioQ to say fare- 
well to their wives and aiveethearts, which being denied 
t)iem, and seeing that further talk was of no avail, 
appeared resigned to their fate, unfolded their turbans, 
wrapped theiu round their bodies, and laid themselves 
down in the bottom of the dhow to sleep, a blue-jacket 
keeping night-watch over them moat vigilantly, as he 
declared. But in half an hour's time hie birds had 
down ; not a vestige of them remaining ; and Jack was 
outwitted, singing out, with a rigmarole of adjectives, 
" Well, I'll be hanged, if they're not gone !" So they 
were, and no mistake, and deserved every credit, too, 
for having got off so neatly. 

The next day, however, we secured the two "fty-by- 
uight's," and also two others and the Arab captain, 
making up the complement ; and, lest we should have 
more trouble, made sail and got to the ship about 
A.M., glad to get clear of Lamoo, and rejoiced at our 
success in getting both dhow and sugar. We also took 
out with us a good supply of fresh provisions. 

Oq crossing the bar, finding some fishermen with 
their lines down, the Baron ei^erly bought up all the 
Bsh in their canoes; but, when nearly on board, wa.s 
much disgusted to find that said fish were of yesterday's 
catching: the fishermen, failing to sell them in Uie 
market, had brought them out to take them in again 
aa/re^ but were relieved of them by the Baron. The 
Kshermen chuckled at the idea of " catching a man." 

\2ih Febraary. — Directly on arriving on board, our 
i-arpenters were set to work fitting a 24-howitzer on 
the matape's forecastle, and by 1 P.M. forty-two days' 
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provisions, ammomtion, and our dingy had been put on 
board ; and, being eo far complete, ne Bent her aw&y 

for six weeks, in charge of K and F , eleven 

white men and five blacks, including Lnmma, the in- 
terpreter. Aa we saw her sail away, with her hngo 
grass sail right in the wind's eye, our hopes of her 
success grew greatly, for she was well manned, armed, 
and provisioned, and sailed well. 

We now put our best leg foremost for Johauua, 
speculating on the treat in store for us, in the shape of 
letters. Our blue-jackets are in the dumps, for there 
is no grog in the ship — I dare say the frsi time this 
has occurred in the oldest " salt's " experience ; ships 
are very often short of biscuit, and even " salt horee," 
which is bfid, but seldom short of the "aqua vitte," 
Jack's elixir; this certainly is a misfortune 1 With the 
" Goi^n's " crew everj'thing seems reversed, the men 
are like fish out of water ; even the ship's name is re- 
versed, "Gorgon" spelt backwards! 

It is somewhat remarkable that this is the third time 
in two years that we have been on reduced allowance, 
a fact which says very little in favour of the arrange- 
ments of our commissariat. But it is too well known 
to surprise us, that Johanna, as a depot, is always at a 
low ebb ; a ship with stores is scarcely ever sent thither 
until everything is exhausted, 

19th FArua/ry. — At noon this day we arrive at 
Johanna, and, after passing through the narrow en- 
trance, take up moorings inside the harbour. With 
our arrival, the little Mosiambiqne squad, the East 
African cruisers are assembled, by order of the senior 
officer, the commauder of the "Ariel." 

As fully expected by us, the " Gorgon " — dear old 
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creature ! — even in bet decliniiig years ie envied, she 
yet creates jealousy, and no wonder. All the other 
ships, the senior craft, have all their boats on board, 
they have not a single " iron in the fire," while we 
have only two boats to show, the others being np the 
coast, far away, and hard at work ; at least we hope so, 
and this is what our rivals think. Already two of these 
rivals are in league, the "Ariel" and "Eapid," cove- 
nanting onr destruction. We hear tliat had we arrived 
with our boats we should now be minus two, for the 
benefit of their rival sisters; but both have miscal- 
culated our chief. The one, " Ariel," soaring too high, 
the other, considering her tender years, too fast, too 
" Rapid 1" Yes, they were going to shear the poor old 
" Gorgon " of her strength ! knowing it to exist only in 
her boats. 

Now the great talk is how vrrong Captain W was 

to have left his boats behind ; how angry the senior 
officer ifi that we should have rendezvoused so in- 
efficientlif, when we might have been wanted for par- 
ticular service. 

But let this pass. How went the time at Johanna 
during our short stay ? We coaled and provisioned 
the ship (that is to say as far as possible) by day, and 
in the evening walked up to Lumley's Brook and 
bathed, rambled about in the heat of the son, and 
shot flying foxes. The Baroo made for the mountain- 
lake, to see the water-birds, wiikout legs, but did not 
get quite far enough. Tlie "Ariels" sometimes came 
on board, apparently as friendly as ever; dined, sipped 
gn^, and smoked cigars ; called us " old fellows," and 
so forth. 

Talking about provisioning, \ihat a mess they do 



3 by Google 



386 ■ A CROISB IN THE "OOSGON. " 

make of this at the Cape. Knowing how short the 
ships most be of everything, a Danish vessel was char- 
tered to Johanna wiUi roals, proyisions, and clothing, 
but she brought so little of the latter two, that there 
was insufficient for oar •preteni wanta ; and the " Got- 
gon " had to go to Zanzibar to buy rum, and raJsin^ 
&c., ia the Bhape of provisions, the price of which we 
say nothing about, so long as we get the neceeearies ; 
but clothing, eo much needed, is not to be got at any 
price, and the men have to do without shoes and soap 
as beat they can. M'hy this state of things exists is 
inexplicable, when we know that both the " Ariel " and 
"Rapid," lately arrived from the Cape, might have 
brought up a good deal, at a great savii^ to Govern- 
ment. 

We are rather surprised to find a Danish naval lien- 
tenant in commuid of the merchant barque from which 
we coaled; finding his half-pay insnflicient for home 
support, he very wisely accepted the present command 
t'ur the voyage, combining pecuniary with travelling 
interest, and, aft«r all, having with him a companion, 
after his own kind, a brother naval officer; he is joUy 
enough — his is but an iniereriinff yachting cruise. The 
latter officer dined with us, and we found liim more like 
an Englishman than a Dane, both in sentiment, manner, 
and conversation. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

A "Black MondAj"— A white nigger; a freak of natnre— Price of 

•rtiolea of food at Zaniibw— Off Cliuia Point— K ■amttopiand 

tbe dliow be captured— A mistake— The gig*! arrival— All loot to 
be diigorged— Great dieguit thereat— A diplomatJo emud to lamoo 
—The reception- The g»Tenior'B virit to 09— The alave seaaon— 
The gODoer'a diriaion picked np — Their oilvoitutea — The aemi-bar- 
barooa Somali— OIT Port Diinifoid- CompvnaaUon- Keomboni, ta 
"Diek'aBead" — A ahooUng ezcnisiou — Bad luck. 

23rd Febrvanf. — The " Penguin " and " Rapid " both 
vent out of harbour to-day, t!ie former to Natal, with 
invali'^B and for despatches; the latter to Mayotta 
and the Seychelles. This ia a " black Monday " with 
U8, for we lose another old " Goi^on." Poor R ', who 
has been ill some time, leaves ua to-day, even under 
more melancholy circumstanceB than did our doctor, 
at the Haurttius ; for the former, besides total loss of 
health, has nearly lost his reason ; he is but a wreck 
of mind and body, and though we hope, still we cannot 
help thinking that we look on him for tlie last time. 
Indeed, it makes one very melancholy to look at him, 
and also to turn to those left, whose faces and figures 
also bear the mark of illness aud weariness ; it certainly 
makes one heave a deep sigh for home. 

24/A F^miary. — I saw one of those strauge &eaka 
of nature, an Albino — a " vikUe nigger" I'hia oddity 
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poesessed a perfectly wliite skin, bine eyes, bushy wtute 
eyebrows and eyelashes, and white, woolly hair ; it 
seemed Btrange to think that both this man's parents 
are black, and, stranger still, according to physiologists, 
the issue of two Albinos would be black ! 

The " Ariel " heraelf leaves the anchorage to-day ; 
the senior officer sending us our " saUing orders " the 
last thing, while she is under way; to wit: that she is 
en route to the northward, that we are to send down 
our boats to Melinda, where we are to pick them ap 
un the 10th of March, after touching at Zanzibar ; that 
we are to cruise between ]\Ielinda and Zanzibar, and 
with all boats to rendezvous at the latter place on the 
20th of March, thus quashing our plans. Of coarse, we 
are ratlier wrath at being so disappointed. 

28/A Fehrwxry. — The last day of another month is a 
source of congratulation to us ; and though one of oar 
ofBcers, when convicted of hurrahing, defended himself 
by saying it was because lie had lived so long, I believe 
he gloried solely in the flight of time. This aftemooD 
we leave this anchor^e for Zanzibar. 

Qth March. — After one week's voyage (580 miles) we 
find ourselves once more at Zanzibar, nothing remarkable 
occurring en route. Having anchored late in the evening 
we enjoyed a quiet night ; rather surprised at finding the 
■' Ariel " here, having imagined her to the northward. 

In the morning, as usual, iJaaifs, Eadchids and Buckets 
come on board with their questionable yams and com- 
modities ; the former with most horrible accounts of the 
doings of our piratical boats : one Arab had been killed 
and another mortally wounded by them. The boatswain 
was indeed suppressing the slave trade with a vengeance, 
blazing away grape and canister on the slightest provo- 
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cation; burning sod sinking, killing and woanding, 
illegally capturing, and such unboatswain-like conduct; 
blockading the second seaport and city in the Sultan's 
dominions ; making Arabs tremble, and himself terrible. 

All this and even more we heard. That the whaler 
had been swamped ; that a matape belonging to our 
acting Consul, laden with cowries, had been illegally 
detained by the GoTemor. All this was enough to send 

Captain W into a fever to find and bring them to 

book ; in fact their doings appear to have eren aroused 
the general officer, who orders us at once to proceed in 
search of them. We have, therefore, only just time to 
run on shore, to replenish sea-stock, and go away under 
steam, leaving 6 and the Baron behind ; the former 
taking up quarters with our acting Consul in preference 
to monotonons ship life. 

The " Ariels " have added another dhow to their cap- 
tures made off Pemba, having six slaves on board ; and 
have dropped six boats off that island. It appears that 
the duties of the station are now finally divided by the 
senior officer. The " Ariel " taking between Brava and 
Lamoo; " Bapid " thence to Melinda Sound; then the 
" Gorgon " from the latter place to Zanzibar; and these 
limits are really to exist in the strictest sense of a Icmg 
memorandum. 

PBICES OF ABT1CLE8 OF FOOD, 4c, at ZANZIBAB. 



Coffee. . . . 


lA. p«T lb. 


Fowl. .... 


1<I.acb 


Flour 


2id.perlb. 


FuhCnlt). . . 


Id. ., 


Biuiini (Mnmt) . 


2|i „ 


Folatoe* (EoglUh) 


24 « 


Oaioiu. . . . 


U. „ 


Yum . . . . 


R .. 


Swe«t FoUtoea . 


id. „ 


Hdk . . . . 


fidperbollk. 



. 4(1. per lb. 

. SO Ibr 1*. 

. to for U 

. 4<I. per lb. 

. id. . 

. 2-d. „ 

■ 2H - 

"id. per dos 

Fmit, ncnrljr out Ot aeaaon. 



Bread . 
HaugoM 
OranKCa - 
Beef. . 

VegetablM 
HnttoD . 
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Sunday, Sih March. — About noon, being off Chala 
Point, we pick up K 'b matap^ and a huge dhow cap- 
tured by him this morning in Waseea Beefs in this 
manner. Three dhovs were there at anchor, their crevs 
assembled on board one of them, evidently making np 
for the day's &tBt — it being Bamazan time — by feastJog 
tremendously. They formed an aggregate of 121 wai> 

like sons of the Prophet, well armed. K thinking 

discretion to be the best part of valour, merely went in 
the dingy with Lummo to reconnoitre ; the latter arming 
himself, hailed the dhow, and, with true Arab cunning, 
told the revellers that he had made a mistake in taking 
her to be a slave vessel, seeing so many people on 
board ; but adding that, as we had more boats outside, 
the captain of the dhow had better provide himself with 
an English pass, which he might get by going on board 
our matape. The next momiag the Arab captain, dnll- 
headed and corpulent &om last night's overgoi^ie, fell 
into the trap, came on board, and was there kept ; 
and finally, by the light of day, when his friends had 
dispersed, was escorted back to his dhow by a strong 
party of our men, and, as they expected, found her fitted 

for the slave trade. K took charge, and brought 

her to Cbala Point to the ship. It appears that the 
other two dhowa had proper papers, but that this one 
had none. 

K and F both return to us as jolly as possible, 

their clothes the only part of them the worse for wear. 
'Xhey dissipate many of the bad reports concerning our 
other boats, making our boatswain less piratical and 
terrible than we expected. 

We invigorated K ■ with a bath, clean shirt, a 

bundle of letters, and a good dinner ; then pack him off 
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in his prize to Zanzibar for adjudication, and proceed 
to pick op the other boats. 

NumeroQS dhova pass deeply laden to the Bonthward, 
proving that there are legitimate traders on this coast 
as well as slavera— o^ covne every one was of opinion 
they were of the latter species, and ought to be boarded 
at the very least. 

lOth March. — Just before arriving at Lamoo we see a 
dhow fall of bnmaa beings running to the northward. 
Now there is great excitement on neariog her : we see 
swarms of swarthy-looking fellows crowding her bul- 
warks, No colours are yet hoisted, and all of us say. 
sorely this is a regular hand fide capture — the first proper 
one we have taken ! but, oafortunately, there are two 
sides to the question: the dhow is within the slave 
limits by about ten miles. Supposing she has papers 
from Zanzibar, and that she is taking her slaves to 
Xjamoo, she is free I On the other hand, if she were to 
ran on for ten miles, then, papers or no papers, she 
would be ours. However, we are now close enoagh to 
see that t^e swarthy crowd is principally composed of 
northern Arabs : up go the Arab oolouts, we sheer close 
on board, aud find she has the Governor of Qniloa as a 
passenger, and, therefore, we go onr way far from re- 
joiciog. 

Towards evening the gig rejoins ns. All is solemn 
on board ; onr chief paces the deck with measured 
Btridea, grim and gloomy, as if preparing to taX in stem 
judgment on the new arrivals. On the gig's coming 
alongside, her crew, dressed most grotesquely in semi- 
Arab style, with big beards and in rude health, are 
ordered to tow a line on deck ; and, after being invited 
to disgorge all money " looted," are rigidly searched by 
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the police, much to their disgust, as shown by the petty 
officer who exclaimed aloud : "After being shot at like 
dogs, we're to be pulled to pieces like this !" However 
disgusting it naturally was to them, although Tery little 
was found, this severe search was necessary to enable 
the captain to disprove all false reports ; but, of course. 
Jack did not see it in this light, and merely answered, 
"Ay, ay, sir." 

nth March. — Early in the morning the master and 
I went into Lamoo in a diplomatic capacity. Our 
captain imagining that the Governor was wrath concern- 
ing the boatswain's proceedings — alleged to consist 
of seizing certain dhowa inside his harbour—wrote 
a letter to him apologising for the acts of his dis- 
obedient officer; winding up witli thanking him for 
all kindnesB, &c., shown to our cruisers, and promising 
to make it known in proper quarters, fiut ijiis letter 
was not to be given to tlie Governor until he had pro- 
mised to give one in return, accepting the apol(^, and 
admitting the legality of capture of the two dhows by 
oar boatswain off his iiarbour. 

On landing this time we found the town swarming 
with dirty, greasy, northera soldiers. The former Gover- 
nor, the patriarch who received us on our last visit, has 
since been appointed Governor of Zanzibar, and has 
been succeeded by his son, who now received as at tbe 
top of tbe stone steps to tbe fort^ and we preceded him 
to the reception-room — a common, narrow, brick and 
stucco room. The Governor took the centre chair, and 
we one each on his right ; Lumma, according to Arab 
fashion, sittiog abjectly at tbe potentate's feet, ready to 
interpret. After a little while the Governor's inter- 
preter — a Tenerable, mild-looking Arab, who spoke 
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EngliBh remarkably well, having been brought ap from 
the early age of eleven yeara on board an East African 
surveyor's ship, about the year 1825 — came in and took 
a chair next to me. 

Being beckoned by the Governor to crawl closer, 
Lumma opened by explaining the object of our visit. 
The Governor expressed himself sorry that our boat- 
swain had been rather reckless, &c., boarding dhows 
and blockading his harbour without permission ; never- 
theless, he accepted the apology, adding, tliat he was 
glad the dhows were destroyed, the crews and owners 
of them being kidnappers, pirates, and everything bad. 
We told his Excellency that to show every respect to 
him, the captain would fire a salute to his honour if he 
would visit the " Gorgon ;" and then (as prearranged) 
Lumma intimated to bis Excellency that if he would 
give US a letter in answer to that written to him, ex- 
pressing himself satisfied with the apology, and with 
the fact of the destmction of the two firatieal davtrt, 
we wonld hoist up our boatfi and be ofT, being quite 
tired and disgusted with this service. 

The Governor was only too glad to have peace on 
these terms, his face seeming to indicate that he would 
accept " anything for a quiet life." He readily agreed 
to the proposal, and promised to have the letter written, 
and also to go himself to the ship in onr boat at 2 p.u. 
Thus we had played the parts of diplomatists in true 
Arab fashion, with the success of which I did not feel 
jiroud; and thus it may be seen how dhoM-s can be 
captured on this coast I believe some of the captains 
nsed a great deal of bine cloth and other presents to 
legalize their captures. 

At 2 P.U. the Governor went off to the ship, was 
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treated with all deference, and on leaving was sainted 
with fifteen guiu^ Doubtless he landed a bigger man. 
We rather wondered that he mustered up sufficient 
energy for the occasion, but he was certainly wise in his 
doing 80, for he gained great power thereby ; the moral 
effect of hia being, as it were, thus favoured by an 
English man-of-war, and recognised by England, would 
not be lost on hie rebellious subjects, who had so very 
recently kicked t^ainst his authority. 

Lumma dined with the Governor the same night, and 
he told me how pleased the potentate was ; bow glori- 
oudy dnmh they had made tjiemselves with eating ; it 
being Bamazan, they fast all day and feast all night. 
They had stuffed themselves until midnight, then slept 
awhile ; then at '1 a.h. by beat of tom-tom and gun-fire 
they restuffed, and finally got drunk again on food 
alone. Poor sensual Lumma stroked his distended 
stomach with great happiness and complncency on 
spinning this yam, showing how profitable it had been 
to him, though he was very unwell for several days 
afterwards. 

And now, after having settled this little " pigeon," as 
Anglo-Chinese call it, we sailed northward, to look for 
the gunner's division of boats, the last of the " Tmanta." 

It is plain, though just the season, that our dhow- 
catching is all over ; our chief has collapsed like a 
balloon emptied of its gas ; he seems to be thoroughly 
tired of the whole affair. Dhows now pass us in num- 
bers with impnuit^, either north or south; no matter, 
let them go, we are tired of this disagreeable service. 
The married men now total up the captures, and make 
abstruse calculations of the forthcoming boonty-money. 

The Governor's interpreter seemed wonderWack on 
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hearing that we mtended picking ap our boats and going 
Boathward. " Bnt surely another Tessel will come here, 
for th« season has only just commenced — the slave- 
dhows are only beginning to travel northward I" 

The boatswain's division had kept in good health 
while away, and had grown fat They had boarded 
folly 6ft;y dhows, and might have taken many. Nam- 
ben of the dhows carried upwards of 150 armed Somalis 
as crew ; folly determining this season, as before given 
oat, to resist oar boats. Some of the largest dhows 
measored over 300 ttms ; the boats hod hod one or two 
scrimmages with them, but came out of them ao hadly 
that I shall say no more about it — suffice it to say they 
gained aayihing hd honour and fflory. 

13th March, — OfiF Port Dnniford we pick ap the 
gunner's division, consisting of only one boat, the star* 
board paddler, the whaler having been swamped. After 
towing them olear of the land, she is brought along- 
side aad cleared ; and we collar our messmate, little 

C , to hear his adventures after he has refreshed 

himself with a bath, he stipulating that he should be 
allowed to take sis monthfnls of food before the fiist 
question should be put, or he speak; but no sooner 
was the last between the teeth than a volley of the 
most vsfiouB inquiries were made by five curious, eager 
youngsters. 

Poor C stood the fire like a " brick," telling os 

all about their only and unfortunate capture — a miser- 
able matap^ and its crew of women " cowrie pickers ;" 
how they ran her on shore, the sable females fleeing to 

the hills. Youngsters will chaff, uid poor C ■ was 

oftentimes asked if he really had been so cruel as to 
make the " cowrie pickers shell out." Although invited to 
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repossees himself of his boat, the miserable master was 
too fright«ned to do so ; and the women stood on the 
very pinnacle of the sand-hill, looking down with dread 
at the piratical Wasungo (white men). 

C was placed in charge with the whaler's crew, the 

whaler toning astern. The paddler gradually got oat of 

sight, and poor C was left to shift for himself, which 

he would not have minded so much if he had had fewer 
wants, or had possessed wherewith to supply the chief 
of wants — water. Sailing too close to the land, it being 
neap tides, he suddenly found himself on his beam-ends, 
high and dry, the setting sun witnessing his discomfiture. 

There was no help for it ; he had looked anxiously at 
the water to come up to assist him, but soon discoveied 
that there was no hope. There was nothing left but to 
land and trudge it afoot : but whither ? there was the 
mb. However, knowing the gutmer had gone aovih, 
he went oouth, too ; carrying a little biscuit and 
water, barely sufficient to take the rough edge oST his 
appetite, and to keep moisture in his mouth. That 
night, with his boat's crew around him, being wearied 
walking so far without even a shoe, be stretched his 
five feet, three inches on the sand, and after conntiiig 
all the constellations, w)t forgediv^ "Aqitarim," he feU 
asleep, and there slept until the sun peeped into his 
eyes, when he rose and walked onward ; meeting on his 
way a messenger from the gunner with a calabash of 
the most precious and refreshing water. He then again 
trudged onward ; startling a full-grown tawny tiger 
en route ; coming across quantities of game — deer and 
blue-breasted guinea hens — until, towards eveuing, be 
found the paddler snugly moored in a bay thirty-fivt 
miles from where he left his matapi wrapped in flames. 
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He wonud up by saying tltis was the longest, most 
fotiguinp, famiebing walk he had ever had ; and we all 
&Ily believed him. 

After joining the ganner, they weighed, and beat up 
to the northward, not even seeing a dhow. On getting 
88 far as Tola, turning back, and anchoring in Port 
Domford, where we picked them op. 

C has entirely lost the skin of his nasal oi^d ; 

hut worst of all, he lost all the clothes he took with 
him in the matap^ ; but he and I are going to put our 
heads tt^ether and to send a long list of tliese losses to 
the Admiralty for compensation ; not doubting that 
their lordships will do what is right in the affair. 

I had almost forgotten to mention a little instance in 
the case of the semi-barbarous Somali, who claimed 
eighty dollars (as before related) for the goats lost with 
the dhow snok by our boats ofT Lamoo. This half- 
naked, mde-looking fellow sat upon his haunches on 
oar quarter-deck, while I counted the dollars into hia 
lap. One would have thought the noTelty of the scene 
around him — the upper deck, pomp and circumstance of 
a man-of-war, &c., a sight which, most likely, he had 
never before witnessed — would have slightly disturbed 
his equanimity and presence of mind ; not so, however, 
his mind being fully engrossed by the dollars. There 
he sat, coolly counting them one by one; detecting 
one with a little chip, asking for another in lien : and 
all in a regular bnsinees-like manner. After which he 
walked away with the money quite as if he had been 
used to receive such large sums, though the chances are 
he had never seen so much. 

13th Miirch.~Oa leaving Lamoo, it was the captain's 
intention of anchoring off Tola Island ; but the current 
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was 80 strong to the south-westward that, after nearly 
two days' effort, we fonnd ourselves this day still oflF Port 
Dumford. Weanchored; sendingthecDttertotiiattowD. 
The captain and two or three officers made up the party, 
which I should have joined, but taking into cODBideration 
that they had to heat fifteen miles against strong wind 
and current in an open boat, I declined the invitation. 

Our object in viRiting this forlorn place was to gain 
intelligence of the matap^ with cowries, destroyed by 
our boat£ ; and to find out whether she was engaged 
in legal or illegal traffic at that time ; if the former, to 
compensate the wretched owners, who lived at Tola. 

17(A March. — We had nearly given up the cotter for 
lost ; but this momiog she returned, having been left 
on a sand-bank by the receding tide all the night of the 
15th and part of I6th. 

Tola is described as a miserable habitation for man— 
a few small wigwams surrounded by barren sand-bills. 

It was found that the chief was the owner of the 
matape ; that she was a legal trader, and the old man 
being poor the captain paid him 100 dollars, as it was 
found that she was only partially destroyed by fire, and 
that most of the cownes could be recovered. Thus we 
settled the matter with a good conscience. I cannot 
help thinking that it is very lamentable that we shontd 
have to go about the coast patching up our captures in 
this manner. 

On the following morning we dropped down to a place 
called Keomboni, or "Dick's Head," for the pnrpose of 
beguiling the time wiUi a little shooting; having leamt 
from our cruising officers that the land teemed with game 
of all kinds. Having anchored here late on the IStli, 
we prepared to start on the following morning early. 
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Ab usual, in all snch cases, especially vtiere a lot of 
rollicking yoimgsterB are concerned, there are great and 
noisy preparatioDB. There are rifles, amtnnDition, haver- 
sacks to find, and good cheer to be packed up for all ; 
the yoQDgsters dancing around the while like a lot of 
Chippevay Indians ; their hearU gladdened by the sight 
of savoury piet^ cold fowls, and other little items that 
make op the sum of tlieir anticipated enjoyment. It la 
midnight before we get to bed ; and the next momiug 
we are up, and have nearly got through breakfast by 
daylight ; only waiting our chief to start. At last he is 
leady and we get aWay ; and, as the yotuigsters say, 
" off for Dick's Land." 

The formation of this peninsula is very peculiar, 
apparently coral, as if the sea had receded and left it to 
be deserted afterwards by the insects, and exposed to the 
wind and weather for many, many years, during which 
it had become undermined and honeycombed in a strange 
manner ; parts of it being extremely light and soft The 
base of it was covered with small oysters, which afforded 
a dainty meal to our blue-jackets. 

The little village of Keomboni, composed of a few 
huts, is situated on the neck of the peninsnia, close to 
the sea. It is annually visited by an Arab agent from 
Brava, who is sent to gather in the produce of the land ; 
for the soil being better than at Brava, it is used for the 
cultivation of maize and Guinea com, which is annually 
gathered by the agent. This appears to be the time 
tor the periodical official visit, for the agent is here, and 
the few villagers are busily employed making grass 
bags and filling them with grain. 

On laudiug, we are met by the ag^tt, an old man 
with a white beard, who very kindly puts ns in posses- 
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sion of the most comfortable hut in the village for our 
picnic, giving hb water and assistance, and afterwards 
guides to show us where the game is to be found. 

All things bein^ in reading, we divide into three 
parties, each party provided with a guide. Of course 
in making so great an arrangement, something is sore 
to be left behind. When about 200 yards from tlie 
village, the third party had forgotten the very necessary 
item — drink ; and though so short a distance from tbe 
village, they would not go back for any; midshipmeD- 
like declaring that we would be all in the same boat 
together. Though one pointed ofLt that the boat could 
not go ahead without the necessary element it was no 
good, the majority decided to go without ; so we neat 
on, and were deserveilly punished for being so foolish. 

Tlie country passed over was flat and open ; flanked 
by a maze of small trees, scanty enough to be little or 
no obstruction to our passage, but crossed and re-crossed 
by BO many tracks, and the trees so much alike as to 
puzzle us in finding tbe way either backward or forward. 
In this maze we saw a good deal of game ; the gazelle, 
the blue-breasted guinea fowl, partridges, and a lew 
pheasants ; but the trees were so numerous that it was 
almost impossible to do any execution. A sportsman 
with a quick eye, and requiring only one glance at the 
game, might have made a good "bag." We were un- 
accustomed to the thing, fired often but as often missed 
our birds, ^tlier from waiting too long before firing, or 
the shot being half expended in the trees before reach- 
ing the bird. In the open, numbers of gazelles sprung 
up at our feet, or bounded over the plain at a fine rate; 
but in this we also failed, from many causes — chiefly 
our inexperience, not generally being on the alert, 
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irresolution in choodng onr animal, and also the wild> 
nes8 of the game itself. And I am almost ashamed to 
say, that after walking for four or five hours and seeing 
quantities of giime, we returned with only one gazelle 
amouget us ; and that shot by the youngest of the party, 
little C . 

Siiooting iu the tropics is certainly above a joke, it is 
not sport 1 am convinced. Of our party, the steward 
soon turned back exhausted, and others evidently did 
not like it, as shown by their faces, as red as turkey 
cockB*, pouring witli petspiratioQ, and evincing decided 
disapproval. Very luckily, after four hours' walking we 
came to a well just when my companion declared him- 
self giddy and too tired to go farther, and we were 
quickly restored. The well was sunk about twenty feet 
in the sand ; a little black boy stood in the centre of 
the water, naked, and baled out the precious (hot dirty) 
neetar, which we imbibed with that mighty zest only 
experienced by extremely thirsty men who have walked 
for hours in the heat of the day near the equator. Little 
did we care about the mode of supply ; we got the 
precious fluid, and that was enough. After this great 
refreshment, very midshipman-like, we agreed to try our 
luck once more for two hours ; but being in doubt as to 
the time of day, we attempted to construct a queer sun- 
dial in the sand, by which we made it noon ; when the 
captain and party came up, and without much difficalty 
persuaded us to return to the TiU^e to dinner. 

The jHcnic passed as picnics generally do, when there 
is a good store of good things, jovial spirits, and great 
appetites. After this, while some of us took a "siesta" 
othere fired at target, and the captain kindly taught the 
chiefs son oar alphabet and numbers, which he acquired 
2 D 
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phonetically, putting them down in Arabic according to 
sound. It was a pleasure to see the interest he took in 
picking up this knowledge. Our boats had been here 
for three days during their cruise, and in that time lie 
could repeat the alphabet and count up to a thousand 
perfectly. 

In the afternoon we E^;ain trotted out for three hours; 
but returned with *' fisherman's luck." I separated from 
the rest of the party, and nearly lost myself in tke 
woody maze ; but, getting free again, I determined to 
make shooting a secondary consideration, a good vntlk 
the first, and therefore trudged along on the top of a 
spur of bills, to enjoy the fresh breeze ; at the same time 
on the qui vive for anything that might be driven over 
by the other sportsmen. 

In my ramble I found the land studded with ancient- 
looking Hindoo t(mibs, extensive, and strongly-bnilt of 
coral and stone ; some of the monuments with a fev 
saucers stuck in the plaster in front. I concluded that 
these were the tombs of the first known settlers on this 
coast above 900 years ago. 

Having been much interested in these remnants of 
antiquity and in the walk, the sun had set before 1 1«- 
membered that it was time to be at the village, and 1 
was at least three miles from it. I walked along briskly, 
and wound up by a pleasant bathe in the sea ; then vt 
steered to the rendezvous, not surprised on meeting ■ 
man sent to look for me, every one thinking me loEt,&iid 
on the point of sending ont scouts. The boats were no* 
only waiting my arrival, and therefore we shook the oM 
chiefs hand, thanked him for his kindness, and returned 
to the ship very much satisfied with our little picnic at 
"Dick's Head." 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

l^e put and the preaent of Helinda— We anchor off Boobooboo — The 
Bnltan of Zanzibar and the slave trade — Hia craiie with qb — Diffi- 
culty in amiiimg his mite — Wa pnrohase nick-nacks at Zanzibar — 
A greet feoat — The Bullan'g present lo us — We leaxe Zanzibar for 
good — Tbe friends we leave behind — BemarkB on the slave trade — 
The fe«st of Bamazan — Mihommedan fast-daya — Bibi Alla's presents 
— 8k»6 girls and their oraainents— An Amb dance — A description 
of Hobilla — Visit to the Qneen— -At Fort MozemMqne— We stumble 
■CKM a friend — Farewell to the Hoi^inbiqiie — On our way to the 
Oq>e— Algt« Bay and its gBieties— Festivities, Ac^ in bononi of om 
arrival — At Simon's Bay. 

19th iSareh. — We now 8teer for Belinda, where we 
arrive on Sonday the 22nd. I cannot understand what 
ciiarmed the good old navigator Vasco de Gama bo much 
on arriving at this place about tliree centuries and a 
half ago. In the view of Meliuda from the sea there is 
nothing to charm one now ; there is not even a shadow 
of its past beauty ; no " Ut^^ well-built, beautiful city 
surrounded by numerooB gardens and forests of palm- 
trees crowned with perpetual verdure ;" no " opnleot 
natives clothed in silks and satins;" nn "kingly barges 
crossing the beautiful bay mth gay silken pavilion 
shadiug a king from the too splendid raya of the sun.'' 
'' The light of other days is faded " indeed, for we have 
now but a few miserablo thatched huts perched on 
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barren eand-billSj'aad the natives are a mieerable lot of 
half-starved slaves, and sallow-visaged Somali Arabe, 
with scarcely sufficient clothes to hide their nakedness. 
A wretched man called a Governor, when called upon 
to provide us with food, uses his great aathority^ in vain; 
for after many hours* search, his subjects can only 
manage to scrape together balf-a-dozen fowls and a goat 
or two. 

The only things tbut remind one of those bright days 
spoken of by Yasoo, is the monument, or pillar, bnilt 
by him on the most prominent extremity of the bay; 
about forty feet high; once of beautiful white coral, 
doubtless, but now black and weather-beaten, aged and 
crumbling ; on which, however, like true Englisbmen, 
we oarve our naines with the point of an Arab's dagger. 
An hour or two on shore sufficed ; and we were very 
glad to get on board again. 

The following day, the 23rd, we bade adieu to the 
old place, and steered for Zanzibar; where we once 
more arrived on the 2Stb, having been obliged to 
anchor off the place strangely called Boobooboo. 

And now began to assail us those many Arab ex- 
aggerations and falsehoods, so customary on arrival. 
All our dhow-captures were protested against; the 
Sultan swearing by his Prophet to acquaint our Groveni- 
ment of our illegal proceedings, and piratical captores. 
The European slave-dealing merchants cried shame, and 
were shocked at our proceedings ; lifting the voice of 
humaniiy with bitter cry, and bowling a requiem over 
the sunken dhows, the carriers of their merchandise, 
alternately legitimate cargoes, cowries, and slaves. The 
poor nervous Sultan has been memorialized by these 
humane men to stop this wholesale destmctioii of his 
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commeree (in slaves), his legal traders. Their black 
tAil coatf^ their forcible appeal, their threate of stopping 
certain royal allowances, actually made th« poor Sultan 
assume a bold front on their behali^ but the poor man 
could not act it out ; an energetic captain changed 
the Sultan's resolntion ou the first interview with him. 
He felt sorry he had gone so far ; our dhows were all 
legal captures ; oh, yes I anything for peace. At last 
the merchants gave in ; the number of protested dhows 
became beautifully less ; sinister crowds of villainous 
Somalis intent on prosecuting claims, dispersed like 
clouds on an April day, until there was only one in the 
field. 

But our orders to leave the station on the 15th of 
next month have arrived, which makes our hearts re- 
joice, plucks the crow's feet from our eyes, and re-ani- 
mates us. We can fancy how glad a convict must be 
to return to his native shore after a long transportation. 

3rd AprU. — ^This is a gala day on board. The Saltan 
of all the Arabs is coming to take a cruise in the old 
ship, and embarks (the rain willing) with all his suite 
to-day. I believe his Highness's intention creates as 
great a degree of misery and discomfort in the palace, 
amongst bis followers and menials, as it does in our 
little floating town, for there must be pretty nearly aa 
much burnishing and cleaning there as here. Our pre- 
parations are scarcely finished and the yards manned 
when the potentate is descried in the distance. We on 
board are all rigged out in splendid apparel to welcome 
him, but his Highness rests on bis oars tintil oar salute is 
over, and then comes alongside. 

After all, there is not so much grand ceremony as 
we expected. The potentate cornea in the And> com- 
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iiiodore's boat, a cotter, pulled by abotit a dozen Bombay 
men, clad in fez and blue-striped cottoo Jerseys. T)ie 
boat is a good one, and might be made to do wonders in 
a regatta if pulled by a dozeu of our best blue>jackets. 
It is witbout any decoration. 

The Sultan is dressed like any ordinary Arab gentle- 
man, in a loose dressiug-gown-Iike Cashmere coat, a 
common tarban, a pair of sandals, and has bare legs. 
He is about thirty-five years old, but is thin, pale, and 
carewom. He is accompanied by three or four brotlieis. 
and half a bnndred other Arabs all somewhat similarly 
clad. 

Having ma'le onr salaam to bis Higbuesa, who vas 
good enough to shake us by the hand, we deposited our 
royal guest and his suite on chairs od the upper deck, 
and got the ship under way. 

We had a nice little trip, steaming close to the island 
to show the ijullan his dominions, anil did all in oni 
power to amuse him. His amiable character shone 
out often ; for instance, he would never allow one of ns 
to stand, and would sometimes rise and bid ns be seated. 
We conversed through two Arab interpreters, who did 
their duty well, speaking and understanding English 
fluently. But we had greater diiliculty in amusing tlK 
Arabs. They were seated in their chairs in single file, 
seemingly indifferent to everytliing ; quite content to 
sit and think and admire, &c., showing no inclination 
to see the house we lived in, its stem realities and 
many novelties, though in all probability few of them 
had had the chance before. We met with partial suc- 
cess by showing tbem some large descriptive paintings 
of the late war in China ; and I created a little surprise 
by spreading out before them a large lUv^raied Lmdm 
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News' " Bird's-Eye View of LondoD." Tlie first qnestion 
put by tfaem was, " Where is the Qaeen's palace ?" 

F' had a youthful portrait of our Queen which I 

allowed the Sultan, and by bis request left; it with bim 
as a souTenir. 

Distribution of cakes, coffee, and sherbet filled up the 
interrale agreeably enough. About noon we return to 
Zanzibar, disembarking the Sultan and suite under a 
salute. The Arabs seemed very much pleased with 
their trip, but I think were glad to get rid of the for- 
malities attending it. 

I was rather disgusted to hear that Lumma, our in- 
terpreter, is a murderer ; that he killed an Arab some 
years ago at Zanzibar, and in consequence was obliged 
to fly the land. It is very disgusting to be thus de- 
ceived, for we had treated Lumma very considerately, 
often inviting him into our mess-place, &c. ; but we 
Zingari scarcely ever know with whom we shake hands. 

We lie at Zanzibar uutil the 4th of April, filling 
up the interval by laying in such little nick-nacks and 
curiosities to be found here, for the dear ones at home, 
who always like these souvenirs of oar distant voyages. 
The place is not very prolific in such things. Otto of 
roses can be bought, but the genuine stuff is very rare. 
Tlie natives generally fill tbe bottles with rubbish, and 
scent the stopper sud wool round it with the veritable 
essence. This deceit could be easily detected were one 
allowed to take out the stopper, and apply a little of the 
contents to a piece of paper and put afterwards to the fire 
to dry : for if good it would leave no stain, if bad an 
oily one ; but the wily Arabs, knowing this, object to 
the good old privilege of " try before yDu buy." 

Having been in the laud of Otto of Koses before, I 
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was Dot at a loes for teste ; and by shaking a bottle d 
it up smartly, and finding but very few air-bubbles on 
the surface, I prevented one of our mide fitHB being 
deceived. Grciss caps, mats, and fans made at Zanzibar, 
and many more things from Bombay, can be procured; 
but I think the Zanzibar manufactures are the only 
things worth taking, for, besides being curious and 
simple, they are inexpensive. 

Before leaving we all dined with Baron D ■ at the 

acting Consul's. The feast certainly astonished us, as 
we little expected that Zanzibar, with its rice-eating 
inhabitants, could provide so many substantial good 
things. We had, in fact, a diminutive Lord Mayor'i 
feast: our bill of fare being soup, fish, beef, mutton, 
ham, venison, turkey, wild duck, fowls, ad tn^^n, 
sweets ditto, a great English cheese and sardines, and 
salad da cocoa-de-mer (procured at the expense of a 
whole palm-tree) ; dessert good, wines excellent ; wind- 
ing up with Mocha coffee and fine cigars. My gun- 
room messmates were particularly delighted, and we all 
did justice to the Baron's good cheer. 

The day before our departure the Sultan sent some 
handsome presents to the captain, consisting of a gold- 
embroidered Cashmere scarf; a kind of silkei) table- 
cover, handsomely embroidered ; and another valuable 
lace-Kke Indian cloth. His Highness presented these 
things very delicately, saying that they were not for 
the captain, but for his wife ; at which the captain 
laughed heartily, saying that he therefore felt bound to 
get one forthwith. To the captain himself the Sultan 
presented a diamond ring, a case of otto of roses, and, 
not least in value, a gold Persian coin, supposed to have 
been dug out of the earth at Zanzibar about three and a 
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Iwlf ceotiiries ago ; a quantity of Moclia cofTee, Bassara 
dates, fruits, Bheep and goats of very rare breed. Vege- 
tables, and two bullocks for the ship's compauy were 
also presented. 

TtuB was indeed a very handsome acknowledgment 
of the little nervice we had performed, more becoming 
the Sultan of Turkey than this poor potentate, 

i(h AprH. — We leave Zanzibar for good, and right 
glad we are. It is a place little worthy of remembrance, 
but there are a few Europeuus there whose kindness we 
shall not soon forget, fot we always found a hearty 
welcome amongst them, and a knife and fork whenever 
we were inclined to accept their hospitality. 

Nor do we forget the French hospital, and its good 
&ther and sisters, who received and treated a British 
naval lieutenant and seaman so kindly when sick. We 
have to while away the time as best we can uutil the 15th, 
when we are to meet the " I'enguin " at Pouna Point, 
to receive the despatches, letters, invalids, &c. of the 
squadron and then away to the Cape ; lieigho, tantivy ! 

15th April. — Here we are at the rendezvous, but no 
" Peugioin," and sharp is the word, for we cannot afford 
to wait ; hold on until sunset, and then, having fulfilled 
our part of the appointment, turn oar stem on the north, 
and run for Johanna, where we are to call en route to 
the Cape. 

I shall wind up oar Mozambique cruising by copying 

a page or two of my friend S 's joorual, concerning 

our mode of suppressing the slave trade. When left 
behind at Zanzibar his attention was very unpleasantly 
drawn to the subject by the mercbanls of that place. 

He says, " On the 8th March, the ' Gorgon ' left for 
the Dortb to pick up her boats; I remained behind and 
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took lip my quarters with our acting Consul, whose hos- 
pitality was unbounded. During the ship's absence, 
wliich was until the 27th (Sunday), rumours anired 
respecting the depredations committed by our boats 
along the coast ; a dhow came in with two men wounded, 
reported having been fired upon by two of our boats off 
the Luba Islands, one died soon after his arrival. This 
canseil great sensation amongst the northern Arabs, 
who have congregated in great numbers, with the in- 
tention of resisting by force of arms any oppositiun to 
their slave trafBc; so that we anticipate some pretty 
tough work when the season sets in for them to mn 
north. In consequence of the seizure of CArtain dhows, 
and in order to guard against any undue interference o( 
our cruisers with the legal traders, the merchants of 
Zanzibar have held sundry meetings to express their 
disapprobation of oar proceedings, and the manner in 
which the suppression of the slave trade is being carried 
on by the cruisers, and have had an audience of the 
Sultan, before whom they laid their grievances, request- 
ing him to insist upon our men bringing every vesw) 
they capture into Zanzibar, and not sanction their being 
destroyed indiscriminately, without any other adjudica- 
tion than that of the captain. Tliey pointed out that the 
treaty with Great Britain insisted on this point ; but in 
this they were wrong. However, it is impossible not 
to recognize the reasonableness of their remonstrances, 
their commerce being very much cut up and interfered 
with by the doings of our boats on the whole of the 
east coast, creating such fear in the minds of Arabe, 
however legal the traffic they might be employed in. 
that they dare not put to sea. This naturally affects 
the interests of the merchants of Zanzibar, who carry 
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on by means of these dhows a lucrative trade in cowries, 
hides, copal, and ivory, and wliicb, iu fact, constitates 
their whole trade ; and for which they are braving 
the evils of a bad climate in an inhospitable locality, 
far removed from home and civilisation. It is, there* 
fore, not to be wondered at if they should endeavour to 
alter the existing state of aSairs. In tlie paper laid 
before the Sultan, his attention was drawn to the treaty 
with Great Britain, and it was pointed out that by it 
ftll vessels were to be brought to Zanzibar for his adju- 
dication. Feeliug doubtful on the point, I ransiacked 
the treaties at the Consulate, extending from 1829 to 
1845, but could see nothing on which they founded 
their argument. It is clearly laid down, tliat all vessels 
belonging to his Highness, or his subjects, are allowed 
to carry on domestic slavery between Eelwa and Lamoo, 
but that aU vewels seized within his dominions are to 
be taken to a Vice-Admiralty Court for adjudication 
(this includes his Highness's vessels as well as any 
others, without exception), so that should any cause 
arise for the seizure of one of his vessels, she must be 
dealt with in the same manner as the others ; but a 
clause exists, wherein it is stated that his Highness's 
veesels, or those of his subjects, may be brought into 
Zanzibar for adjudication, and on this clause the mer- 
chants have founded their ai^uments. Being for the 
most part foreigners — that is, Giermans, Americans, and 
BO forth — they have not shown themselves well ac- 
quainted with the peculiarities of the English language, 
and, in th^ir desire to carry out these views, they have 
applied a wrong interpretation to the clause. They 
have not discriminated between the conditional and 
imperative moods. 
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"I came across a treaty entered into with the Sow- 
hare, by which it b definitely laid dowa that they are 
not allowed to cany on either the import or export 
trade in slaves in or out of Africa ; and that their 
vessels may be captured anywhere. So that the cruisers 
are perfectly justified in taking them even within the 
Sultan'fl domiHions, as they are never by any chance 
employed in the domestic slave trade ; and any slaves 
they may have on board are sure to be destined for the 
Bed Sea or Persian Gulf. 

"It has been the habit of the commanders of the 
cruisers to destroy the dhows whenever they have cup- 
tared them, if they are certain of their being employed 
as slavers : the reason is, that it would be quite im- 
possible to take them either to the Mauritius or the 
Cape, the only Vice-Admiralty Courts on the station; 
no other course is open to them, without causing great 
inconvenience to the service. Still the system of in- 
diBcriminate and careless destrnction of these dhoira 
cannot be defended. From my experience on the 
coast, I am sure that many a legal trader is unjustlv 
captured ; knowing such is the case, I have blushed at 
oar doings, indeed I ehonld be sorry to put on papa 
what I know. 

"The name of the British sailor is sadly compro- 
mised by acts which can come under no other name 
than piracy. I believe many a man has been hsng^ 
for doing far less on the high seas than the boatii'- 
crews of oar ships have been guilty of. The apathetic 
temperament and natural indolence of the Arab dia- 
racter keep much dark that might otherwise come to 
light. Along the coast, from north to south, we aie 
looked upon as robbers." 
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S goes on to describe the feast of Ramazan, 

which occnired while he was at Zaozibar : — 

" Od the 28th of March was to be held the feast of 
Bamazan, and the whole population was in a high state 
of excitement. Towards evening the honsetopa were 
crowded, the beach was lined, and the soidiers under 
arms abotit the palace. The fort was thronged, and 
nearly every Arab anil nigger who coald procure a 
gun had one on liis shoulder, ready to pay his salaam 
to the new moon. Most anxiously, one and all strained 
their eyes, bnt her inconstant majesty would not show 
that night, so the Arabs returned disappointed, and, no 
doubt, doubly hungry, ready to commence the same 
Tjgil on the morrow, when they were rewarded about 
6 P.M. by the welcome eight, on which loud shouts rang 
the air, and a constant fire of small arms was kept up 
all over the town, until the ammunition must have got 
rather short From the front of the palace rocketa 
were tired, and responded to by a party of us from 
the Consulate roof. Oars Car outshone those of the 
Arabs ; we played them to burst as nearly in front of 
tho palace as possible ; one accidentally struck a houi^e, 
and exploded with a loud noise. At last, a message 
came from the Sultan, asking us to cease firing, as the 
' harem ' was on fire; and, as we had no intention of 
frying such delicate fish, we complied accordingly. 

" This evening terminated the fast-days of the Mar 
hommedans, when they make up for their previous 
abstomionsneBS by gorging all night long : the follow- 
ing day they occupy in visiting their friends, marcliing 
ont by families, dressed in gala attire, and exchanging 
presents, very much in the style of our Christmas-time. 
Huge trays of sweetmeats and cakes are carried by day 
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tbrongb the streets on the heads of slave girls, decked 
out with great silver oraaments. One who came to the 
Cunsulate, with prosents of cakes from Bihi AUa,tl>e 
SuIIaq'b sister, was quite weighed down hy the mass of 
ornaments. Her hair was very tastefully arranged, ti 
far as its woolly nature permitted, being raised on the 
top of her head, like a comb, from ear to ear ; pendant 
from the extremities of which were head ornaments. 
Her ears were perforated to receive four sets of rings 
of about two inches in diameter. On her neck was ■ 
heavy silver chain, of tiisteful workmanship, to nhicli 
were attached sundry articles, the use of which I could 
not guess. A lighter chain, to which other nick-nacks 
were attached, also decorated her throat. On each of 
her arms she had heavy armlets, from the wrist to the 
elbow ; and on her legs, heavier anklets reached from 
the ankle half-way up to the knee, where tho gold was 
met by a red silk wrapper, which was festooned under 
the arms and just covering the hieast. She was a Gne 
specimen of her kind, and as she walked, her ornaments 
rattled like the bells on a line of Spanish mules. 
- " In the evening, crowds gathered on the level ground 
aronud tlie tombs outside the town, end there kept up 
their wild dancing to dirge-like music ; others displayed 
their skill in sword-exercise, but I did not think much 
of their performance. Some Arabs continue their feast- 
ing for a week or two longer, but the generality resume 
their usual mode of living and avocations the neil 
morning." 

On the 15th we steer a south-easterly course for 
Mohilla, and arrived there on the 20th, having had fine 
weather all the way — current aboat two knots an honr 
from northward. 
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Hohillft, one of the Comoro gronp, is a fertile little 
island situated about sixty miles to the north of Johanna. 
It ia populated by a semi-Arab race and governed hj a 
sable queen — a member of the Madagascar royal &mily. 
It is a pretty little island, billy and romantic ; not un- 
like Johanna, but more mountainous — one mountain 
being €000 feet above sea level. We anchored about 
a mile and a half S.W. of the Fort Flagstaff, the 
numerous reefs girding the island preventing a nearer 
approach. The water was so shallow at ebb that we 
were obliged to get a canoe for part of the way, and to 
wade the rest to get on shore. 

While our chief went to pay his respects to the queen, 
who was nngracious enoogh to be "not at home," or 
more likely "not in trim," we small fry strolled about 
the town. 

Mohilla has a more civilised appearance than ite 
sister isle, Johanna ; the huts being more comfortably 
built. They are surrounded by little gardens, and their 
interiors seemed more cleanly. The streets, if they can 
be so called, though not regularly laid out, are clean. 
There is also a little market, but very small indeed, I 
think I might have bought up all there for sale for a 
dollar. The natives are not so slovenly, so lazy-looking, 
nor so bestial in habits, as those of the other isle. A 
once fonnidable fort — now decayed — stands near the 
lieach, still mounting about twenty guns, facing the eea. 
They are of braes, and apparently serviceable. 

Provisions of all kinds were very dear ; in fact, there 
seemed to be barely sufBcieut for the people ; but I 
think we must have arrived at an unfavourable time, 
everything was so quiet. We called here merely to 
leave letters, and having now done all we widiied, 
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retamed od board, and got under way for Johaiuut. At 
the latter place, arrived in the afternoon, after a very 
pleasant little trip, having bad blae sky above and blue 
sea below, reminding us much of cruising amongst the 
West Indian ialeB or Grecian Archipelago. At Pomony, 
we stayed but sufGcient time to coal and provision the 
ship, leaving again tbe following day, taking with as the 
Inmber of tbe station. We were very glad to turn our 
backs even on that lovely land, to bid it farewell, with 
hopes of never seeing it again ; but wishing one could 
transport it near the coast of England, somewhere in 
the vicinity of the Isle of Wight We now sail and 
steam onward day by day, picking up health and spirits, 
and getting more contented; but many of our fellows 
are still in a bad state of health from the eviU of the 
Mozambique climate, 8 , I believe, has had every- 
thing in the shape of illness to be had there : fever, 
boils, ulcere, rheumatism, toothache, &c., a miserable 
Lazarus indeed ! Boils seem to be prevalent with 
every one ; they spread over and cover the whole of 
the body, scarcely leaving a resting-place, and obsti- 
nately refuse to heal. The heat of the weather remains 
about the same, averaging about 84°; but we hare 
pleasant breezes to temper it 

30th AfrU. — To-day we arrive at Port Mozambiqne, 
coal, and get in a few provisions, being in want of 
both from inability to procure sufQcient at Johanna, 
our principal naval station on the east coast 

S- and I met with a surprise here. Sitting in 

Domingo Ferrara's shop, we were suddenly tapped on the 
shoulder by one of our old Zambesi companion^ the Bev. 

Mr. S , who bad been commissioned by the Scotch 

Kirk to test the practicability of establishing a missiou 
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in the land. Since leaving him, in March last year, he 
had paddled up the Zambesi nearly as far as the lake ; 
had gone into the interior some distance, returning by 
way of Tette to Chapanga, where he left the pioneers 
toiling in fitting up the " Lady Nyaaaa," and jnet abont 
starting in tow with her up the river. Mentally Etnd 
phyaically he appeared much the worse for wear. 

The missionary business up the country is utterly 
discouraging, and the Zambesi fever had left him weak 
and fleshless. He described our missionary affaii-s as in 
a very low state. They managed to exist; but their 
only support — Dr. Livingstone's party — was about to 
be taken away, having been recalled by the Foreign 
Office'. However, there is consolation in the thought 
that seed has been scattered ; much of it doubtless 
jailing upon lety stony ground, but mayhap a little on 
good Boil 

Mozambique seems improved even since onr last 
visit The present Governor General — an intelligent 
man — has given the place a fresher tone of cheerful- 
ness. Gardens were being made fronting his Excel- 
lency's palace ; this and other buildings have been re- 
decorated and the streets cleared. In the evening 
there was a grand dinner at the Governor's, and the 
Portuguese military band played outside ; not so badly 
either, and much to our gratification. A crowd of little 
nigger boys, like their race in general, charmed by 
music, danced in great glee, keeping very excellent time. 

ICany of oar fellows added to their stock of cnrioeities 
some rhinoceros' sticks, made from that brute's homs; 
giving about three dollars each. 

Having finished all our business here, and embarked 
our friend, the Scotch clergyman, for passage to the 
2 E 
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Gape, are got away under stesm at last, reaRy taking our 
departure from the Mozambique. 

It nould be but repetition to describe tbis voyage to 
tbe Cape ; our life is nearly always the same, and nothing 
more can be said concerning it. Of home eabjects we 
know but little; and astoforei^ matter we are confined 
to the East Coast of A&ica, the Arabs and their slave 
trade, of which our talk has been fall We have sud 
all we can say, and I await a change. 

The higher the latitude, the higher become our spirits, 
and the healthier our bodies. We feel quite krared 
ap ; and the poor heads, lately half addled by etmui 
and sun, are once more vigorous and thoughtful. 

On leaving Johanna we bargained for a short voyage, 
and kept in the ship only just sufficient provisiims and 
coal to carry us to Natal ; but not caring to lose the 
benefit of a &e&h gale we ran post that port, thinking 
perhaps to be carried by it to within the. steaming dis- 
tance of the few tons of coal left [The wind, howerer. 
soon left us in the lurch, and finding ourselves netf 
Algoa Bay, make for that port. 

20(i May. — Find the people at this thriving place 
given up to merry-making, and doing their best to sbov 
loyalty to our Queen in commemorating right joyfully 
the marriage of the Prince of Wales. Luckily we hare 
arrived just at the proper time to join in the festivities. 

Algoa Bay has improved much since our last visit 
twelve months ago; the end of the pier and bre«k- 
water has been turned, and is now completely parallel 
(o the beach. The houses seem to have sprung lite 
mushrooms up and round about the hill ; and in tbe 
busmess-like bum and bnstle of the place there is «■ 
unmistakable sign of prt^ress and prosperity. 
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Until the 28th all our time is occapied in gaieties; 
we can scarcely accept all the ioTitstions. One day to 
a tiffin, same evening to a dinner and dance, next day 
to a hmit, &c. Our visit is like a green patch of grass 
in the desert immediately after the Mozambique. 

The hnnt was good exercise ; the natives, led by a 
qoaint old rongh-and-tnmble colonial, took na over their 
roughest ground, intending to spiU the awkward " horse 
marines." The ground was not so bad as we expected, 
sandy hillocks and thick bosh being the only obstacles. 
No such things as fences, rivers, or ridges to be seen. 
After riding an hour or so, the Ao^ turned up a small 
buck, which was chased for another hour in a circle, and 
ran down close to the sea beach, all of as being in at the 
death, to the surprise of our land friends, who wondered 
how we had managed to stick on. 

The day after our arrival was the gayest day of alL 
Every one seemed to be in a procession parading the 
streets, with bands playing and banners flying, 1^ by 
the municipal authorities, military, various societies, 
volunteers, and the town life>boat, drawn on wheels, 
followed by 100 of our smartest blue-jackets. Mbese 
parading the town, the people assembled in the market- 
square, to witness the cei-emony of laying the foundation- 
stone of the monnment to commemorate the event 
Then there was a grand tiffin in the town-hall, at which 
most of us were present. No end of loyal toasts drunk, 
and good things disoossed ; and, afterwards, we tmdged 
up the hill, whereon stands the obelisk dedicated to 
her after whom the port is named ; and here all kinds 
of sports were carried on — jumping, running, &c., for 
[trices, bands playing, and, in short, festivities prolonged 
until evening ; 1000 school uhildren were fed in public. 
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and oar blue-jackets joined them, but on a little more 
substantial fare. 

In the evening, the town Dramatic Clab gave a 
repreBentation ; and again the next night, whan two of 
our blue-jackets helped them with a song and the iiota- 
pipe, much to the delight of the people, who seemed 
determined to do Jack full justice. We are genenllf 
favoarites in our colonies, they look upon Qs as the otor 
nectiHg-liukB to motber-cotmtry. 

Again, on the 24th, there were similar rejoicings on 
the Queen's birthday. A grand ball was given at the 
town-hall, to which of course most of onr fellows went, 
excepting myself, and I did my mite, jpro bono pubUte, 
in decorating the ball-room. 

We did not get away until the 28th, but, in the 
meantime, all of us enjoyed onrselTes much, pntting op 
at the hotel, and enjoying a full measure of liberQ- 
We found Dryer's Hotel, on the top of the hill, the beet 
for cleanliness, cheapness, good fare, and society; H 
is in connection with the club, to which, as naval officers, 
we were admitted as honorary members. Before leavingt 
many of oar hospitable Algoa Bay friends came to 
lunch, and to look at the house we lived in. 

The day of departure came at last. Such is our life, 
made up of comings and goings, moie than any oibei 
civilised beings on this earth ; we are here to-day asd 
gone to-morrow. We all liked Algoa Bay much; fw 
patting aside the hospitality of the people, it is such > 
thriving, accommodating little settlement. 

28ih Mag. — Smce leaving Algoa Bay the mean w 
the thermometer has been about 60°, almost freesif 
weather to as tropical birds used to 86° to 90°, M* 
neverthelem most welcome. 
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AT SIMON'S BAY. 421 

4th June, — At Simon's Bay once more. Here we find 
the flag-ebip and ancient " Seringapatam," and every- 
thing in the same inactive state as we left it eleven 
months ago ; no change, no improvement ; but we are 
glad to get to the old head-quarters, considering it out 
half-way hoose to England. 

All the way down &om Mozambique one thought 
above all others baa possessed and cheered us, viz. : 
of receiving five mails, now due. Our chagrin can there- 
fore be imagined on finding only one mail, the others 
Bent to the Mozambique, although the people knew of 
our being ordered down. Goodnees knows when they will 
be sent back I 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS. 



Mr. Arthur Helps' Biographies. 
THE LIFE OF CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS. 

SecoDd SdJikHi. Cmwn Svg. £i. 

THE LIFE OF PIZARRO, with some Account of his 

A wo cU tei in the Conqueil of Peru. Cnim Bvo. 6t. 

THE LIFE OF LAS CASAS, the Apostle of the Indies. 

Seood Edhion. Crown Bn. 6t. 



A LEGEND OF DUNDRUM CASTLE, within the 



New lUusti^ted Children's Books. 



MRS. OVERTHEWAVS REMEMBRANCES. By 

tlH Author of " Mckhior'a Dnam." 4t. 
"Tbe moM ddi^idal took iravdUjMniluii for chUdrsn we him crcr read." 

FRIENDS IN FUR AND FEATHERS. By Gwyn- 

nvN. Second Edition. 41. 
" We Dnlf wiih humu biasnphia were ihny* u cntertnlDiiit nad intlruc- 
eirt."~SalKniaf Xmm. 

London : BELL fit DALD Y, York Street, Covent Garden. 
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